St. Mary, Mother of God Church

Roman Catholic Church
608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229
A ®arish of the Diocese of Greensbury

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust

December 17th, 2023

SArPC

Monsignor Gilbert C. Gente — Pastor

goente@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan, Permanent Deacon

Parish Information
Saturday (Vigil): 4:00 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.;
Wednesday—=6:00 P.M.
Holy Day of Obligation: 8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.

Reconciliation: Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M.
Baptism: Saturdays or Sundays (by appointment)
Marriage: Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn more about the
Catholic faith. Pre-registration is required. Please contact Msgr. Gilbert or William
Girardi at 724-295-2281.

Hospital or Home Visit: If you would like to teceive Holy Communion or if
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, please call Msgr. Gilbert at
724-295-2281.

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact Msgr. Gilbert at 724-295-2281

Holy Communion: Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to
bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound. If you know of someone, please call
the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281.

Baptism: To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your

Parish Staff

William Girardi

Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085
Claudia Vertosick

Business Manager/Parish Secretary
Helen James, Religious Education Director
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski

Parish Custodians
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales

Coordinator— 724-316-5352
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper— 724-448-9250
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall/Community

Center Coordinator—724-272-1995

Ministries
Kristen Marhefka — Teen Ministry
John Nemcek — Homebound Ministry
Gina Jones —Helping Hands
724-448-9251; ¢inaj1904@gmail.com
Brenda DeMeno —The Caring Tree

Organizations
Diane Grant— Christian Mothers
Tim Fogarty — FORGED (Men’s Group)
St. Vincent de Paul Society
For assistance— call 724-596-2942

Office Information
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours :
724-295-2281 (Office) 724-295-3090 (Fax)
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Parish Website: www.stmaryfreeport.com

Parish Email Address:
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com

Facebook: Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport

Send Information to share:
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com

MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.




g = (in memory of) )
L s 9= (IHO/special intention/parishioners)

MASSES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT The Altar Bread and Wine were donated

ME for this week in loving memory of
. 7=
SATURDAY:  December 16th 7 Walter & Hannah Konkle

4:00 P.M. TMazurowski & McVay Families B
(Mazurowski Family)

by Mary Fullerton

SUNDAY: Decembgr 17th ) _ The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this
8:30 A.M. tDeAnna Dickey (Family) ( week in loving memory of
17700 A SV ME IR “‘ Our Parents—Lucio & Frances Palilla;

) ' John & Helen Hellgren
MONDAY: December 18th requested by

8:00 A.M. tJohn Godfrey (Dave Dubac) Dennis & Janet Hellgren
TUESDAY: December 19th . .
8:00 A.M. TElizabeth McDermott Mlnlstry SChedule

(Gary & Christine Miller)

December 23rd & 24th, 2023

WEDNESDAY: December 20th

6:00 P.M. TMary Pesci Ranieri (David & Cleatus Burk) ALTAR SERVERS:

Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dawson Gaillot
Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Zollinger Family;

THURSDAY: December 21st ‘el el

8:00 A.M. tHelen Fuhrman (Wyant Family)

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:
Saturday, 4:00 PPM. Dave Valencic
Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Judy Bergstrom

FRIDAY: December 22nd
8:00 A.M. tloseph Poretti (Sister—Norma Jane)

MASSES FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

LECTORS:
Safurday, 4:00 P.M.  Ernie Bragiel

ot Decem R Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Annette Domachowski

4:00 P.M. tEdna Barr (John & Brenda DeMeno)

. ORGANIST:
sgrgg,:vM Bsetcl\e/lg:b:rizsfi:ners Saturday, 4:00 P.M.  Dmitri Koval
’ C ' v Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Tom Koharchik

Readings for the Week [aWes

-------------------- Safurday, 4:00 P.M. Stephanie Rudzki
F\Aonday Jer 23:5-8 Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Tom Koharchik
Mt 1:18-25 1
Tuesday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a Ps 71:3-4a, 5- Please contact the parish office if you would like to
I 6ab, 16-17 Lk 1:5-25 I volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries!
‘Wednesday s 7:10-14 Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 ] Note—All liturgical ministers must have their
| Lk 1:26-38 I clearances up to date!
!Thursday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a Ps 33: Thank you!

