
 

HOLY MASS 
Saturday (Christ the King) ......................................... 5:00 PM 
Sunday ........................................ 9:00 AM; 12:00 PM español 

Monday  .................................................................... 8:00 AM 
Wednesday ................................................................. 6:00 PM 
Thursday ................................................................... 8:00 AM 
Friday ............................................ 8:00 AM; 7:00 PM español 

CONFESSION 
Saturday (Christ the King) ................................. 4:15-4:45 PM 
Sunday .............................. 8:15-8:45 AM & 11:15-11:45 AM 

Monday ..................................................................... 7:30 AM 
Wednesday ................................................................. 5:15 PM 
Thursday ................................................................... 7:30 AM 
Friday ........................................................................ 7:30 AM 
Friday during Holy Hour (not First Friday) ................ 7:30 PM 
First Friday ................................................................. 6:00 PM 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Masses regularly offered for parishioners: 

First Friday ................ Parishioners who are sick and suffering 
First Saturday .......................... Legal Protection of the unborn 
Last Friday (AM) ................................. Deceased parishioners 
Last Friday (PM) ................................ All the faithful departed 
Sundays/Holy Days ............. People of the parish (Pro populo) 

—————— 
PARISH ACTS OF CHARITY 

Work Day at Cleveland County Children’s Homes 
We are excited to announce one more work day at 

the children’s homes here in our county. There will be 
2 teams of 10 volunteers, one for the home in Shelby 
and one for the home in Lattimore.  The plan is to 
meet at the homes at 9:00 AM and work until 12:00 
PM. The signup will be sent out soon via Flocknote, 
including the address of each home. 

C hrist the King Mission 
714 Stone Street • Kings Mountain 
Refer all correspondence to St. Mary S aint Mary Help of Christians Parish 

818 McGowan Road • Shelby, NC  28150 • 704-487-7697 
stmaryshelby@rcdoc.org • SaintMaryShelby.org 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 — FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
“Be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will 

Parish Office: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 AM-4:30 PM (Closed 1:00-2:00); Friday 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Chapel Open: 6:00 AM-10:00 PM, with door code 5440# 

Pastor............................................... Rev. Fr. Peter Ascik .................... 704-487-7697 x103 ............... stmaryshelby@rcdoc.org 
Permanent Deacon ..................... Rev. Mr. James Trombley ................ 704-487-7697 x307 ................... jptrombley@rcdoc.org 
Administrative Assistant ........................ Jean Judge ............................ 704-487-7697 x103 ....................... jmjudge@rcdoc.org 

For Sacramental emergencies, please call the parish office and follow the prompts. 

UPDATED 
Ac on Alert: "Respect for Marriage 

Act" disrespects Marriage and 
Religious Freedom  

Final votes are scheduled this week on the 
“Respect for Marriage Act,” which would put 
Congress’s rubber‐stamp on the Supreme 
Court’s ruling that imposed same‐sex 
marriage and created grave threats to 
religious freedom. An amendment recently 
added to the bill claims to protect religious 
freedom but in reality only offers limited and 
inadequate protec on. This bill in its current 
form increases the risk that the government 
will punish people like small business 
wedding vendors and faith‐based foster care 
agencies who serve their communi es.  

The Senate will vote on the amended bill on 
Monday and the House will vote later this 
week. Please tell your U.S. senators and 
representa ves to vote “No.” 

Senator Tillis: (202) 224‐6342 

Senator Burr: (202) 224‐3154 



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
3:30 PM ..... Practice for OL Guadalupe dance (SM 

Parish Hall) 
4:00 PM ..... Hispanic Committee / Angel Tree (SM) 
4:15 PM ..... Confession (CK) 
5:00 PM ..... Mass (†Helen Turpish) (CK) 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
8:15 AM ..... Confession (SM) 
9:00 AM ..... Mass (All Souls Novena) (SM) 
10:15 AM ... Baptism (SM) 
11:15 AM ... Confession (SM) 
12:00 PM .... Mass-español (Pro populo) (SM) 
1:30 PM ..... Sacristans meeting en español (SM) 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
7:30 AM ..... Confession (SM) 
8:00 AM ..... Mass (†Dorothy Duffy) (SM) 
9:00 AM ..... Legion of Mary (Wellein Room) 
4:00 PM ..... Walking W/Moms in Need (SM Parish Hall) 
7:00 PM ..... Legión de María (Wellein Room) 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
No events scheduled today.  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
5:15 PM ..... Confession (SM) 
6:00 PM ..... Mass-bilingual (Kathleen Thernize) (SM) 
6:30 PM ..... Adoration until 8:15 PM (SM) 
6:45 PM ..... Gr.6-12 Faith Formation (SM Parish Hall) 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 
7:30 AM ..... Confession (SM) 
8:00 AM ..... Mass (Paula Ziegler ) (SM) 
6:00 PM ..... Schola practice (SM) 
7:00 PM ..... Coro practice (SM) 
7:00 PM ..... Emaús Group (Wellein Room) 
7:00 PM ..... RCIA (SM Parish Hall) 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 
7:30 AM ..... Confession (SM) 
8:00 AM ..... Mass (Sick members of the parish) (SM) 
8:30 AM ..... Adoration until 6:45 PM (SM) 
6:00 PM ..... Confession (SM) 
7:00 PM ..... Mass-español (†Joseph & †Dot Mullen) (SM) 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 
9:00 AM ..... Baptismal prep-español (SM Parish Hall) 
9:00 AM ..... Parish Work Day (See notice on front cover) 
4:15 PM ..... Confession (CK) 
5:00 PM ..... Mass (Mary Baxter) (CK) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 
8:15 AM ..... Confession (SM) 
9:00 AM ..... Mass (†CJ Jones) (SM) 
10:30 AM ... Gr. 1-5 Faith Formation (SM Parish Hall) 
11:15 AM ... Confession (SM) 
12:00 PM .... Mass-español (Pro populo) (SM) 
1:30 PM ..... Youth Group (SM Parish Hall) 
 
