
January 2021 

Welcome to the January 2021 edition of the Spiritual Catalyst. I hope and pray that this year will be a year of great joy 
for everyone.  For more reflections and information please check out  www.mayjesuschristbepraised.com. 
 
Thank you and God bless 
Fr. Tom Pastorius 
 

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 

 

All the troubles of the Church, all the evils in the world, flow from this source: that men do not by clear 
and sound knowledge and serious consideration penetrate into the truths of Sacred Scripture. 

 - Teresa of Avila 

January 3, 2021 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
Lectionary: 20 
 
Gospel Mt 2:1-12 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the 
days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east 
arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn 
king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and 
have come to do him homage." When King Herod 
heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the 
scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the 

Christ was to be born. They said to him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written 
through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to 
shepherd my people Israel." Then Herod called the 
magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of 
the star's appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, "Go and search diligently for the child. 
When you have found him, bring me word,  
that I too may go and do him homage." After their 
audience with the king they set out. And behold, the 
star that they had seen at its rising preceded 

http://www.mayjesuschristbepraised.com/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?2


them, until it came and stopped over the place 
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing 
the star, and on entering the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother. They prostrated 
themselves and did him homage. Then they opened 
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for 
their country by another way. 
 
Spiritual Reflection:   St. Peter Chrysologus wrote: 
“Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 
heaven on earth, earth in heaven, man in God, God in 
man, one whom the whole universe cannot contain 
now enclosed in a tiny body. As they look, they believe 
and do not question, as their symbolic gifts bear 
witness: incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one 
who is to die.” 
 
Spiritual Questions: 
1.  What gift would bring to the baby Jesus? And why? 
2.  What does it say about God’s love for us that He 
became man? 
3.  How does God becoming man differ from what man 
thinks it means to become divine? 
4.  How would encountering Jesus in the manger change 
your life? 
5.  How does encountering Jesus in the Eucharist 
change your life? 
 
January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of the Lord 
Lectionary: 21 
 
Gospel Mk 1:7-11 
This is what John the Baptist proclaimed: “One 
mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy 
to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” It happened in those days that Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in 
the Jordan by John. On coming up out of the water 
he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, 
like a dove, descending upon him. 
And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Spiritual Reflection:  Sometimes it is good to see how 
one part of the Gospel story connects with another 
part.  Archbihsop Fulton Sheen connects the character 
of John the Baptist with the Last Supper in an unusual 

way.  He writes: “John considered himself unworthy 
to untie the shoes of Our Lord, but Our Lord would 

surpass him in humility as He would wash the feet 
of the Apostles.” 
 
Spiritual Questions: 
1.  What does the above quote say about Jesus’ 
humility? 
2.  What does it say about our role in Salvation 
history? 
3.  What does it say about God’s love for us? 
4.  Why do you think John was so humble? 
5.  How did John’s humility help aid his mission in 
life? 
 
January 17, 2021 
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Lectionary: 65 
 
Gospel Jn 1:35-42 
John was standing with two of his disciples, and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard what he said 
and followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them 
following him and said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” — which 
translated means Teacher —, “where are you 
staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.”  
So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, and 
they stayed with him that day. It was about four in 
the afternoon. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, 
was one of the two who heard John and followed 
Jesus. He first found his own brother Simon and told 
him, “We have found the Messiah” — which is 
translated Christ —. Then he brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son 
of John; you will be called Cephas” — which is 
translated Peter. 
 
Spiritual Reflection:  We see Jesus change the tables on 
his potential disciples today.  They went to explore the 
idea of choosing Jesus to be their rabbi and He instead 
calls them to be His disicples.  Theresa of Avila wrote: 
"He does not ask our worthiness; He asks our openness. 
I desire my life to be a source of hope for others, a sign 
that God wills to work out His unique designs in each 
one of us.” 
 
Spiritual Questions. 
1.  What are you looking for in a God to worship? 
2.  Does Jesus meet these qualities? 
3.  How does the knowledge that Jesus chose you 
before you chose Him affect your relationship w/Him? 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?7
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4.  What role do you believe God is calling you to play in 
the Church? 
5.  What role do you think God will call you to play in 
the future? 
 
January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectionary: 68 
 
Gospel Mk 1:14-20 
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 
proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of 
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel.” As he passed by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 
their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said 
to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” Then they abandoned their nets and followed 
him. He walked along a little farther and saw James, the 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in 
a boat mending their nets. Then he called them. So they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the 
hired men and followed him. 