. 2-3, 11-12, 20-21 Lk 1:39-45

IFriday BSm 1:24-28 1 SGIERA-5, 6-7, |

I 8abcd Lk 1:46-56 i

* Saturday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9,
10 and 14 Lk 1:57-66

- Sunday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14q, 16 Ps 89:2- -
' 3, 4-5, 27, 29 Rom 16:25-27 :
| Lk 1:26-38 |




, Visitors

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings

(—//{ )( WOV vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available

'O OUR CHURCH

at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281.

Calendar of Events/Meetings

December 17th

Donut Sunday—Immediately following Sunday morning masses - Fellowship Hall;

CCD Individual Christmas Parties—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.;
Youth Ministry—9:30 - 11:00 A.M. - Family Community Center;
“Lessons & Carols”/Advent Music—2:00 P.M. - Church with Refreshments to follow in the Fellowship Hall;
GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Conference Room

December 18th Advent Rejoice Program—9:00 A.M. - Fellowship Hall; Regional Advent Penance Service—6:30 P.M. - Church
FORGED “Men’s Group” Christmas Party —7:00 P.M. - Family Community Center

December 19th
December 20th
December 21st

RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall
Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR

Advent Rejoice Program—=6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall

December 22nd Confessions/Adoration/Rosary/Divine Mercy—Following the 8:00 A.M. Mass;

Parish Office Closes at 12:00 Noon

December 24th Christmas Eve—NO CCD

December 25th Christmas Day—Parish Office Closed
December 26th Parish Office Closed

December 27th  Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MM R

December 30th Historic Christmas at St. Mary’s Church—10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.

Parish Informatlon/ Events

358
Join Us For Coffee@

Donuts and Conversation
TODAY!
Sunday, December 17th

In our Fellowship Hall
Immediately following Sunday masses!

7

Due to the upcoming holidays, early
deadlines continue for several bulletins.
If you would like something published
in any of the following bulletins, you
must email your information to the
Administrative Office at: thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com no
later than 10:00 A.M. on the given dates:

Bulletin Date Deadline for your submission
December 24th Deadline Passed

December 31st Tuesday, December 19th
January 7th Thursday, December 21st

Please join us as we prepare for
the Christmas season! Our Music
_ Ministry Choir and parish musicians

¢ of St. Mary, Mother of God Church
LEgg[ N‘ will present an Advent program of
CAROI q scriptures and carols today, Sunday,
# ““ December 17th at 2:00 P.M. in our
church. The event will begin with a concert of Advent music.
Following our program, everyone is invited for refreshments in
our Fellowship Hall! <

Thank you for your cooperation! <
Communal Penance services are
an excellent way to enter into

i;iiii i ; o the spirit of the call to conversion

| COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES | that Jesus issues to each of us.

We are so conscious of the need for reconciliation among the
people of God and His great mercy in forgiving us. Several
priests have been available for these Penance services. The
final service is scheduled for Monday, December 18th at
6:30 P.M. here at St. Mary’s Church! <

' Christmas Memorial Flowers may be placed in the
regular collection basket. You may also drop off your
Christmas Memorial Flowers envelope at the
Administrative office.

Deadline is 3:00 P.M. on Monday, December 18th.
Please write the names of those you wish to honor on
the envelope. We will publish the names of those you
so wish to honor with a donation. Thank you! <

nnGBGHGRRGRBRERGREEE

«s The significance of the Oplatki
° Christmas wafer is in that it

HPI&HQ t shadows the Eucharistic meal
; that Catholics participate in at
Lhaistmas

each Mass. Each family is asked
wikfees

to please take one envelope so

that there is enough for
everyone. You may check with the Administrative office on
Tuesday, December 19th to see if there are any extras
available. Thank you for your thoughtfulness. =<

’ii FRTTRTER



ADVENT FOCUS
@Aets of SKindness

This year, our Advent focus is on “Acts of Kindness”. The first week of Advent Msgr. Gilbert asked you to begin with a
Family Dinner Together. Pray, eat and discuss the happenings within the family circle. For the second week of Advent, he asked
that you reach out to someone in your family that you haven’t spoken to recently. Whether you have been too busy or perhaps

there have been hurt feelings over the years, maybe now is the time to mend these hurts.

2 For the third week of Advent, Msgr. Gilbert asks that you do a random act of kindness, perhaps for

ADVENT -WEEK THREEQ neighbor,friend or relative. <

Cﬁnstmas Eve at 4:00 P.M.
Christmas Eve at 10:00 P.M.
Christmas Day at 10:00 4.M.

