
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

                  A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director  
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry  
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski 
   Parish Custodians 
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales  
   Coordinator—724-316-5352 
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper—724-448-9250  
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall/Community 
     Center Coordinator—724-272-1995 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka—Teen Ministry 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
Brenda DeMeno—The Caring Tree 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Tim Fogarty—FORGED (Men’s Group) 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
      For assistance—call 724-596-2942 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 

 

Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Monsignor Gilbert C. Gente—Pastor 
ggente@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan, Permanent Deacon  
 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.; 
                              Wednesday—6:00 P.M.  
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M. 

 

Baptism:  Saturdays or Sundays (by appointment) 

 

Marriage:   Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  RCIA helps you to learn more about the         
Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Please contact Msgr. Gilbert or William  
Girardi at 724-295-2281. 

 

Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy Communion or if        
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, please call Msgr. Gilbert at              
724-295-2281. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  Please contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281 

 

Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound.  If you know of someone, please call 
the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your    
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register for 
one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

28th Sunday in       
Ordinary Time 

October 15th, 2023 



=(in memory of)                                                  
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 28TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME    

 
SATURDAY: October 14th  
  4:00 P.M.   Roy Rearing (Posney Family) 
     
SUNDAY: October 15th    
  8:30 A.M. DeAnna & Roy Dickey (Family)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
 
MONDAY:   October 16th  
  8:00 A.M. Bill Davis (Pat Davis)  
    
TUESDAY: October 17th    
  8:00 A.M. ♥Special Inten on (Mary Fullerton) 
    
WEDNESDAY: October 18th   
  6:00 P.M. Jeanne e Heckman (Bob & Diane Grant) 
  
THURSDAY: October 19th    
  8:00 A.M. Leonard Stanoski (Wife—Norma Jane) 
 
FRIDAY: October 20th    
  8:00 A.M.     Robert A. Kamody (Mike & Roz Huth)    
 

MASSES FOR THE 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
 
SATURDAY: October 21st   
  4:00 P.M.   John & Henrie a Bragiel  
  (Diane & Ernie Bragiel)  
 
SUNDAY: October 22nd 
  8:30 A.M. Corandina Policicchio (The Policicchio’s) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. TBA  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Huth Family; Emma Shepherd; 
   Paxton Iusi   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Evan Giori; Chloe Liti  
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Patty Hughes  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Karen Nigra  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Melissa Schaeffer  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dianne Zadnik  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. John Nemcek  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Erin Smetak  
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval/Choir 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Alex Smith 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
October 21st & 22nd, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday: Rom 8:12-17; Ps 68:2, 4, 6-7ab, 20- 
 21; Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-6;  
 Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-6; Lk 13:22-30 
Thursday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16 
Friday: Rom 9:1-5; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 Lk 14: 1-6 
Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29; Ps 94:
 12-13a, 14-15, 17-18; Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Sunday: Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51;  
 Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12: 28b-34 

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

Denis & Mary Curran  
  by Mary Fullerton  

       
 

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in loving memory of  

The Bachar & Lusckay Family,  
requested by  

Jeff & Dori Bachar  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Calendar of  Events/Meetings 
October 15th Donut Sunday—Immediately following Sunday morning masses - Fellowship Hall; 
 Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade);  
 Youth Ministry—9:30 - 11:00 A.M. (6th through 12th Grade) - Family Community Center; 
 Family Campfire—1:00-4:00 P.M. - Family Community Center 
October 16th FORGED Men’s Group Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Family Community Center  
October 17th RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 18th Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
October 19th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 20th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass;  
 Rehearsal -  “Wolfe/Smith”—3:30 P.M. - Church 
October 21st Wedding - “Wolfe/Smith”—1:30 P.M. - Church  
October 22nd Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade) 
October 24th RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 25th Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
October 26th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 27th Confession/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass;  
October 29th Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade) 
October 30th Card Party/Board Game Social—6:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
October 24th RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

Psalm 23: Is God More Than Your Nice Uncle?  What’s your favorite Psalm?  It’s probably Psalm 23: The Lord 
is My Shepherd. Have you ever considered that the comforting words describing the Shepherd might limit 
your perspective of God?  Any misunderstanding would focus solely on the Psalm’s feel-good verses,        
describing a nice God, while ignoring other descriptors of God in Scripture. Some of God’s powerful         

