Feast of. the Foly Family of Jesus, W'y and Joseph

December 31st, 2023

Looking at the Holy Family, we see the love,
the protection, and the diligent care
that they gave to the Redeemer.

We cannot fail to feel uneasiness,
perhaps a shameful thought,
for the times in which we have not rendered
the appropriate care and attention
to the Blessed Eucharist. We can only
ask for forgiveness and do penance
for all the sacrilegious acts and the
lack of respect that are committed
in front of the Blessed Eucharist.

We can only ask the Lord, through the
intersession of the Holy Family of Nazareth,
for a greater love for their Son Incarnate,
who has decided to remain here on earth
with us every day until the end of time.

With grateful appreciation and best wishes
on this feast of the Holy Family, we wish you
nothing but the best in your future endeavors
wherever God may take you!

Dear God Our Father, our pastor will be departing from our
parish this week and we don’t know exactly what to say to
him, but we know we need to say something! He’s been a
teacher and a counselor, but mostly, he has been a friend to
us. We appreciate how transparent and authentic he has
been with all of us—parishioners and non-parishioners.

Holy Spirit, speak through us as we pray for Monsignor
Gilbert. When we wish him farewell, we ask that you put the
right words in our mouth, words to encourage him and
strengthen him. As we pray for him, we ask the Holy Spirit to
speak into his ear, his mind, and his heart, bringing him
direction and deep peace. We believe you can take our mere
words and make them powerful in love, truth, grace, and
mercy. Through our prayers, we want him to know he is
loved and appreciated! We pray this prayer in the mighty
name of Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen.




- 1t=(in memory of)

s 9=(IHO/special intention/parishioners)

SATURDAY:
4:00 P.M.

SUNDAY:
8:30 A.M.

11:00 A.M.

MONDAY:

11:00 A.M.

TUESDAY:
8:00 A.M.

WEDNESDAY:

6:00 P.M.

THURSDAY:
8:00 AM.

FRIDAY:
8:00 A.M.

MASSES FOR THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

December 30th
tRussell & Margaret Corsi (Corsi Family)

December 31st

¥St. Mary Parishioners
tMarian & William C. Detman
(Elaine & Neal Macurdy)

January 1st — Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
¥St. Mary Parishioners

January 2nd
tLois E. Scholl (Jeff Polana)

January 3rd
tDorothy Wyant (Remiss Family)

January 4th
tJoe Mohney (Pat Westerman)

January 5th
tJoan Sliwiak (Kymer Family)

MASSES FOR THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

SATURDAY:
4:00 P.M.

SUNDAY:
8:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

January éth
tLevi Mohney (The Ruiz Family)

January 7th
¥St. Mary Parishioners
tJames D. Pesci (Friends)

Readings for the Week

" Tuesday
- Wednesday

| Thursday
. Friday

I Saturday

i Sunday

Nm 6:22-27 Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8

Gal 4:4-7 Lk 2:16-21

I Jn 2:22-28 Ps 98:1, 2-3AB, 3CD-
4 Jn 1:19-28

I Jn 2:29-3:6 Ps 98:1, 3CD-4, 5-6
Jn 1:29-34

1Jn 3:7-10 Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 Jn 1:35-42
1Jn3:11-21 Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5

Jn 1:43-51

1 Jn 5:5-13 Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-
20; Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or

Lk 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38

Is 60:1-6 Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-
13 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 Mt 2:1-12

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated

for this week in loving memory of
Joseph & Dorothy Mollica

by Janis & Gerry

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this

week in honor of

The Jordan & Snyder Family,

requested by

Ron & Nancy Jordan-Snyder

Ministry Schedule

January 1st, 6th & 7th, 2024

ALTAR SERVERS:

Monday, 11:00 A.M.

Saturday, 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.

Sunday, 11:00 A.M.

All Servers

Dawson Gaillot

Ryan & Ella Sutara; Zach Lasko;
AJ Jonczak; Isabella Stone
Mason DeMeno; Tom Brestensky

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:

Monday, 11:00 A.M.

Saturday, 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.

LECTORS:

Monday, 11:00 A.M.

Saturday, 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.

ORGANIST:

Monday, 11:00 A.M.

Saturday, 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.

