
St. Mary, Mother of God 
Church 

608 High Street 
Freeport, PA 16229 



=(in memory of)     ♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 
MASSES FOR THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

 
SATURDAY: January 7th  
  4:00 P.M.   Robert B. Camerlo (Ron & Linda Gallagher) 
     
SUNDAY: January 8th    
  8:30 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
11:00 A.M. Mark Li  (The Paraskos Family)  
 
MONDAY:   January 9th  
  8:00 A.M. Joyce Ralston (Lucille & John Leach)  
    
TUESDAY: January 10th    
  8:00 A.M. Walter C. Sliviak (Bob & Diane Grant) 
    
WEDNESDAY: January 11th   
  6:00 P.M. Bill Fullerton (Mary Fullerton) 
  
THURSDAY: January 12th    
  8:00 A.M. Aaron Myers (Jim Myers) 
 
FRIDAY: January 13th    
  8:00 A.M.     Apolonio Gente, Jr. (Mary Ann O’Dell)     
 

MASSES FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
 
SATURDAY: January 14th   
  4:00 P.M.   Bernade e Bayne (John & Brenda DeMeno) 
 
SUNDAY: January 15th   
  8:30 A.M. DeAnna Dickey (Rich Celecki) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishoners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. TBA  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Kristine Family; Emily Boylan; 
   Harper O’Donnell   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Jacob Schaeffer; 
   Chloe Liti; Tom Brestensky  
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dave Brestensky 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Laura Huth  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Marushka Steele  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Brian Welsh  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Judy Bergstrom 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Rob Svitek  
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. MMC 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  TBA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date! 
Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
January 14th & 15th, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;  
 Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-
 28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 
 5, 6-9;  Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-
 39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 
 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-
 17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-
 3; Jn 1:29-34 

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

Vince Bachar  
  by Betty Bachar  

       
 
                                

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in loving memory of  
Clyde & Angie Fullerton,  

requested by  
Mary Fullerton  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Calendar of Events/Meetings 
Weekday Mass—8:00 A.M. - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday; Wednesday - 6:00 P.M.  

Confessions—Saturday - 3:00 to 3:30 P.M.  
Weekend Masses—Saturday:  4:00 P.M.; Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  

 Remember that the rosary is prayed on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, immediately following the 8:00 A.M. mass and 
at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, prior to the 6:00 Mass.    On weekends, the rosary is recited before each weekend mass.   

 
January 7th Baptism “Lamberton” — 5:15 P.M. 
January 8th Religious Education Classes Resume —9:30 to 10:40 A.M.; Baptism “Pijanowski”—12:15 P.M. 
January 9th “Let us Pray” Study—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall; Leadership Meeting—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 10th Christian Mother’s Christmas Party—6:00 P.M. - Evolution Grill  
January 11th “Let us Pray” Study—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall; MMC Practice—6:45 P.M. - MMC Room 
January 13th Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. mass 
January 15th Religious Education Classes & Teen Ministry —9:30 to 10:40 A.M.  
January 16th “Let us Pray” Study—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall; FORGED Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 18th “Let us Pray” Study—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall;  MMC Practice—6:45 P.M. - MMC Room 
January 20th Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. mass 
January 22nd Religious Education Classes —9:30 to 10:40 A.M. 
January 23rd “Let us Pray” Study—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 25th “Let us Pray” Study—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall;  MMC Practice—6:45 P.M. - MMC Room 
January 27th Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. mass 
January 29th Religious Education Classes —9:30 to 10:40 A.M. 
  Grief Share Meeting—6:00 to 7:30 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

***Please note that we will live stream the 
Sunday Mass at 8:30 A.M.  

Show and Tell Sunday—Today, Matthew’s Gospel describes three magi (priests 
or learned persons) coming from the East to worship the Jewish Messiah.   

Epiphany Sunday is not defined as our culture does today where an epiphany means a sudden insight or revelation that a person 
has into something. Rather, we celebrate The Epiphany where Jesus is revealed (or shown) to the Gentile (non-Jewish world) as 
God made man in the person of Jesus Christ.  One theologian calls this showing of Jesus the single most important thing that     
human eyes have seen as well as the most important event that ever happened. That’s because by faith we know that Jesus is the 
source of all our hope, joy and love, and most importantly our salvation. In fact, this revelation of Jesus as the savior of the world 
continues to go on today as it has day after day for more than two thousand years.  Remember that the non-Jewish world at the 
time of Jesus worshipped multiple gods, and only about one percent of the world’s population at that time (or a few million      
people) believed in one God. Contrast that to today where fifty percent of the world’s population (or about three or four billion 
people) recognize and worship one God. Certainly, that’s great progress, but there’s work to do. And God is calling St. Mary       
parishioners.  When the priest concludes mass each Sunday, he sends us out into the world on a mission to show people how to be 
like Jesus and to tell people about Him. We show Christ to others by our love through acts of sacrifice for family and friends.   
Chapter 13 of John’s Gospel tells us that our acts of love for one another demonstrate that we are disciples.  When our deeds are 
loving, they make our words much stronger when topics of God, faith and religion arise at work or home. Ask the spirit to guide 
you what to say. He will not let you down. And remember, Jesus chose common men and women, not scholarly teachers, to 
spread his message. And if they can, why can’t we?  Let’s live Epiphany Sunday every day!  —J.T. Tuskan    

