
    

  

    
 

    



 

 

 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Clergy and Staff 
 

.        Pastor: Fr. Kristopher Fuchs  -  frkristopher@victoriadiocese.org 
 

Pastoral Assistant: Dcn. Jim Koenig  -  jkoenig@stmvictoria.org                      . 
 

                  Pastoral Assistant: Dcn. Richard Evans - evansra@stmvictoria.org              

 

Resident Seminarian: Ryan Kapavik  -  ryankapavik@yahoo.com                     . 

 
 

Secretary: Cathy Fojtik  -  sec@stmvictoria.org   . 
 

Accounting: Heather Zamykal  -  hzamykal@stmvictoria.org    . 
 

.  CCD: Diana Starnes  -  ccd@stmvictoria.org 
 

www.stmvictoria.org 
 

Physical Address: 402 South Main Street  Victoria, TX 77901-8123            Phone: 361-573-4328 
 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2448  Victoria, TX 77902-2448                                  Fax: 361-573-4308 

New to St. Mary’s  
 

Welcome! Please call or come 
by the parish office to let us 
know you are here. You can 
register online at 
www.stmvictoria.org 

 

 

The Sacrament of 

Baptism 
 

For Children not yet in school: 
Contact the parish office to  
inquire about baptizing your 
child. Parents and godparents 
will meet with Fr. Kristopher 
to prepare for the celebration. 
Godparents from another  
parish can participate in a 
baptism class at their own 
parish. Baptisms are        
scheduled at a mutually  
agreeable time.  

 

For those in school (age 5-18): 
Contact Diana Starnes to      
enroll in our CCD program. 

 

For Adults: 
Contact Fr. Kristopher to     
enquire about RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation for 
Adults). 
 
 

Holy Communion to 

the Homebound 
 

Please contact the parish      
office to make arrangements. 
We are happy to resume 
bringing Holy Communion to 
the Homebound after the 
COVID disruptions.  

Mass Schedule 
 

 Saturday   4:00 pm 
 Sunday      8:00 am 
   10:30 am 
 

Monday - Friday     12:05 pm 
 

Confessions 
 

After all Masses:  
Monday - Saturday 
and upon request 

The Sacrament of 

Matrimony 
 

Congratulations on your       
engagement! We are happy to 
assist you in preparing for  
Holy Matrimony. Please 
schedule an appointment to 
meet with Fr. Kristopher at 
least 6 months before the de-
sired wedding date to begin 
preparing.  

 

The Sacrament of 

Confirmation 
 

For high schoolers: 
Preparation is completed 
through our CCD program, 
Catholic School or through 
the home. CCD meets on 
Wednesdays from 6:00—7:15 
pm in the Activity Center.  

 

For adults: 
Contact Fr. Kristopher 
 

The Anointing  

of the Sick 
 

Please call the parish office 
and ask for a priest. If it is an 
emergency at a hospital and a 
priest from St. Mary’s is      un-
available, ask the nurse to call 
the Catholic chaplain. 

 

Bulletin News  
 

Please have any information 
for the parish bulletin in by 
noon on Monday. Contact 
Cathy at sec@stmvictoria.org 
or call 361-573-4328. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week at St. Mary’s 

Saturday, March 20                     Saturday of the 4th Week of Lent             
7:00 am  Exodus 90 Meeting in the Annex 
4:00 pm Vigil Mass Mass Intention: David & Leticia Johnson †                          
5:00 pm Confessions                                Intention Maddisine Ruiz   
6:00 pm DeLeon Baptism                                            
 

Sunday, March 21                                                   Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am Sunday Mass          Mass Intention: Mary Ann Immenhauser †                            
9:30 am  Holy Face Devotions - Chapel          Intention of Henry R. Schaar                   
10:30 am Sunday Mass  Mass Intention: People of the Parish 
4:00 pm  Solemn Vespers at the Cathedral 
7:00 pm  Basketball Night at the Annex Pavilion 
 

Monday, March 22                          Monday of the 5th Week of Lent       
12:05 pm Daily Mass             Mass Intention:  Chad Slavik †                                                                                                                  
12:35 pm Confessions 
12:35 pm Communal Rosary 