 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 
Mary Baxter, Eric Bilow, Patrick Burke, Sally Currie, 

Deacon Frank Diaz-Granados, Adam Gehring, Marilyn 
Giffin, Betty Greer, Evelyn Hill, Sean Hobart, Makayla 
Bradley Hord, LeeRoy Johnson, Lonnie Johnson, Laurie 
Johnston, Dorothy McNamara, Jimmy Marks, Javier 
Mendez, Pat Mullen, Joanne Nestved, Declan 
Richardson, Audrey Russo, Bea Stroupe, Connor 
Willey, Nathan Willey, Vicki Yocum, Jim & Mary 
Zeunik, and for the repose of the soul of Elise Arant. 

ST ANDREW CHRISTMAS NOVENA 
The St. Andrew Christmas novena is traditionally 

recited 15 times per day, Nov. 30 (St. Andrew’s feast 
day) through Christmas Day: 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the 
Son of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at 
midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour 
vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, to hear my prayer and 
grant my petitions, through the merits of Our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen. 

BISHOP JUGIS’ INTENTIONS  
FOR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

NOVEMBER: For the faithful departed. May the 
Lord give eternal rest for all the faithful departed of the 
Diocese of Charlotte who lived and served faithfully 
united to the Church of God.  

DECEMBER: For children and youth. May Christ 
who came among us as a child strengthen the hearts 
and minds of our children, that they may faithfully 
receive the word of God by their ears and eyes, and 
profess their faith by their mouths.  

CHAPEL AVAILABLE EVERY DAY  
The chapel at St. Mary is available every day using 

the access code 5440#.  Won’t you spend an hour, or 
even a few minutes, with Him in prayer? 

The Week Ahead 

Prayer 



Youth Ministry 

YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS 
December 4, December 18 

FAITH FORMATION BREAK 
There is no Faith Formation today, Nov. 27.  
 
. 

THANK YOU WEEKLY CHURCH CLEANERS! 
May God bless you for your hard work and generous 

donation of time. 
 11/27 - Armando, Amaya Family 
 12/4 - Salvador, Perfecto, Angelica 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: HELPING UKRAINE 
Please donate spare change to the Knights charity 

“UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND” for distribution of 
relief in the Archdiocese of Lviv in Western Ukraine. 
Look for the collection jar in the narthex, or donate 
online: www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Have you thought about using online giving for your 

weekly tithe to St. Mary or Christ the King? You can use 
credit or debit cards or your bank account. Text giving is 
available for convenient offering after a simple setup. 
Learn more at SaintMaryShelby.org/online-giving.  

FLOWER FUND 
St Mary is planning to establish a “Flower Fund” to 

maintain fresh flowers in the church every week, not just 
Holy Days and Feasts. If you would like to help establish 
the fund, please make a donation to St. Mary and write 
“Flower Fund” on the memo line.   

 
 

NEW YEAR RETREAT “REBUILDING YOUR TEMPLE” 
Two Nights: December 30, 2022, to January 1, 2023 

Led by Franciscan Friar Father Peter Tremblay, 
preaching with both power and compassion. 
Opportunities for private reflection, Adoration, Mass, 
and confession. Also traditional New Year’s festivities and 
banquet dinner. The special price is $345 per person, one 
person per room; $275 per person, two persons per 
room. This includes all meals including a New Year’s 
banquet and party favors, 2 nights’ lodging plus access to 
our beautiful facilities, trails, and outdoor meditation 
areas. For those who don’t need lodging, there is a 
commuter rate of $150 per person. Register at 
catholicconference.org/new-years/ 