CANTOR:

Monday, 11:00 A.M.

Saturday, 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.

TBA

Arlene Miller
Befty Lou Nemcek
Helen James

TBA

Brian Welsh
Abby Koharchik
Janis Harbison

Dmitri Koval
Dmitri Koval
Tom Koharchik
Francine Corsi

Dmitri Koval/Choir
Dmitri Koval/Choir
Tom Koharchik
Alex Smith

Please contact the parish office if you would like to volunteer for
any of these liturgical ministries!
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their clearances
up to date! Thank you!




(YL vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available
'O OUR CHUR

N If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings

@8l at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281.

St. Mary’s Calendar

December 31st
January lst
January 3rd
January 4th
January 5th
January 7th

January 8th

January 9th
January 10th
January 14th

January 15th
January 16th
January 17th
January 21st

January 22nd

NO CCD

New Year’s Day—Parish Office Closed; Msgr. Gilbert’s Farewell—12:00 Noon to 4:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall
Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR

St. Vincent DePaul Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Family Community Center

First Friday—Adoration time TBD (to be determined)

CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; Youth Ministry—9:30 -11:00 A.M. - Family Community Center;

GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room; Bingo—6:30 P.M. - Family Community Center
Leadership Meeting—6:30 P.M. - Conference Room;

Christian Mother’s Holiday Dinner—7:00 P.M. - Evolution Grille

RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall

Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR

Donut Sunday immediately following Sunday morning masses - Fellowship Hall;

CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; Confirmation Prep Class—9:30 A.M. - Family Community Center;

GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room

FORGED Men’s Group Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Family Community Center

Alpha Team Meeting—6:00 P.M. - Family Community Center; RCIA—7:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall

Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR

CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; Youth Ministry—9:30 -11:00 A.M. - Family Community Center;

GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Conference Room

Pastoral Council Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Conference Room

Parish Information/Events

_i_:,_____;"r'
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‘H’]a’y your hearit be lighl, your
_ burdens be lighlened, and
“your lire be brighiened in The

New Year.
Happy fNlew Year!

Lets begin the year with God

May all who enter be welcomed with respect

May all comings and goings be reflectors
of the active presence of God.
Bless our table where we eat our meals.

A Family Blessing
Jesus, we ask Your blessing on our family.
Come and bless where we live,
surround this shelter with Your Holy Spirit.

T P 3 ]
New Year
Masses
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

k‘\
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Since this Holy Day falls on a Monday in 2024,
the obligation to attend mass is dispensed.
However, we will celebrate mass on
Monday, January 1st at 11:00 A.M.
Please note that there will be no

Bless this doorway.

and kindness.

Each time may we remember the breaking of the bread,
and the sharing of drink, as a cornerstone of our lives.
May the Holy Light of God’s presence
shine forth brightly in this home.

May our family’s life be a blessing for all who visit here.
May God’s Holy Blessing rest upon us all,
those present, and those who have gone before us.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Sunday evening mass celebrated.
Msgr. Gilbert’s farewell celebration will immediately
follow the 11:00 A.M. mass in our Fellowship Hall.

‘I In your charity, please remember the souls of those
J | who passed away, especially Robert R. Ranieri and
' Christopher M. Shipe. We ask God to welcome
Robert and Christopher and all who have gone
before us into the joy of everlasting life and bring

comfort and peace to their families. T {



like to remind you of the proper
etiquette regarding your weekly
donation envelopes. Please do not
use staples or excessive tape on
the envelopes. Our money counters are unable to open the
envelope without ripping it or the donation inside; please do
not cut up old envelopes and place them inside another
envelope; if you are making donations for multiple funds
(Sunday collection, St. Vincent de Paul, Catholic Accent,
Diocesan collections, etc.), if possible, please issue separate
checks. Using one check for multiple funds makes it more
difficult and very time consuming in making sure that the
funds balance and are distributed and recorded properly.
Thank you for your generosity and support and your help in
eliminating a lot of confusion and helping to make our money
counters do their job in a timely and efficient manner. <