’ 

As we begin a new year, why not consider ge ng more involved in 
our parish. We are always looking for new members to join the many 
dynamic ministries we have to offer here at St. Mary’s.  If you would 
like to know more about what ministries we do offer and how to get 
involved, please contact Arlene Miller at 724-295-3329.  If you prefer, 
you can also  email her at:  armiller52@gmail.com.  We would love to 
get more volunteers to serve in these special ministries. Won’t you 

consider sharing your me, talent and treasure with us?    



 
 
 

Epiphany House Blessing 
If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home with a 
blessing using the ini als of the magi’s tradi onal names 
(Casper, Melchior, Balthasar), four crosses, and the new 
year’s numerals.  
Materials: a piece of chalk and a small container of holy 
water. Gather with family members, friends, and perhaps 
some neighbors at the front door. 
Leader:  In the (+) name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
We sign this doorway with four crosses and the numerals 
of the new year.  [20 + C + M + B + 23] 
Let us pray:   May Christ bless this house! 
All:  Amen! 
Each room of the house is sprinkled with holy water. 

Living Room 
Where two or three are gathered in your name, Lord, 
you are present. Bless this room, O Lord. 
All:  Amen! 

Kitchen 
Give us this day our daily bread. Bless this room, O Lord. 
All:  Amen! 

Dining Room 
Prepare us for the heavenly banquet.  Bless this room,   
O Lord. 
All:  Amen! 

Bedrooms 
Stay with us Lord, when night has come.  Bless this room, 
O Lord. 
All:  Amen! 

Bathroom 
Cleanse us from all sin. Bless this room, O Lord. 
All:  Amen! 
All return to the front door to pray together. 
Leader:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father . . . 
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water.   
Bless this household through all days to come,  Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever. 
All:  Amen!                                                   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

We are so grateful to have such an amazing  
parish suppor ng us with our mission to help the 
less fortunate members of our community. Thank 
you again for all your loving, generous support. 
We would never be able to con nue this vital 
work of service to our poor, just as Christ,      

without you. May God con nue to bless you and keep your 
families  in His hands. —St. Vincent de Paul Society   

Why Should I Use My Church Envelope?  
God calls us to be good stewards. In the spirit of good        
stewardship, we are reminded to be generous in offering our 

me, talent and treasure. Our treasure, no ma er how great 
or how small, is donated each week through the regular use of 
the Sunday envelopes. The faithful use of these envelopes 
makes us conscious of your presence at worship with our    
Parish Family. Knowing you are a prac cing Catholic is very 
important in decisions that are made to enter into marriage in 
the Church or to have your baby bap zed. It is extremely    
important for us to know this when you request a le er of  
recommenda on for sponsorship, either as a godparent at 
Bap sm or a sponsor for Confirma on. The Catholic Church, 
not just St. Mary, Mother of God Parish, requires that signs of 
good faith commitment be present when people request to be 
sponsors. As a sponsor, you are being asked to give witness to 
your Catholic faith; to be a model for the person you sponsor.  
In addi on to sponsorship, using the envelopes our Parish  
provides confirms the fact that you are a prac cing Catholic, 
par cipa ng at Mass, and contribu ng to the support of the 
Church. These components are necessary in order to enroll 
your child in our religious educa on or sacramental programs 
and/or to obtain a favorable tui on rate at a Catholic School.  
Joining our Parish Family on Sunday at Mass and using your 
envelopes enables us to thank you and to provide you with      
a record of your contribu ons for tax purposes. If you think 
you may not be registered in our Parish, please call the                
Administra ve  Office at 724-295-2281.   

Adora on Invita on — On Friday mornings following our 8:00 mass, we have confessions, adora on, praying 
the rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benedic on.  The most powerful thing we can do on this earth with 
our me is to spend it in Adora on. Nothing can do more to change the world, to bring about peace, to convert 
hearts, to make repara on for the many evils commi ed.   Spending me in prayer may seem, on the outside, to 

be a passive thing; however, it is anything but!  Our world is in desperate need of hope, of renewal, of a 'turning back' to the things 
of God. By visi ng Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, we take up the best weapon for the ba les of our age and contribute to the 
healing of our culture. We cannot spend me in the rays of His Presence without receiving His grace, His love, His mercy, His peace.  
As we gaze upon Him Face to face, we are transformed li le by li le into a closer reflec on of His divine image.  Please consider 
joining us for this Holy Hour.  You do not have to sign up to a end. Come, worship the Lord!     

