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Gospel Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet 
might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by 
death light has arisen. From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,  Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other 
brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father  and followed him. 
He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing 
every disease and illness among the people. 

 
Spiritual Reflection: C.S. Lewis writes: “If the Church is not Making Disciples, then all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, 
sermons, even the Bible, are a waste of time.”  The Mystical Body of Christ (the Church) needs to always be inviting 
people to belong.   
 
Spiritual Questions: 
1. What are some ways that the Church is helping you become a disciple and answer God’s call? 
2. What are some ways that you are helping the Church make disciples? 
3. Some of the people who followed Jesus were brothers.  Who in your family do you need to extend the invitation 
to? 
4. What are you willing to leave behind in order to follow Jesus? 
5. How are you helping God to cure the sick? 
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