
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

                  A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director  
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry  
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski 
   Parish Custodians 
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales  
   Coordinator—724-316-5352 
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper—724-448-9250  
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall/Community 
     Center Coordinator—724-272-1995 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka—Teen Ministry 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
Brenda DeMeno—The Caring Tree 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Tim Fogarty—FORGED (Men’s Group) 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
      For assistance—call 724-596-2942 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 

 

Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Monsignor Gilbert C. Gente—Pastor 
ggente@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan, Permanent Deacon  
 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.; 
                              Wednesday—6:00 P.M.  
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M. 

 

Baptism:  Saturdays or Sundays (by appointment) 

 

Marriage:   Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  RCIA helps you to learn more about the         
Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Please contact Msgr. Gilbert or William  
Girardi at 724-295-2281. 

 

Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy Communion or if        
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, please call Msgr. Gilbert at              
724-295-2281. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  Please contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281 

 

Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound.  If you know of someone, please call 
the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your    
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register for 
one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 5th, 2023 



=(in memory of)                                                  
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 31ST SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME    

 
SATURDAY: November 4th  
  4:00 P.M.   All Souls’ Inten ons & St. Mary Parishioners 
     
SUNDAY: November 5th    
  8:30 A.M. Chris an Mothers—Deceased Members 
  and All Souls’ Inten ons  
11:00 A.M. All Souls’ Inten ons  
 
MONDAY:   November 6th  
  8:00 A.M. All Souls’ Inten ons  
    
TUESDAY: November 7th    
  8:00 A.M. All Souls’ Inten ons 
    
WEDNESDAY: November 8th   
  6:00 P.M. All Souls’ Inten ons 
  
THURSDAY: November 9th    
  8:00 A.M. All Souls’ Inten ons 
 
FRIDAY: November 10th    
  8:00 A.M.     All Souls’ Inten ons    
 

MASSES FOR THE 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
 
SATURDAY: November 11th   
  4:00 P.M.   ♥All Veterans—Living & Deceased and 
  St. Mary Parishioners  
 
SUNDAY: November 12th 
  8:30 A.M. David R. Shipe (Shipe Family) 
11:00 A.M. Richard & Louise Flannigan  
  (Friends of St. Mary’s)  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. TBA  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Ryan & Ella Sutara; Zach Lasko; 
   AJ Jonczak; Isabella Stone 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Mason DeMeno; Tom Brestensky 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Mary Williams  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. John Nemcek  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Andre Volek  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dave Brestensky  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Annette Domachowski  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Brigitte Kennedy 
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Francine Corsi 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Stephanie Rudzki 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Jacob Schaeffer/Choir 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
November 11th & 12th, 2023 

Readings for the Week   
Monday:  Rom 11:29-36; Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 36; 
 Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday:  Rom 12:5-16b; Ps 131:1bcde-3;  
 Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday:  Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9;  
 Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday:  Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Friday:  Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday:  Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 145:2-5,  
 10-11; Lk 16:9-15 
Sunday:  Wis 6:12-16; Ps 63:2-8; 1 Thes 4:13-18 
 [13-14]; Mt 25:1-13  

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
for this week in loving memory of  

Frank Grondwalski  
  by Carole Grondwalski  

       
 

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in loving memory of  

Mike & Grace Neff,  
requested by  

Dr. Cynthia Neff & Tom Swisher   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



In your charity, please remember the souls of those 
who passed away, especially Francis P. Calligan and 
John L. Supik.  We ask God to welcome Francis and 
John and all who have gone before us into the joy 
of everlas ng life and bring comfort and peace to 

their   families.   

Calendar of  Events/Meetings 
November 5th Pancake Breakfast—8:00-11:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall; 
 Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade); 
 Youth Ministry—9:30 - 11:00 A.M. (6th through 12th Grade) - Family Community Center; 
 Bingo—6:30 P.M. - Family Community Center  
November 6th Pilgrimage to Italy Begins; Christian Mother’s Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
November 7th Election Day - Fellowship Hall; RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Conference Room 
November 8th Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
November 9th Alpha—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
November 10th Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
November 12th Donut Sunday—Immediately following Sunday morning masses - Fellowship Hall; 
 Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade);  
 Confirmation Preparation Class—9:30 A.M. - Family Community Center; 
 GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
November 13th Leadership Meeting—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall  
November 14th RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
November 15th Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
November 17th Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
November 19th Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade); 
 Youth Ministry—9:30 - 11:00 A.M. (6th through 12th Grade) - Family Community Center; 
 GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
November 20th FORGED “Men’s Group”—7:00 P.M. - Family Community Center 
November 21st RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

