
MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

      St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
                 Roman Catholic Church 

                608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229                    
                  A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

                  A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Established 1826 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi 
   Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick 
   Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Jeff Polana, Coordinator of Facilities, 
   Planning & Events—724-596-0503 
Helen James, Religious Education Director  
Francine Corsi, Director of Music Ministry  
Ed & Jeannie Lepkowski 
   Parish Custodians 
Judy Bergstrom, Cemetery Sales  
   Coordinator—724-316-5352 
Jeff Jones, Groundskeeper—724-448-9250  
Chris Bender, Fellowship Hall/Community 
     Center Coordinator—724-272-1995 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka—Teen Ministry 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands 
   724-448-9251; ginaj1904@gmail.com 
Brenda DeMeno—The Caring Tree 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Tim Fogarty—FORGED (Men’s Group) 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
      For assistance—call 724-596-2942 
 

      Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  
thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 

 

Send Information to share:   
stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Father Kenneth G. Zaccagnini, V.F.  
Administrator Pro Tem 

kzaccagnini@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Jerome (J.T.) Tuskan, Permanent Deacon 
jtuskan@dioceseofgreensburg.org  

 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M.  
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8:00 A.M.; 
                              Wednesday—6:00 P.M.  
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:30 P.M. 

 

Baptism:  Saturdays or Sundays (by appointment) 

 

Marriage:   Contact the Administrative Office nine months in advance—724-295-2281 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  RCIA helps you to learn more about the         
Catholic faith. Pre-registration required. Contact William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 

 

Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy Communion or if        
you know someone who would like to have the priest visit, please call the               
Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  Please contact the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring the Eucharist to the sick and homebound.  If you know of someone, please call 
the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

 

Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism and your    
obligation as parents, you are required to attend one baptismal class.   To register for 
one of these classes, please call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 14th, 2024 



=(in memory of)                                                  
♥=(IHO/special intention/parishioners) 

MASSES FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME    

 
SATURDAY: January 13th  
  4:00 P.M.   Richard & Louise Flannigan  
  (Arlene & Gary  Miller) 
     
SUNDAY: January 14th    
  8:30 A.M. Victor Ardito (Karen Rhodes)  
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  
 
MONDAY:   January 15th  
  8:00 A.M. Richard Dobradenka  
  (Cousin—Karen Godfrey)  
    
TUESDAY: January 16th    
  8:00 A.M. Mary Krumenacker (Family) 
    
WEDNESDAY: January 17th   
  6:00 P.M. John L. Supik (PaƩy Hughes) 
  
THURSDAY: January 18th    
  8:00 A.M. Walter I. Sliviak (Bob & Diane Grant) 
 
FRIDAY: January 19th    
  8:00 A.M.     Victor Zadnik (Wife)     
 

MASSES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
 
SATURDAY: January 20th   
  4:00 P.M.   Lois E. Scholl (Tim & Bridget Fogarty)  
 
SUNDAY: January 21st 
  8:30 A.M. Deanna Dickey (Family) 
11:00 A.M. ♥St. Mary Parishioners  

ALTAR SERVERS:  
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dawson Gaillot  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M.  Zollinger Family;  
   Koharchik Family   
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Mason DeMeno; Tom Brestensky  
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Bridget Fogarty  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Janis Sikora  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M. Andre Volek  
 
LECTORS: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Janice Meola  
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Judy Bergstrom  
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Rob Svitek  
 
ORGANIST: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Dave Wesolosky 
 
CANTOR: 
Saturday, 4:00 P.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 8:30 A.M. Dmitri Koval 
Sunday, 11:00 A.M.  Alex Smith 
 

Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
volunteer for any of these liturgical ministries! 
Note—All liturgical ministers must have their       

clearances up to date!  Thank you! 

