
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

                  A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan 
    Deacon Candidate  
William Girardi 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director  
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry  
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski 
   Parish Custodians 
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales Coordinator 
   724-316-5352 
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper—724-448-9250  
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall/Community 
     Center Coordinator—724-272-1995 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka—Teen Ministry 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
Brenda DeMeno—The Caring Tree 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Bill Cogley—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
                         724-596-2942 
Tim Fogarty—FORGED (Men’s Group) 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 

 

Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Monsignor Gilbert C. Gente—Pastor 
ggente@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.; 
                              Wednesday—6:00 P.M.  
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  

Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M. 
  
Baptism:  Sundays (by appointment)   
  

Marriage:  Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  RCIA helps you to learn more about the 
Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Contact Msgr. Gilbert or William  
Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
  

Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy Communion or if   
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, call Msgr. Gilbert at 
724-295-2281. 
  

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281   
  

Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available 
to bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound.  If you know of someone, 
please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 
  

Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your 
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register 
for one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

July 30th, 2023 



=(in memory of)                                                  
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 17TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME    

 
SATURDAY: July 29th  
  4:00 P.M.   Timothy Detman (Elaine & Neal Macurdy) 
     
SUNDAY: July 30th    
  8:30 A.M. Robert Camerlo (Ellio  Family)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
 
MONDAY:   July 31st  
  8:00 A.M. Al Seitam & Frank Seitam (Sister - Pat Davis)
  
TUESDAY: August 1st    
  8:00 A.M. Rev. Dominick DeBlasio & Be y Canterna  
  (Friend of Family) 
    
WEDNESDAY: August 2nd   
  6:00 P.M. Mark Pracko (Caran Mazur) 
  
THURSDAY: August 3rd    
  8:00 A.M. Rosemary Shipe (Shipe Family) 
 
FRIDAY: August 4th    
  8:00 A.M.     Dorothy Wyant (Family)     
 

MASSES FOR THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD     
 
SATURDAY: August 5th   
  4:00 P.M.   Dorothy Rezak (Posney Family)  
 
SUNDAY: August 6th 
  8:30 A.M. Brian Welsh (Family) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. TBA 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Sutara Family; Paxton Iusi; 
   Koharchik Family   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Jacob Schaeffer; Chloe Liti; 
   Tom Brestensky  
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dave Brestensky  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Carol Carson  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Tom Brestensky  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dianne Zadnik  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Ali Brestensky  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Erin Smetak 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Jacob Schaeffer 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Stephanie Rudzki 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Francine Corsi 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
August 5th & 6th, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday:  Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-20, 21-
 22, 23; Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday:  Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-7,  
 8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday:  Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9;  
 Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday:  Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a, 
 8a, 11; Mt 13:47-53 
Friday:  Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37;  
 Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday:  Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;  
 Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9  

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

Timothy Detman 
  by Elaine & Neal Macurdy 

       
 

                                
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 

week in loving memory of  
Tony Arvay,  

requested by  
The Lipniskis Family   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Calendar of  Events/Meetings 
July 29th Music Festival—4:00-10:00 P.M. - Family Community Center 
August 3rd St. Vincent de Paul Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Family Community Center 
August 4th First Friday—All Day Adoration; Benediction—6:00 P.M. 
August 5th Finance Council Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall 
August 7th—11th Msgr. Gilbert will be on Retreat 
August 10th J.T. Tuskan’s Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate—3:00 P.M. - Blessed Sacrament Cathedral (Greensburg) 
August 11th Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
August 13th Baptism “Smith”—12:15 P.M.; Prayer Service for those going on the Pilgrimage—6:00 P.M. - Church; 
 Meeting for those going on the Pilgrimage—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
August 15th Parish Office Closed - Feast of the Assumption - a holy day of obligation 
August 16th  Alpha Training—6:00 to 9:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
August 18th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
August 19th  Bishop Larry J. Kulick - Celebrant for the 4:00 P.M. Mass;  
 Blessing of St. Mary’s Family Community Center—Following the 4:00 P.M. mass; 
 Reception for Deacon J.T. Tuskan in the Community Center—Following the Blessing of the Family  
 Community Center 
August 23rd MMC Practice—6:30 P.M.—MMC Room 
August 24th Rehearsal “Ravotti/Wray”—6:00 P.M.  

