
         St. Mary, Mother of God Church  
A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

 A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Roman Catholic Church 

                    608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229 

Father Ronald Maquiñana—Pastor 
rmaquinana@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi, Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick, Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director   
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director   
William Girardi, Social Hall Coordinator—412-719-7085 
David Valencic, Parish Custodian 
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone—Teen Ministry 
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy—Evangelization 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
  

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
       

Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
   724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
   Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
   Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
 
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
        
Weekday Masses:  Monday through Friday—8:00 A.M. 
 
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  
Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M. 
 
Baptism:  Sundays within the 11:00 A.M.  Mass (by appointment)   
 
Marriage:  Contact the Parish nine months in advance. 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn 
more about the Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Con-
tact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
 
Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion or if you know someone who would like to have the 
priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281. 
 
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.   
 
Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion are available to bring the Eucharist to the sick and home-
bound.  If you know of someone, please call the Administrative 
Office at 724-295-2281. 
 
Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are required to attend 
one baptismal class.   To register for one of these classes, please 
call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

Established 1826 

MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and 
strengthening a community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
January 20th, 2019 



 This Sunday, declared as Pro-life Sunday, is a way of focusing on the value of 
each and every human life since the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decisions Roe v. Wade and 
Doe v. Bolton, which legalized abortion in every state for any reason through all nine 
months of pregnancy. It was a turning point in women's reproductive rights and has re-
mained a hot-button issue within United States politics since its legalization. 
 The Roe v. Wade decision held that a woman, with her doctor, could choose abor-
tion in earlier months of pregnancy without legal restriction, based primarily on the right to 
privacy. The case originated in 1970 as a suit by Jane Doe, a single, pregnant Texan, against 
Henry Wade, a Texas state official who enforced anti-abortion laws. The Court found for 
Doe, primarily based on privacy rights as outlined in the 9th and 14th Amendments. The 
decision was 7–2, with the majority opinion written by Justice Harry A. Blackmun. 
 This decision became so historic that the pro-life advocates started the March for 

Life movement.   Since then, every year, many pilgrims and pro-lifers across the United States travel to Washing-
ton, DC to rally, pray and give witness to the truth concerning the greatest human rights violation of our time. 
 During the time of President Ronald Reagan, a proclamation was issued creating the first National Sanc-
tity of Human Life Day in January 1984, and it included these words: 
 "  We have been given the precious gift of human life, made more precious still by our births in or pilgrim-
ages to a land of freedom. It is fitting, then, on the anniversary of the Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade that 
struck down State anti-abortion laws, that we reflect anew on these blessings, and on our corresponding respon-
sibility to guard with care the lives and freedoms of even the weakest of our fellow human beings." 
 As we commemorate this historic event, let us be promoters and defenders of life. Let us value the digni-
ty and sanctity of every human life. 
 January 22nd has been declared as a day of prayer for the legal protection of unborn children.  Let us 
offer this prayer: 
 God our Creator, we give thanks to you, who alone have the power to impart the breath of life as     
you form each of us in our mother's womb; grant, we pray, that we, whom you have made stewards of creation, 
may remain faithful to this sacred trust and constant in safeguarding the dignity of every human life. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,      
forever and ever.  Amen 

Faith Formation For Parishioners!  Now every parishioner can experience hundreds of hours viewing, read-
ing, and listening to the best Catholic content. Enjoy more than 300 episodes of beautiful and compelling video 
series, feature-length movies, motivating and spiritually-enriching eBooks, and over 40 hours of audio content.  

Register your account by going to:  www.formed.org  and use our parish account (case-sensitive) VNX4G6. 



Christian Mother’s Christmas Party—Monday, January 7th, 2019—Evolution Grille 

January 20th Religious Education Classes—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.— Security Guard - “Sam O’Donnell” 
Teen Ministry Meeting—9:35 - 10:45 A.M.; Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 

January 27th Religious Education Classes—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.— Security Guard - “Sam O’Donnell” 
Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 

February 1st First Friday—6:30 P.M. - Benediction; Deadline for names and addresses for College Care Packages 
February 3rd Religious Education Classes—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.— Security Guard - “Sam O’Donnell” 

Teen Ministry Meeting—9:35 - 10:45 A.M.; Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 
Baptism - “Lepkowski”—12:15 P.M. 