Ministry Schedule 
January 20th & 21st, 2024 

Readings for the Week   
Monday 1 Sm 15:16-23 Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
 and 23; Mk 2:18-22  
Tuesday 1 Sm 16:1-13 Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28; 
 Mk 2:23-28  
Wednesday 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51 Ps 144:1b, 2, 
 9-10; Mk 3:1-6  
Thursday 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7 Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 
 10b-11, 12-13; Mk 3:7-12  
Friday  1 Sm 24:3-21 Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11;  
  Mk 3:13-19  
Saturday  2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27 Ps 80:2-
 3, 5-7;  Mk 3:20-21  
Sunday Jon 3:1-5, 10 Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
 1 Cor 7:29-31 Mk 1:14-20  

The Altar Bread and Wine were donated  
this week for a  

Special Intention  
by Sharon Mihallich 

       
 

The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this 
week in loving memory of  

Three Angels,  
requested by  

Grandma  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Follow           
Me 



Calendar of  Events/Meetings 
January 14th Donut Sunday immediately following Sunday morning masses - Fellowship Hall;  
 CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; Confirmation Prep Class—9:30 A.M. - Family Community Center; 
 GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
January 15th FORGED Men’s Group Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Family Community Center 
January 16th Alpha Team Meeting—6:00 P.M. - Family Community Center; RCIA—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 17th Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
January 21st CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; Youth Ministry—9:30 -11:00 A.M. - Family Community Center; 
 GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Conference Room   
January 22nd Pastoral Council Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Conference Room 
January 23rd RCIA—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 24th Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
January 28th CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
January 29th Leadership Meeting—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 30th RCIA—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
January 31st Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 
February 1st St. Vincent DePaul Meeting—9:00 A.M. - Family Community Center 
February 2nd First Friday—All Day Adoration; Benediction—6:00 P.M. 
February 4th CCD—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.; Youth Ministry—9:30 -11:00 A.M. - Family Community Center; 
 GriefShare Session—3:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room; Bingo—6:30 P.M. - Family Community Center 
February 5th Christian Mother’s Meeting—7:00 P.M. - Christian Mother’s Room 
February 6th RCIA—6:30 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
February 7th Resurrection Choir Practice—10:00 A.M. - MMR; Choir Practice—6:30 P.M. - MMR 

Parish Information/Events 

If you are new to the area, we invite you to share fully in our parish life. Your presence brings 
vitality and new gifts to the community. Please take a moment to register. Forms are available 
at all of the church entrances or by calling the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

In a Church Team, every one member is important.  An orchestra conductor was conducƟng a rehearsal in 
which the orchestra was joined by a great chorus.  About halfway through the session, with trumpets blaring, 
drums  rolling, and violins singing their rich melody, the Piccolo player muƩered to himself, “What good am I  
doing?   I might just as well not be playing.  Nobody can hear me anyway”.   So, he kept the instrument to his 
mouth, but he made no sound.  Within moments, the conductor cried out to everyone, “STOP!  STOP!  Where’s 
the piccolo?   I don’t hear the piccolo!”  The piccolo was missed by the ear of the most important person of all, 
the conductor.  On this earth, and in our church, Jesus is our Conductor, and when any member decides to stop 

being involved, it will be noƟced by One and felt by All.   —Father Ken Zaccagnini, V.F., Administrator Pro Tem   

 

In our Fellowship Hall 
Immediately following Sunday masses! 

 

Wednesday, March 27th 
12:00 Noon-5:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, September 25th 
12:00 Noon-5:00 P.M. 

 

St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall 

Have you recently retired?    Are 
you now an empty nester?  Are you 
looking for something to make the 
next chapter of your life more   
rewarding?  Becoming involved in 
any number of St. Mary’s ministries 
could bring great joy and fulfillment 

in this next chapter of your life.  If you are  interested in   
learning more about the ministries St. Mary’s has available, 
please do not hesitate to contact Arlene Miller at:                 
armiller52@gmail.com.   



