
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

                  A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director  
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry  
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski 
   Parish Custodians 
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales  
   Coordinator—724-316-5352 
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper—724-448-9250  
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall/Community 
     Center Coordinator—724-272-1995 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka—Teen Ministry 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
Brenda DeMeno—The Caring Tree 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Tim Fogarty—FORGED (Men’s Group) 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
      For assistance—call 724-596-2942 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 

 

Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Monsignor Gilbert C. Gente—Pastor 
ggente@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan, Permanent Deacon  
 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.; 
                              Wednesday—6:00 P.M.  
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M. 

 

Baptism:  Saturdays or Sundays (by appointment) 

 

Marriage:   Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  RCIA helps you to learn more about the         
Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Please contact Msgr. Gilbert or William  
Girardi at 724-295-2281. 

 

Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy Communion or if        
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, please call Msgr. Gilbert at              
724-295-2281. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  Please contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281 

 

Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound.  If you know of someone, please call 
the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your    
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register for 
one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 24th, 2023 



=(in memory of)                                                  
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 25TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME    

 
SATURDAY: September 23rd  
  4:00 P.M.   Helen Arvay Zorn (Jeff & Antoine e Lipniskis) 
     
SUNDAY: September 24th—Parish Mission  
  8:30 A.M. Mary Lee Myers (Jim Myers)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
 
MONDAY:   September 25th—Parish Mission  
  8:00 A.M. Joan Sliwiak  
    
TUESDAY: September 26th    
  6:00 P.M. ♥IHO Msgr. Gilbert Gente and 
  Rev. Edward Volz, OSP (Bob & Judy Bergstrom) 
    
WEDNESDAY: September 27th—Parish Mission   
  8:00 A.M. Robert A. Kamody (Mike & Roz Huth) 
  
THURSDAY: September 28th    
  8:00 A.M. John Godfrey (John & Cheryl Scarfu ) 
 
FRIDAY: September 29th—Parish Mission  
  8:00 A.M.     Marcella Davis (Pat Davis)     
 

MASSES FOR THE 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
 
SATURDAY: September 30th—Parish Mission  
  4:00 P.M.   Alma Ebig (Family)  
 
SUNDAY: October 1st 
  8:30 A.M. Joseph & Mary Krumenacker (Family) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dawson Gaillot  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Zollinger Family;  
   Koharchik Family   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Mason DeMeno; Tom Brestensky  
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Fred Walker  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Carol Carson  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Tom Brestensky 
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Ernie Bragiel  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Annette Domachowski  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Brigitte Kennedy 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Choir 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
September 30th and 
October 1st, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday:  Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday:  Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122: 
 1-5; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday:  Ezr 9:5-9; Tb:13:2, 3-4abefghn, 
 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday:  Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-
 12a; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Saturday:  Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-
 12ab,13; Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday:  Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 
 [1-5]; Mt 21:28-32 

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

James J. Fogarty (Father)  
 by Tim & Bridget Fogarty  

       
 
     The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 

week in loving memory of                                 
August & Ada Bertino; Frank & Gertrude Hager,  

requested by  
Dick and Mary Bertino & Family  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Calendar of  Events/Meetings 
September 23rd Campfire Night—5:30 P.M. - Family Community Center 
September 24th Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade); 
 Baptism “Caratelli”—12:15 P.M.; Parish Mission Begins—6:00-8:00 P.M. - Church; 
 Grief Share Session—6:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
September 25th Parish Mission—6:00-8:00 P.M. - Church 
September 26th Msgr. Gilbert’s Anniversary Mass (30 years) & Fr. Edward Volz’s Anniversary Mass (35 years)—6:00 P.M.; 
 Reception—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
September 27th Blood Drive—12:00 Noon-5:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall; Parish Mission—6:00-8:00 P.M. - Church; 
 MMC Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
September 28th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
September 29th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass;  
 Parish Mission—6:00-8:00 P.M. - Church; Baptismal Preparation Class—6:30 P.M. - Kristine’s Home 
September 30th Parish Mission—6:00-8:00 P.M. - Church; Reception—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 1st Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade); Youth Ministry—9:30 - 10:50 A.M. 
 (6th through 12th Grade) - Family Community Center; Grief Share Session—6:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s 
 Room; Bingo—6:30 P.M. - Family Community Center 
October 2nd Christian Mother’s Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
October 3rd RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 4th Resurrection Choir Practice—10:00 A.M. - MMR; Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
October 5th St. Vincent DePaul Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Family Community Center; Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 6th  First Friday—All Day Adoration;  Benediction—6:00 P.M. - Church 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

We are honored and 
blessed to be able to    
celebrate with a Mass of 
Thanksgiving on Tuesday, 

September 26th, at 6:00 P.M. for both Msgr. Gilbert Gente and 
Fr. Edward Volz’s Anniversary of Ordina on (Msgr. Gilbert—30 
years and Fr. Ed—35 years).  In addi on, this day marks both 
of their birthdays.  Following mass, we will have a light        
recep on in their honor in our Fellowship Hall.  If you will be 
a ending the recep on, there are sign-up sheets located at 
the Church entrances.   