St. Mary’s is now on facebook.  Check us out!  If you would like something posted on our page, please direct all informa on 
and/or pictures to:  stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com. 

Mardi Gras Wine Tas ng  Fes val will be held on Saturday, March 2nd, 
6:00 to 10:00 P.M., in our Fellowship Hall.  Tickets are $30.00 each and in-
cludes wine tas ng and a lite fare. To purchase your ckets, please call Brid-
get at 724-294-008 .   Event is sponsored by our Parish Council.  Proceeds 
will bene t the restroom upgrade in our Fellowship Hall. 

Have you considered sponsoring our Mardi Gras Wine Tas ng Event?  Sponsor forms 
are located at all of the church entrances.  You can ll one out and return it to our  Par-
ish O ce.  Deadline for sponsor forms is Sunday, February 24th.  If you would rather 
help out in another way, dona ons are being accepted for theme baskets.  If you would 
like to donate one or several items, please call Judy Bergstrom at 724-316-5352.  Dead-
line for dona ons is Sunday, February 17th. 



Thank you Helen 
James, CCD teachers 
and students for 
another successful 
Christmas gi  and 
card program for 

our homebound shut-ins.  It was so 
evident that much love went into buy-
ing and wrapping the gi s and the 
wri ng of messages in the cards by 
the students. The shut-ins were so 
happy, gracious, and apprecia ve  to 
receive the  gi s and cards. It was 
quite the memorable event. Thank 
you again!                           

Homebound Ministry Volunteers 

Three of our Homebound Ministers, 
Sharon Mihalich, Nancy Forbeck, and 
Pa y Hughes, being given a Going out 
Blessing from Fr. Ron. They have the 
consecrated Eucharist that they will 

take to St. Mary’s shut-ins.  

Dorothy  
Walker had a 
nice visit with 

Cameron 
White who 

delivered her 
a Christmas 

present.  
Christmas 

presents were 
delivered to 
St. Mary pa-

rishioners 
who are resi-

dents at  
Concordia.   

How Can We Help You? 
Did you just have a baby and could use a li le help with cooking or housekeeping while you 
adjust to being a new parent?  Are you or a family member experiencing a health issue and could 
use help with yard work, odd jobs around the house, or errands?  Do you have a loved one in the 
hospital or nursing home and need help ge ng there to visit? 

Helping Hands Ministry is a group of compassionate St. Mary “family members” ready and willing to help you during your me of 
need.  So if you or your loved one is in need of some short-term assistance, don’t hesitate to ask.  Families help each other!!! 
For help, addi onal informa on, or to become a volunteer, please contact Gina Jones at 724-448-9251 or email her at:  
ginaj1904@gmail.com.  All help is arranged with complete con den ality and to your speci ca ons. 

Stella Edmonds and John Miller received  gi s from the seventh grade! 

Holy Name Society—St. Mary, Mother 
of God Church is in the process of 
forming a Parish Chapter of The Holy 
Name Society.  All male members of 
the parish who are 18 years of age or 
older are eligible to become members.  
An ini al membership mee ng will be 
held some me this January.   At this 

me, if you are interested in becoming 
a member, please e-mail or call Tim 
Fogarty at:  tpfogarty618@gmail.com; 
724-294-0089. 

“In our society, human 
life is  under direct 

a ack from abor on, 
which some poli cal 

actors mischaracterize 
as an issue of women’s 

health.”  



MASSES FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    
 
SATURDAY: January 19th  
  4:00 P.M.    Steve Bono (Gene Forish)  
                            
SUNDAY:  January 20th   
  8:30 A.M.  Robert Gray (Lillian & Geno Pernazza)   
11:00 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners  
   
MONDAY:    January 21st   
  8:00 A.M.  Walter Sliviak (Bob & Diane Grant)  
    
TUESDAY:  January 22nd   
  8:00 A.M.  Richard Brestensky (Mom & Dad)  
  
WEDNESDAY: January 23rd    
  8:00 A.M.  Ronald Novosat (Friend)  
 
THURSDAY: January 24th     
  8:00 A.M.  Robert Hughes (Joseph & Olivia Leslie)  
 
FRIDAY:  January 25th     
  8:00 A.M.     Stella Trygar (Patty Hughes & Family)      
 

MASSES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    
 
SATURDAY: January 26th   
  4:00 P.M.    William Fullerton (DeMeno Family)  
  
SUNDAY:  January 27th  
  8:30 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners  
11:00 A.M.  Martin Sikora (Anthony Bocchi)   

 
 

Offertory Collection for January 13th, 2019 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  614      
No. of Envelopes Received:  177               

 Collection:  Offertory - $3,605.50 
Electronic Payments (10) - $485.00 
Loose - $501.00; Children - $26.00 

Total Collection - $4,617.50 
THANK YOU!  

