St. Mary, Mother of God Church

2 A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg
1 A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust
Roman Catholic Church
608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229
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Father Ronald Maquifiana—~Pastor
rmaquinana@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parish Staff
William Girardi, Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085
Claudia Vertosick, Business Manager/Parish Secretary
Helen James, Religious Education Director
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director
William Girardi, Social Hall Coordinator—412-719-7085
David Valencic, Parish Custodian
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker

Ministries
Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone—Teen Ministry
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy—Evangelization
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry
Gina Jones—Helping Hands

Organizations

Diane Grant—Christian Mothers
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray—St. Vincent de Paul Society

Office Information
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours :
724-295-2281 (Office) 724-295-3090 (Fax)
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Parish Website: www.stmaryfreeport.com

Parish Email Address: thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com

. MISSION STATEMENT—St, Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and
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Parish Information
Saturday (Vigil): 4:00 P.M.

Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday—38:00 A.M.

Holy Day of Obligation: 8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.
Reconciliation: Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M.

Baptism: Sundays within the 11:00 A.M. Mass (by appointment)
Marriage: Contact the Parish nine months in advance.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn
more about the Catholic faith. Pre-registration is required. Con-
tact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 724-295-2281.

Hospital or Home Visit: If you would like to receive Holy
Communion or if you know someone who would like to have the
priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.

Holy Communion: Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion are available to bring the Eucharist to the sick and home-
bound. If you know of someone, please call the Administrative
Office at 724-295-2281.

Baptism: To understand the importance of the Sacrament of
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are required to attend

one baptismal class. To register for one of these classes, please
call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281.

g strengthening a community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.



P e BT We are at the second Sunday of Advent and the call to prepare for the coming
- of theLord continues as we see it in our gospel this Sunday. When the word of God
,;,ﬁ came to John the Baptist while he was in the desert, he acted on it. He went through-
~ out the entire region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance to the people.

He said “prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

This call also extendsto us. Last Sunday | invited you to focus your prepara-
tion not only in the material aspect, but also in the spiritual because we are spiritual
beings that needs our souls to be nourished and be aware of our calling to care for oth-
ersaswell. Let us admit that sometimes we do not live to the expectations of God be-
- cause of our weaknesses and self-centeredness. There are times when God would give
Yus opportunities to do something good for others but we would ignore them or let it
| pass by. If we will just take heed to what He is telling us, we can be an instrument of

¥
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N : : = Hishope, love, peace and joy which is the message of the entire Advent Season.
i i {fi That is why during this season of Advent, we have the Advent Penance Ser-
\5 o ¥ S, Vicesinour region, to give us an opportunity to recourse to the sacrament of reconcili-

ation. As we realize our sins of omission and commission, we are able to ask God for
His forgiveness and His grace to strengthen us in our weaknesses and help us become better in our way of living
out His gospel so we can be a good example for others.
As scheduled, the Advent Penance Services for our region are the following:
December 11" at 7:00 P.M. — St. Lawrence Parish, Cadogan
December 15" at 12:00 Noon — Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Kittanning
December 18" at 7:00 P.M. — St. Mary, Mother of God Parish, Yatesboro
December 20" at 7:00 P.M. — St. Mary, Mother of God Parish, Freeport
December 22" at 12:00 Noon - Christ Prince of Peace Parish, Ford City
| hope you will find time to attend our Advent Penance Service as we continue to prepare for the coming
of the Lord.
Please remember me, too, in your prayers as | celebrate my 12 priestly anniversary this coming Decem-

ber 12th, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
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Reconciliation

FORMED PICK

1531: A Story That Is Not
Finished Yet

Our Lady of Guadalupe Came to Change
the Waorld
1531 shares the history of why millions of Artecs convarnead to the
Cathollc Faith and the little known truth that this incredible SOy
is not finished yot “This g a powerful sion.
Amozing.”
‘Watch on formed.org —Constonce A, Euclid. OH
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™ AR We are pleased to give you a free subscription to formed.org. Entertaining movies, enlightening programs,
i" @ ﬂ{ " / inspiring talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks—all just a click away! It’s easy to get started.

