
May 28th, 2023 



=(in memory of)      
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY      
 

SATURDAY: May 27th  
  4:00 P.M.   Richard DeFelice (John & BeƩy Lou Nemcek)
  
SUNDAY:  May 28th   
  8:30 A.M. Russell Stewart (The Policicchio’s)   
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
   
MONDAY:   May 29th—Memorial Day [Mass will be 
  celebrated at St. Mary Cemetery]  
  9:00 A.M. All Deceased Veterans  
    
TUESDAY: May 30th—Communion Service  
  8:00 A.M. Yvonne Nemcek (John & BeƩy Lou Nemcek)
   [Mass intenƟon will be celebrated by   
    Msgr. Gilbert]  
  
WEDNESDAY: May 31st   
  6:00 P.M. MaƩhias Slahtovsky (Diane & Ernie Bragiel) 
 
THURSDAY: June 1st –Communion Service  
  8:00 A.M. John & BeƩy Bartosiewicz (Family) 
   [Mass intenƟon will be celebrated by   
    Msgr. Gilbert]  
 
FRIDAY: June 2nd—First Friday    
  8:00 A.M.     ♥IHO Marguarite Yurchick (Wyant Family)      
 

MASSES FOR THE MOST HOLY TRINITY     
 
SATURDAY: June 3rd   
  4:00 P.M.   Lawrence Kort (Pete & Debbie Cordera) 
  
SUNDAY: June 4th  
  8:30 A.M. Arnold Clark (Family)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. TBA   
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Shepherd Family; Lasko Family;
   Margaret McKernan;  
   AJ Jonzcak     
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Jacob Schaeffer; Chloe Liti; 
   Tom Brestensky 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Fred Walker  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Carol Carson 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Andre Volek 
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Brian Welsh 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. John Nemcek 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Rob Svitek 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Francine Corsi 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  MMC 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
June 3rd & 4th, 2023 

Readings for the Week 

Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87: 
 1-2, 3 and 5, 6-7; Jn 19:25-34 
Tuesday:  Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14, 23;  
 Mk 10:28-31 
Wednesday:  Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16;  
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk 1:39-56 
Thursday:  Sir 42:15-25; Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Mk 10:46-52 
Friday:  Sir 44:1, 9-13; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a, 
 9b; Mk 11:11-26 
Saturday:  Sir 51:12cd-20; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mk 
 11:27-33 
Sunday:  Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18   

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of 

Fr. George Alderson/Fr. Thomas Federline 
  By The Polana Family          

 
                                

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in loving memory of  
Charles & Anna Macurdy, 

 requested by James & Marie Salsgiver  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



St. Mary’s Calendar  
May 29th Parish Office Closed—Memorial Day; Rosary—8:30 A.M. at St. Mary Cemetery; 
 Morning Mass—9:00 A.M. - St. Mary Cemetery 
May 31st MMC Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMC Room  
June 1st St. Vincent de Paul Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall 
June 2nd 1st Friday—All Day Adoration - Benediction at 6:00 P.M. 
June 4th Pancake Breakfast—8:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon - Fellowship Hall 
June 5th “Alzheimer’s and Dementia” - Speaker Laura Huth—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall  
June 9th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass; 
 Baptismal Preparation Class—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

It is Truly an Amazing Day!—There’s a word used so often today that it has lost 
its true meaning. The word is amazing.  Amazing’s definition is causing great 
surprise, wonder, or awe. But today, we might use it to describe a pizza or    

