
December 2, 2018 First Sunday of Advent Lectionary: 3 Gospel LK 21:25-28,  34-36 
Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations 
will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will die of fright in 
anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these signs begin 
to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand. “Beware that your 
hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that 
day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the 
earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations that are 
imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 
Spiritual Reflection: "Advent, like its cousin Lent, is a season for prayer and reformation of our hearts. 
Since it comes at winter time, fire is a fitting sign to help us celebrate Advent…If Christ is to come more 
fully into our lives this Christmas, if God is to become really incarnate for us, then fire will have to be 
present in our prayer. Our worship and devotion will have to stoke the kind of fire in our souls that can 
truly change our hearts. Ours is a great responsibility not to waste this Advent time." - Fire of Advent - 
Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac. 
 
Spiritual Questions:  
1.  How is this Advent going to be different than past Advents?   
2.  What logs (big things) do you need to do in order to keep the fire of faith alive in your heart? 
3.  What kindling (small things0 do you need to do in order to keep the fire of faith alive in your heart? 
4.  Why do you think the Church begins Advent with Today’s Gospel? 
5.  Why is it so hard to be vigilant?   
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/21:25