Thank you to the Chef, Santa, Shoppers, y ;
N Decorators, Teens, Servers, Greeters, and the
Clean-up Crew who made our Breakfast with

Santa a huge success for our community. We

‘*YOU served 234 breakfasts. We couldn't have

done it without you! -




UouTH MINISTRVY

Youth ministry enjoying pizza and ice cream sundaes in our Family Community Center after
First Friday adoration—December 1st.




INANCIAL INFORMATION

FINANCIAL REPORT: FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023

Beginning Cash Balance July 1, 2022 $_22,661.95
INCOME LINE ITEMS (JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023)
ORDINARY: Oftertory (Sunday, Holy Days, seasonal, candle, flowers) 386,105.41
EXTRAORDINARY: Fundraising, bequests, donations, interest on investments, rentals 56,663.32
NON-ASSESSABLE: Catholic accent, withdrawal from reserve, Diocesan Lenten appeal refund,
Exchange, Diocesan Capital, Campaign Refund, Religious Education Refund 228.530.34
TOTAL INCOME $671.299.07

EXPENSE LINE ITEMS (JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023)
ADMINISTRATIVE: Salaries of clergy, Pastoral Ministry, Administrative staff, telephone,

office expenses, offertory envelopes, Catholic Accent, hospital ministry $153,661.05
CHURCH: Music expense, liturgical/sanctuary supplies, RCIA, clergy assistance,
routine maintenance and repairs, flower expense 86,155.32
RECTORY: Housing of pastor, basic needs and hospitality, routine maintenance 8,460.88
EDUCATIONAL: Religious education salaries, education assessment, adult education,
vacation bible school, teen ministry, sacramental prep 61,670.39
GENERAL: Salary of maintenance staff, utilities, building maintenance and repairs,
clergy/employee benefits/FICA, property taxes, insurance, Diocesan assessment 134,756.89
EXTRAORDINARY: Debt interest and principal, major repairs, additions to reserve fund,
Diocesan Lenten Appeal, miscellaneous collections 208,654.34
TOTAL EXPENSES $653.358.87
Ending Cash Balance June 30, 2023 $_40.,602.15

g’ (ﬂ- z J'H?Jﬁ‘ffa} (.)“_ In order to balance our parish budget every year, we rely heavily on the generous gifts that come

> b 4 " to us through the Christmas collection. We also rely heavily on the weekly Offertory gifts that are

e ﬁpﬁazé /fJ.ea ﬁri made fifty-two weeks out of the year. Both your Christmas gifts to our parish and your weekly

Offertory gifts help us manage our operating budget through winter when heating bills are high and

unexpected costs arise for snow and ice removal. For this reason, we ask you to please be as

generous as possible with your Christmas gift to the parish. We need your support. Thank you for your generosity both throughout
the year and at Christmas! <

/tm b gérnet CPJ(?/

Saturday, February 10th, 2024
6:00 — 10:00 P.M.

Renshaw Farms

Menu Includes:
Cheese and Lite fare Tickets are $40.00 each Proceeds will Benefit

of food . . Hall Maintenance for
featuring a local caterer. Table of 8 for 3280 (discounted price) St. Mary, Mother of
God Church, Freeport

Tickets may be purchased after weekend
masses from any Pastoral Council member;
call Bridget at 724-448-9645; Jeff at 724-596-0503




-

Pray

\/:?('(-..{1 LS

(

Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey. Thank you_for the many gifls you have grven
us. We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated
men and women in the Diocese of Greensburg. Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful

disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary. Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your
Kingdom on earth. We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.

Imprimatur
The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD
Bishop of Greensburg

LAST WEEK é&.&m Piease -and--------
Please support cour advertisers.
Their support allows our
bulletin services to to be free to
our parish. Let them know yvou
saw their ad here!

oo Thank-yoe
ng OUR FUTURE tog-e'thg’

Offertory Collection for December 3rd, 2023
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out: 586
No. of Envelopes Received: 143
Collection: Offertory - $4,957.66
Electronic Payments (18) - $1,000.00
Loose - $383.00; Children (13) - $20.00
Add’l. Donations—Poverty Relief/ CRS (2) - $35.00

Total Collection - $6,395.66

Due to the early submission of the
December 17th bulletin, the weekly
contribution report for December 10th was not
available. This information will be published
in next Sunday’s bulletin.

THANK YOU!

teRRRRRRRR RO NS

Your consistent stewardship is greatly
appreciated. Thank you!