On behalf of all the parishioners here at St. Mary, Mother of 
God Church, we would like to welcome our newest members 
to our  parish family. We hope you find warmth and hospitality 
here. These members joined the third and fourth quarter of 
2023.  Please  welcome:                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

  

Brandon Bowser 
Gene & Mike Breski 

Haley & Nate Connolly 
Gino & Sheryll Esposito 

Cy, Hillary, Aleksy & Koby Haponski 
Paul Jones 

Sam, Tim & Timothy Jones 
Casey, Deena, Gia & Emmy Schaal 

Jim & Sharon Wilson 
Cory, Lauren, Brindley, & Charli Wolff  
Melanie, Crystal, & Caylee Zembrzuski  

Nick Zidek 
  

St. Mary’s  is now your parish family so please try to become 
actively involved in the many different ministries that we have; 
allow the Holy Spirit to lead you to that particular ministry that 
will not only give you the opportunity to be of service to our 
Lord, but also help you in your growth as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Become involved and let us together grow in our 
faith!   We look forward to getting to know you and are happy 
that you chose to become a member of our parish.      

 

As you probably noƟced in the Church BulleƟn this summer, 
we have been in need of Religious EducaƟon teachers in    
various grades. The suggesƟon has been made by the present 
teachers to try co-teaching consisƟng of two teachers           
per grade. That would mean only half the commitment and 
would give teachers Ɵme off.  This would be less stressful for 
each teacher and perhaps would encourage more people to 
step forward. The teachers we have are extremely dedicated, 
but many need Ɵme off for various reasons.  We are reaching 
out to you in hopes that someone will come forward. If 
enough people would volunteer, we could try the co-teaching 
plan.  We are all members of the St. Mary‘s Church family; we 
need you all.  We ask each and everyone of you to pray on this 
idea and maybe decide to help. If interested, please call Helen 
James at 724-272-1171 or Bill Girardi at 412-719-7085.  

 

Wine & Beer Tasting with Lite Fare 
Saturday, February 10th, 2024 

6:00 – 10:00 P.M.  
Renshaw Farms 

Tickets are $40.00 each 
Table of 8 for $280 (discounted price)  

Proceeds will Benefit 
Hall Maintenance for 
St. Mary, Mother of 

God Church, Freeport  Menu Includes: 
Cheese and Lite fare               

of food                                      
featuring a local caterer. 

 Tickets may be purchased after weekend 
  masses from any Pastoral Council member;  

  call Bridget at 724-448-9645; Jeff at 724-596-0503 

Have you considered sponsoring our Mardi Gras Wine Tasting Event?        
If you would like to be a sponsor, forms are located at all of the church  
entrances. You can fill one out and return it to our Administrative Office, or, 

if you prefer, you can contact Jeff Polana or Bridget Fogarty.  Deadline for sponsor forms is Monday, January 22nd.                   
If you prefer, you can help out in another way...                                                                                                         

The Basket Raffle Committee is collecting new and unused items for themed baskets for the upcoming 
Mardi Gras.  If you would like to donate items, a themed basket, gift cards or cash, you can drop them off at 
the Administration Office during normal office hours by Monday, January 29th. Thank you for your support!  
Questions?  Contact Sharon at 724-294-3128.          



Monsignor Gilbert’s last mass at St. Mary, Mother of God Church 
January 1st, 2024 

Farewell Dinner for Monsignor Gilbert in our Fellowship Hall 



Diocesan News/Events 
Bishop Larry J. Kulick is inviƟng men and women in the Diocese of Greensburg to aƩend gatherings this month at Blessed       
Sacrament Cathedral, Greensburg. “Transformed”, a gathering for men, will be held Monday, January 22nd, and “Beloved”, a   
gathering for women, will be held Monday, January 29 (see below),  Both begin at 6:30 P.M. and will feature the Bishop speaking 
on “Created in God’s Image”. The gatherings will include prayer, reflecƟon, small group discussion, EucharisƟc AdoraƟon and      
opportuniƟes for the Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon with mulƟple confessors. There is no cost, and no reservaƟons are required.   

 

Learn and enjoy your faith at home and on the go, from any device.  Sign-up for free at:  
formed.org/signup.  When the “Create a New Account” page comes up, enter the parish zip 
code (16229) in the “Find your Parish or OrganizaƟon” box.  Select our parish and click the next 

buƩon.  Any issues, please contact Beth Macurdy at:  bmacurdy@zoominternet.net.   