6:30 pm Lenten Confessions at St. Mary’s 
 

Tuesday, March 23                         Tuesday of the 5th Week of Lent 
7:00 am - 7:00 pm  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 
12:05 pm Daily Mass  Mass Intention:  Addison Culak       
12:35 pm Confessions 
12:35 pm Communal Rosary 
3:00 - 4:30 pm  Divine Mercy Cenacle in the Chapel 

7:00 pm  A Basic Course in the Catholic Faith (RCIA) in the Activity Center 
6:30 pm Lenten Confessions at Our Lady of Lourdes 

 

Wednesday, March 24            Wednesday of the 5th Week of Lent                                   
12:05 pm Daily Mass  Mass Intention:  Donald Vrana †  
12:35 pm Confessions 
12:35 pm Communal Rosary 
3:30 pm  Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
6:00 pm  CCD  Classes—1st Communion and Confirmation Students Only 

6:30 pm Lenten Confessions at Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

Thursday, March 25  Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm  Quilt and Craft Corner in the Annex  
12:05  pm Daily Mass Mass Intention: Mary Hyak †       
12:35 pm Confessions 
12:35 pm Communal Rosary 

6:30 pm Lenten Confessions at Holy Family 
 

Friday, March 26                        Friday of the 5th Week of Lent                                                     
7:00 am - 7:00 pm  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 
12:05 pm Daily Mass       Mass Intention: George Phillips †       
12:35 pm Confessions 
12:35 pm Communal Rosary 
2:35 pm Nazareth Academy Stations of the Cross 
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday, March 27                      Saturday of the 5th Week of Lent             
7:00 am  Exodus 90 Meeting in the Annex 
4:00 pm Vigil Mass Mass Intention: Betty Horn †                          
5:00 pm Confessions                  Ernest, Irma & Jimmy Innocenti †    
 

Sunday, March 28                     Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
8:00 am Sunday Mass          Mass Intention: Regina Bianchi †                            
9:30 am  Holy Face Devotions - Chapel             Loretta Martin †                      
10:30 am Sunday Mass  Mass Intention: People of the Parish 
4:00 pm  Solemn Vespers at the Cathedral 
7:00 pm  Basketball Night at the Annex Pavilion 

 

 † symbol indicates the deceased 

Offertory Gifts 

 

March 9-15 
 

Sunday Collection……...$7,247.00 
On-line giving.....……….$   740.00 
Total………................... $7,987.00 

 
Amount needed weekly 
  to meet budget:               $8,085.00 

 

Mass Attendance 

 

4th Sunday of Lent 
 

Sat., March 6th at 4:00 pm…….122 
Sun., March 7th at 8:00 am..……74 
Sun., March 7th at 10:30 am…..173 
Total………..…..........................369 

 
THANK YOU FOR 

SUPPORTING THE MISSION 
OF THE CHURCH 

 

The Sanctuary Candle 

in the chapel burns this week 
in memory of   

Sam, Mary & Robert Hyak  
by  

James and Denise Bednorz 
 

The Adoration Candles 

in the chapel burns this week  
in memory  of 

 

 Chad Slavik 
by 

Allen, Karol, Tabitha  
and Chris Slavik  

 

The Candle  

in Commemoration of 

the Deceased 

in the chapel burns this week 
in memory of 

Hebert & Lucille Ormond  
by  

Harvey & Pat Babb  

Other Contributions 

February 2020 Report 

 

    Building Fund:     $2,293.00 
    Church Restoration:    $     20.00 
    Pipe Organ Fund:     $     45.00 
    St. Vincent de Paul:     $2,867.00 
    St. Mary’s Shares:     $   634.00 
    2nd Collections:     $2,706.38 
    DSA:          $   825.00 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

 

 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Donations for Easter Flowers 

Forms and Envelopes are in the Church 

 

St. Mary's Altar Society is now accepting donations for decorating our church for Easter in thanksgiving for our 
Lord's Sacrifice and Resurrection.  Forms and envelopes are located behind the back pews of the church. Any 
amount in honor or memory of your loved one(s) is appreciated. Acknowledgment of your memorial donation 
will appear in our Easter weekend church bulletin.  

