
March 24 2019- Year C Third Sunday of Lent – Year C Readings Lectionary: 30 Gospel LK 13:1-9 
Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said 
to them in reply, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way, they were greater sinners than all 
other Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those eighteen 
people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do you think they were more guilty than everyone else 
who lived in Jerusalem? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!" And he told 
them this parable: "There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when he came in search of 
fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener, 'For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but 
have found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?' He said to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it for this year also,  
and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not, you can cut it down.'" 

 
Spiritual Reflection: German Protestant Minister and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: “Judging others makes us blind, 
whereas love is illuminating. By judging others, we blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just 
as entitled to as we are.”  We must realize that this world is unjust because sin has thrown the world into Chaos.  We do 
not be have so that good things will happen to us but rather we do so out of love for God.  Bad things happening to us 
are not signs that God is unhappy with us.   
 
Spiritual Questions:  
1.  How does love help Christians understand suffering? 
2.  How can we stop feeling like God is punishing us when bad things happen to us? 
3.  How many changes have God given you? 
4.  Are you ready to meet Jesus today? 
5.  How does sin exhaust the soil? 
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