        GriefShare Winter Program 
Are you not looking forward to the 
upcoming holidays due to the loss of 
a loved one?  St. Mary’s Bereavement 

Ministry will be offering the GriefShare Program, “Your Journey 
From Mourning To Joy”, beginning Sunday, November 12th 
and ending in February, 2024.  Sessions will be Sunday        
a ernoons beginning at 3:00 P.M. The GriefShare program is a 
weekly seminar and support group designed to help you     
rebuild your life a er the death of a loved one.  Preregistra on 
is appreciated.  For addi onal informa on and to register, 
please call the Administra ve Office at 724-295-2281.  

 
Pancake Breakfast TODAY 

Sunday—November 5th, 2023 
8:00 – 11:00 A.M. 

St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall  
$8.00/Adults;  $5.00/Ages 5 – 12; 

Under 5/Free 
 Pancakes/Sausage 

 Coffee, Milk & Orange Juice 
Eat in or Take-out! 

 

Sunday, November 5th 
Family Community Center 

407 Freeport Road, Freeport 
Doors open at 5:00 P.M.  

Bingo will begin at 6:30 P.M.  
$750.00 JACKPOT MUST GO! 



FEBRUARY 10TH 

Renshaw Farms 
Mass Inten on Requests are now being accepted  for 2024.  
What a wonderful way to remember your loved ones.  Mass 
requests will be received at the Administra ve Office during 
normal office hours.  Your mass  dona on is to be made at the 

me of your request.  We are asking all parishioners to limit 
their requests to ten per year—three weekend masses only.  
You can call or stop in the office a er December 1st if you 
would like to request addi onal masses.  Please note that if a 
mass is requested and a Communion  Service needs to be 
scheduled, our pastor will take the mass inten on with him.    
Thank you!      

All Altar Servers, Lectors and           
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy       
Communion are asked to pick up their 
new schedules in the Sacristy           
immediately following today’s mass.   

Note - Please remember to find a replacement if you cannot 
serve your scheduled time. 

Also, please note that if your clearances are not up to date,  
you will not be able to serve in any of these  

liturgical ministries!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Basket Raffle—Raffle tickets are attached in today’s 
bulletin for a variety of theme baskets.   Ticket stubs and    
money may be put in the envelope and placed in the collection 
basket, mailed in, dropped off at the Administrative  Office, or 
given to any Christian Mother.  Tickets are only $1.00/each.  
This is the only fundraiser that the Christian Mothers have 
each year.  Your participation in this project is needed and  
appreciated. Proceeds benefit the children and parishioners of 
St. Mary Church.   

 

Our Youth Ministry setup a table at Freeport Area High 
Schools "Trunk or Treat and Haunted House".  Love the 
theme!  Thank you so much to everyone who setup and     
handed out candy to our local community.  It was a very 
fun...and creepy...evening!   



Baptized into our Faith - Congratulations to Timothy Lee Jones, III, child of Timothy and Samantha, who was baptized on 
Sunday, October 22nd.  May our Lord, Jesus Christ, grant that Timothy may receive the fullness of His grace.   

Na onal Voca on Awareness Week, 
celebrated November 5th-11th, 2023, is 
an annual week-long celebra on of the 
Catholic Church in the United States   
dedicated to promo ng voca ons to the 
priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated 
life through prayer and educa on, and to 

renew our prayers and support for those who are considering 
one of these par cular voca ons.  NVAW began in 1976 when 
the U. S. bishops designated the 28th Sunday of the year for 
NVAW.  In 1997, this celebra on was moved to coincide with 
the Feast of the Bap sm of the Lord, which falls on January 
13th in 2013.  Beginning in 2014, NVAW was moved to the first 
full week of November.   

Annual “Blessing Bag” Campaign  
St. Mary, Mother of God Parish is 
reques ng you and your family be 
a “Blessing” to those in need by 
filling a grocery bag with            
non-perishable food items...and 
returning your filled bag to the 
Administra ve Building no later 

than Monday, December 4th. These bags, with a list of most 
needed items a ached, are located at the Church entrances.  
Filled grocery bags will be taken to the Freeport Food Bank in 

me for their Christmas distribu on.  Please do not take a bag 
if you are not par cipa ng.  Thank you for sharing your      
blessings with others!        