 
Spiritual Reflection:  Cardinal Henry Newman wrote the 
following to help us understand what it means to be 
called by God: “God has created me to do Him some 
definite service; He has committed some work to me 
which He has not committed to another. I have my 
mission; I never may know it in this life, but I shall be 
told it in the next. I have a part in a great work; I am a 
link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. 
He has not created me for naught. I shall do good, I shall 
do His work; I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of 
truth in my own place, while not intending it, if I do but 
keep His commandments and serve Him in my calling.” 
 
Spiritual Question 
1.  How does knowing that you have a mission in life 
effect you? 
2.  How does it feel to be a part of link in God’s plan? 
3.  Do you want to do God’s work?  Why or why not? 
4.  What holds you back from doing all you can for God? 
5.  How does keeping God’s commandments lead to 
fulfilment? 

 

Spiritual Ponderings 

 

”The truth is like a lion.  You do not have to defend it.  Let it loose and it will defend itself.” – St. 
Augustine 

The following is an Archive of my Spiritual Ponderings 
Columns from the month of November.  To see my 
Current Spiritual Ponderings please check out St. 
Joseph Parish Bulletin.  
 
Fr. Thomas M. Pastorius 
December 6, 2020 
Spiritual Ponderings 
Bible Compass 
 
For the month of December, I thought I would take a 
closer look at the Bible as a whole with the help of 
another book by Edward Sri.  This book is called: The 
Bible Compass: A Catholic Guide to Navigating the 
Scriptures.  I hope that my reflections on Edward Sri’s 
thoughts on the Bible will help all of us grow to 
appreciate the gift that the Sacred Scriptures are to us 
in an even deeper fashion.  Quotes from his book will be 
in bold and my reflections will be in a normal font. 
 
The Bible is often considered “the greatest book ever 
written.”  At first glance, however, it does not appear 
to be a book at all.  It looks more like a library, for it is 

a collection of seventy-three different books authored 
by many different people over the course of many 
centuries.  These books were written from various 
locations to diverse audiences and in three different 
languages (i.e., Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek).  
Moreover, the seventy-three books of the Bible reflect 
a wider range of literary genres: historical narratives, 
poetry, proverbial sayings, genealogies, personal 
letters, laws, and prophecy for example.   
 So why do we consider these many, varied 
works to be a single great book?  Because they all have 
one very important thing in common—namely, a 
common author God.  And it is this divine author who 
through these varied books of the Bible, tell one 
overarching story—the drama of his plan of salvation. 
 If you were to go into my office right now and 
survey all the books that I have on my bookcases, you 
would discover that many of them have to do with 
theology/religion.  There are also books that have to 
deal with hobbies like cooking, woodworking, and 
storytelling.  In addition, one would find quite a few 
historical fiction books dealing with topics of Native 
Americans, the Civil War, and Fantasy Adventure.  It is 
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my hope that when people see the different books, I 
have collected they see a well-rounded individual.  I also 
hope that a person would not try to read my fantasy 
adventure books with the same intensity that they may 
read one of my theology books because they are two 
different genres.   

In the same way, I do not approach all the 
books of the Bible as if they are all from the same 
genre.  I do not read Genesis with the hopes of finding 
scientific truths about the beginning of the universe.   I 
do not read the book of Psalms (which is a collection of 
hymns that were sung in the Jewish Temple) as I would 
read the Gospel of Luke.   
 
This does not mean God is the only author of Scripture 
but rather that he is the primary author.  Christianity 
has always recognized that human authors were 
involved in the writing of the Bible as well.  Men such 
as Sts. Peter and Paul composed sacred books and 
acted as true authors under divine inspiration.  The 
human writers made full use of their own freedom, 
creativity, and writing style to communicate their 
message to their particular audience.   
 As Catholics, our religion is all about God 
“incarnating” himself into our world out of love for us.  
Just as Jesus was true God and true man, we believe 
that the Scriptures are authored by both God and man.  
We do not mean that God dictated the Scriptures to the 
authors but rather that He inspired them to write what 
they wrote.  It is important therefore to try to 
understand what God intended by the Scripture 
passage we are studying and the idea of what the 
human author was trying to communicate to his original 
audience.   
 