Fr. Naveen Borlakunta  V.C., a Vincen an Missionary Priest 
from India, will be in our parish the weekend of October 7th-
8th to par cipate in our Annual Missionary Coopera on Plan.  
He will share his missionary experiences at all the Masses that 
weekend and will make an appeal on behalf of the Vincen an 
Missions.  The Vincen an Congrega on (V.C.), a Religious   
Congrega on, was founded in Kerala, India in 1904, modeled 
a er the Congrega on of the Mission founded by St. Vincent 
de Paul. Members of this flourishing Religious Congrega on 
are engaged in Mission Work in all parts of India and in East 
Africa and in Peru.  Please visit their web site at: 
www.vincen ans.in to learn more about them.  The Vincen an 
Missionaries need our help to carry out their many missionary, 
educa onal and charitable ac vi es.  They need our special 
financial support for the training of young men studying for the 
priesthood.  There will be special mission collec on on October 
7th & 8th to help the Missionary work of the Vincen an      
Fathers. Green Mission Co-op envelopes will be a ached in 
next weekend’s bulle n for your dona ons.  We urge you to be 
very generous in your mission offering since these Missionaries 
need our help. We also would like to ask you to please keep  
Fr. Naveen and all the Vincen an Missionaries in your prayers.  
Thank you for your prayers and generosity.                                         

 
 

Msgr.  Gilbert  will  resume  doing  home  visits    
to all parishioners (both ac ve and inac ve).   
Jeff Polana will be overseeing this por on of               

Evangeliza on and if you wish to be a          
volunteer scheduler or driver, please contact 

him at 724-596-0503.  If you would like your home blessed 
prior to being contacted, sign-up sheets are in the back of the 
church.  In turn, we will contact you and schedule a me.  As 
requested last year, please be pa ent as this is an ongoing 
process being that we have 800+ families.  Please note that 
this will not interfere with the visita ons by our Homebound 
Ministry.   



Who is RCIA for?  It is designed for the unbap zed 
(catechumens), and for those Chris ans bap zed in another 
faith tradi on who wish to be in Full Communion with the 
Catholic church (candidates). However, Catholic adults who 
wish to learn more about the faith, or for those who are      
curious about what Catholics believe are welcome to a end all 
or selected RCIA sessions.  We have had several Catholic     
parishioners a end for the purpose of learning more about 
their faith.  The highlight of the process for Catechumens is  
the recep on of three Sacraments—Bap sm, Eucharist, and     
Confirma on.  For those previously bap zed, the highlight is 
receiving the  Sacraments of Reconcilia on, Eucharist, and 
Confirma on. All these Sacraments are received at the      
beau ful Easter Vigil.   
Does RCIA conclude a er the Easter Vigil?  Following the  
Easter Vigil, there are a few sessions for the new Catholic 
about living life as a Catholic, striving for Holiness, Catholic 
social jus ce teaching and how one can serve God’s kingdom. 
RCIA BEGINS the process of living as a prac cing and fully    
engaged Catholic.  
What is the role of an RCIA Sponsor?   Each RCIA par cipant 
chooses a sponsor who is encouraged to a end the sessions so 
that they can reinforce or answer lingering ques ons. To be a 
sponsor, one must be a prac cing Catholic in good standing 
with the church and commi ed to help the catechumen or 
candidate along the journey.   

We are happy       
to launch one of 
our new ministries 
en tled Speaker’s 

Bureau.  The coordinator of this ministry is Marion Marty.  
The Speakers Bureau will be held every other month.   Our first 
scheduled speaker will be Chris Zappa from Health Services.  
The topic will be “Preparing for Medicare”.  The event will be 
held on Tuesday, October 10th from 6:00-8:00 P.M. in our 
Family Community Center.  Refreshments will be served.  
There is no fee to a end.   

Christian Mother’s Fall Card Party 
Monday, October 30th, 2023 

Fellowship Hall 
6:00-9:30 P.M. 

Today is the annual diocesan collec on 
for our Seminarians, men preparing for 
the Permanent Diaconate, the ongoing 
forma on of our clergy and our        
Interna onal Priests.  We as that you 
please be generous in suppor ng the 
needs of our Seminarians and Clergy 
through this collec on.  You are asked 
to respond using the tear-off por on   
of the le er that was mailed to you.  
You can also make your dona on online 
at: www.dioceseofgreensburg.org. In     

addi on to your financial support, please pray for voca ons to 
the priesthood, diaconate, and the religious life, so that the 
Lord may con nue providing men with Hearts for the Mission.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

Leaders Needed for                                    
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

In a few weeks, St. Mary’s intends to     
resume its Children Liturgy of the Word 
Program at the 8:30 A.M. Sunday mass 
providing we find men or women to 

lead the sessions and accompany the children. Deacon J. T. will  
con nue to provide content for each week, and that consists 
of a session plan with opening prayer, the readings (which 
come from the Children’s Lec onary), an instruc on lesson for 
the children, a coloring page and a closing prayer.  All one has 
to do is to follow the plan to conduct a successful session as 
the previous leaders can a est. Most of our exis ng catechists 
have either moved on to other ministries or are now in college, 
and Deacon J. T.’s du es at mass will keep him with the con-
grega on as opposed to accompanying the children to the 
lower level of the church. Two people are needed for each 
session, one would be an  instructor and the other helps to 
supervise the children and pass out materials. Please note that 
clearances are required. If you have any ques ons and/or are 
interested, you are asked to please email Deacon J. T. at:    
JTuskan@dioceseofgreensburg.org or text or call him at       
412-848-8027. Looking forward to another successful          
Children’s Liturgy program for 2023-2024.  