maybe a movie.  However, amazing things exist. For example, go to the Grand Canyon and see the sunrise. It is an amazing        
example of God’s creation.  In the Bible, the words amazed or amazement appear more than 100 times in just the New Testament. 
Most often the word amazed is connected to Jesus and the Disciples. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus amazed the crowds by healing 
the mute, the lame, and the blind. In Mark’s Gospel, the disciples became amazed when Jesus got into the boat and stopped the 
turbulent wind after he walked on water. Today, Pentecost – when we celebrate the Church’s birthday – is another day of     
amazement because of the Holy Spirit’s communal and individual actions described in the first reading from Acts.  First, we hear a 
mighty wind, representing the Holy Spirit’s share in the world’s creation, as well as God breathing the Spirit into Adam. Second, 
visible tongues of fire fall upon the apostles, indicating the transforming energy of the Holy Spirit. Third, the wind and fire create 
the Apostles anew, changing them from frightened individuals to people boldly speaking in foreign languages about the saving 
power of Jesus Christ!  Importantly, the Spirit came upon the apostles in a visible, public manner, modeling a communal church, a 
community of believers, whose power is especially evident in public prayer and sacramental celebrations.  After the Spirit          
descends, the Apostles go out to baptize and preach Jesus Christ. Moreover, our baptism gives us a mission, requiring all to tell the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to family, friends and others.  So, the word amazing isn’t overused in referring to Pentecost, the 
Church’s birthday, or the Holy Spirit, who through the sacraments gives us the gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, 
knowledge, piety and wonder and awe. Those gifts change lives, including our own, creating missionary disciples who lead others 
to Christ. That’s truly amazing!  —J.T. Tuskan    

’ 

 

 

11 DAYS:  NOVEMBER 6TH-16TH, 2023 

Spiritual Directors: 
Msgr. Gilbert Gente,  

Pastor, St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport 
Fr. Ronald Maquiñana, 

Pastor, St. Mary Guadalupe, Kittanning & 
St. Mary Mother of God, Yatesboro 

Tour Directors: 
Mr. Jeff Polana and  

Mr. Bill Girardi 

$3,799. FROM PITTSBURGH* 
*Air/land tour price is $3,279.  

plus $520. gov’t taxes/airline surcharges 

For more information, please contact:  
Mr. Jeff Polana 

Tel:  (724) 596-0503  
Email:  defib80@hotmail.com  

ITALY PILGRIMAGE 



“Mary, Mother Of Us All” 
There is a tender figure who stands watch over the bookends of our lives, 

Holding us in our birth and in our death. 
It is Mary who rejoices at our kicks in the womb, 

Just as she did at the visitaƟon. 
It is Mary who celebrates our first breaths at birth, 

Just as she did at the naƟvity. 
It is Mary who keeps vigil with us as we pass into death, 

Just as she did at the crucifixion. 
And it is Mary who stands ready to embrace us at every moment in between. 

When the shepherds proclaimed the good news of Christ, Mary treasured and pondered it in her heart. 
She treasures and ponders us, too, each one of us a sacred mystery. 

May the days of our lives be shaped into melody, composing a holy hymn of love to you, 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, Mary, Mother of us all. 

Amen.   

 

Thank you to everyone who made a giŌ 
to the 2023 Diocesan Lenten   Appeal.  If 
you have not made a giŌ, please     
prayerfully consider making your giŌ 
and joining with those who have as One 
Body in Christ.  GiŌs/pledges may be 
made online at: 

dioceseofgreensburg.org/OneBody. 
If you prefer, filled out pledge cards may 

be mailed to:  
Diocesan Lenten Appeal—Diocese of 

Greensburg 
723 East PiƩsburgh Street  

                                       Greensburg, PA 15601 

Diocesan Target 
$42,467.00 
Parish Goal 
$90,000.00 

Total 
$132,467.00 

Amount Pledged 
$190,655.00 
Amount Paid  
$160,603.00 

Number of Donors 
283 

   Percentage of  
Parish Participation 

46.8% 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 
May 29th at St. Mary Cemetery—9:00 A.M.  

**Please note that the Rosary will be prayed at the cemetery  
BEFORE Mass at approximately 8:30 A.M.** 

 Sunday, June 4th 
8:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon 

Menu: 
Pancakes/Sausage 

Orange Juice/Milk/Coffee 
Adults—$8.00 

Children (5-12 yrs.) - $5.00 
Children under 5 - Free 

FORGED, the Men's Group will be holding a Pancake      
Breakfast on a quarterly basis.  The next breakfast will be on 
Sunday, June 4th, from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon.  Proceeds 
from the quarterly breakfast will be used, in part, to support 
a scholarship or scholarships for youth in the parish who are 
aƩending a Catholic High School or youth in the parish 
aƩending college.  

