
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

                  A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan 
    Deacon Candidate  
William Girardi 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director  
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry   
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski 
   Parish Custodians 
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales Coordinator 
   724-316-5352 
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper—724-448-9250  
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall Coordinator  
    724-272-1995 
 

Ministries 
Laura Huth—Teen Ministry 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
Brenda DeMeno—The Caring Tree 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Bill Cogley—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
                         724-596-2942 
Tim Fogarty—FORGED (Men’s Group) 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 

 

Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Monsignor Gilbert C. Gente—Pastor 
ggente@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.      Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  
***Please note that we will live stream the Sunday Mass at 8:30 A.M.  
 

Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.; 
                              Wednesday—6:00 P.M.  

 

Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
 

Reconciliation:  Friday - following the 8:00 A.M. mass; Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M. 
 

Baptism:  Sunday    
 

Marriage:  Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  RCIA helps you to learn more about the 
Catholic faith.  Contact Msgr. Gilbert or William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
 

Hospital or Home Visit:  Contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281.   
 

Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
take the Eucharist to the sick and homebound. Call 724-295-2281. 
 

Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your    
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register for 
one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 
 

Parish Bulletin: 
Information for the bulletin needs to be received at the parish office no later 

than 12:00 Noon on Friday of the preceding week.  Email items for                 
consideration to:  thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com. Thank you!  

Third Sunday of  Lent 

March 12th, 2023 



=(in memory of)                                              
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
  

SATURDAY: March 11th 
4:00 P.M.   Edna Barr (John & Brenda DeMeno)  
                        
SUNDAY: March 12th    
  8:30 A.M. Andrew Sliwiak (Kymer Family)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
 
MONDAY:   March 13th  
  8:00 A.M. Virginia Bender (Chris & George Bender)  
    
TUESDAY: March 14th    
  8:00 A.M. Violet DeMeno (John & Brenda DeMeno)  
  
WEDNESDAY: March 15th   
  6:00 P.M. Frank & Paul Bacik (Family) 
  
THURSDAY: March 16th    
  8:00 A.M. Denise Miles (Wyant Family)  
 
FRIDAY: March 17th    
  8:00 A.M.     Gregory & Autumn Wells (Gerry Clark)      
  7:00 P.M. Stations of the Cross 

 
MASSES FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT     

SATURDAY: March 18th   
  4:00 P.M.   BernadeƩe Bayne (Gary & Arlene Miller)  
   
SUNDAY: March 19th 
  8:30 A.M. James Ebig (Bob & Judy Bergstrom)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dawson Gaillot 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Huth Family; Zollinger Family 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Mason DeMeno; Evan Giori 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Nancy Forbeck 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Laura Huth 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Tom Brestensky  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dianne Zadnik 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Annette Domachowski 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Bill Cogley 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. MMC 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  TBA 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!   
Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
March 18th & 19th, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday:  2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 
 4:24-30 
 

Tuesday:  Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9;  
                 Mt 18:21-35 
 

Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;  
 Mt 5:17-19 
 

Thursday:  Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-
 23 
 

Friday:  Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9,  
 10-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34 
aturday:  Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 
 18:9-14 
 

Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23: 1-3a,  
 3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 
 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

Richard Ledoux 
  by Karen Savage        

 
                                

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in honor of  

Stephanie Bragiel & John Ryan Rudzki  
requested by 

Diane & Ernie Bragiel  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants 
pardon of sin. All hope consists in confession. In         

confession there is a chance for mercy. Believe it firmly. 
Do not doubt, do not hesitate, never despair of the mercy 

of God. Hope and have confidence in confession. 
– Saint Isidore of Seville (560-636), Bishop, Doctor 

of the Church, Feast Day April 4th  



St. Mary’s Calendar  
March 12th Donut Sunday immediately following Sunday morning masses; Religious Education Classes/Teen Alpha—9:30 
  to 10:40 A.M.; Grief Share Meeting—6:00 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 13th Leadership Meeting—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
March 15th MMC Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMC Room 
March 16th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
March 17th Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass; Stations of the Cross—7:00 P.M. 
March 19th Pancake Breakfast—8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall; Religious Education Classes/Teen Alpha—9:30 
  to 10:40 A.M.; Grief Share Meeting—6:00 - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 20th FORGED Men’s Group Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
March 22nd MMC Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMC Room 
March 23rd Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
March 24th Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass; Stations of the Cross—7:00 P.M. 
March 26th Religious Education Classes/Teen Alpha/1st Communion Workshop —9:30 to 10:40 A.M.;  
  Grief Share Meeting—6:00 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 29th MMC Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMC Room 
March 30th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
March 31st Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass; Stations of the Cross—7:00 P.M. 
April 2nd Religious Education Classes/Teen Ministry—9:30 to 10:40 A.M. (5th Grade Open House); “Walking the Way 
  of the Cross” (Meet at St. Mary Church)—2:00 P.M.; Grief Share Meeting—6:00 - Christian Mothers’ Room 
April 3rd Regional Penance Service—6:30 P.M.; Christian Mothers’ Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room  
April 4th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Sunday, March 19th 
8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