Pope Francis 
called for Friday, 
October 27th to 

be a day of 
fas ng, penance 

& prayer for 
peace in the 

Middle East & 
all troubled  

na ons.              
You are asked to 
con nue to pray 
for peace among 

all people and 
na ons!   



This weekend, our Diocesan collec on will 
be the Annual Appeal for Re red Religious 
and Re red Priests. Elderly Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests have 
offered their lives in service to others—
educa ng the young, comfor ng the sick, 

and ministering to the less fortunate.  Today, many are frail 
and need assistance.  Your gi  to the Re rement Fund for   
Religious helps furnish medica ons, nursing care, and more.   
Please give  generously to today’s diocesan collec on!     

Thanksgiving Dinner—Eat in, takeout or delivery 
Thanksgiving Day—11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

No Charge 
St. Mary Church Fellowship Hall 

608 High Street—Freeport, PA 16229 

In order to properly prepare, you are asked to 
RSVP no later than Monday, November 20th. 
Please call 724-448-9251 with the number of 
dinners needed or you can register at: 
www.stmaryfreeport.com. 

St. Mary’s will sponsor an Advent Rejoice   
program November 27th through December 
21st. Sessions will include Scripture          
reflec ons, journaling and group               

discussions. You can choose between two different days—
Monday mornings a er mass with Beth Macurdy as the       
facilitator or Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 P.M. with Deacon JT 
Tuskan as the facilitator.   Cost is $5.00 for books.  Fliers are 
located at the church entrances.  To register, please visit: 
stmaryfreeport.com.  For more informa on, please email   
Deacon Tuskan at:  jtuskan@dioceseofgreenburg.org.   

 

To understand the importance of 
the Sacrament of Bap sm and 
your obliga on as parents, you are 
required to a end one bap smal 

class.   There is one class remaining that is scheduled for 2023 
and that is Tuesday, December 5th. Classes will begin between 
6:30 and 7:00 P.M., depending on everyone’s availability. If 
you would like to register, please call Mark or Melissa at       
724-230-4450 or the  Administra ve Office at 724-295-2281.   

 



Offertory Collection for October 29th, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  608        
No. of Envelopes Received:  157             

 Collection:  Offertory - $6,548.73 
Electronic Payments (13) - $1,010.00 

Loose - $377.00; Children (13) - $18.00 
Additional—World Mission Sunday (11) - $210.00 

Total Collection - $8,163.73 
Although we are now able to a end Mass, we con nue 

to urge those who do not yet feel comfortable in 
a ending to please mail your weekly/monthly           

contribu on or drop it off at the Administra ve Office 
or the mail box outside the office doors.  

THANK  YOU!  

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

                      Ways to Support Our Parish 
• Automatic giving (for additional information, please      
 contact your banking institution). 

• Online at:  www.stmaryfreeport.com.  Click on On-line      
 Giving.  If you have questions, please email Beth at: 
  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. 

•  By mail (donations may be mailed to St. Mary, Mother    
  of God Church, 608 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229). 

•  Drop your envelope in the collection basket or at the     
  Administrative Office or in the secured mailbox outside    
  of the Administrative Building.  

Advertise in Our Bulletin 
We have transitioned to a new bulletin vendor - John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc.   

John Patrick is looking to offer new advertisers  
the opportunity to join the bulletin. 

Benefits of advertising in the bulletin include: 
• Reaching the St. Mary, Mother of God community 

• Promoting your business locally 
• Gaining exposure in print and online:  the bulletin is distributed after all weekend Masses 

and posted on the St. Mary, Mother of God website 
If you would like to learn more about advertising, please contact our bulletin representative: 

Marsha Haney: email:  mhaney@jppc.net or by phone at 941-445-0778  



280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back) John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net

Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

Real Estate
Business
Energy

Estate Planning
www.atenciohall.com

Real Estate Title Services
Residen  al
Commercial
Construc  on

Refi nance

www.hope-reid.com

Sco   K. McKernan| smckernan@atenciohall.com |412.275.5969

CONTACT ME
Marsha Haney

mhaney@jppc.net
(941) 445-0778 

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

check out the latest offerings by 
your bulletin sponsors 

by downloading 
our free app

OMNI ELECTRIC INC.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Serving the Area for over 33 Years!

High Quality Work - Resonable Rates

724-352-1144
FULLY INSURED

PA Registered 017824

OPEN 11AM TO 2AM MON-SAT

323 2nd St. | 724-295-0130
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