
March 10 2019 First Sunday of Lent Lectionary: 24 Gospel LK 4:1-13 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be 
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they were over, he was hungry. The devil said to him, 
"If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread." Jesus answered him, "It is written, one does not live 
on bread alone." Then he took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a single instant. The devil said to 
him, "I shall give to you all this power and glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I may give it to whomever I 
wish. All this will be yours, if you worship me." Jesus said to him in reply, "It is written: You shall worship the Lord, your 
God, and him alone shall you serve." Then he led him to Jerusalem, made him stand on the parapet of the temple, and 
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written: He will command his angels 
concerning you, to guard you, and: With their hands they will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone." 
Jesus said to him in reply, "It also says, You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test." When the devil had finished 
every temptation, he departed from him for a time. 

 
Spiritual Reflection: German Protestant Minister and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: “The deceit, the lie of the devil 
consists of this, that he wishes to make man believe that he can live without God's Word. Thus, he dangles before man's 
fantasy a kingdom of faith, of power, and of peace, into which only he can enter who consents to the temptations; and 
conceals from men that he, as the devil, is the most unfortunate and unhappy of beings, since he is finally and eternally 
rejected by God.”  Notice how all the temptations of the devil involves some form of selfishness.  
 
Spiritual Questions:  
1.  How does your biggest temptation relate to your desire to be loved? 
2.  How does selfishness and selflessness relate to love? 
3.  How often do you test God?  Why? 
4.  Do you serve God alone? 
5.  What is the difference between trusting God and testing God? 
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