First Friday AdoraƟon—For the 
month of June, First Friday will fall 
on June 2nd.  There will be all day     
adoraƟon beginning at 9:00 A.M.  
If you are able to come and give an 
hour of your Ɵme to spend with 

our Lord, there are sign-up sheets located at our church      
entrances.   Please join us as we adore our Lord Jesus!                   

             Memorial Day Prayer 
          Dear Lord, On this day, we remember those                                

            who have served us by protecting our                                          
            freedoms.  And we remember the  

sacrifices made for us by those who                                         
were willing to live their lives to ensure                                     

that our own would be spent in freedom. 
When we celebrate our long weekend with our friends 

and family, help us remember that our freedom to speak of 
You, and our freedom to worship You, and our freedom to do 
that which we ought to do, have all been bought at the price 

and sacrifice of many lives. 
Your Son died for our eternal life in Heaven. So, too, Your   

children died protecting us here on earth. Help us be mindful 
this weekend, and always, of the sacrifices made by those in 
uniform for all of our freedoms.  Let us never forget to pray, 

not only for the dead, but also for those still living and working 
in the cause of freedom around the world. As we celebrate and 

enjoy this time, give comfort and grace to those men and 
women who have sacrificed so much for our sake. Dear Lord, 
please pray for the protection of our soldiers in their efforts, 

and bring them home safely at the end of their duties        
wherever that home may be.  Amen   

Please join us in the Fellowship 
Hall on Monday, June 5th at   
7:00 P.M. as Laura Huth,      
Community Educator for the 

Alzheimer’s AssociaƟon, leads a discussion on Alzheimer’s and 
DemenƟa.  She will offer a brief overview of Alzheimer’s and 
DemenƟa, discuss ways we can make St. Mary’s (and other 
places) more demenƟa friendly, and will be happy to answer 
quesƟons about caregiving, caregiver resources, and how to 
manage behavioral changes and mood disturbance.  Laura is 
an occupaƟonal therapist with 23 years of experience working 
in Long Term Care and grew up in a mulƟgeneraƟonal home 
helping to care for her grandmother who had demenƟa. We 
hope you can join us!   



Congratulations to the following who received the   
Sacrament of Confirmation on Tuesday, May 9th 

Leah Clark 
Mallorie Giori 

Niccia Hernandez-Libengood 
Mary Huth 

Abigail Koharchik 
Zachary Showers 
Mckenna Smock 

Jessica Temoshenko 
John Temoshenko 
Natalie Wallisch 

Nicolette Zollinger 



News from Our Diocese  

In and Around Our Diocese  

To register or for any questions, please visit:    greensburgpriest.org.  

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, along with PiƩsburgh 
Bishop David A. Zubik, will concelebrate a 
Slovak liturgy for the centennial celebraƟon 

of Western Pennsylvania Slovak Day at Kennywood Park, West 
Mifflin, Thursday, July 20th. The celebraƟon will include      
displays, authenƟc costumes, folk dance performances, a    
sing-along, Slovak food, children’s acƟviƟes and music for 
dancing. A centennial party at the Main Stage from 2:00-    
3:00 P.M. will feature birthday cake and a meet and greet with 
Radovan Javorcik, Slovak ambassador to the United States, 
who will also speak at the 3:00 P.M. program at the Main 
Stage. The liturgy will be in the Main Pavilion at 4:00 P.M.   
Special-priced Slovak Day Ɵckets are $25.00 (good only July 
20th) and are available by mailing a check (made out to 
WPSDA) to Sue Ondrejco, 234 Ilion Street, PiƩsburgh, PA 
15207. For all informaƟon, please call 412-462-1957.  