The Church teaches that God positively influenced the 
writing of the text; thus, the words of Scripture are 
truly God’s words.  Vatican I made this point, teaching 
that the Church holds these books as sacred and 
canonical, not because “they contain revelation 
without error, but because having been written by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have Go as their 
author and as such they have been handed down to 
Church itself.,   
 The Scriptures are one of many ways that God 
wishes to unveil himself to us.   As we read the 
Scriptures, we gain more and more knowledge of the 
one (God) who wrote them.  For, example hearing the 
story of creation and how God spoke and the world 
came into being, reveals to us just how powerful God is.  
For no ancient pagan myths had a creation story that 
took place in this way.  Their creations stories always 

involved a conflict between good and evil with the evil 
god being killed, and transformed into creation.   
 
As Vatican II taught, “It is clear, therefore, that in the 
supremely wise arrangement of God, sacred Tradition, 
Sacred Scripture, and the Magisterium of the Church 
are so connected and associated that one of them 
cannot stand without the others.  Working together, 
each in in its own way, under the action of the one 
Holy Spirit, they all contribute effectively to the 
salvation of souls.”  
 Cardinal Rigali, the bishop who ordained me to 

the priesthood, once told me that the “Holy Spirit never 

contradicts itself.”  That one line, has helped me discern 

God’s will more times than I can count.  As Catholics we 

believe that Tradition (with a capital “T”), Sacred 

Scripture, and the Magisterium of the Church are all 

inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and therefore 

they will never contradict each other.  If it seems that 

they are doing that, we must go back to the drawing 

board and discover where we made our mistake.   

Fr. Thomas M. Pastorius 
December 13, 2020 
Spiritual Ponderings 
Bible Compass 
 
Have you ever been in a conversation with someone 
who is not a good listener? The other person may 
think he understands you, but he really is not paying 
close attention to what you are trying to 
communicate.  Maybe he only hears part of what you 
are saying.  Maybe he even cuts you off before you 
finish your sentence.  Perhaps he is too quick to relate 
everything you say back to his own experience or 
ideas. Talking to someone who listens poorly can be 
quite frustrating! 
I want to be a listen better to God so I have been 
reading Edward Sri’s book called: The Bible Compass: A 
Catholic Guide to Navigating the Scriptures.  I hope that 
my reflections on Edward Sri’s thoughts on the Bible will 
help all of us grow to appreciate the gift that the Sacred 
Scriptures are to us in an even deeper fashion.  Quotes 
from his book will be in bold and my reflections will be 
in a normal font.  In a particular way, let us look at the 
Five Keys for interpreting Scripture in a Catholic 
Context.   
 
The First Key: Discover the Author’s Intention 
First, we must consider the text’s historical context.  
As the Catechism explains, “In order to discover the 
sacred author’s intention, the reader must take into 
account the conditions of their time and culture.”  



Certain words or actions reported in the Bible may 
have a particular meaning in the original ancient 
culture.  The more we factor in the historical context in 
which the text was written, the better we understand 
the author’s intended message.  But when we read 
texts completely divorced from their original context, 
we may make an erroneous interpretation. 
 Growing up, I had a hard time understanding 
why everyone seemed so down on tax collector’s in the 
New Testament because a classmate’s father worked 
for the IRS and he seemed to be a nice guy.  Only when I 
began to understand what it meant to be a tax-collector 
at the time of Christ did I begin to understand the 
stories of Matthew and Zacchaeus.   
 
A second way to discern the human author’s intention 
is to respect the literary genre he employs.  The Bible 
use a variety of literary forms.   
I do not read a cookbook the same way that I may read 
a theology text book or a fun fiction book.  I am able to 
find many more spiritual insights reading the Book of 
Genesis instead of trying to find historical and scientific 
facts about the creation of the universe.  I have read a 
non-fiction book by Stephen Ambrose called D-Day and 
a historical fiction book by Jeff Shaara called The Steel 
Wave.  Both books were amazing reads but they each 
had different goals.  Ambrose’s book was meant to tell 
me historical facts about the invasion of France and Jeff 
Shaara’s book was meant to entertain me and so he 
included made up dialogue into his story.   
 