Go to: formed.org
Click on Register and create your FREE account by entering your Parish Code and email address.
Your Parish Code is: VNX4G6
Get inFORMED with great content from virtually any device . . . anytime, anywhere.
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Macurdy at: bmacurdy@ufcw.org or call her at 724-295-9411.
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Andrew & Jessica Theys, on the
baptism of their daughter,
Allana Rae. She s a child of God,

Congratulations to the proud parents,

heir to the Kingdom!
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Thank you to the Christian Mothers
“ for donating the apples that were
E & hank given out to the people who attend-
Qi ed the Thanksgiving Day Mass. This

794 nas been a long time tradition here
at our parish and all efforts to continue this tradition
are appreciated.

@ To understand the
aprem
importance of the
&% gsacrament of Bap-
'.""ﬂ

J%.. tism and your
q_) - obligation as par-

tparst ents, you are re-
quired to attend one baptis-
mal class. The final class for
this year will be held on Thurs-
day, December 13th. To regis-
ter for this class, call Mark and
Melissa at 724-230-4450 or

Christmas  Memorial ~Flowers g4

may be placed in the regular col-
lection basket until Sunday, De-

cember 16th. Please write the ‘

names of those you wish to hon-
or on the envelope. We will pub-

lish the names of those you so ‘

wish to honor with a donation.

Installation of our new Extraordinary Ministers Fl REST IN PEACE—In your chari-
of Holy Communion

ty of prayers, please remem-
[l' ber the soul of Harold V.

McGuire who was recently

buried from our parish. Wel-

come him and all who have
gone before us into the joy of ever-
lasting life and bring comfort and peace
to his family.

Called |o Serve

Congratulations to Fr. Ron on the
12th Anniversary of his ordination.
May God shower you with his love
and continue to shine His people
through you.

™ _._\llﬂ"" 8 sy oYerar

Today - immediately following all masses.
Please take the time to stop in and extend a
friendly hello to your fellow parishioners.

2 t Mark Your Calendar for

Stocking The Mardi - Gras  wine
#imre  tasting festival which will

Stufiers
be held on Saturday,

— March 2nd. Tickets will
be available for Christmas gifts. Please call

the Administrative Office at| \@%fiey 04 \ T \ 1 LT 7= % Bridget Fogarty at 724-294-0089 for tickets
724-295-2281. ' ' i / ; and all information
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December 9th Religious Education Classes—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.—Security Guard - Christina Kapinskis; 11:00 A.M. Mass—6th Grade
Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass

December 11th RCIA—6:30 P.M. - John & Betty Lou Nemcek’sresidence

December 15th Baptism—* Walker” - 10:45 A.M.

December 16th Religious Education Christmas Party—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.—Security Guard - Vicki Ostrowski
Teen Ministry—9:35 - 10:45 A.M.; Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass

December 18th RCIA—6:30 P.M. - Conference Center

December 20th Advent Penance Service—7:00 P.M.

December 23rd No Religious Education Classes; No Choir Practice

Come join us for Theology on Tap, a program for young adults who want to explore the role of faith in their daily
~ y lives. In this casual atmosphere, you'll hear straight talk and honest answers to your deepest questions about
110 LA faith, love, work and other real life experiences. Theology on Tap provides an opportunity to not only learn
(' | - about your faith but also meet like-minded people, make new friends and enjoy an evening out. Theology on Tap
is open to all young adults in their 20’s, 30’s and 40’s, singles and couples, regardless of religious affilia-
tion. Speaker Will Smith will start the evening followed by an open discussion. Join us on Thursday, December
13th at 7:00 P.M. at Cooper Station on Route 356 where we will explore “How do | see the face of Christ in the homeless person?”
Appetizers will be provided with dinner and drinks available for purchase. Please contact Natalie at: kolishn@gmail.com, Chris at:
cmwhite929@gmail.com, or Gen at: gennifersvitek@comcast.net with any questions. We hope to see you there!

The diocese is looking for coaches and players
for a CYO high school boys’ basketball league.
The league is open to Diocese of Greensburg
parishioners in grades 9-12 who meet eligibil-

A Christmas prepa-
ration retreat fea-
turing Benedictine
Father Cyprian Con-
stantine will be held

AN INVITATION TO A

(ASKETBAL; )

Iy ity requirements. The season will run from

at Mount St. Macrina House of Prayer, Uniontown, on Sunday,
December 16th, from 1:15-5:30 P.M. (includes dinner). Offer-
ing is $35.00 and the registration deadline is Wednesday, De-

January through the CYO state tournament in March. Games
will be played Thursday and Saturday evenings at the Queen of
Angels Catholic School gym in North Huntingdon. Contact Jeff

Wilkins at:  wilkinsjjj@windstream.net for all details. All
coaches must comply with diocesan clearance policies.

cember 12th. To register, please call 724-438-7149 or email:
hpmsm@verizon.net.