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

First Friday Adora on—For 
the month of August, First 
Friday will fall on August 
4th.  We will have all day           
adora on beginning 9:00 AM 
with benedic on at 6:00 PM.      
If you are able to come and 

give an hour of your me to spend with our Lord, there are 
sign-up sheets located at our church entrances.   If you are not 
able to come at the me that you signed up for, please find a 
replacement or call Bill Cogley at 724-602-1096.  Please     
remember that if we do not get enough parishioners to      
commit their me, we will have to discon nue this Catholic 
tradi on at our  parish.  Please join us as we adore our Lord 
Jesus!         

A program called ALPHA is star ng soon.  The program may 
be somewhat new to us but this program was started in 1970 
and is s ll going strong.   

Are you asking yourself, what is ALPHA?   
ALPHA is a series of 12 sessions that explore life, faith, and 
meaning. The format is basic: eat a meal, watch an energe c 
video presenta on, and par cipate in a small group discussion.  
There is no charge.  There is no pressure.  There is no           
follow-up.  And there is no required knowledge of what it 
means to be a Chris an or to be Catholic.   
ALPHA is meant for you if you have sat at mass and silently 
worried about a friend, or rela ve, or spouse who has fallen 
away from the church.  Maybe you know someone who feels 
lost.  Or you, a family member or friend is hur ng.  
If any of these scenarios resonate with you, come, and join us 
this fall for ALPHA.   
Each ALPHA session explores an aspect of the Chris an faith 
and they are delivered from young, engaging speakers in high 
energy videos.  Each discussion is intended to be a                
conversa on that seeks to unpack the issues raised in the talk.  
There is no obliga on to say anything, and there is nothing 
that cannot be said.   
So, come and see, come and share, come and explore.  Lives 
will be transformed. 
 
 

ALPHA is going to be on Thursday Nights beginning               
August 31st at 6:30 P.M.   

The sessions will take place in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please visit the Church website to sign up.   

Bishop Kulick desires to recognize all 
couples celebra ng their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary during the calendar year 
2023. The Jubilarians, their children,   
rela ves or friends should contact their 
local parish office (724-295-2281) to  

register couples for this recogni on.  The Jubilarians will be 
invited to join the bishop for a special Golden Wedding       
Anniversary Mass to be celebrated in the Blessed Sacrament 
Cathedral on Sunday, October 1st, 2023.  Even though         
personal circumstances may not permit individuals to          
par cipate in the Mass, all registered couples will receive a 
scroll signed by the bishop commemora ng their anniversary.  
The deadline to call the Administra ve office is Wednesday,  
August 2nd.   



We welcome Archbishop Elect Julius S. Tonel to St. Mary’s 



All proceeds will help to support the seminarians of Msgr. Gilbert’s and  
Archbishop Elect Julius S. Tonel’s  home diocese, Ipil 



Diocesan News/Events 

 

Learn and enjoy your faith at home and on the go, from any device.  Sign-up for free at:  
formed.org/signup.  When the “Create a New Account” page comes up, enter the parish zip code 
(16229) in the “Find your Parish or Organiza on” box.  Select our parish and click the next 

bu on.  Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at:  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net.   