Offertory Collection for December 31st, 2023 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out: 586         
No. of Envelopes Received:  165             

 Collection:  Offertory - $4,220.68 
Electronic Payments (11) - $1,590.00 

Loose - $286.00; Children (13) - $13.30 
Additional Christmas Donations - $875.00 

Additional Children & Family Services - $247.00  

Total Collection - $7,231.98 
Offertory Collection for January 7th, 2024 

No. of Envelopes Mailed Out: 586         
No. of Envelopes Received:  146             

 Collection:  Offertory - $5,238.79 
Electronic Payments (16) - $1,025.00 
Loose - $250.00; Children (3) - $3.00 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (78) - $1,862.00 
Additional Christmas Donations - $125.00 

Total Collection - $8,503.79 
THANK YOU! 

 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father — Your loving providence accompanies us on our life's journey.  Thank you for the many gifts you have given 
us.  We ask that you continue to call sons and daughters from our  families and parishes to serve as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women in the Diocese of  Greensburg.  Send your Spirit upon us so that many will respond with great love to your call to 
service and leadership in your Church. Give to those you have chosen the faith of the apostle, the vision of the prophet, and the    
courage of the martyr. Through the intercession of our Diocesan patroness, Our Lady of the Assumption, help us to be faithful   
disciples of your Son by following the example of Mary.  Make us generous in sharing ourselves and our talents for the sake of your 
Kingdom on earth.  We ask this through Christ the Risen Lord.   
               Imprimatur 
               The Most Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, PhD 
               Bishop of Greensburg 

 Ways to Support Our Parish 

Please remember that in addiƟon to placing your envelope in the collecƟon basket,  you can also mail it or drop                      
it off at the AdministraƟve Office or place it in the secured mailbox outside of our  AdministraƟve Center. 

Your consistent stewardship is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you! 
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Freeport Monumental Work
P. POFI & SONS

Granite & Bronze Markers
E-MAIL: memorial@consoliated.net

WEB: www.freeportmonumentalworks.net

344 Second Street Freeport, 
PA 16229

Anthony Ranieri - 724.295.2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the Pittsburgh 
Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR • CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING 

SHALE, STONE & TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com

724.353.2635

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families

since 1968

DONGHIA LUMBER COMPANY
BUILDING MATERIALS FOR HOMEOWNERS, 
CONTRACTORS & BUSINESSES

Call us at 724-567-5673       Vandergrift, PA

WWW.DONGHIALUMBER.COM

DOORS
SIDING

LUMBER
DECKING

WINDOWSBRIDGET ANN 
FOGARTY

REALTOR     
“helping buyers and sellers”

c 724-448-9645 
o 724-295-4700

 CENTURY21 
AMERICAN HERITAGE REALTY

bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com    

FREEPORT BEVERAGE
Your Local Pop/Beer Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second St., Freeport, PA 16229

Route 56, Vandergrift

724-567-5683

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
PA 108235 H.P 3219

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.binzph.com

603 High Street
Freeport

(724) 295-2950TOLL
FREE1-877-551-6760

ALAINE G. GENERELLI
ESQUIRE

159 Lincoln Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
AGG@GLLAWYERS.COM
WWW.GLLAWYERS.COM

724-568-3694                Fax: 724-568-2500

Real Estate
Business
Energy

Estate Planning
www.atenciohall.com

Real Estate Title Services
Residen  al
Commercial
Construc  on

Refi nance

www.hope-reid.com

Sco   K. McKernan| smckernan@atenciohall.com |412.275.5969

OMNI ELECTRIC INC.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Serving the Area for over 33 Years!

High Quality Work - Resonable Rates

724-352-1144
FULLY INSURED

PA Registered 017824

OPEN 11AM TO 2AM MON-SAT

323 2nd St. | 724-295-0130

Care through every season

www.ConcordiaLM.org
724.352.1571

www.fyzical.com/monroeville-pa
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