. DONATION ENVELOPE ETIQUETTE -
my Oﬂénng /-.\s we enter into 2024, we would
S —

derinsd § _

Is an upcoming Sunday Mass
being offered for your departed
loved one? If so, it would be
especially meaningful for your
family to present the gifts during
the Offertory Procession of that
Mass. Arrive early for Mass on that date; identify yourself to
the Ushers and let them know you would like to take up the
gifts. They will then assist you and give you the necessary
instructions. =<

Church Membershi

One of the inquiries our parish office receives is the request
for a sponsor/Godparent eligibility letter for either Baptism or
Confirmation. In order to be considered a member of the
parish, we must have on file your parish census registration for
all who are over 21 years of age. Please visit our website at:
www.stmaryfreeport.com or call 724-295-2281 to request the
census form to register. Moved lately? How about your phone
number? Have you gone digital? Would you like to register
your e-mail with us? Please share your updated information
with us. =

Sunday, January 7th
Family Community Center
407 Freeport Road, Freeport
Doors open at 5:00 P.M.
Bingo will begin at 6:30 P.M.

$750.00 JACKPOT MUST GO!

6:00 - 10:00 P.M. Hall Maintenance for
St. Mary, Moth
Renshaw Farms o Mlary, Mother of
Menu Includes: (4 urch, Freepor
Cheese and Lite fare Tickets are $40.00 each

of food
featuring a local caterer.

Have you considered sponsoring our Mardi Gras Wine Tasting Event?

["J JOILS0X /7 DOIldit | If you would like to be a sponsor, forms are located at all of the church
entrances. You can fill one out and return it to our Administrative Office, or,
if you prefer, you can contact Jeff Polana or Bridget Fogarty.

If you prefer, you can help out in another way...

Wine & Beer Tasting with Lite Fare
Saturday, February 10th, 2024

Table of 8 for 8280 (discounted price)

Tickets may be purchased after weekend
masses from any Pastoral Council member;
call Bridget at 724-448-9645; Jeff at 724-596-0503

The Basket Raffle Committee is collecting new and unused items for themed baskets for the upcoming
& Mardi Gras. If you would like to donate items, a themed basket, gift cards or cash, you can drop them off at
the Administration Office during normal office hours by Monday, January 29th. Thank you for your support!
Questions? Contact Sharon at 724-294-3128. =

1 Proceeds will Benefit

Deadline for sponsor forms is Monday, January 22nd.




FIRST RECONCILIATION

Congratulations to our fourteen Second Grade students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on
Thursday, December 14™. Thank you to their teacher, Laurie Kolish, for preparing them for this special occasion. Let us keep them
in our prayers as they continue to prepare to receive the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. =<




—— THIS WEEK ON —

FORMED

augusme
INSTITUTE 5 ¢

Institute Show

N:UJ YEARS
ESOLUTIONS

WITH D SCOTT HEFELFINGER

P INnstitute Show!

Week of December 31, 2023

New Year's Resolutions | The Augustine

Y VWhat's vour resolution this vear? Dr. Tim Gray

welicomes Dr. Scoit Hefeifinger, Assistant Professor of
Theology in the Augustine Institute Graduate School
of Theology, to celebrate one year of the Augustine

Sign-up for free at

Learn and enjoy your faith at home and on the go, from any device. Sign- :

FO R M E D formed.org/signup. When the “Create a New Account” page comes up, enter the parish zip code
(16229) in the “Find your Parish or Organization” box. i i

button. Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at: bmacurdy@zoominternet.net. <

Select our parish and click the next

The March for Life in
LA 2 : Washington DC is taking
Bus 'I'?Ip to Wushlngton. = place on Friday, January
19th.  There are two
parish-based groups who
are sending buses this
year. If you would like to attend, please reach out to them to
reserve a seat:
A bus is going from St. Bernard, Indiana with departure at
6:30 A.M. from Indiana Alliance Church. Contact is
Bill Ager at 724-465-4522 for details.
A bus is going from Mother of Sorrows, Murrysville with
departure at 5:30 A.M. Please contact Barb Koury at
barbkoury@gmail.com or 412-480-6490 for details.

January I9th

If anyone is planning on going to the March on their own, you
are welcome to attend Mass that morning with Bishop Kulick
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel in the National
Basilica at 10:30 A.M. and to march with Bishop beginning at
the corner of Constitution and 12" Street around 1:00 P.M.