Menu: 
Pancakes/Sausage 

Orange Juice/Milk/Coffee 
Adults—$8.00 

Children (5-12 yrs.) - $5.00 
Children under 5 - Free 

Tickets may be purchased following mass in 
the back of the church 

Sponsored by FORGED Men’s Group 

DLA—Our Diocesan Commitment for 
2023 is $42,467.00.  St. Mary’s Parish 
goal is $90,000.00.  As we prepare for 
our 200th anniversary, last year we 
began a four year commitment in  
restoring our historic church stained glass windows.  This    
restoraƟon project was esƟmated to be over $200,000.00.  All 
who give will be recognized and special  sponsorships will be 
available for this project’s undertaking.  We also are in need of 
an immediate replacement of every CCD classroom window.  
That makes this year’s DLA even more important and every 
pledge and giŌ will truly make an impact. GiŌs/pledges may be 
made online at: 

dioceseofgreensburg.org/OneBody 
If you prefer, you can fill out the pledge card that you received 
in the mail (addiƟonal ones are located in the back of the 
church) and make your check payable to: 

St. Mary Church—Diocese of Greensburg and mail to:   
Diocesan Lenten Appeal—Diocese of Greensburg 
723 East PiƩsburgh Street, Greensburg, PA 15601  

A sincere thank you to those who’ve already pledged.  

 
 
 

Sunday - March 12th 
Immediately following Sunday masses  

in our Fellowship Hall! 

Diocesan Target 
$42,467.00 
Parish Goal 
$90,000.00 

Total 
$132,467.00 

Amount Pledged 
$73,425.00 

Amount Paid  
$47,115.00 

Number of Donors 
40 



Discover the Real You —
Every Ɵme you collaborate 
with God to create a Holy 

Moment…the real you emerges. Most people live and die  
without even scratching the surface of their potenƟal. Don’t let 
that be your story!  Let Holy Moments reveal what the real you 
can do.  It only takes a handful of Holy Moments to flood your 
soul with joy and show you a new and exciƟng vision for the 
rest of your life. This Lent, you’ll receive two free videos to 
help you unleash your power to collaborate with God.  Sign up 
at:  hƩps://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html. You’ll receive 
short, inspiraƟonal videos each day to help you slow down, 
find clarity, and connect with God. Use the wisdom you gain to 
go create Holy Moments in every aspect of your life.   

The Ascension Lenten Companion — This resource explores 
the Gospel readings for each Sunday of this Lent to help us 
prepare beƩer for Mass and grow closer to Jesus each day. The 
program includes engaging videos by Fr. Toups and an         
inspiraƟonal journal with daily meditaƟons, prayer prompts, 
space for journaling, original sacred artwork, and weekly     
videos that keep us on track. This program you do on your 
own.   Look for the Lenten Companion at the church entrances. 
To watch each of the weekly videos, please use this link:   

hƩps://ascensionpress.com/pages/the-ascension-lenten-
companion-year-a-leaders-resources                     

Please bookmark the link so you can easily find the video each 
week.  Scan the above QR code to go to the videos.   

The “Side GroƩo” for private meditaƟon, 
prayer and reflecƟon upon the crucified Lord 
is located at the right side altar.  This area is 

open daily from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  Please feel free to walk 
and meditate on the StaƟons of the Cross at your leisure.  
Booklets are available at the church entrances.  We ask that 
you please remember to return booklets.   

Walk the Prayer Garden—Everyone 
has the opportunity to privately 
walk the StaƟons of the Cross in our 
prayer garden at your convenience 
(weather permiƫng).  StaƟons of 

the Cross booklets are available for you to use at the side   
entrance of the church.  Please remember to return these 
booklets.   

This Friday we celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day.    St. Patrick really wasn’t Irish!  He was 
born in England.  He was captured by      
pirates when he was 16 years old and taken 
to Ireland as a slave.  He eventually escaped 

and was reunited with his       
family. He later returned 
to Ireland as a mission-
ary.  He is credited with 
bringing ChrisƟanity to 
parts of Ireland and he is 
the patron saint of Ireland.  

Teen Ministry will host Family StaƟons of the Cross on Friday, 
March 24th. Families are invited to enjoy pizza, salad, and  
dessert at 6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall before going to the 
church for StaƟons of the Cross. We will have acƟviƟes for  
children in the hall between 6:00 and 7:00 P.M.  Sign up sheets 
are located at the church entrances.  Please sign up and let us 
know how many will be aƩending.   

Easter Memorial Flower Envelopes 
may be placed in the regular collection 
basket.  You may also mail in or         
drop off your Easter Memorial Flowers     

envelope at the Administrative office.  Deadline is 12:00 Noon 
on Monday, April 3rd.  Please write the names of those you 
wish to honor on the envelope.  We will publish the names of 
those you so wish to honor with a donation.  Thank you!          