Scriptural characteristics include Creator of the universe, a consuming fire, or the one dwelling in unapproachable light.              
Remarkably, this God of might and glory also demonstrates love, but it is a formidable, divine love that’s akin to the burning sun or 
a volcano. Rabbi Abraham Heschel, one of the 20th century’s leading Jewish theologians and philosophers, said that “God is not 
nice. God is not an uncle. God is an earthquake”.   And it’s this God who is our shepherd.  Remember that, historically, the       
shepherds of the Israelites were often heroes (Moses or David), but many were unknown, unappreciated, and even maligned.    
The economy depended upon their work, and bad shepherds could cause catastrophe, starvation, or death.  Society mostly       
considered them ill-mannered and unsophisticated, and as a result, they lived on the margins of settled towns, cities, and villages. 
Most shepherds were solitary males, who were often younger sons without inheritance, property or worldly prospects. Without 
property, they didn’t marry or raise families, and they lived nomadic, unsettled and isolated lives.  In addition, they were rough, 
tough, fierce, powerful and physically able to fend off attacks from animals, bandits, and marauders. In times of trouble, shepherds 
used their staffs as practical tools and a weapon when necessary. Smelling like their sheep came about from hard work and       
danger.  Have you thought about Christ the Good Shepherd beyond Psalm 23?  Do we only imagine Him in terms of reassurance 
and comfort, or safety and security? If He’s just the nice shepherd, then our Jesus and our faith integrates itself into the culture, 
rather than witnessing a unique way of life.  Make God more than your nice uncle and let Jesus be your brave shepherd through 
prayer, scripture and the sacraments. We can’t lovingly live like Christ if Jesus isn’t our bold hero. Be a brave and bold Catholic who 
imitates Jesus.  Deacon J. T. Tuskan   

D  eacon’s                                      
esk 

With the increased a endance in 
mass and ac vi es, we would  
like everyone to be mindful of the 
best way to park in the main   
parking lot beside our church.  
We ask that you pull completely 
forward to the alley no ma er 

what lane you are using in order that others may be able to 
park behind you.  Thank you for your coopera on.   

 

TODAY! 
Sunday, October 15th  

In our Fellowship Hall 
Immediately following Sunday masses! 



Baptized into our Faith - Congratulations to Aspen Marie, child of Nicholas and Jessica Caratelli, who was baptized on Sunday,       
September 24th.  May our Lord, Jesus Christ grant that Aspen may receive the fullness of His grace. 

A special thank you to all who sacrificed their 
me on a Sunday a ernoon to par cipate in the 

October 1st Life Chain in Natrona Heights. You 
are a wonderful witness to the sacredness of 

human life. May God bless you for speaking for the unborn.   

We collected                                
31 units of blood products 

Thank you to all who par cipated in our September blood 
drive. The thirty-one units of blood products that were     
collected will go toward Christopher Shipe's replenishment 
and help up to ninety-three area pa ents. You are impac ng 
and SAVING LIVES! May God bless you as you bless others!  

As you probably no ced in the Church Bulle n this summer, 
we have been in need of Religious Educa on teachers in   
various grades. The sugges on has been made by the present 
teachers to try co-teaching consis ng of two teachers per 
grade. That would mean only half the commitment and would 
give teachers me off.  This would be less stressful for each 
teacher and perhaps would encourage more people to step 
forward. The teachers we have are extremely dedicated, but 
many need me off for various reasons.  We are reaching out 
to you in hopes that someone will come forward. If enough 
people would volunteer, we could try the co-teaching plan.  
We are all members of the St. Mary‘s Church family; we need 
you all.  We ask each and everyone of you to pray on this idea 
and maybe decide to help. If interested, please call Helen 
James at 724-272-1171 or Bill Girardi at 412-719-7085.  

Envelopes for your weekly inten ons for 
The Sanctuary Candle and the Altar Bread & 
Wine will be available next weekend 
(October 21st/22nd) and the following 
weekend (October 28th/29th).  A er that 
date, any remaining envelopes will be taken 

to the Administra ve Office for purchase during normal office 
hours.  Envelopes are to be filled out in the back of the church 
at all weekend masses.   Please note that your dona on 
($20.00/ea.) must be given at the me of your request.     
Envelopes are not permi ed to be taken home with you!   
Assistance will be provided for those who need help with filling 
out these envelopes.     



 

October 1st through October 31st, 2023 
WHAT IS IT:  Each year we have the “Change for Life” (formally known as the Baby Bo le) Campaign  

WHEN and HOW IS IT ACCOMPLISHED:  Baby bo les are available at the Church entrances. Take one home 
and fill it with your spare change, cash or check and return by October 31st.  This campaign is normally held 
during the month of October or January.   