 
 
 
 
SPREAD THE NEWS! The twelve Diocese of Greensburg Catholic 
schools now have millions of dollars in tuiƟon assistance     
available! You can become a TOP Student today. Please visit: 
www.CatholicSchoolsGuide.org or call 724-552-2565.    
Because of the conƟnued generosity of an anonymous donor, 
Catholic high school students in the Diocese of Greensburg, or 
those aƩending Catholic high schools in Western Pennsylvania, 
could receive priority for tuiƟon assistance, regardless of     
income, if they choose to aƩend Franciscan University of 
Steubenville. This new iniƟaƟve is funded by the same        
anonymous donor who funded the TOP Student program in the 
Diocese of Greensburg. To date, the TOP Student program has 
provided tuiƟon assistance to 800 families in Catholic schools 
across the four counƟes of the Diocese and has helped to   
increase enrollment in Diocesan Catholic schools by 20% in just 
two years; that is one of the largest Catholic school enrollment 
increases in North America. For addiƟonal informaƟon, please 
visit: franciscan.edu/JPII-scholarship, call 800-783-6220 or 
email:  admissions@franciscan.edu.   

The Catholic Accent helps you plan 
your summer by featuring the         
upcoming fesƟvals scheduled at      
parishes across the Diocese, including 

a special internaƟonal food fesƟval.  “The Catholic Accent” is 
always on at:  TheAccentOnline.org.   

Saint Joseph High School is offering 
summer camps this June:  Coed         
Basketball for grades 1-5 from June 
19th-23rd, Material Science for grades 
5-8 from June 19th-22nd, and Art Camp 

for grades 5-8 from June 26th-30th. Details and registraƟon 
informaƟon may be found at:  SaintJosephHS.com. QuesƟons?  
Please contact Admissions Director Shane Palumbo by phone 
at 724-226-4932 or admissions@SaintJosephHS.com.   

 
 
 
The 31st Annual Spartan   Scramble will take place on Friday, 
June 16th at Hill Crest Country Club, Lower Burrell. For more 
details, to register or review sponsorship opƟons, visit:  Saint-
JosephHS.com or call Jennifer MacNeil at 724-226-8043 or  
email her at:  jmacneil@SaintJosephHS.com. Proceeds help to 
keep tuiƟon affordable for St. Joseph High School families.   

You can’t beat these odds! Only 500 Ɵckets are being sold at $100.00/each. The grand prize winner will receive 
$20,000 and three runner-up prizes of $1,000 each. The drawing will be held on June 16th at the 31st Annual  
Spartan Scramble. Winner need not be present to win and all unsold Ɵckets are the property of St. Joseph High 

School. Proceeds directly benefit SJHS students. Contact Saint Joseph High School at 724-226-7877 to purchase your Ɵcket.   



Offertory Collection for May 14th, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  609         
No. of Envelopes Received:  145              

 Collection:  Offertory - $5,254.64 
Electronic Payments (12) - $1,535.00 

Loose - $374.00; Children (8) - $10.00 

Total Collection - $7,173.64 
THANK  YOU!  

  

Due to the early deadline for the  submission of 
the May 28th bulletin, the weekly contribution 
report for May 21st was not available.  It will be 

published in next Sunday’s bulletin.    
  

Although we are now able to attend Mass,  
we continue to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable 

 in attending to please mail your weekly/monthly   
contribution or drop it off at the Administrative Office  

or the mail box outside the office doors.  

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father—Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

Your Ad Space is Waiting for You!  
“Besides the Bible, the church bulletin is the most             

frequently read piece of literature by the Catholic faithful.” 
— A  former editor of St. Anthony Messenger Magazine 


 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
• Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
 contact your banking institution. 

• Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-line      
 Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  Of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket or at the     
  Administrative Office or in the secured mailbox outside    
  of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We are in the process of transitioning to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing 

Company, Inc.  John Patrick is not only working with current bulletin advertisers, but also looking 
to offer new advertisers the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Christopher Harte: email:  charte@jppc.net or by phone at 215-584-8870  



280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net

Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

Advertise your business in the Church 
Bulletin

• In print, online and interactive app

• Reaches parish families and visitors each week

• Constant presence keeps a strong link between you & customers

• Well-read publication - a trusted source 

• Affordable Advertising – local, targeted to community 

Chris Harte
Church Bulletin Representative

I’m here to help your 
business be noticed!

charte@jppc.net  |  215-584-8870
www.jppcadvertising.com

Jp JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

1707 Fourth St. • Trenton, NJ 08638

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the  app 
when you visit their establishments.

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... 
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