A Third way to discern the human author’s intention is 
to take in account the modes of feeling, speaking, and 
narrating used in biblical times.  The way ancient 
people reported history, told stories, or wrote letters 
is often very different from the way we do so today.  
They did not always give straightforward, 
chronological “play-by-play” accounts of history but 
organized material by themes and employed elaborate 
literary techniques what involving reception, 
parallelism, allusion, and alliteration-- artistry that 
modern reader sometimes. Miss. 
In the seminary, my New Testament professor stressed 
what he called the “Reader Response Method.”  The 
idea was simply that in order to understand any passage 
of Sacred Scripture, we needed to try to understand 
how the author’s original audience would have 
understood the phrases and images the author uses in 
the Bible story.  For example, in Luke chapter 7 we learn 
about a Roman Centurion approaching Jesus.  There are 
many things in this story that I feel we 2,000 years later 
take for granted but Luke’s originally audiences would 
have found jaw dropping.  For example, the very idea 

that a Roman Centurion would approach anyone 
respectfully would have surprised Luke’s original 
audience listeners.  Centurions were not known for 
being nice.  The centurion goes a step forward and 
respects the Jewish customs of the rabbi and does not 
force him to enter into the centurion’s house.   This was 
so shocking that the early Christians included as a part 
of their liturgy.   
 A few years ago, I hosted a seminarian from 
India for a year at my rectory.  He spoke English great, 
but I quickly learned how many idioms and figures of 
speech I used each day.  Figures of speech (like “waiting 
for the other shoe to drop”) were phrases that need 
more explaining to him than what I was used to.   
 
Fr. Thomas M. Pastorius 
December 20, 2020 
Spiritual Ponderings 
Bible Compass 
 
I want to understand better the way God speaks to me 
through the Sacred Scripture so I have been reading 
Edward Sri’s book called: The Bible Compass: A Catholic 
Guide to Navigating the Scriptures.  I hope that my 
reflections on Edward Sri’s thoughts on the Bible will 
help all of us grow to appreciate the gift that the Sacred 
Scriptures are to us in an even deeper fashion.  Quotes 
from his book will be in bold and my reflections will be 
in a normal font.   
 
The Second Key: Be Attentive to the Unity of Scripture 
As we have seen, understanding the human author’s 
intention is an important first step in biblical 
interpretation.  But since Scripture also has God as it’s 
author, there is a second vital principle for interpreting 
the Bible correctly: “Sacred Scripture must be read and 
interpreted in the light of the same Spirit by whom it 
was written.”  This principal reminds us that the Bible 
is not merely a human document written long ago by 
people far removed from our lives.  The Bible is God’s 
timeless word to his people throughout history—a 
divine word originally spoken through human writers 
to a certain audience at a particular moment in time, 
but echoing through the centuries with profound 
implications for each new generation of Christians.  
Since the human writers of Scripture were inspired by 
the same Holy Spirit who continues to act in the 
Church and in our lives today, the Bible continues to 
be a personal word from God spoken to each new 
Christian.   
 One can watch anyone of the Marvel super 
hero movies by themselves or within the context of the 
larger Marvel universe.  When one watches them in the 



context of the larger Marvel Universe you can see how 
each individual movie event takes on more meaning in 
the light of the Avengers Infinity War and Avengers 
Endgame.  In a similar way thing in Sacred Scripture 
begin to take on more powerful meaning in the light of 
God’s entire plan of salvation.  For example, Joseph of 
the Old Testament and all he went through to save 
people from famine foreshadows all Jesus the suffering 
Jesus will endure to save us from sin and death.  
  
The Third Key: Read Scripture Within the Living 
Tradition of the Church 
Have you ever found the Bible difficult to understand?  
The eight chapter of Acts of the Apostle tells the story 
of an Ethiopian man who struggles to comprehend the 
meaning of a certain prophecy from Isaiah.  This man 
was a sincere believer in the God of Israel, traveling 
home after worshipping in the Temple., but he could 
not grasp the meaning of the Scriptures on his own. 
 Just at that moment, the Holy Spirit sent Philip 
to meet this traveling Ethiopian.  Philip asked him, “o 
you understand what you are reading?” and the 
Ethiopian replied, “How can I, unless some one guides 
me?” (Acts 8:30-31?).  Philip joined him in his chariot, 
told him the Good News of Jesus Christ, and explained 
how Jesus was the fulfilment of the prophecy he was 
reading.  As a result of Philip’s explanation, the 
Ethiopian came to understand the meaning of the 
Scriptures and asked to be baptized into the Christian 
faith. 
 This story exemplifies one of the difficulties we 
face when the Bible is read in isolation from the 
community of believers.  The Bible is mean to read in 
the context of “the living Tradition of the whole 
Church.”  If we try to read the Bible on our own, a part 
from the tradition that gave birth to the Scriptures, we 
will fail to understand its meaning.  Like the Ethiopian, 
we need a guide. 
 There are four key areas where Sacred Tradition 
manifests itself in our Church.  The first is in our 
Church’s doctrine.  The second place where Sacred 
Tradition manifests itself is in the life of the Church – 
the lives of the saints, religious movements, popular 
devotions, and common practices that have gained 
acceptance in the Church.  The third place we find it is 
in the Church’s worship especially in the Church’s 
liturgies.  Finally, the Church believes that Sacred 
Tradition is manifested in the Early Church Fathers 
 