Please pray that the march and its surrounding events are
successful and fruitful. «<

News from Our Diocese

MARCH 7o, LT

Everyone is invited to join in a day of prayer hosted by the

Greensburg Diocesan Council of the National Council of
Catholic Women (DCCW) at Christ Our Shepherd Center,
Greensburg, on Friday, January 19th, the day of the March for
Life in Washington, D.C. The day will begin with the Rosary for
Priests at 11:30 A.M., followed by Mass at 12:00 Noon, Rosary
for Life, Stations of the Cross for Life, Divine Mercy chaplet at
3:00 P.M., Litany for Life at 3:30 P.M. and closing prayer at
4:00. There is no cost, and those attending can stay all day or
part of the day. The DCCW will also be accepting donations of
baby items for pregnancy centers in the Diocese. <

The twelve Diocese of
Greensburg Catholic schools
now have millions of dollars

in tuition assistance available! Become a TOP Student today.
Visit: www.CatholicSchoolsGuide.org or call 724-552-2565. <

In and Around Our Diocese

Our Lady, Queen of Peace

Rummage Sa]e Parish, East Vandergrift, will

hold a rummage sale Friday and

Saturday, January 5th and 6th, from 9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. and

Sunday, January 7th, from 12:00 Noon-1:00 P.M. Christmas
items will be 75% off. For information, call 724-478-4958. <

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Parish,
M East Vandergrift, and St. James
Parish, Apollo, are planning a
Rivers Casino bus trip (21 and
older) on Tuesday, January 9th. The
leave St. James Parish at 9:00 A.M.

motor coach will
Participants will be at the casino for five hours. Cost is $35.00,
which includes gratuity for the bus driver and $10.00 in free
play (state-issued photo ID required). If you would like to sign
up, please call 724-478-4958. <

HelpOurMarriage.org

RE 'ROUVAILLE

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

4 Stages of Marriage — The four stages of marriage are:

(1) Romance (2) Disillusionment (3) Misery and (4) Awakening.
Many marriages experience the first three Stages. Marriages
that end in divorce never make it to the fourth Stage of
Awakening. Don’t give up without learning about the fourth
Stage of Awakening. If your marriage suffers from
Disillusionment or Misery, please contact Retrouvaille
(pronounced retro-vi with a long i). If you would like
confidential information or you would like to register for the
program beginning with a weekend on February 16th, 2024,
please contact Retrouvaille at 412-277-3434. For additional
information, please visit: helpourmarriage.org. <
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Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey. Thank you for the many gifls you have given
us. We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated
men and women in the Diocese of Greensburg. Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithfil
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary. Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your
Kingdom on earth. We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.

Imprimatur
The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD
Bishop of Greensburg

LAST WEEK é&;@ PleaSE"’ana***-----

Please support our advertisers.
Their support allows our
bulletin services to to be free to

our parish. Let them know vou
No. of Envelopes Received: 171 F y

Collects Offert $5.836.16 saw their ad here!
ollection: ertory - $5,836. =
Electronic Payments (10) - $1,390.00 --ee--Thank- YVOu
Loose - $419.00; Children (13) - $16.12
Additional Immaculate Conception (3) - $38.00

Total Collection - $7,699.28

Due to the early submission of the
December 31st bulletin, the weekly
contribution report for December 24th was not

Offertory Collection for December 17th, 2023
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out: 586

TR RRERORRRR RN

(AR ER R RN NNY)

ng OUR FUTURE togethgp‘

available. This information will be published
in next Sunday’s bulletin.

THANK YOU!
Ever :

DEVLIL

Your consistent stewardship is greatly
appreciated. Thank you!

Thawke tow for Lowy contributlion - bia and shaalll y

Ways to Support Our Parish

Bill pay at financial Download the free Tent stmarygive and
S0 S inutitution Renim Connect opp amount to 73256
. stmarygive $100

Please remember that in addition to placing your envelope in the collection basket, you can also mail it or drop
it off at the Administrative Office or place it in the secured mailbox outside of our Administrative Center.




