
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi, 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director   
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director   
Cindi Harbison  
   Social Hall Coordinator—724-272-7744 
Jennifer Liti/David Valencic 
   Parish Custodians 
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker 
   724-295-3632 (home); 724-602-5986 (cell) 

 
Ministries 

Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone     
   Teen Ministry 
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy 
   Evangelization 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray 
   St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Tim Fogarty—Men’s Group 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 
 
Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Father Ronald Maqui ana—Pastor 
rmaquinana@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday   8:00 A.M. 
 
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  

Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M. 
 
Baptism:  Sundays within the 11:00 A.M. Mass (by appointment)   
 
Marriage:  Contact the Parish nine months in advance 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn more about the 
Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Contact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 
724-295-2281. 
 
Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy Communion or if   
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 
724-295-2281. 
 
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281   
 
Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available 
to bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound.  If you know of someone, 
please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 
 
Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your 
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register 
for one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 



=(in memory of)     =(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 
MASSES FOR THE 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT     

 
SATURDAY: February 29th  
  4:00 P.M.     
                           
SUNDAY: March 1st    
  8:30 A.M.     
11:00 A.M.   
   
MONDAY:  March 2nd   
  8:00 A.M.   
    
TUESDAY: March 3rd    
  8:00 A.M.   
  
WEDNESDAY: March 4th    
  7:00 P.M.   
 
THURSDAY: March 5th     
  8:00 A.M.   
 
FRIDAY: March 6th     
  8:00 A.M.     

      
 

MASSES FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT     
 
SATURDAY: March 7th   
  4:00 P.M.     
  
SUNDAY: March 8th   
  8:30 A.M.   
11:00 A.M. 

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Fred Walker;  
   Lauren & Leah Clark   
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Brianna, Olivia & Ryan Sutara;  
   Ali & Ben Brestensky; 
   Nicolette & Monica Zollinger   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Victor & Olivia Svitek; 
   Michael & William Speers 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Sharon Mihalich; Arlene Miller;
   Bridget Fogarty  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Judy Bergstrom; Patty Hughes; 
   Cindy Harbison 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Helen James; Dan Lucovich; 
   Marushka Steele  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dave Brestensky 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. CCD Mass—3rd & 4th Grade 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  CCD Mass—3rd & 4th Grade 
 
GREETERS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Jim & Diana Talotta 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. John & Betty Lou Nemcek 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Karen Fennell; Jenn Liti 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Diane Pleva 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Stephanie Bragiel 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
Please contact the parish office if you would like to 

volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 

Ministry Schedule 
March 7th & 8th, 2020 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  
 Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7
 -15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 
 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;  
 Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;  
 2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday:  First Sunday of Lent 
Monday:  Julian Calendar Lent begins 
Tuesday:  St. Katharine Drexel 
Wednesday: St. Casimir 
Friday:  World Day of Prayer; Abstinence;  
  First Friday 
Saturday:  Ss. Perpetua and Felicity; First  
  Saturday 





Calendar of Events/Meetings 
March 1st Religious Education—9:30-10:40 A.M - Administrative Building; Teen Ministry—9:35-10:45 A.M.; Choir 
  Practice—9:45-10:45 A.M. - Church & 11:00 A.M. Mass; Baptism “Bichsel”—within 11:00 A.M. Mass 
  Evening Lenten Reflection with Speaker Fr. Matthew Palkowski, OFM—6:30 P.M. - Church 
March 2nd Christian Mother’s Meeting—7:00 P.M. 
March 3rd Pastoral Council Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Conference Room 
March 4th The Bible Timeline—9:00-10:30 A.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room; RCIA—5:30 P.M. - Conference Center; 
  Mass—7:00 P.M.  
March 5th The Bible Timeline—6:30-8:00 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 6th First Friday - Benediction—6:30 P.M.; Stations of the Cross—7:00 P.M. - Church 
March 7th Baptism “Gillis” - Within the 4:00 P.M. Mass 
March 8th Donut & Beverage Social—Fellowship Hall; Religious Education—9:30-10:40 A.M - Administrative Building;  
  Choir Practice—9:45-10:45 A.M. - Church &11:00 A.M. Mass 
March 10th Men’s Group Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
March 11th The Bible Timeline—9:00-10:30 A.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room; RCIA—5:30 P.M. - Conference Center; 
  Mass—7:00 P.M.  
March 12th The Bible Timeline—6:30-8:00 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room; Baptismal Preparation Class—6:30 P.M. - 
  Mark & Melissa Kristine’s Residence 
March 13th Stations of the Cross—7:00 P.M. - Church 
March 15th Religious Education—9:30-10:40 A.M - Administrative Building; Teen Ministry—9:35-10:45 A.M.; Choir 
  Practice—9:45-10:45 A.M. - Church & 11:00 A.M. Mass; Confirmation Retreat 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 

at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

    Evening Mass 

Diocesan Lenten Appeal 
Diocesan Target - $37,826.00  

Parish Target - $55,000.00 
Combined Target - $92,826.00 





News/Activities from Our Ministries/Organizations 



 
 
 

Offertory Collection for February 23rd, 2020 

Total Collection - $5,007.50
THANK YOU!

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated    
            for this week in                             
          loving memory of  
            Alda Waylonis         
                     By      
  Tom Swisher & Cynthia Neff  

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ, 
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn 

this week  
in loving memory of  

 Clyde & Angie Fullerton  
  By 

Mary Fullerton 

Some families have already chosen to make their 
donations through Electronic Giving.  Why not ex-
plore the convenience of this option?  Electronic  
Giving is intended to be a convenient tool for you to 
contribute weekly or monthly or to make other do-
nations to the church, electronically. With this op-
tion, you can forget about writing checks or swing-
ing by the ATM. When signing up through your bank-
ing institution, please remember to provide your en-
velope number.  Thank you! 

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor 
this bulletin.   Please support them  

with your business. 
 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 
 

“John’s Heating, Air Conditioning 
& Hardware, Inc.”  

Sanctuary Lamp Altar Bread and Wine 

St. Mary, Mother of God Membership Request/Change 
 

Name:   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: ____________________ 
 

______Address/Phone Change                                    _____ Please remove me from your census 
    

Please drop this form in the collection basket 
**New Membership Registration Forms are located at all of the church entrances**   

Saturday  
March 7th, 2020   

 
Cindy Kaminski and  

Christine Bender 

Please call the Administrative Office if you 
would like to volunteer to be one of the 

cleaning volunteers—724-295-2281. If you would like to advertise in our weekly bulletin, please 
contact J.S. Paluch Company, Inc. at 1-800-945-6629 



510139 St Mary Church             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921

344 Second St. 295-2320

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor

524 High St. Freeport    724-295-4500
www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.

We look forward to
welcoming your child

to join in the fun!!
724-295-3698
Owner: Lisa Isenberg

Beginner thru Advanced
Accepting Registration NOW

✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
 Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street

Freeport, PA 16229

603 High Street

Freeport

(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL
FREE

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

ANKLE 
AND FOOT CARE

DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.
Medical & Surgical Treatment

of the Foot & Ankle
Kittanning

(724) 543-3668
AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

www.Kennihans.com
888.333.1819

AC Check
Reg. $125

$87 Special

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525

BRIDGET FOGARTY
R E A LTO R ®

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
c 724-448-9645 / o 724-295-4700
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out   
 leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be 

eligible for 50% off labor.
 Does not include cost of 
material. Offer expires 

3/31/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 

companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 

customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 

sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

X

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


