
Catechesis at the Cathedral 
 

• Mission 
o The CCD program at Our Lady of Walsingham offers students an opportunity to 

gain a better understanding of their Catholic faith and traditions. The goal of 
each class is to go beyond mere content knowledge. Rather, inspired by Our 
Lady, we seek to ponder these mysteries in our hearts, and so come to a deeper 
and richer encounter with our Lord and his Church. 

 

• Vision 
o Family - centered Faith Formation 

▪ Catechesis is available to parishioners from the age of 3 years old. The 

Cathedral catechetical program seeks to assist the members of our parish 

family in their ongoing formation and flourishing as human persons. The 

mysteries of faith are inexhaustible, and the continual call to conversion 

of life beckons us to remain steadfast in our friendship with the Lord.  

 

▪ Parents are the primary catechists of their children. As such, parents are 

welcome to educate their children in the domestic church through home-

based catechesis within the parameters set out by the Pastor, according to 

the Pastoral Letter, Come, Holy Ghost, and found in these Norms.  

 

▪ The schedule of the catechetical program is intended to be family 

friendly. Sunday School classes of all levels meet at the same time to 

facilitate the participation of larger families. Adult Forum lectures are 

held at same time for their convenience, and to foster the attendance of 

parents and older siblings. Other catechetical offerings for adults are 

often scheduled at times amenable to our older parishioners and again at 

times more suited to our commuters.  

 

o Classical Methodology in Catechetical setting 
▪ The CCD Sunday School program at the Cathedral occurs within the 

educational paradigm of the Trivium as adapted for the catechetical 

setting. The different phases of the Trivium – Grammar, Logic, and 

Rhetoric – fit hand in glove with the development of the young person.  

 

▪ The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and our First Communion 

Preparation class provide an introduction to our good Lord and His 

Church through the memorable stories, songs, prayers, and formulas so 

craved by children at this Grammar stage of development.    

 

▪ Our Confirmation Preparation class and early Post-Confirmation classes 

challenge the growing minds of our middle-school youth to plumb the 

depths of truth, and to clearly define their terms through friendly debate 

and dramatic play-acting as befits adolescents at the Logic stage of 

development.  

 
 



▪ The high school level Post-Confirmation classes invite the youth to seek 

insight and appreciation for the mysteries of faith as they begin to apply 

their knowledge to the experiences of life in the Church and the world, 

and as their hearts yearn for authentic encounter with Jesus Christ at the 

Rhetoric stage of development.  

 
▪ Catechist are partnered in a class and encouraged to engage in convivial 

conversation on matters of the Catholic faith and the good life. The 
beauty of this thinking-in-communion and conversation with friends 
draws the students along into the conversation and onward toward the 
Truth.  

 
▪ The element of schole, or restful learning, marks the catechetical setting at 

the Cathedral. Together with Our Lady, catechists and students use the 
time of catechesis to ponder the words of Scripture and the teachings of 
the Church.  

 
o Patrimonial Heritage in Catechesis 

▪ Pride of place is to be given to the study of the Church Fathers and their 
insights on the topics addressed in CCD courses. The thoughts of the 
Church Fathers may be readily found in the footnotes of the relevant 
sections of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  
 

▪ Patristic catechesis offers seven characteristic elements to our method and 
content: the three phases in the narration of salvation history (The Old 
Testament, the life of Jesus Christ, and the history of the Church), and the 
four pillars of its exposition (the Creed, the Sacraments, the Decalogue, 
and the Our Father). (GDC, 130) 

 
▪    Further, the study of the British patrimonial heritage itself, and the 

unique position of the Ordinariates within the Catholic Church is to be a 
focus throughout the catechetical levels. Study and discussions on the 
lives of the British saints, British liturgical and spiritual tradition, and 
British Christian authors should be integrated into lessons, as well as 
made the topic of specific courses in the program. 

 
o The Evangelizing Mission of the Ordinariate as expressed in Catechesis 

▪ Following Our Lord’s command to “Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” (Mt. 5:14-16), the Cathedral catechetical program participates in 
the evangelizing mission of the Ordinariate. It does so by  

• training and equipping catechists who understand their role not 
only as educators, but as mentors in the faith. To this end, they 
consistently seek out and share the apostolic charge and call to 
discipleship in each lesson in meaningful and concrete ways, 
asking, “Where is our Lord sending us with this message?”  

 
• seeking to instill in the catechized that missionary zeal which 

follows from an authentic encounter and relationship with Our 
Lord Jesus Christ as mediated through trustworthy dialogue in 
the classroom and joyful engagement in parish sacramental and 
social life. 


