November 26th, 2023
The Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ,

King of the Universe




~ t=(in memory of)

15 9=(IHO/special intention/parishioners)

MASSES FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated
for this week in loving memory of

SATURDAY: November 25th " F 4 Richard DeFelice
4:00 P.M. tJohn Godfrey (John & Janet Rovnan) < by Family
SUNDAY: November26th T
8:30 A.M. tCarol Stewart (Family) The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this
11:00 A.M. ¥St. Mary Parishioners week in loving memory of
m Lorna Lomack,
MONDAY: November 27th requested by
8:00 A.M. tWilliam Bale (Family) Ken Peth
TUESDAY: November 28th 1M1
8:00 A.M. tTWalter I. Sliviak (Bob & Diane Grant) MlnlStry SChedule
December 2nd & 3rd, 2023
WEDNESDAY: November 2%9th
6:00 P.M. tCindy Harbison (Jeff Polana) ALTAR SERVERS:
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. TBA
THURSDAY: November 30th Sunday, 8:30 A.M. David Kristine; Harper O'Donnell;
8:00 A.M. tLevi Mohney (Ruiz Family) Emily Boylan; McKernan Family
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Evan Giori; Chloe Liti
FRIDAY: December 1st—First Friday
8:00 A.M. tGeorge Wolfe (Wyant Family) EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:

MASSES FOR THE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saturday, 4:00 P.M.

Sunday, 8:30 A.M.

Sunday, 11:00 A.M.

Dave Brestensky
Janis Sikora
Helen James

SATURDAY: December 2nd
4:00 P.M. ¥St. Mary Parishioners LECTORS:
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dianne Zadnik
SUNDAY: December 3rd Sunday, 8:30 A.M. John Nemcek
8:30 A.M. tMarlene Spinneweber (Sharon Mihalich) Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Rob Svitek
11:00 A.M. 1Tony Remis (John & Betty Lou Nemcek)
ORGANIST:
Saturday, 4:00 P.M.  Dmitri Koval

Readings for the Week

Sunday, 8:30 A.M.

Tom Koharchik

I Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Dave Wesolosky
Monday: Rom 8:12-17; Ps 68:2, 4, 6-7ab, 20
21; Lk 13:10-17 CANTOR:
ITuesday: Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-6; Saturday, 4:00 P.M.  Alex Smith
Lk 13:18-21 Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Tom Koharchik/Choir
-Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-6; Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Joel Schaeffer
I Lk 13:22-30 . . .
Thursday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16 Please contact the parish offlcfe if You wc?t{Id !lke to
Fri day: Rom 9:1-5: Ps 147:12-15, 19-20: volunteer fc?r an}/ of fh.es.e liturgical mlnlstne.s!
[k 14 Note—All liturgical ministers must have their
'Saturday:  Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29; Ps clearances up fo c g
i 94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18;
Lk 14:1, 7-11 ;
.Sunday: Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; KING of the

Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12:28b-34




BWREER [f you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings
: ) C[Cﬁ/f(f vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available
RROINRCISIOIK®E| o/ o] of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281.

Calendar of Events/Meetings

November 26th  No Religious Education Classes
November 27th  Advent Rejoice Program—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall;
Pastoral Council Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Conference Room
November 28th  RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall
November 29th  Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR
November 30th  Advent Rejoice Program—=6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall
December 1st First Friday—All Day Adoration - Benediction at 6:00 P.M.; Adoration with the Youth Ministry—5:30 P.M.;
Youth Ministry Social Night—6:30 P.M. - Family Community Center
December 2nd  Breakfast with Santa—38:00 - 11:00 A.M.;
Display of Olivewood from Bethlehem—Immediately following the 4:00 P.M. Mass - Fellowship Hall
December 3rd Display of Olivewood from Bethlehem—Immediately following the 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. Mass - Fellowship Hall;
Religious Education—9:30 -10:40 A.M. - (Pre-School through 5th Grade);
1st Reconciliation Parent Meeting—9:30 A.M. (Fellowship Hall)
Youth Ministry—9:30 - 11:00 A.M. (6th through 12th Grade) - Family Community Center;
GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room; Bingo—6:30 P.M. - Family Community Center
December 4th Advent Rejoice Program—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall;
Christian Mother’s Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room
December 5th Baptismal Preparation Class—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall; RCIA—T7:00 P.M. - Conference Room

Parish Information/Events

What’s on Your Christmas List? As Advent approaches, we’ll likely be asked what we want for Christmas
eacon’s many times during the next several weeks. It's logical to tell people items that we need from a worldly
el standpoint. But have you ever considered answering that question by stating your spiritual Christmas needs?