March 23rd (6:30 P.M.) - St. Lawrence, Cadogan 
March 25th (12:00 Noon) - St. Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, KiƩanning 
March 28th (6:30 P.M.) - St. Mary, Mother of God, Yatesboro 
March 30th (6:30 P.M.) - St. Patrick, Brady’s Bend 
April 1st (12:00 Noon) - Christ, Prince of Peace, Ford City  
April 3rd (6:30 P.M.) - St. Mary, Mother of God, Freeport 

Special thanks and 
appreciaƟon to Joel 
Schaeffer who painted 
the steps and walls to 

the choir loŌ and to Dan Thimons PainƟng and crew for 
painƟng the halls of the first and second floor of our 1962 
school building.  We are so grateful for your giving of Ɵme and 
talent “at no charge” during this Lenten season.   



Learn and enjoy your faith at home and on the go, from any device.  Sign-up for free at:  formed.org/signup.  When the “Create a 
New Account” page comes up, enter the parish zip code (16229) in the “Find your Parish or OrganizaƟon” box.  Select our parish 
and click the next buƩon.  Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at:  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net.   



News from Our Diocese  
THE WELL, Diocesan 
Men’s Conference, 

planned for Saturday, 
March 25th   

Men in the Diocese of 
Greensburg are invited 
to get out of their   
comfort zone and make 
Catholicism a way of life at “THE WELL – BE NOT 
AFRAID,” the Diocesan Men’s Conference,          
to be held at Christ Our Shepherd  Center,            
Greensburg. It will be a day of inspiring  speakers, 
EucharisƟc AdoraƟon, ReconciliaƟon and  Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Larry J. Kulick. The cost is 
$50.00 and includes lunch. Scholarships are  
available through the Diocesan Francis Fund.              
To register,  please visit:   

DioceseofGreensburg.org/ TheWell    

Lent requires Catholics over the age 
of 14 to abstain from eaƟng meat on 
Fridays during Lent.   Saint Patrick's 
Day, or the Feast of Saint Patrick,    
falls on a Friday this year. The 
memory of this missionary apostle to 
Ireland  recalls his preaching of the 
faith and encouragement to live    
authenƟc ChrisƟan lives.  Lent does 
not disappear with the fesƟval       
celebraƟon of St. Patrick. Rather,      
in the Diocese of Greensburg,        
Bishop Larry J. Kulick 
will permit Roman  
Catholics to fiƫngly 
observe March 17th 
this year with another 
choice of penance 
rather than to abstain 
from meat.   

Saint Vincent Archabbey Retreats will host “A 
PrescripƟon For Your Spirit: A Day of Faith, 
Recovery and RestoraƟon for Health Care  
Professionals,” with BenedicƟne Father Shawn 
MaƩhew Anderson, pharmacist, biology     
faculty member and retreat director, Saturday, 
March 18th, in DiPadova Hall at Saint Vincent 
Archabbey, Latrobe. Guest medical               
professionals will lead discussions on          
challenges and stresses of the profession. 
Breakfast and lunch, places to pray, and quiet 
places to reflect will be provided. RegistraƟon 
begins at 8:15 A.M., and the event concludes 
with anoinƟng of the “healing hands” at     
2:30 P.M. Admission is free, but reservaƟons 
are required by calling 724-805-2139 or    
emailing:   info@saintvincentretreats.org.   

If you have any suspicion about the 
sexual abuse (or any other type of 
abuse) of a minor child by anyone — 
please contact PA ChildLine immediately 
at 800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is 
funcƟoning in a parish, school or       
diocesan posiƟon as clergy, religious, 
paid staff or volunteer, you are also  
requested to contact the Bishop’s     
Delegate for MaƩers of Sexual           
Misconduct aŌer you have called the 
ChildLine number and made the report. 
The Bishop’s Delegate may be reached 
at 724-837-0901, Ext. 1221.   



Offertory Collection for March 5th, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  600       
No. of Envelopes Received:  171               

 Collection:  Offertory - $6,322.00 
Electronic Payments (19) - $1,080.00 

Loose - $334.00; Children (11) - $20.00 
Additional Ash Wednesday (2) - $25.00 

Home Mission of the Americas (41) - $616.00 
Total Collection - $8,397.00 

Month of February On-Line Donations (19) - $721.00 
Although we are now able to aƩend Mass, we conƟnue 

to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable in 
aƩending to please mail your weekly/monthly           

contribuƟon or drop it off at the AdministraƟve Office 
or the mail box outside the office doors.  

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

Heavenly Father—Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 
               August 15th, 2004 

Your Ad Space is Waiting for You!  
“Besides the Bible, the church bulletin is the most             

frequently read piece of literature by the Catholic faithful.” 
— A  former editor of St. Anthony Messenger Magazine 


 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
•  Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
  contact your banking institution 

•  Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-  
  Line Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket at church,       
  at the Administrative Office, or in the secured mailbox  
  outside of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We are in the process of transitioning to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing 

Company, Inc.  John Patrick is not only working with current bulletin advertisers, but also looking 
to offer new advertisers the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Christopher Harte: email:  charte@jppc.net or by phone at 215-584-8870  



WELCOME TO THE 
NEW 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD
 WEEKLY BULLETIN! 

Jp

Now is a great time to call and Ռ nd out how you can suppoԭ 
St. Mary and grow your business at the same time!

Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!

280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net
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