
 

Archbishop Elect Julius S. Tonel  



=(in memory of)                                                  
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 16TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME    

 
SATURDAY: July 22nd  
  4:00 P.M.   Mark & Jim Shearer (Friend) 
     
SUNDAY: July 23rd    
  8:30 A.M. Stephen Brestensky  
  (Steve Brestensky Family) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
 
MONDAY:   July 24th  
  8:00 A.M. John Kartsonas (Friend)  
    
TUESDAY: July 25th    
  8:00 A.M. Charles Lentz (Rich and Karen Brestensky) 
    
WEDNESDAY: July 26th   
  6:00 P.M. Francesco & Italia Corsi (Corsi Family) 
  
THURSDAY: July 27th    
  8:00 A.M. Bill Davis (Pat Davis) 
 
FRIDAY: July 28th    
  8:00 A.M.     BernadeƩe Bayne (PaƩy Hughes & Family)     
 

MASSES FOR THE 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
 
SATURDAY: July 29th   
  4:00 P.M.   Timothy Detman (Elaine & Neal Macurdy)  
 
SUNDAY: July 30th 
  8:30 A.M. Robert Camerlo (EllioƩ Family) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dawson Gaillot  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Shepherd Family; Lasko Family;
   McKernan Family   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Mason DeMeno; Evan Giori 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Fred Walker  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Janis Sikora  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Melissa Schaeffer  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Janice Meola  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Judy Bergstrom  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Janis Harbison 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Jamie Phillips 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
July 29th & 30th, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday:  Ex 14:5-18; Ex 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday:  2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 
 4-5, 6; Mt 20:20-28 
Wednesday:  Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-
 26, 27-28; Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday:  Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b; Dn 3:52, 53, 
 54, 55, 56; Mt 13:10-17 
Friday:  Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11;  
 Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday:  Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;  
 Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 
 127-128, 129-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 
 13:44-52 or Mt 13:44-46  

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

Richard DeFelice  
by The Family  

       
 
                                

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in loving memory of  

Jovita Walker,  
requested by  

The Walker Family   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Calendar of  Events/Meetings 
July 23rd Pasta Dinner/Bake Sale/50/50 Raffle—11:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
July 28th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass; 
 Music Festival  Set-up - Family Community Center 
July 29th Music Festival—4:00-10:00 P.M. - Family Community Center 
August 3rd St. Vincent de Paul Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Family Community Center 
August 4th First Friday—All Day Adoration; Benediction—6:00 P.M. 
August 10th J.T. Tuskan’s Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate—3:00 P.M. - Blessed Sacrament Cathedral (Greensburg) 
August 11th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
August 13th Baptism “Smith”—12:15 P.M.; Prayer Service for those going on the Pilgrimage—6:00 P.M. - Church; 
 Meeting for those going on the Pilgrimage—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
August 15th Parish Office Closed - Feast of the Assumption - a holy day of obligation 
August 16th  Alpha Training—6:00 to 9:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
August 18th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
August 19th  Bishop Larry J. Kulick - Celebrant for the 4:00 P.M. Mass;  
 Blessing of St. Mary’s Family Community Center—Following the 4:00 P.M. mass; 
 Reception for Deacon J.T. Tuskan—Following the Blessing of the Family Community Center 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 Do you exhibit this virtue? — On a windy, two-lane road, have you ever ridden 
behind a car going 30 MPH when the speed limit is 45, and you cannot pass? 
How about sitting in the doctor’s office waiting room for an hour before you are 

invited back? Or checking your watch anxiously near the end of a longer than usual Sunday mass because you’re already late for 
your brunch reservations? If you dealt with any of these examples without losing your temper, you exhibited great patience.     
Often, we can tell that a virtue is important by how many times it’s written about in the Bible, and Scripture mentions the word 
patience nearly seventy times. It does so either directly or through examples of individuals exhibiting great patience and it always 
indicates that we need this virtue. In the Old Testament, Abraham and Sarah exhibited great patience, longing for her to bear a 
son. This past week, our mass readings focused on Joseph, who over many years went from prisoner to prime minister of Egypt. 
And of course, Job displayed patience and remained faithful to God despite numerous trials and tribulations.  Patience is one of 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-33). Waiting invites our patience. Saint Francis de Sales, the 17th century Bishop of  
Geneva, said “What we need is a cup of understanding, a barrel of love, and an ocean of patience”. The English word “patience” 
comes from the Latin word patientia, which is a “quality of suffering” – suffering with calmness and endurance, what the         
scriptures call “long-suffering”.  Our good news is that no being is more patient than God, and that’s exhibited in the Gospel     
reading for today from Matthew 13:24-43 when the landowner allows weeds to grow with his wheat. In the parable, God is the 
landowner and the weeds are sinners, but God forbids the puling of the weeds because even great sinners have an opportunity to 
repent. Perhaps they could become remarkable evangelizers for Christ. Think about Saints Matthew, Paul or Augustine, all had               
unfathomable life turnarounds through God’s patience.   So, the next time you’re in agony behind the slooooow driver, ask God to 
reveal to you what He’s trying to teach you. And remember, be patient!  —J.T. Tuskan     

We are honored today to welcome his Excellency  
Archbishop Elect Julius S. Tonel  to St. Mary, Mother of God Parish  

Sunday, July 23rd, we will  host a pasta dinner.  
Menu—pasta w/meat sauce, roll, salad  and  
beverage.  There will also be a bake sale and a 
50/50 raffle.  Sit-down or take-out dinners   
available. Tickets—$8.00/Adults; $5.00/Children 

(5 and under).  If you did not purchase your Ɵckets, they will 
be sold at the door.  All proceeds will help to support the   
seminarians of Msgr. Gilbert’s home diocese, Ipil, and his   
bishop’s visit to our parish.   All are welcome!   