Please remember that in addition to placing your envelope in the collection basket, you can also mail it or drop
it off at the Administrative Office or place it in the secured mailbox outside of our Administrative Center.




Keddie Chevrolet
Route 56, Vandergrift

BRIDGET ANN 724-567-5683

FOSAﬁoIETY Redmond Funeral Home Inc,

“helping buyers and sellers” e YRy
C 724-448-9645 W Ryan Rerond Sgervisor
0 724-295-4700 524 HigﬁSt Freeport 724-295-4500

(@ S\ WUV NN W /. rcdmondfuneralhomeinc.com

I?MERICAN HERITAGE REALTY .Serm'ng St. Mmy"s Families
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com since 1968

Edward Jones P

Beth S Davis, CFP*®

ﬁ Financial Advisor
l\ 207 5th 5t
a

Concordia

Lutheran Minisiries
www.ConcordialLLM.org
e 724.352.1571

603 High Street

P JoHN'Ss HEATING, [ reeport
: - AIR CONDITIONING
L & g HARDWARE INC.

TOLL .
FREE 1-877-551-6760 (724) 295-2950

catholicmaich’

Freeport, PA 16229
724-295-2878

Ireepart Monumental Work.

DONGHIA LUMBER GOMPANY

P. POFI & SONS
Granite & Bronze Markers BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS,
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net DOORS
WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net (0 N TRA(TO RS & B U SI N ESS ES

PA 16229

@)
FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200

103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

724-295-6571
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
PA 108235 H.P 3219
?, 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.binzph.com -

ATENCIO HOPEfé)))

McKEF

O
;?.‘4'.
A—am aTTORNEYS

Real Estate Residential
Business Commercial
Energy Construction
Estate Planning Refinance
www.atenciohall.com www.hope-reid.com

AT

SIDING

SRRSO Sl Call us at 724-567-5673  Vandergrift, PA LUMBER

DECKING

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320 WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.GOM WINDOWS

OPEN MoON-SAT 10 AM -3 PM

St. Vincent de Paul (-¢
DONATIONS 4PPRE(IA TED

New Volunteers Always Welcome

116 North Plaza, Apollﬂ

BYERS TA)(I

THO\Hb J. ZIDEK
Supervisor

NicHoLAS T. ZiDEK
Funeral Director

724-224-8668

1522 Carlisle 5t., Natrona Heights

Local Service = Airport
Group Trips to Sporting
Events, Concerts, Etc.
Wheelchair Van Service
P.U.C. #A00105054

o A D
i\!,‘h] SETTLEMENT SERVICES

LAW

Real Estate Title Services

CatholicMatch.com/datePA

G ¢ ]
s % LOPERFITO
\ PR N & GENERELIIB.E
Skincare » Massages ALAINE G. GENERELLI
Botox ¢ Fillers & Mcre‘ 159 Lincoln Al’ift PA 15690
Home of the $99 Facial AGGOGLLAWYERS.COM

724-540-5413 WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM
P LR B O (=1 1o s S 724-568-3694 Fax: 724-568-2500

MAGNOLIA PLACE

== OF SAXONBURG =S

A e e gy r.-‘;lﬂfi'uuy

MAGNOUAPLACEQFSAXONBURG.COM

Scott K. McKernan| smckernan@atenciohall.com |412.275.5969
Two Locally Own c.ri Locations OPEN 11am TO 2am MON-SAT

ASSISTED LIVING N'IDMEMDR\' CARE | PERSONAL CARE AND MEMORY CARE

% THE SEASONS

OF SAXONBLIRG

-

Care through every season

SEASONSOFSAXONY.COM 323 2nd St. | 724-295-0130

ENNIFER
J spande %{m
Specializing in
Destinations
and Universal Parks
Academy Travel
724—882-0048

PNEYZICAL

DIZZY?
UNSTEADY?
AFRAID OF FALLING?

YOU'RE NOT ALONE.

LAEMARKED

Call (412) 457-8200 | www.fyzical.com/monroeville-pa

. !'ﬂ"" i ! -
PA Registered 017824

‘L}..
OMNI ELEE:TRIC INC.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

ELECTRICIANE

Fd [T >H_‘ ,m“[u‘:
- 9

. 724-352-1144

(' *: FULLY INSURED

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Serving the Area for over 33 Years!
High Quality Work - Resonable Rates [

280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back)

AVersatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING - ASPHALT & TAR - CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES - CONCRETE WORK « CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net
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