 





In and Around Our Diocese  

The Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will 
host their annual Interfaith Pro-life Breakfast 
Saturday, September 30th, from 10:00 A.M. to 
12:00 Noon at Christ Our Shepherd Center, 
Greensburg. Registra on will begin at          
9:30 A.M. Keynote speaker will be Carolyn 
Cannizzaro, Director of Pro-Life Advocacy for 
the Diocese of Greensburg. All are invited to 
a end. The cost is $25.00/person; ($10.00/
students).  Reserva ons are required by     
calling 724-787-2415.    

Our Lady, Queen of Peace 
Parish, Apollo, will hold a 
21-and-over Cash Bash 
Saturday, October 7th, in 

their social hall. Doors open at 5:00 P.M. and 
the first number will be pulled at 7:00.  A 
$25.00 dona on includes food, beverages and 
chances to win a total of $3,000 in cash prizes 
(five numbers per cket). Pull tabs, 50/50’s, 
chances on a scratch-off lo ery board and 
theme baskets will also be available.   Tickets 
are available at the parish office in Apollo or 
by calling 724-882-9212.   

The Catholic Commi ee on 
Scou ng will host a “Shrines 
of Pi sburgh” walking tour 
on Saturday, September 
30th, beginning 10:00 A.M. at    
Immaculate Heart of Mary    

Parish on Polish Hill. The tour will include      
St. Anthony Chapel on Troy Hill, St. Patrick and 
St. Stanislaus Kostka churches in the Strip  
District, and Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church. There will be stops at each church for 
prayer. The distance will be three miles;     
par cipants should take lunch. To register, 
visit: scou ngevent.com/527-ShrineHike23.   

36th Annual Life Chain 
Sunday, October 1st 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 
 
Respect Life Month begins 
October 1st. Join with thousands of pro-lifers throughout USA and Canada to pray 
for the end of abor on. Life Chain is a  peaceful and prayerful witness of  pro-life 
individuals standing for 60 minutes praying for our na on and for the end of 
abor on. It is a visible statement of  solidarity by the Chris an community that 
abor on kills children and that the church supports the sanc ty of human life 
from the moment of concep on to natural death. Bring the family!  All ages are 
welcome!  Water, lawn chairs, and strollers are welcome. We will assemble in 
Guardian Angels (Most Blessed Sacrament) church parking lot in Natrona Heights. 
Youth groups, church organiza ons, Knights of Columbus, all Chris ans—please 
prayerfully consider joining us in one hour of prayer to ask Almighty God for     His 
interven on to unite His church against abor on horrors. If we as Chris ans do 
not speak for the unborn, who will?  Signs will be provided. For more                
informa on, please call Bob at 724-759-0149 or 724-265-4427.   

Our Lady, Queen of 
Peace Parish and        
St. James Parish are 
planning a bus trip to 
the Rivers Casino in       
Pi sburgh (21 and 

over) on Monday, October 2nd, depar ng at 
9:00 A.M. from the St. James Parish parking 
lot. Cost is $35/per person which includes the 
driver’s gratuity and $10.00 in free play (state 
issued photo ID will be required). To sign up, 
please call 724-478-4958.  



Offertory Collection for September 17th, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  607        
No. of Envelopes Received:  137             

 Collection:  Offertory - $5,348.50 
Electronic Payments (11) - $1,500.00 

Loose - $493.00; Children (15) - $24.55 

Total Collection - $7,366.05 
Although we are now able to a end Mass, we con nue 

to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable in 
a ending to please mail your weekly/monthly           

contribu on or drop it off at the Administra ve Office 
or the mail box outside the office doors.  

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

Your Ad Space is Waiting for You!  
“Besides the Bible, the church bulletin is the most             

frequently read piece of literature by the Catholic faithful.” 
— A  former editor of St. Anthony Messenger Magazine 


 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
• Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
 contact your banking institution). 

• Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-line      
 Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket or at the     
  Administrative Office or in the secured mailbox outside    
  of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We have transitioned to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc.   

John Patrick is looking to offer new advertisers  
the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Christopher Harte: email:  charte@jppc.net or by phone at 215-584-8870  



280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net

Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

S A M I

r e n e w  •  r e v i v e  •  r e j o i c e
w e  a r e  o n e  c o m m u n i t y

TMFindingFABERgggggggggggg
f r e e  d o w n l o a d

WORSHIP

WITH US
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