Your support in giving honor to our Lord is greatly appreciated. 

Live-Streamed Solemn Vespers 

Sundays During Lent at 5:00 pm 

 

Amor Meus Spirituality Center at Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water Street, Victoria, Texas is inviting you 
to join us online for Solemn Vespers by “liking” us on our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
iwbs.victoria  March  21 & 28, 2021. Solemn Vespers will be followed by Benediction from 5:00 pm – 5:45 pm.  

Holy Face Devotions 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the Adoration Chapel 

 

Come join us on Sundays in making reparation to the Holy Face of Jesus. Note the new starting time of 
9:30 am. There will be a time of recited prayers and silent adoration, in reparation for atheism, blasphemy and 
sins against the sanctity of  Sunday. For an overview of the devotion to the Holy Face, visit 
www.holyfacedevotion.com  

For more information, contact Faith Barton at 361-212-0189 or faith.barton@protonmail.com.  

Solemn Vespers at the Cathedral 

Sundays During Lent at 4:00 pm 
 

Solemn Vespers (Evening Prayer) is celebrated on Sundays during Lent at 4:00 pm at the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Victory within Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. This ancient form of prayer of the Church is a beautiful 
way to conclude the Lord’s Day.  

Knights of Columbus BBQ Chicken Fundraiser 

Sunday, March 21 at 10:00 am  

 

Knights of Columbus Council #1329 will be selling BBQ chicken plates to go on Sunday, March 21st from 10:00 
am to sold out at the Columbus Hall, 3610 N Ben Wilson (Airline & Ben Wilson). Plates will be $10 each and will 
consist of BBQ ½ Chicken, Spanish Rice and Beans. Proceeds go towards various charities supported by the 
Knights of Columbus. For more information or to reserve plates, call the hall Sunday morning at 575-9214. 
NOTE: There will also be a bake sale in conjunction with the BBQ with many delectable items!  

Lenten Confessions this Week 

This Week at 6:30 pm at Various Parishes 

 

Multiple priests will be available at 6:30 pm at the following parishes this week to hear confessions. Take the  
opportunity to make a good confession before Holy Week. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that the 
second precept of the church is “You shall confess your sins at least once a year.” “This ensures preparation of the 
Eucharist by the reception of the sacrament of reconciliation which continues Baptism’s work of conversion and 
forgiveness.” (CCC 2042) 
 

Monday, March 22 at 6:30 pm at St. Mary’s 
 

Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

Wednesday, March 24 at 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

Thursday, March 25 at 6:30 pm at Holy Family 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Emmaus Center provides individual, marital and family counseling services from a 
Catholic perspective. The counseling staff are Licensed Professional Counselors and 
Registered Interns who devote themselves to assisting those in need regardless of their 
religious affiliation, gender, race, or age. To schedule any appointments or for             
information call (361) 212-0830 or visit    https://www.emmauscounselingcenter.com 

A Basic Course in the Catholic Faith 

This Tuesday, March 23th at 7:00 pm 

 

Fr. Kristopher Fuchs is leading a basic course in the Catholic Faith this year at St. Mary’s in the Parish Hall. This 
course is for adults who would like to become Catholic or complete their Sacraments of Initiation (First Holy 
Communion, Confirmation) as well as for Catholics who would just like to study the basics of the Catholic Faith.  
 

This Tuesday’s Class is on Prayer and will be taught by our Seminarian, Ryan Kapvik. Come and check it out! 

Stations of the Cross and Benediction 

6:00 pm Every Friday During Lent 

 

At 6:00 pm on Fridays during Lent, we will continue the tradition of praying the Stations of the Cross in the 
church. After Stations of the Cross, we will have a brief time of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with Solemn 
Benediction to conclude our prayer. We will not have the typical Lenten meal afterwards this year. 