They might be what we need the most. We could consider making a list that’s between God and us, letting

Him know what could bring us to a closer relationship with Him, family and neighbors. One activity for all of our spiritual lists
involves the forgiveness and mercy that’s available through the sacrament of Reconciliation. It is a fantastic way to receive not only
His mercy, but also a way to reconcile with others and to forgive ourselves. Importantly, we could add preparing for the sacrament
as another item on our spiritual list, using one or more aids that the Church makes available (Examinations of Conscience | USCCB)
In our human nature, we can be proud and lack humility. We worry about family, jobs, money, health, wars throughout the world,
climate change and politics. We often believe that the answers to these issues depend solely on us. We could consider adding
these issues to our spiritual list in full acknowledgment that all of these concerns depend not on us but on God and asking for His
help in prayer. Another idea could be charity. Consider asking for less items for ourselves but requesting family and friends to buy
items for those less fortunate. It could be donating new clothes to a homeless shelter or Saint Vincent DePaul; it could involve
financial donations to a local food bank; or it could be donating time to a soup kitchen that feeds the hungry. Advent is a time of
preparation for Christ’s birth and being ready for His second coming, which could come very soon or be hundreds of year away.
Cardinal Timothy Dolan tells us that “We need Advent! Mother Church is shrewd. She knows that all good things demand prepara-
tion. Advent invites us to prepare. | know that Christmas is more meaningful if we use this rich season to prepare our hearts.”
Wishing you Happy Advent with lots of time for reflection, preparation and spiritual growth! —Deacon J. T. Tuskan <

o P St. Mary’s will sponsor an Advent Our musiciap/orgar‘list/cantor, Dmitri Koval, ‘
IJ(| .{p‘.l lf‘(}];é Rejo,ce program November 27th . has an ElpCOH]Vl.Hg performance.and dlSCUSSlOl’.l of
,‘) (7 through December 21st. Sessions will George Gershwin's - Rhapsody in Blue (solo piano).
Tuesday, November 28th, 7:00 P.M.
at the 10th Street Station in Ford City.

Free admission, but donations will be accepted.
Please contact Dmitri or the 10th Street Station if you would
like additional information.

Dimatri is looking forward to seeing you there!

include Scripture reflections, journaling
and group discussions. You can choose
between two different days—Monday mornings at 9:00 A.M.
with Beth Macurdy as the facilitator or Thursdays from 6:30-
8:00 P.M. with Deacon JT Tuskan as the facilitator. Cost is
$5.00 for books. Fliers are located at the church entrances.

To register, please visit: stmaryfreeport.com. If you would
like additional information, please email Deacon Tuskan at: c@ RHAPSODY lN BLUE . ,
jtuskan@dioceseofgreenburg.org. < J ™




First Friday Adoration—For the month
of December, First Friday will fall on
December 1st. Would you like to
participate in First Friday Adoration,
but you don't know what "to
do"? Join the Youth Ministry students
and their families on December 1st at 5:30 P.M. in the church
for a guided Adoration followed by Benediction at 6:00. If you
can’t join at that time, we will have all day adoration beginning
9:00 A.M. If you are able to come and give an hour of your
time to spend with our Lord, there are sign-up sheets located
in the back of the church. If you are not able to come at the
time that you signed up for, please find a replacement or call
Mary Williams at 724-422-3495. Please remember that if we
do not get enough parishioners to commit their time, we will
have to discontinue this Catholic tradition <
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'*.“\J ~ On December 2nd and 3rd following
HOLY 1AXD (U\\Q all masses, Roni Salsa representing
4 : Bethlehem Christian Families, a not-

for-profit organization through Land
of Peace, will be with us to speak about the Christian situation
in the Holy Land. The goal of this mission is to help Christian
families in the Holy Land and Churches in the Middle East who
have been affected by the continuous violence and the
depletion of tourism to the area. Crucifixes, rosaries, and
religious articles, all made of Olive Wood, which is native to
the Holy land and Bethlehem, are available to purchase. The
sale of these goods will help them very much and will give you
the opportunity to have something "authentic" from the Holy
Land to help your personal devotion. For more information,
please visit: www.bcfmission.com. <

With the upcoming holidays, there will
be early deadlines for several bulletins.
If you would like something published
in any of the following bulletins, you
must email your information to the
Administrative Office at: thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com no
later than 10:00 A.M. on the given dates:

Bulletin Date Deadline for your submission
December 3rd Deadline Passed

December 10th Thursday, November 30th
December 17th Thursday, December 7th
December 24th Tuesday, December 12th
December 31st Tuesday, December 19th
January 7th Thursday, December 21st

Thank you for your cooperation!