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 
Proverbs 11:25 

 

Monday, October 30th 
6:00-9:30 P.M.  

   St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall 
Salad Bar      
  Refreshments 
     Prizes/Raffle   

$10.00/person  

For Tickets—Call Carol Carson - 724-316-1204  
Sponsored by St. Mary’s Christian Mothers 



Diocesan News/Events 

In and Around Our Diocese  
St. James Parish, Apollo, will hold a 21-
and-over Night at the Races in their parish 
ac vi es center on Saturday, October 
21st, with doors opening at 5:30 P.M. Cost 

is $20.00/person and includes dinner featuring chili, chicken 
noodle soup, hot dogs, sliders, macaroni and cheese, dessert, 
and beverages at 6:00 P.M., with races to begin at 7:00.      
Basket, 50/50 and lo ery cket raffles, plus a chance to win 
$500.00. For ckets, please call 724-882-8776.  

Greensburg Catholic Schoolhouse and St. Emma 
Monastery will sponsor the third annual lantern 

lit walking tour at the monastery in Greensburg on Friday,  
October 27th, and Sunday, October 29th, from 4:00-8:00 P.M. 
The tour will honor the feasts of All Saints and All Souls with 
live saint portrayals with special guest appearances, treats and 
seasonal fun for all ages. Tours leave every ten minutes. 
Guests should bring flashlights. Tours last about an hour. Cost 
is $10.00/person ($5.00/ students; free for children under 12). 
Proceeds will benefit the monastery. If you would like          
addi onal informa on, please contact Donna Sunseri at:                  
greensburgpa@catholicschoolhouse.com or 724-961-0224.   

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Parish, 
East Vandergri , and St. James 

Parish, Apollo, are sponsoring a “Sacred Steubenville” trip 
Tuesday, November 28th. The group will depart from St. James 
Parish at 8:00 A.M. and return around 8:00 P.M. The trip will 
feature stops at St. Peter Church, Fort Steuben, Franciscan 
University and Steubenville Nutcracker Village and Advent 
Market, a drive through downtown Steubenville with views    
of some of the 35 murals that depict the city’s history, an        
included lunch at a local restaurant, and shopping at Nelson 
Woodcra . Payment of $139.00/person is required to secure a 
seat. Space is limited. For reserva ons, call 724-478-4958.  

St. Joseph High School will host its Fall Open 
House on Saturday, October 21st from 10:00 A.M. 
to 12:00 Noon. Receive a private tour, meet        
faculty, staff, coaches, students and parents while 

learning about clubs, ac vi es, classes and sports. While     
registering for the event online:  SaintJosephHS.com, submit 
an applica on for admission!  Applica on fees will be waived if 
received by October 31st. Ques ons? Contact Sharon Farrell at 
724-226-2819 or admissons@SaintJosephHS.com.     



Offertory Collection for October 8th, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  608         
No. of Envelopes Received:  136             

 Collection:  Offertory - $4,580.63 
Electronic Payments (16) - $1,040.00 

Loose - $264.00; Children (10) - $14.95 
Mission Cooperation Appeal (36) - $1,615.00 

Total Collection - $7,514.58 
Although we are now able to a end Mass, we con nue 

to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable in 
a ending to please mail your weekly/monthly           

contribu on or drop it off at the Administra ve Office 
or the mail box outside the office doors.  

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

Your Ad Space is Waiting for You!  
“Besides the Bible, the church bulletin is the most             

frequently read piece of literature by the Catholic faithful.” 
— A  former editor of St. Anthony Messenger Magazine 


 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
• Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
 contact your banking institution). 

• Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-line      
 Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket or at the     
  Administrative Office or in the secured mailbox outside    
  of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We have transitioned to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc.   

John Patrick is looking to offer new advertisers  
the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Marsha Haney: email:  mhaney@jppc.net or by phone at 941-445-0778  



280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net

Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

Real Estate
Business
Energy

Estate Planning
www.atenciohall.com

Real Estate Title Services
Residen  al
Commercial
Construc  on

Refi nance

www.hope-reid.com

Sco   K. McKernan| smckernan@atenciohall.com |412.275.5969

CONTACT ME
Marsha Haney

mhaney@jppc.net
(941) 445-0778 

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

check out the latest offerings by 
your bulletin sponsors 

by downloading 
our free app

OMNI ELECTRIC INC.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Serving the Area for over 33 Years!

High Quality Work - Resonable Rates

724-352-1144
FULLY INSURED

PA Registered 017824
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