They (the early Church Fathers) are the principal 
witnesses to the Church’s living Tradition, not only 
because of their closeness to the apostolic era, but 
also because of how their writings systematized, 

deepened, and greatly shaped the Church’s 
understanding of the Apostolic Tradition. 
 
Fr. Thomas M. Pastorius 
December 27, 2020 
Spiritual Ponderings 
Bible Compass 
 
I want to pray better and learn more about the way God 
speaks to me through the Sacred Scripture so I have 
been reading Edward Sri’s book called: The Bible 
Compass: A Catholic Guide to Navigating the Scriptures.  
I hope that my reflections on Edward Sri’s thoughts on 
the Bible will help all of us grow to appreciate the gift 
that the Sacred Scriptures are to us in an even deeper 
fashion.  Quotes from his book will be in bold and my 
reflections will be in a normal font.   
 
The Fourth Key: Read Scripture within the Symphony 
of God’s Revelation. 
This beautiful harmony between Scripture, Tradition, 
and the Magisterium lies at the center of our fourth 
key for interpreting the Bible: being attentive to the 
analogy of faith.”  An analogy of faith refers to the 
harmonious agreement between all the truths of the 
faith revealed by God and entrusted to the Church: the 
truths written in Scripture and the truths handed on 
through Sacred Tradition.  Both Scripture and Tradition 
flow from the same divine source.  Therefore, God is 
the source of all revealed truth, Scripture can never 
contradict the elements of Christian faith such as the 
Creed or Church teaching, and similarly the Christian 
faith itself can never be at odds with Scripture.  In 
sum, the analogy of faith is “the coherence of the 
truths of faith among themselves and within the whole 
plan of Revelation.”    
 Someone who had never watched Star Wars: 
Return of the Jedi could never appreciate the character 
of the evil Emperor in Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker 
as someone who had seen Return of the Jedi.  In the 
same way, the more we know about the Bible the more 
the stories come alive.  Scott Hahn in his book Hail Holy 
Queen points out how four characters; Eve, Bathsheba, 
Rahab, and Rebecca can give us insight into the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.   
 We also learn through Tradition that Mary was 
Assumed into heaven body and soul.  Sacred Scripture 
does not tell us this but at the same time it does not 
contradict this statement of faith.   
 
The Fifth Key: Use the Four Senses of Scripture 
The four senses of Scripture provide us with our fifth 
interpretive key for unlocking many spiritual treasures 



in the Bible.  This key can help us draw vital 
connections between the Old and New Testaments, 
the Catholic faith, and our own spiritual lives.  With 
this approach, the people, places, and events of the 
Bible go from being distant realities, far removed from 
our day-to-day experiences, to being relevant to our 
own lives and serving as models for us pilgrims on the 
Christian path. 
 Traditionally, there are four senses of 
Scripture, which are outlined in the Catechism, nos 
115-119.” 
 (1) Literal Sense; “The meaning conveyed by 
the words of Scripture” The actual person, events, 
place, or thing described in the biblical text.  The literal 
sense gives rise to the following three “Spiritual 
Senses”. 
 (2) Allegorical Sense: How those persons, 
events, places, or things in the literal sense point to 
Christ and his work of redemption. 
 (3) Moral Sense: How the literal sense points 
to the Christian’s life in the Church. 
 (4) Anagogical Sense: How the literal sense 
points to the Christian’s heavenly destiny and the last 
things. 
The Bible is a very interested way to communicate with 
us because God can pack so much into it.  Knowing the 
four senses of Scripture helps me to unlock more of 
what God wants me to understand and it allows me to 
grow deeper in my friendship with Him.    
 