Christ, The Light in the Darkness - Everyone is
invited to attend a Parish Mission this year which
will be held on December 17th, 18th &

Parish
- -
MlSSlo 19th. Monsignor John Cippel, a native of Ford City,
will present an Advent themed mission entitled,

“Christ, The Light Shining in the Darkness”. His message is intended to
prepare our hearts for the Christmas season.

m Monday, December 17th at 10:00 A.M.—St. Lawrence Church and
7:00 P.M. at Christ, Christ, Prince of Peace Church

m Tuesday, December 18th at 10:00 A.M. at St. Lawrence Church and
7:00 P.M. at Christ, Prince of Peace Church

m Wednesday, December 19th at 10:00 A.M. at St. Lawrence Church &
7:00 P.M. at Christ, Prince of Peace Church
Each day Monsignor will focus on a different reflection of the Advent sea-
son and each session will be approximately one hour long. No reserva-
tions are required and everyone is invited to attend.
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park apation n USe Unies Ghange o
Lise campaign! Vowr chwreh’ raisng o¥
¥ 3,1354.49] wil help so many les be
Saved = tans Sorred. You are s
appreviated  we art ecuted o parker
with You again Hhe. Suhoe !

God bless
(5 Choies

Fr. Aaron Kriss, Senior Parochial Vicar at Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament Parish, Natrona Heights, our

neighbor, who was the Speaker for the Theology on Tap program last month, has completed his third book of poems

entitled ONE A DAY REFLECTIONS - 365 very short poems (plus one for Leap Year) - one for each day of the year. If

you are interested in purchasing one of these books, please contact the parish office at 724-295-2281 or email

Fr. Aaron at: akriss@diopitt.org. The suggested donation is $14.00/book. This may be a good gift to give someone for

Christmas. If you are interested in getting a copy of Fr. Aaron's first book of poems CELESTIAL THOUGHTS or his sec-
ond book SPIRITUAL INSPIRATIONS, contact him at his email address or his office at 724-226-4900, Ext. 20.




MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 15TH & 16TH, 2018

Altar Servers Extraordinary Ministers of Holy L ector Greeters Organist Cantor
Communion
Saturday - 4:00 P.M.
Fred Walker Mary Williams; Dave Vaencic  Dave Brestensky ' Dave Posney Diane Pleva Alex Smith
Lauren & Leah Clark Jackie DeFelice Lois Posney
Sunday—8:30 A.M.
Luke & Emily Boylan Tom Brestensky Annette John Nemcek Tom Koharchik = Tom Koharchik
Katie & Mary Huth LisaBoylan Domachowski Betty Lou Nemcek
Olivia Brestensky Carol Carson
Sunday—11:00 A.M.
Celeste Beacom Debbie Baustert Rob Svitek Jill Zalewski Dave Wesolosky ' Choir
Victor & Olivia Svitek Bill Cogley
Jackson Ringer Lisalsenberg

MNMass Intention
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MASSES FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

SATURDAY: December 8th

4:00 P.M. 4Edna Barr (Mary Fullerton)
SUNDAY: December 9th

8:30 AM. ¢ Walter Sliviak (Grant Family)
11:00 A.M. St. Mary Parishioners
MONDAY: December 10th

8:00 A.M. ¥ Leonard Stanoski (Wife—Norma Jane)
TUESDAY: December 11th

8:00 A.M. % Loretta McCullough (Family)
WEDNESDAY: December 12th

8:00 A.M. #Ronald Novosat (Friend)
THURSDAY: December 13th

8:00 A.M. #Edith Pesci (Estate)
FRIDAY: December 14th

8:00 A.M. 4 John Bono (Debbie & Tom Basile)

MASSES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

SATURDAY: December 15th

4:00 P.M. Special Intention
SUNDAY: December 16th

8:30 AM. ¢Floral Trettel (Family)
11:00 A.M. St. Mary Parishioners

The Altar Bread and Wine
were donated for this week
in loving memory of
FRANK & GERTRUDE HAGER
ROBERT LEPKOWSKI
By

Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski
Children & Grandchildren
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In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week
in loving memory of

DUSTIN & ROSEMARY MILLER

By

f | Gary & Arlene Miller

\

O aollectioir=

Offertory Collection for December 2nd, 2018
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out: 613
No. of Envelopes Received: 203
Collection: Offertory - $6,404.00
Electronic Payments (0) - $0.00
Loose - $347.50; Children - $20.11

Total Collection - $6,771.61
THANK YOU!