We are currently looking for someone to 
teach our 5th grade Religious EducaƟon 
class for the 2023-2024 school term.  
Please note that the requirements to be  a 

Religious EducaƟon teacher (Catechist) include:  you must be a 
pracƟcing Catholic; at least 18 years of age and in good     
standing in the Church; all clearances and training (safe       
environment & mandated reporƟng) will be needed.  If you are 
interested, please call Helen James at 724-272-1171.   

’ 



Diocesan News/Events 

 Community Day and Music Festival                                                                                                                                           
Hosted by St. Mary, Mother of God Church 

Saturday—July 29th  
4:00 - 10:00 P.M. 

St. Mary’s  
Family Community Center 

407 Freeport Road—Freeport 
Free Event 
Food & Drinks—Family Activities—Games 
Live Entertainment Schedule  

A program called ALPHA is starƟng soon.  The program may 
be somewhat new to us but this program was started in 1970 
and is sƟll going strong.   

Are you asking yourself, what is ALPHA?   
ALPHA is a series of 12 sessions that explore life, faith, and 
meaning. The format is basic: eat a meal, watch an energeƟc 
video presentaƟon, and parƟcipate in a small group discussion.  
There is no charge.  There is no pressure.  There is no           
follow-up.  And there is no required knowledge of what it 
means to be a ChrisƟan or to be Catholic.   
ALPHA is meant for you if you have sat at mass and silently 
worried about a friend, or relaƟve, or spouse who has fallen 
away from the church.  Maybe you know someone who feels 
lost.  Or you, a family member or friend is hurƟng.  
If any of these scenarios resonate with you, come, and join us 
this fall for ALPHA.   
Each ALPHA session explores an aspect of the ChrisƟan faith 
and they are delivered from young, engaging speakers in high 
energy videos.  Each discussion is intended to be a                
conversaƟon that seeks to unpack the issues raised in the talk.  
There is no obligaƟon to say anything, and there is nothing 
that cannot be said.   
So, come and see, come and share, come and explore.  Lives 
will be transformed. 

ALPHA is going to be on Thursday Nights beginning               
August 31st at 6:30 PM.   

The sessions will take place in the Fellowship Hall  
Please visit the Church website to sign up.   

 

Bishop Kulick desires to recognize all 
couples celebraƟng their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary during the calendar year 
2023. The Jubilarians, their children, 
relaƟves or friends should contact their 
local parish office (724-295-2281) to 
register couples for this recogniƟon.  

The Jubilarians will be invited to join the bishop for a special 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass to be celebrated in the 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral on Sunday, October 1st, 2023.              
Even though personal circumstances may not permit             
individuals to parƟcipate in the Mass, all registered couples 
will receive a scroll signed by the bishop commemoraƟng their 
anniversary.  The deadline to call the AdministraƟve office is 
Wednesday,  August 2nd.   

 Accept Bishop 
Kulick’s July  

Faithful  
Challenge to 
aƩend Mass 

while you are  
on vacaƟon.  
Even in this 

 liturgical season 
of Ordinary Time, 
we are walking, 

step by step, 
with our Lord!   

Learn and enjoy your faith at 
home and on the go, from any 
device.  Sign-up for free at:          

formed.org/signup.  When the “Create a New Account” page 
comes up, enter the parish zip code (16229) in the “Find your 
Parish or OrganizaƟon” box.  Select our parish and click the 
next buƩon.  Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at:  
bmacurdy@zoominternet.net.   



Our first “Campfire Night” was a successful 
event! Approximately 80 people gathered at           

St. Mary’s Family Community Center and 
everyone had a very enjoyable evening!     
We are looking forward to our next one        

to be held in the near future!   



Community Information/Activities 
Freeport Theatre FesƟval has opened its 34th Summer Season with “Spirit of the RevoluƟon”, 
a  historical drama wriƩen by parishioner Rennick Steele.  “Spirit of the RevoluƟon” is the story 
of a Westmoreland County farmer who joins General Washington's ConƟnental Army.  The 
remaining performance dates are July 22nd & 23rd.  Curtain Ɵme is 7:00 P.M.  Ticket  prices are 
$15.00/General; $12.00/Military; Seniors; $10.00/Students.  The theatre is handicap accessible, 
air-condiƟoned, and is located on The Steel Farm in Allegheny Township, two miles southeast 
of Freeport off Rt. 356 on White Cloud Road.  Parking is free.  If you would like to purchase 
Ɵckets, need addiƟonal informaƟon or direcƟons, please call Marushka at 724-295-1934 or 
visit:  www.freeporƩheatrefesƟval.org.   