Saturday, January 26th,  2019 
Diane Grant 

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor this bulletin.     
Please support them with your business. 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 
“Freeport Monumental Works” 

The Altar Bread and Wine  
were donated for this week  

in loving memory of  
RICHARD BRESTENSKY, JR. 

By 
Mom and Dad 

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,   
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week in 

                 loving memory of  
               MARTIN SIKORA 
                            By 
                Wife—Silvia Sikora 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 26TH & 27TH, 2019 
Altar Servers Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Lector Greeters Organist Cantor 

Saturday - 4:00 P.M.      

Fred Walker 
Lauren & Leah Clark 

Deb Showers; Bridget Fogarty 
Sharon Mihalic 

Jackie DeFelice Sharon Mihalich Diane Pleva Stephanie Bragiel 

Sunday—8:30 A.M.      

Sam & Jacob Kristine 
David Kristine 
Madison & Austin Bachar 

Betty Lou Nemcek 
John Nemcek 
Kim Holbein 

Judy Bergstrom Carol Carson 
Dave Kradel 

Tom Koharchik Tom Koharchik 

Sunday—11:00 A.M.      

Celeste Beacom 
Victor & Olivia Svitek 
Jackson Ringler 

Debbie Baustert 
Bill Cogley 
Lisa Isenberg 

Marushka Steele Jenn Liti Dave Wesolosky Choir 

      

Winter weather is here and that 
means ice and snow may make it 
di cult for some people to get to 
church.  But parish bills keep grow-

ing during the winter, including increased hea ng costs and snow 
removal expenses.  You can make sure your parish support 
doesn’t stop just when we need it the most.  Why not check out 
the simple, safe and secure online giving op on with your 
bank.   We are most grateful to all those who make every e ort to 
give consistently whether electronically or through the weekly 
o ering basket.  It really helps us plan and meet our budget.  



BRIDGET FOGARTY
R E A L T O R ®

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
c 724-448-9645 / o 724-295-4700
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com

Journey For Home
by Deanna Light & Paul Tate

Spoken and musical reflections to
accompany your faith journey. Ideal for

times of grief, struggle or longing.
CD with mini journal $14.95.

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

The Gilded Pear
Antiques & Collectibles

David & Cleatus Burk, Parishioners
Antiques on Market
502 Market Street 17th & Smallman Sts.
Freeport, PA 16229 In the Strip, Pittsburgh
(724) 540-5957 412-471-2090

510139 St Mary Church

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
524 High St. Freeport    724-295-4500

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.

ANKLE 
AND FOOT CARE

DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.
Medical & Surgical Treatment

of the Foot & Ankle
Kittanning

(724) 543-3668
AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.
Lawrence P. Lutz

Attorney at Law

Butler Sarver
Office Office

285-3400 353-2170

www.Kennihans.com
888.333.1819

Furnace Check
Reg. $125

$87 Special
724-224-7111

FREE DELIVERY

Midway Square
2612 Freeport Rd., Natrona Heights

Robert J. Ingoldsby, R.Ph.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

A Beautiful New Residence
That You Will Be Proud Of

And A Price You Can Live With
295-4300
723 Rt. 356 

(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
rosebrok@zoominternet.net

We look forward to
welcoming your child

to join in the fun!!
724-295-3698
Owner: Lisa Isenberg

Beginner thru Advanced
Accepting Registration NOW

✮ ✮ ✮ ✮ ✮ ✮

603 High Street

Freeport

(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL
FREE

Ave Maria
Gregorian Chants

conducted by
Lucien Deiss, CSSp

Available on CD ($17)

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525
“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
344 Second St. 295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