3 Saturday, December 15th, 2018
Cinady Kaminski & Christine Bender
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Thanks to-our advertisers who sponsor this bulletin.
Please support them with-your business.

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
“Bridget A. Fogarty, Realtor”
entury 21 American Heritage Realty

: Christmas is a wonderful time for us. In addition to
N - the very special meaning of the liturgical celebra-
1@ tion, there are many parishioners whose schedules
ELECTROMIc May not allow them to attend Mass at this wonder-

GIVING  ful time. If you are one of those parishioners, you
might want to check into electronic giving, which allows you to
continue to support the parish even when you are out-of-town
during the holiday, too busy to remember an envelope, working
weekends, or attending Mass at another parish. When you sign
up, remember to provide your envelope number.




&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers
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Thank you for advertising in

BRID OGAR
ALTOR our church bulletin.
on Dollar Produce [ am patronizing your business

because of it!

Yourney gor Home
by Deanna Light & Paul Tate
Spoken and musical reflections to
accompany your faith journey. Ideal for
times of grief, struggle or longing.
CD with mini journal $14.95.

800-566-6150
World I.ibrary Publications

the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

o 4-295-4700

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.

Lawrence P. Lutz

1

1

[ Attorney at Law

| Butler Sarver
|| Office Office
I| 285-3400 353-2170

Lisa Marie's Inc.

LUSIRRG. + HEATING
mnrnmarlnmr

www.Kennihans.com

888.333.1819

Furnace Check
Rog—e1058
$87 Special

724-224-7111
FREE DELIVERY

B Medicine“Shoppe
Midway Square
2612 Freeport Rd., Natrona Heights

* K Kk K Kk K

Saint Margaret,
Sunday Missal

An ideal companion

We look forward to for personal prayer,

welcoming your child
to join in the fun!!

724-295-3698
Owner: Lisa Isenberg

Beginner thru Advanced
Accepting Registration NOW

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

B ]

800-566-6150 * www.wlpmusic.com

Robert J. Ingoldsby, R.Ph.

The Most Complete
F RISH.COH] \ Online National

Directory of

Catholic Parishes

Check It Out Today!

Keddie Chevrolet

s s

Route 56, Vandergrift
724-567-5683

603 High Street
= JOHN'S HEATIMNG, .
C 2P aroware N, Freeport
ToLL 1.877-551-6760  (724) 295-2950

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
SUgh St Frport TIH954500

www.redmonafuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.
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Traditional; Cremation & Preplanning Services

ONE® PARISH

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

BEVERAGE = D égg'leCARE I
Your Local Pop/Beer NI SR atRivl { asebrook
Distributors Medical & Surgical Treatment .
724-295-9200 [ECEFCITECi R SR
Ittanning
103 Second Street (724) 543-3668 A Beautiful New Residence

Freeport, PA 16229 AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

That You Will Be Proud Of

L////ﬂ -,O//(/ﬂ(/L ey
Antiques & Collectibles
David & Cleatus Burk, Parishioners
Antiques on Market
502 Market Street
Freeport, PA 16229
(724) 540-5957

[ife
Matters!

For more information go1g3
e T
wwwiuscchiorg)/respectlife

17th & Smallman Sts.
In the Strip, Pittsburgh
412-471-2090 |ff rose

And A Price You Can Live With

295-4300
723 Rt. 356
(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
brok@zoominternet.net

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

510139 St Mary Church

www.jspaluch.com

[ AVE A\’e mﬂf’ia
MARIA | _
Crepmian Gregorian Chants
e conducted by
i Lucien Deiss, CSSp
Detee Available on CD ($17)
800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com
Grow in your faith, Consider
find a Mass, and - Remembering
connect with your Your Parish in
Catholic Community Your Will.

with OneParish!
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For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

WELLNESS CARE * VACCINATIONS * DENTISTRY
LABORATORY * ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY ®* PHARMACY
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT * BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING * RETAIL SHOP & MORE

1 853 Falcon Park Road * Lower Burrell
724.339.1525

“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display|

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS
Established 1921

344 Second St.

VALLEY

www.vvapets.com

295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years
EXCAVATING ® ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES ® CONCRETE WORK ® CONSULTING
SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL

www.holbeininc.com e 724 353 2635

For Ads J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800- 945 6629