Sunday, December 3rd
Family Community Center
407 Freeport Road, Freeport
Doors open at 5:00 P.M.
Bingo will begin at 6:30 P.M.

$750.00 JACKPOT MUST GO!

FAITH FORMATION ;

|As you probably noticed in the Church Bulletin this summer, |
*we have been in need of Religious Education teachers in
I various grades. The suggestion has been made by the present I
" teachers to try co-teaching consisting of two teachers per.
| grade. That would mean only half the commitment and would |
. give teachers time off. This would be less stressful for each =
. teacher and perhaps would encourage more people to step |
|forward. The teachers we have are extremely dedicated, but *
. many need time off for various reasons. We are reaching out |
| to you in hopes that someone will come forward. If enough .
* people would volunteer, we could try the co-teaching plan. |
I We are all members of the St. Mary*s Church family; we need
" you all. We ask each and everyone of you to pray on this idea .
and maybe decide to help. If interested, please call Helen |
i James at 724-272-1171 or Bill Girardi at 412-719-7085. <= .
N oEmm s mmm o mmm s Emm N mmm 8 Emm § s 8 mmm 8 s o mmm s o o ol
WE“T M) Envelopes for your weekly intentions for the Altar
Bread & Wine are available in the Administrative

W‘EEK Office. There are only a couple left. Please note
that your donation ($20.00/ea.) must be given at the
time of your request. If

normal office hours. <

interested, stop by the office during

kT Annual “Blessing Bag” Campaign
l‘&r— St. Mary, Mother of God Parish is
BI requesting you and vyour family be a
Bma; 3 “Blessing” to those in need by filling a

grocery bag with non-perishable food
items...and returning your filled bag to the Administrative
Building no later than Monday, December 4th. These bags,
with a list of most needed items attached, are located at the
Church entrances. Filled grocery bags will be taken to the
Freeport Food Bank in time for their Christmas distribution.
Please do not take a bag if you are not participating. Thank
you for sharing your blessings with others! <

o Y SECOND REMINDER...2024 is rapidly approaching
2 H/f[‘ and it’s time for our various organizations and
L ministries to begin scheduling their meetings and
events. Chris Bender is our Coordinator for all meetings and
events that take place in our Family Community Center,
Fellowship Hall, Conference Room and when need be and
available, the Christian Mothers’ Room. In order to avoid any
scheduling conflicts, please remember that you must call Chris
at 724-272-1995 to do your scheduling. If you have monthly
meetings, call Chris to get them scheduled. If you are planning
a workshop/reflection, etc., call her to make sure the dates
you want are available. Please do not assume or take for
granted that because you had a certain day/date this year that
you will be able to continue having that day/date in 2024!
Please remember that we have new ministries and also have
outside events (birthday parties, anniversary parties, etc.) that
will be booked in our hall. If everyone cooperates, we won’t
have any scheduling conflicts in 2024. Thank you! <
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Wﬁ@gﬁl:reeport How are you preparing for the
. . > .
Theatre Poitival Coming of the Little Christ Child?

Freeport Theatre Festival

% lm (ELEBRHING 33 YEARS 2022 is delighted to present for one and all g
“The Nativity — A Christmas Delight”
Written by Rev. Edward Volz, OSP and Rennick Steele ' '
Friday, Saturday and Sunday—December 1st, 2nd, 3rd = :

All performances begin at 7:00 P.M. ¥,

~~Come early to enjoy mulled cider and A &
§ homemade cookies from 6:30 -7:00 P.M. ~~ §

Pay What You Can

Saturday, December 2nd, 2023
Begin your day early!

8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
St. Mary Fellowship Hall
Menu: Waffles/Eggs/Sausage; Beverages—Orange Juice/Coffee

No Reservations Needed—No Charge!

CHRISTMAS

BASKET RAFFLE
Saturday—December 9th, 2023

Tickets - $1.00 each

Raffle tickets can be found at the church
entrances. This is the only fundraiser that
the Christian Mothers have each year.
Proceeds benefit the children and
parishioners of St. Mary Church.
Your participation in this project
is needed and appreciated!
THANK YOU!