 
 
Prayer Book of Inten ons—This book is located on the table 
towards the back of  the church. Please take full advantage of 
this Prayer Book of Inten ons.   This book is for anyone who 
would like to enter any personal prayer requests for those who 
are ill or who are in need of prayers.  If you are not physically 
able to write the name(s) yourself, please call upon a friend to 
enter the name(s) for you or call the Administra ve Office at 
724-295-2281 to enter your requests. These inten ons will be 
remembered during mass.   



Baptized into our Faith—Congratulations to Raegan Leigh Bergstrom,  child of Gregory and Robyn Bergstrom, who was baptized on 
Sunday, December 18th.  May our Lord, Jesus Christ grant that Raegan may receive the fullness of His grace.   



GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Help and encouragement  

after the death of a loved one. 
 

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar  
and support group designed to help you rebuild 

your life.  We know it hurts, and we want to help. 
 

www.griefshare.org 



News/Activities from Our Ministries/Organizations 
To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Bap sm and your obliga on 
as parents, you are required to a end one bap smal class.   The schedule for 2023 
is as follows:  Thursday, March 9th; Friday, June 9th; Friday, September 8th and 

Friday, December 8th. Classes begin between 6:30 and 7:00 P.M., depending on everyone’s availability. If you would like to        
register, please call Mark or Melissa at 724-230-4450 or the  Administra ve Office at 724-295-2281.   

Diocesan News/Events 

Learn and enjoy your faith at home and on the go, from any device.  Sign-up for free at:  formed.org/signup.  When the “Create a 
New Account” page comes up, enter the parish zip code (16229) in the “Find your Parish or Organiza on” box.  Select our parish 
and click the next bu on.  Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at:  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net.   

The Resurrec on Choir sings for the funerals here at St. Mary, Mother of God Church. This ministry is 
meant to bring glory to God and consola on to the bereaved.  The first prac ce for 2023 will be held on 
Wednesday, February 1st at 10:00 A.M. in the  Music Ministry Room in our Conference Center.  Why not  
consider joining?    



 
 
Offertory Collection for December 25th, 2022 

No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  590      
No. of Envelopes Received:  169   

Collection:  Offertory - $7,054.72 
Electronic Payments (21) - $1,145.00 
Loose - $233.00;   Children (6) - $8.00  

Candle Money - $183.00; Catholic Accent (35) - $404.00 
Christmas Collection - $14,035.16  

Loose - $364.00;   Children (4) - $8.00  
Children & Family Services (54) - $2,101.00 
 Total Collection - $25,535.88 

Offertory Collection for January 1st, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  593      

No. of Envelopes Received: 125     
Collection:  Offertory - $5,262.00 

Electronic Payments (17) - $1,055.00 
Loose - $471.00;   Children (1) - $1.00  

Additional Christmas Donations (13) - $425.00 
Additional Children & Family Services (5) - $70.00 

Total Collection - $7,284.00 

THANK  YOU!  

Something to think about—If you normally give in the       
offertory basket, please think about on-line giving.  Online 

giving is a safe and easy way to support our parish. This      
system enables you to support St. Mary, Mother of God 

Church by making your weekly, bi-weekly or monthly          
contribution or by establishing a recurring contribution.  

Thank you!  

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor this 
bulletin.   Please support them   

with your business. 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK  

  “Dr. John A. Marty &  
Assoc.” 

Ankle & Foot Care  

St. Mary, Mother of God Membership Request/Change 
 

Name:   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: ____________________ 
 

______Address/Phone Change                                    _____ Please remove me from your census 
    

Please drop this form in the collection basket 
**New Membership Registration Forms are located at all of the church entrances**   

If you would like to advertise in our weekly bulletin, please 
contact J.S. Paluch Company, Inc. at 1-800-945-6629 

Prayer for Religious Vocations 
Heavenly Father 

Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given us.   
We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes  

to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.   
Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to service and leadership in your Church.   

Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the courage of the martyr.   
Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption,  

help us to be faithful disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.   
Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your Kingdom on earth.   

We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 
               August 15th, 2004 
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“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921

344 Second St. 295-2320

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor

524 High St. Freeport    724-295-4500
www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 50 years.FREEPORT

BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer

 Distributors
724-295-9200

103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

603 High Street

Freeport

(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL
FREE

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

BRIDGET FOGARTY
R E A LTO R ®

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
c 724-448-9645 / o 724-295-4700
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

 

1000 Sandy Ridge Dr., Sarver, PA
Low Maintenance • One-Level Living

Clubhouse • Pool • Fitness Center
2–3 Beds / 2 Baths • 1,718–1,816 sf

Contact: Elizabeth Hannisick, Sales Consultant

412.738.4742

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