We need to recognize, however that the connections 
between the Old and the New—between the past, 
present, and future—are not arbitrary but are rooted 
in God’s plan of salvation.  In other words, the four 
senses of Scripture are no mere metaphorical 
associations.  This method of interpretation is not a 
creative enterprise in which one looks for nice images 
from the Old Testament that can help explain the 
Catholic faith.  Rather, spiritual exegesis uncovers the 

great unity in God’s salvific plan as carried out in 
history.   
 The God who created this amazing universe also 
created an amazing plan to save us from our sins.  He 
also created the best way possible to communicate to 
us through prayer and it includes the use of Holy 
Scripture.  God’s effort that He has put into Sacred 
Scripture is one more proof of just how amazing our 
God is but also how much He loves you and me.   

 
 

Please check out www.stjoemanchester.org  
St. Joseph’s Facebook Page for my “New Mercies” Video 

reflections.  Every morning, I reflect on one of the 
Scripture readings for the day. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Personal Penance Service 

Christmas: What does it mean to be like God? 
Beginning:  
(+)God come to my assistance, Lord make haste to help me. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and still more wonderfully restored it, grant, I pray, that I 
may once again share fully in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our humanity through this 
celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I ask this through Jesus Christ Your Son who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
 



Scripture Reading:      Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first 
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.  And Joseph too 
went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 
Quick Reflections: 
If you were reading St. Luke’s Gospel for the first time in the time period that it was written, you might mistakenly think 
that the story was going to be about Caesar Augustus for he is by far the most famous person mentioned in Luke’s 
Gospel besides Jesus and Jesus’ fame was just beginning to spread thanks to the Apostles.  Luke in away creates a 
tension for his readers.  He presents to us Caesar Augustus a man who proclaims to be a god and ruler of the world and 
Jesus a God who became man in order to show us what being truly divine is all about.  Most of our sins can be traced 
back to a mistaken idea of what it means to be like God.  Will we follow Caesar Augusts’ example or will we follow Jesus 
example.   
 
Examination of Conscience 
1.   Caesar Augustus changed his name from Octavius to “Augustus” which means “Great in Stature”.  The name 
given to the child of Bethlehem by the angel “Jesus” means “God will save his people.”  Have I been to concern more 
about my reputation than about helping others? 
2. Caesar Augustus proclaimed himself the ruler of the world as Emperor of Rome.  The fact of the matter is that 
the infant Jesus was the King and Creator of the Cosmos.  Do I spend time building up my kingdom or God’s kingdom? 
3. Caesar Augustus thought he had the best army in the ancient world but the babe in the manger had an army of 
angels.  Caesar Augustus used his army to force people to do things his way.  The Christ child only sent his army forth 
with messages of peace.  Do I try to force others to do things my way? 
4. Caesar Augustus had the best house in the ancient world.  There was not even room for Mary to give birth to 
Jesus in an inn.  Caesar castle/fortress was meant to keep the poor away.  Jesus came to be among the poor.  How do I 
treat the poor? 
5. Caesar Augustus surrounded himself with only the most popular of people.  Jesus surrounded himself with 
riffraff shepherds and the wealthy magi?  Even as a child Jesus sees the person and not their economic status.  How do I 
view people? 
6. Caesar Augustus had the best food and material possessions.  The little baby Jesus was laid in a manger (a 
feeding trough for animals) for He came to be the life of the world.  Do I hunger and thirst for righteousness or am I 
more worried about my comfort? 
7. Caesar Augustus had the best messengers in the ancient world.  Jesus chose the lowly John the Baptist to be his 
messenger and not the high priests Ananias or Caiaphas.  Do I judge people with worldly eyes or with God’s eyes? 
 
Time For Individual Confession 
At this time you should go and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with the priest and afterwards come back and 
pray your prayer of thanksgiving in addition to your penance. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
God and Father, I praise you, the source of all that I have and am. Teach me to acknowledge always the many good 
things your infinite love has given me. Help me to love you with all my heart and all my strength. I ask this through Christ 
our Lord Amen. 
 

Blessing 
May almighty God bless me (+), protect me from all evil and bring me to everlasting life. Amen 
 
Act of Contrition #5  
God of all consolation, in your unending love and mercy for me, You turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new 
life.  Please show me compassion in my sorrow by forgiving my sins.  Be my refuge and strength.  Please with Your grace 



lift me up out of the darkness of grief and into the light of Your peace and may I come to have eternal joy in Your 
presence. I ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Answers are on last page 

 

 



 
  



 
  



















 
  



 
 

Answers 
Across: 3.  Gabriel   6. Augustus 7. Bethlehem   9. Jordan  
Down:   1. Joseph     2. Elizabeth 3. Genesis  4. Eighth  5. Diego  8. Mexico 
 