Ticket stubs and money may be put in an
envelope and placed in the collection basket,
mailed in, dropped off at the Administrative

Office, or given to any Christian Mother.

Falo@ B a3 @ FoBns,




FEBRUARY 10TH_
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Renshaw Farms ﬂ

Tickets will soon be ready
STOCKING for Mardi Gras 2024... just
STUFFERS in time for Christmas!!!

MASS?J/@H/IGI)S

Mass Intention Requests are now being accepted for 2024.
Your mass donation is to be made at the time of your
request. We are asking all parishioners to limit their requests
to ten per year—three weekend masses only. Thank you! <

Learn and enjoy your faith at
FOR M E D home and on the go, from any
device. Sign-up for free at:

formed.org/signup. When the “Create a New Account” page
comes up, enter the parish zip code (16229) in the “Find your
Parish or Organization” box. Select our parish and click the
next button. Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at:
bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. «<

Diocesan News/Events

“Diocesan Priest Chefs compete for

Recipe of the Year”
Please see insert in today’s bulletin for all details!
Vote as many times as you like!
Voting continues until Saturday, December 16th! <

o\ & % Bishop Larry J. Kulick invites all to join him,
i Lessons%\ along with musicians from the Diocese of
‘ ‘¥ Greensburg and Blessed Sacrament Cathedral,

- #5%i=" for the annual Diocesan celebration of Lessons
and Carols on Friday, December 1st, at 7:00 P.M. at the
Cathedral in Greensburg. A reception will follow in their social

hall. Admission is free! =<

In and Around Our Diocese
)

St. Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe

H{.OLLYBERR;Y Parish, Kittanning, will hold its
F A I R ..% annual Holly Berry Fair Friday,
1st, from 2:00 to

December

6:00 P.M. and Saturday, December 2nd, from 9:00 A.M. to
6:00 P.M. in their parish hall. The event will include theme
baskets and cash raffles, Christmas greens and bake sales, a
used Christmas item sale, and a soup and bread sale. Special
events on December 2nd will include Breakfast with Santa
from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M. (reservations required), bingo from
12:00 noon to 2:00 P.M., and a dine-in or takeout stuffed
chicken breast dinner from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M. (cost is $18.00;
pre-orders required). For additional information, please visit:
stmarykittanning.org or call 724-548-7649. <

The Sacrament of Anointing will be
administered at Our Lady, Queen of Peace
Parish, East Vandergrift, Sunday, December

: 3rd, after the 11:00 A.M. Mass and at
St. James Parish, Apollo, Saturday, December 9th, following
the 4:30 P.M. Mass. Those who are sick, facing surgery or
dealing with other issues are encouraged to attend. <

The dachament
of tfe Gnewnting
of the dick

=3 St. Francis Parish is seeking an organist/
-

\6 m/'!!f choir director to play at St. Joseph
Fd “w

/[ >, Church in Cabot. Resumes may be sent
~ to St. Francis Parish, 315 Stoney Hollow
Road, Cabot, PA 16023. Please mark to the attention of
Ms. Barb Boltz. If you prefer, you can email your resume to:
office@saintfrancisparish.net. <

P
Solemn Candlelight

Rorate Mass

in honor of O EadyeBGuadalupe

Featuring the Bt. (‘}l‘t"gory Institute of
Sacred Music

Christ Prince of Peacd
Catholic Church

U8\ Ford CityPA
ALL ARE INVITED!

This Solemn Candlelight Rorate Mass carries on the ancient
Catholic tradition of celebrating a candlelight Mass during the
holy season of Advent to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary and to
prepare for the arrival of the Son of God. The word "Rorate"
comes from the traditional opening psalm for the Mass which
sings "Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies
pour down righteousness."

Tuesday, Dec. 12th
7:00PM
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Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey. Thank you for the many gifls you have given
us. We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated
men and women in the Diocese of Greensburg. Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithfil
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary. Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your
Kingdom on earth. We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.
Imprimatur

The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD
Bishop of Greensburg

. Please -and--------

Please support our advertisers.
Their support allows our
bulletin services to to be free to
our parish. Let them know you
saw their ad here!

- Thank-you

LAST WEEK

Due to the early submission of the
November 26th bulletin, the weekly
contribution report for
November 19th was not available.
This information will be published in
next Sunday’s bulletin.

THANK YOU!

R AR XX R R RRRNRN)
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ng OUR FUTURE togethea‘

Your consistent stewardship is greatly
appreciated. Thank you!