RESPECT LIFE GROUP - SAVE THE DATES 
November 2022 

 Nov 28: Walking With Moms in Need info meeting 
December 2022 

 Ticket to Ride Scholarship Fundraiser for March for 
Life DC 2023 ends Dec. 8 (See details below) 

 Jan. 11:  Respect Life Group sponsors Donut Sunday 
January 2023  

 1st Saturday, Jan. 7 Mass, then pray at Planned 
Parenthood, 700 S. Torrence St, Charlotte 

 Jan. 13: Charlotte March for Life, 1123 S. Church 
St, Charlotte. More info: marchforlifecharlotte.com 

 Jan. 20: “50th Anniversary” March for Life DC. More 
info: marchforlife.org  

 Jan. 22: Pregnancy Resource Center of Cleveland 
County baby bottle drive begins Life Sunday 

TICKET TO RIDE! 
In celebration and support of the 50th Annual March 

for Life in Washington, DC this January, the Respect Life 
Committee is launching a scholarship fund drive: 
Donations will help cover the cost of bus fare to DC & 
back for our participating parishioners from St. Mary and 
Christ the King. A donation jar will be displayed after all 
Masses until December 8th, Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. Please contact a member of the Respect life 
Group with questions. Thank you! 

RALEIGH MARCH FOR LIFE 
Knights of Columbus Council 12266 in Forest City is 

sponsoring an executive charter bus to Raleigh on January 
14, 2023 to attend the 21st Annual Rally and March for Life. 
The roundtrip will begin in the parking lot of Immaculate 
Conception Church at 6:30 AM and return to same by 10:00 
PM. The fare will be $40 for adults and $25 for youth 18 and 
under. Questions? Call Tim at 828-447-2660. 

MEETING FOR WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED 
Thanks for your patience as the first information 

meeting had to be changed. The new meeting date is 
Mon, Nov. 28, 4:00 PM at the St. Mary parish hall. 

What is Walking with Moms in Need? It is a process 
through which Catholic parishes and communities “walk 
in the shoes” of local pregnant and parenting women in 
need. Everyone should know how to help moms in 
difficult circumstances. While not trying to turn Catholic 
parishes into pregnancy centers, we can support local 
pregnancy centers where they exist, and we can also find 
and share other resources with pregnant and parenting 
women.  We look forward to working together to help 
our parish meet the needs of at-risk mothers in our area. 

Pro-Life Announcements 

Stewardship 

Catholic Conference Center 



Dear Parish Family, 

The blessed season of Advent is upon us, and our readings this Sunday offer an 
exhortation: “stay awake!” Staying “awake” or “alert” might not feel like the most natural 
state of mind at this time of year. The days are getting shorter, darker, and chillier, and 
the prospect of slowing down and staying home seems more and more attractive. It is 
timely then, that the words of Saint Paul and of Jesus Our Lord warn us to resist the 
temptation to become sluggish.  

Advent is a time of alertness: Christ is coming, and “Blessed are those servants whom the 
master finds vigilant on his arrival” (Luke 12:37). We can stay “vigilant” by making an 
extra effort during the time of Advent to carry out our normal activities more virtuously 
and with greater grace. In this way we will answer the call to “conduct ourselves properly 
as in the day” (Rom 13:13) and resist the temptation to become complacent about our vices.  

We should be “alert” in examining our consciences during this season and be sure to make 
a good confession before Christmas. We should also be “awake” to the voice of God in 
prayer. He will surely find ways to speak to us during this lively season. And we should be 
“vigilant” to the needs of those around us as we plan for the Christmas exchange of gifts. 
There are so many who suffer even more at this time of year from the lack of even 
necessities such as food, clothing, or shelter.  

If we “stay awake” during Advent we will discover the many graces that Jesus wants to 
distribute to us during as we prepare for Christmas. The celebration of Christmas will be 
more grace-filled if we have prepared for it by attentive waiting. Let us pray for one 
another as we begin this season of alert and joyful anticipation.  

In Christ, 
Father Peter Ascik  

 ····························································································  

“I f time is not filled by a present endowed with meaning expectation risks becoming 
unbearable; if one expects something but at a given moment there is nothing, in 

other words if the present remains empty, every instant that passes appears extremely 
long and waiting becomes too heavy a burden because the future remains completely 
uncertain. On the other hand, when time is endowed with meaning and at every instant 
we perceive something specific and worthwhile, it is then that the joy of expectation 
makes the present more precious.  

Dear brothers and sisters, let us experience intensely the present in which we already 
receive the gifts of the Lord, let us live it focused on the future, a future charged with 
hope. In this manner Christian Advent becomes an opportunity to reawaken within 
ourselves the true meaning of waiting, returning to the heart of our faith which is the 
mystery of Christ, the Messiah who was expected for long centuries and was born in 
poverty, in Bethlehem.”  

– Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Homily at the Celebration of First Vespers of Advent, 2009 