Keddie Chevrolet
Route 56, Vandergrift

BRIDGET ANN 724-567-5683

FOSAﬁoIETY Redmond Funeral Home Inc,

“helping buyers and sellers” e YRy
C 724-448-9645 W Ryan Rerond Sgervisor
0 724-295-4700 524 HigﬁSt Freeport 724-295-4500

(@ S\ WUV NN W /. rcdmondfuneralhomeinc.com

I?MERICAN HERITAGE REALTY .Serm'ng St. Mmy"s Families
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com since 1968

Edward Jones P

Beth S Davis, CFP*®

ﬁ Financial Advisor
l\ 207 5th 5t
a

Concordia

Lutheran Minisiries
www.ConcordialLLM.org
e 724.352.1571

603 High Street

P JoHN'Ss HEATING, [ reeport
: - AIR CONDITIONING
L & g HARDWARE INC.

TOLL .
FREE 1-877-551-6760 (724) 295-2950

catholicmaich’

Freeport, PA 16229
724-295-2878

Ireepart Monumental Work.

DONGHIA LUMBER GOMPANY

P. POFI & SONS
Granite & Bronze Markers BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS,
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net DOORS
WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net (0 N TRA(TO RS & B U SI N ESS ES

PA 16229

@)
FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200

103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

724-295-6571
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
PA 108235 H.P 3219
?, 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.binzph.com -

ATENCIO HOPEfé)))

McKEF

O
;?.‘4'.
A—am aTTORNEYS

Real Estate Residential
Business Commercial
Energy Construction
Estate Planning Refinance
www.atenciohall.com www.hope-reid.com

AT

SIDING

SRRSO Sl Call us at 724-567-5673  Vandergrift, PA LUMBER

DECKING

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320 WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.GOM WINDOWS

OPEN MoON-SAT 10 AM -3 PM

St. Vincent de Paul (-¢
DONATIONS 4PPRE(IA TED

New Volunteers Always Welcome

116 North Plaza, Apollﬂ

BYERS TA)(I

THO\Hb J. ZIDEK
Supervisor

NicHoLAS T. ZiDEK
Funeral Director

724-224-8668

1522 Carlisle 5t., Natrona Heights

Local Service = Airport
Group Trips to Sporting
Events, Concerts, Etc.
Wheelchair Van Service
P.U.C. #A00105054

o A D
i\!,‘h] SETTLEMENT SERVICES

LAW

Real Estate Title Services

CatholicMatch.com/datePA

G ¢ ]
s % LOPERFITO
\ PR N & GENERELIIB.E
Skincare » Massages ALAINE G. GENERELLI
Botox ¢ Fillers & Mcre‘ 159 Lincoln Al’ift PA 15690
Home of the $99 Facial AGGOGLLAWYERS.COM

724-540-5413 WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM
P LR B O (=1 1o s S 724-568-3694 Fax: 724-568-2500

MAGNOLIA PLACE

== OF SAXONBURG =S

A e e gy r.-‘;lﬂfi'uuy

MAGNOUAPLACEQFSAXONBURG.COM

Scott K. McKernan| smckernan@atenciohall.com |412.275.5969
Two Locally Own c.ri Locations OPEN 11am TO 2am MON-SAT

ASSISTED LIVING N'IDMEMDR\' CARE | PERSONAL CARE AND MEMORY CARE

% THE SEASONS

OF SAXONBLIRG

-

Care through every season

SEASONSOFSAXONY.COM 323 2nd St. | 724-295-0130

ENNIFER
J spande %{m
Specializing in
Destinations
and Universal Parks
Academy Travel
724—882-0048

PNEYZICAL

DIZZY?
UNSTEADY?
AFRAID OF FALLING?

YOU'RE NOT ALONE.

LAEMARKED

Call (412) 457-8200 | www.fyzical.com/monroeville-pa

. !'ﬂ"" i ! -
PA Registered 017824

‘L}..
OMNI ELEE:TRIC INC.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

ELECTRICIANE

Fd [T >H_‘ ,m“[u‘:
- 9

. 724-352-1144

(' *: FULLY INSURED

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Serving the Area for over 33 Years!
High Quality Work - Resonable Rates [

280 St. Mary Mother of God, Freeport, PA (back)

AVersatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING - ASPHALT & TAR - CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES - CONCRETE WORK « CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net
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