Join fellow pilgrims from the    
Diocese of Greensburg at the 10th 
NaƟonal EucharisƟc Congress in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, July 17th-

21st, 2024. The Diocese has reserved 100 five-day adult Ɵckets 
to the event and a block of hotel rooms for our delegaƟon. 
Families with children are encouraged to purchase discounted 
family Ɵckets directly from the NaƟonal EucharisƟc Congress 
website. RegistraƟon includes one adult five-day Ɵcket, bus 
transportaƟon, daily transportaƟon to the event center         
and a four-night hotel stay. ReservaƟons are available on a          
first-come, first-served basis at $900.00/person for double          
occupancy; $1,200.00/person for single occupancy. Financial 
aid is available through the Francis Fund. Online reservaƟons, 
at: dioceseofgreensburg.org/evangelizaƟon/eucharisƟc-revival/
naƟonal-eucharisƟc-congress/ are due by September 1st with 
a 50% deposit. Final payment is due March 1st, 2024.   

In and Around Our Diocese  
 
 
St. Margaret Mary Parish, Lower Burrell, will hold its FesƟval 
of Friendship Friday and Saturday, August 11th and 12th, from 
5:00-9:00 P.M. For more informaƟon, please call 724-335-2336 
or visit:  smmlb.org.   

Mount St. Peter Parish, New Kensington, 
will hold its Festa Italiana Friday, August 4th, 
from 5:00-10:00 P.M., and Saturday, August 
5th, beginning  aŌer the  4:00 P.M. Mass.  If 

you would like addiƟonal informaƟon, call 724-335-9877 or 
visit:  newkensingtoncatholic.org.   

 

Calling all single Catholics! August 25th-27th, 2023 - Join 
400+ singles coming from all parts of the US (and beyond!) at 
the 22nd NaƟonal Conference for Single Catholics at             
St. John’s Resort, in Plymouth, MI OR parƟcipate virtually and 
engage with others via the online socials and small group 
discussions. This is your chance to connect with like-minded 
singles (of all ages). The weekend includes talks by dynamic 
speakers, music, social events, Mass, adoraƟon, fellowship 
and more. (If aƩending in-person, use the promo code 
(PARISH23) when you register to get $50.00 off! Discount 
for the first 50 sign ups naƟonwide to use this code.) Visit 
NaƟonalCatholicSingles.com for more informaƟon and to 
register. (Can’t find your quesƟon answered on the website? 
Call 512-766-5798.)   

 
 

Saint Joseph High School is hiring a Spanish 
teacher (part-Ɵme), English Literature 
teacher (part-Ɵme) and a PE/Health teacher 
(part-Ɵme) for the 2023-2024 academic 
year. The posiƟon of Assistant to the      
Principal is also open to be filled. AddiƟonal 
details pertaining to each posiƟon and how 
to apply may be found on the “Jobs at SJHS” 
page of SaintJosephHS.com.  All clearances 
will be required.   

If you have any suspicion 
about the sexual abuse (or 
any other type of abuse) of 
a minor child by anyone, 
contact the PA ChildLine 

immediately at 800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is         
functioning in a parish, school or diocesan  position as clergy, 
religious, paid staff or volunteer, you are also requested to 
contact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters of Sexual              
Misconduct after you have called the ChildLine number and 
made the report. The Bishop’s Delegate may be reached at 
724-837-0901, Ext. 1221.   



Offertory Collection for July 16th, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  606         
No. of Envelopes Received:  128             

 Collection:  Offertory - $4,934.25 
Electronic Payments (8) - $1,365.00 

Loose - $334.00; Children (7) - $9.00 

Total Collection - $6,642.25 
Although we are now able to aƩend Mass, we conƟnue 

to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable in 
aƩending to please mail your weekly/monthly           

contribuƟon or drop it off at the AdministraƟve Office 
or the mail box outside the office doors.  

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

Your Ad Space is Waiting for You!  
“Besides the Bible, the church bulletin is the most             

frequently read piece of literature by the Catholic faithful.” 
— A  former editor of St. Anthony Messenger Magazine 


 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
• Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
 contact your banking institution). 

• Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-line      
 Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket or at the     
  Administrative Office or in the secured mailbox outside    
  of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We have transitioned to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc.   

John Patrick is looking to offer new advertisers  
the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Christopher Harte: email:  charte@jppc.net or by phone at 215-584-8870  



280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net

Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

Advertise your business in the Church 
Bulletin

• In print, online and interactive app

• Reaches parish families and visitors each week

• Constant presence keeps a strong link between you & customers

• Well-read publication - a trusted source 

• Affordable Advertising – local, targeted to community 

Chris Harte
Church Bulletin Representative

I’m here to help your 
business be noticed!

charte@jppc.net  |  215-584-8870
www.jppcadvertising.com

Jp JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

1707 Fourth St. • Trenton, NJ 08638

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the  app 
when you visit their establishments.

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... 
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