 
 
 
 
Please join us for an Interna onal Food Fes val to support 
priestly forma on in the Philippines.  We currently  have nearly 
twenty Filipino priests serve as missionaries in parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Greensburg. Bishop Medil Sacay 
Aseo, Bishop of Tagum in the Philippines, will be present for the 
event. In 2018, Bishop Medil Aseo, then, Father Medil Aseo, 
was serving as Parochial Vicar at St. Mary, Our Lady of         
Guadalupe Parish in Ki anning and St. Mary, Mother of God 
Parish in Yatesboro, when he was appointed by our Holy     
Father, Pope Francis, as Bishop of the Diocese of  Tagum. To 
celebrate his visit, and give thanks for all our Interna onal 
priests, a Mass, celebrated by Bishop Kulick, and an              
Interna onal Food Fes val will be held at the Christ Our    
Shepherd Center, on August 25th at 5:30 P.M. to raise funds to 
support the priestly forma on program in the Diocese of 
Tagum. The Diocese of Tagum has the largest group of priests 
serving our diocese in our Interna onal Priests Program.      
Tickets are $75.00/per person which include samples of food 
from Italy, Eastern Europe, and the Philippines, plus an en re 
room of desserts as well as two drink ckets per person.   
Sponsorship opportuni es are available. Your sponsorship will 
help provide addi onal support to priestly forma on in the 
Philippines. To purchase ckets or if you would like to sponsor 
this event, please visit: DioceseofGreensburg.org/foodfest.   

Do you know an individual or organiza on worthy of       
recogni on for their me, treasure and talent? If so, we want 
to hear from you!  Catholic Chari es is seeking nominees in the 
categories of Humanitarianism, Philanthropy and Outstanding 
Human Service Organiza on. Nomina ons are currently      
being accepted through October 31st for the 24th Annual             
Communi es of Salt & Light Award Dinner. The dinner is   
scheduled for Thursday, April 18th, 2024 at Stra gos Banquet 
Centre in North Hun ngdon. Nomina on forms and criteria 
can be found by visi ng  the Catholic Chari es website at: 
www.cchari esgreensburg.org under “Fundraisers.”.   

Join Bishop Larry J. Kulick for a special 
commemora on of the Feast of the 
Assump on of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Tuesday, August 15th, at Christ        
Our Shepherd Center, Greensburg,        
beginning with Mass at 7:00 P.M. in St.  
Joseph Chapel.  An outdoor candlelight 

procession led by an image of Mary will follow. During the  
procession, the rosary will be prayed in a variety of languages, 
in the manner of the beau ful daily custom at Lourdes, France. 
Outdoor sea ng will be available for those unable to process. 
All parishes are invited to par cipate in the celebra on of our 
Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assump on.   



Offertory Collection for July 23rd, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  606        
No. of Envelopes Received:  133             

 Collection:  Offertory - $4,406.50 
Electronic Payments (13) - $1,020.00 

Loose - $382.00; Children (12) - $13.55 
Special Collection for the Diocese of Ipil - $1,607.00 

Total Collection - $7,429.05 
Although we are now able to a end Mass, we con nue 

to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable in 
a ending to please mail your weekly/monthly           

contribu on or drop it off at the Administra ve Office 
or the mail box outside the office doors. 

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

Your Ad Space is Waiting for You!  
“Besides the Bible, the church bulletin is the most             

frequently read piece of literature by the Catholic faithful.” 
— A  former editor of St. Anthony Messenger Magazine 


 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
• Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
 contact your banking institution). 

• Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-line      
 Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket or at the     
  Administrative Office or in the secured mailbox outside    
  of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We have transitioned to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc.   

John Patrick is looking to offer new advertisers  
the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Christopher Harte: email:  charte@jppc.net or by phone at 215-584-8870  



280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net

Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

Advertise your business in the Church 
Bulletin

• In print, online and interactive app

• Reaches parish families and visitors each week

• Constant presence keeps a strong link between you & customers

• Well-read publication - a trusted source 

• Affordable Advertising – local, targeted to community 

Chris Harte
Church Bulletin Representative

I’m here to help your 
business be noticed!

charte@jppc.net  |  215-584-8870
www.jppcadvertising.com

Jp JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

1707 Fourth St. • Trenton, NJ 08638

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the  app 
when you visit their establishments.

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... 
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