Thank you for Your comtribution - big avwi small!

J

Ways to Support Our Parish

K@ 0 & O

Bill pay at financial Download the free Text stmarygive and Visit our website "
Use your envelope institution Realm Connect app amount to 73256 wwwLstmaryfreeport.com E

ie. stmarygive $100

Please remember that in addition to placing your envelope in the collection basket, you can also mail it or drop
it off at the Administrative Office or place it in the secured mailbox outside of our Administrative Center.




Keddie Chevrolet

Route 56, Vandergrift
724-567-5683

7reepart Mon

WEB: www.freeportm

BRIDGET ANN
FOGARTY

REALTOR Redmond Funeral Home Inc, ﬁ) . ;
“helping buyers and sellers” [y e e ing Servi [
C 724-448-9645 W @%??m e - sf I meent ({t‘ P IUI ( St
0724-295-4700 FREEPORT BEVERAGE ——

524 High St Frgport  724-295-4500

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary's Families
since 1968

@

CENTURY21

AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com

724-29

Edward Jones

.

724.352.1571

603 High Street
Freeport

JOHN’S HEATING,
AIR CONDITIONING
& HARDWARE INC.

i
L,

TOLL
FREE

catholicmatch’

Pennsylvania @

P. POFI &

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

344 Second Street Freeport,
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

www.binzph.com

1-877-551-6760 (724) 295-2950 | i ArroRNEVS AT LAW

Real Estate Residential
Business Commercial

Energy Construction
Estate Planning Refinance

www.atenciohall.com

umental Work.
SONS

DONGHIA LUMBER GOMPANY

BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS,
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673  Vandergrift, PA
WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING
LUMBER
DECKING
WINDOWS

onumentalworks.net

OPEN MoON-SAT 10 AM -3 PM

DONATIONS APPRELIA TED

New Volunteers Always Welcome

116 North Plaza, Apollo

5-9200

Sl

i &, B iINnz BYE R TAx' FUNERAL HDME.‘,QINC
|| Fooncainiuier e Ol s i 1| PEEG L REER I Tiowss ), Zivek
f| e neordia FUL’L?ﬁ;E;-’;E;E?Ni%RED Local Service - Airport §f NicHOLAS T. ZIDEK
’r'ﬁ 724-295-2878 e -“if'i"‘ ries - PA 108235 H.P 3219 GE::&:rgl:&ipsoggg Funeral Director
B www.ConcordialLM.org é 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE Wheelcl"lair i S:ervice 724-224-8668

1522 Carlisle 5t., Natrona Heights

P.U.C. #A00105054

HOPEX)

SETTLEMENT SERVYICES

ATENCIO
& McKERNAN

Real Estate Title Services

www.hope-reid.com

~ CatholicMatch.com/datePA

GEARY,
LOPERFITO
&« GENERELLI

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

] L
A Vet &5 (2 yi('./

/ MAGNOL

\
Skincare = Massages
Botox ¢ Fillers & More
Home of the 599 Facial
724-540-5413
205 5th St., Freeport

159 Lincoln Ave,, Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694

Scott K. McKernan| smckernan@atenciohall.com |412.275.5969
OPEN 11am TO 2am MON-SAT

Two Locally Owned Locations

—= OF SAXONBURG
7{ need o "”‘f’/ A/('/El Eu_{j

ﬂSSISTEEJ I.I\.‘ING AND MEMDR'I’ CARE | PERSONAL CARE AND MEMORY CARE

Fax: 724-568-2500 | MAGNOLIAPLACEOFSAXONBURG.COM

IA PLACE

—
-

Care through every season

SEASONSOFSAXONY.COM

323 2nd St. | 724-295-0130

INCREASE YOUR
VISIBILITY IN THE
COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

b

A

7
' 4
EEEDENTAL

¥ 4

BACKET TR

CONTACT ME
Marsha Haney

-

mhaney@jppc.net

(941) 445-0778

OMNI ELEéTRIc INC.|
NO JOB TOO SMALL|

ELECTRICIANS

E:E.- COMMERCA:

. 724-352-1144

- FULLY INSURED SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
PA Registered 017824 www.holbeininc.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Serving the Area for over 33 Years!
High Quality Work -

AVersatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING - ASPHALT & TAR - CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES - CONCRETE WORK « CONSULTING

JCX | SIS | OGH! POLE SEMCE

724.353.2635

Resonable Rates [EanllRjid=

280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back)

John Patrlck Pubhshlng Company 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net
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