Lenten Retreat 

Saturday, March 27 from 9:00 am - 11:30 am 

 

Amor Meus Spirituality Center at Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water Street, Victoria, TX is offering a si-
lent Lenten Retreat, The Pandemic and the Passion, at Incarnate Word Convent Auditorium Saturday, March 27, 
2021, 9:00 am – 11:30 am. It will be facilitated by Fr. Albert Yankey. The retreat is limited to 20 persons. Masks 
and social distancing will be required. Please call (361)575-7111 to register. There is no fee; however, a free-will 
offering will be accepted.  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 

Tuesdays and Fridays from 7:00 am - 7:00 pm 
 

St. Mary’s has exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel on Tuesdays and Fridays from 7:00 am - 7:00 
pm. The chapel is also available for private prayer with the Reserved Sacrament on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 7:00 am - 7:00 pm. Contact the parish office to obtain the code to enter. If you are interested in 
signing up for a regular hour of adoration, contact Cindy Brewer at 361-571-6510. 

Basketball Nights with Seminarian Ryan 

Sundays at 7:00 pm 
 

Come and spend Sunday nights playing basketball with Seminarian Ryan Kapavik at St. Mary’s Annex building. 
Any adult age 18 and up are invited to play pick-up basketball games. All those who are under 18 must be         
accompanied by a parent. We hope to see you there! 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
 

 
Palm Sunday  

Vigil Mass at 4:00 pm  
Sunday Mass at 8:00 am 
Sunday Mass at 10:30 am 

Holy Thursday 
Parish Meal at 6:00 pm 

Mass at 7:30 pm 
Adoration until Midnight  

Good Friday 
Service at 12:00 noon 

 
 

Easter Vigil 
Mass at 8:00 pm 

 
Easter Sunday 
Mass at 8:00 am 
Mass at 10:30 am 
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 Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Passiontide and the Veiling of Statues 

 
Tradition of the Hunger Cloth 
Covering crosses, statues and images or with cloths begins on the Saturday before the 5th Sunday of Lent. It is an 
older custom of the Church that remains an option even to this day. No one is sure of the exact era when it       
began, but the origins seem to come from an medieval tradition of the “hunger cloth” which was a huge cloth 
hung in front of the altar to keep the congregation from viewing the altar. At one point, Lent was a time that    
public sinners were “banished” from the church and had to do a public display of penance. Over time the          
understanding that everyone is a sinner prevailed and sinners were no longer restricted from the liturgy in 
church, but the hunger cloth gave all attending a “fast of the eyes.” The cloths over time changed to smaller sizes 
and with more decorations. 
The actual covering of images came later, perhaps continuing that theme of “fasting of the eyes.” According to 
Adolf Adam’s The Liturgical Year, 
 At the end of the thirteenth century Bishop William Durandus of Mende (Southern France) explains this 
 custom by the fact that Christ veiled his divinity during his passion. Durandus saw this explanation as 
 implied in this Sunday’s gospel (from pre-Vatican II), the concluding sentence of which read: “But Jesus 
 hid himself and left the temple” (John 8:59). Prior to Vatican II the editors of the Schott Missal saw the 
 veiling of crosses and so on as intended “to remind us of the Redeemer’s humiliation and thus to imprint 
 the image of the crucified Christ more deeply on our hearts.” 
In other cultures, the covering of images is seen more like shrouding, as in a death shroud. We are focusing on 
the death of our sinful selves and putting on a new life. We are putting on Christ at Easter, and the coverings help 
us remember that focus. 
 
What Is Passiontide? 
In the 1962 calendar (and before), Lent had a division, so that the last two weeks was considered “Passiontide”—
time more focused on the passion and death of Christ. The Fifth Sunday of Lent was called “Passion Sunday.” 
This was when the images were covered. Even in the revised liturgy, these last two weeks, especially Holy Week 
do continue to dwell more closely on the sufferings of Christ, but the name of Passiontide was removed. Again, 
from Adolf Adam: 

On the other hand, we may not overlook the fact that the entire season of Lent speaks of the Lord’s      
passage through suffering and death to resurrection. The decision to eliminate the name “Passiontide” is 
explained in the commentary on the General Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar as based on 
the desire “to preserve the internal unity of Lent. The Sunday now known as the First Sunday of the    
Passion will henceforth be the Fifth Sunday of Lent, as in the Ambrosian Rite” (The Liturgical Year, 105-
106). 

The older calendar’s Passion Sunday is now combined with Palm Sunday in the current calendar, so the official 
title is “Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord.” 
Whether one attends the Ordinary or Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, the covering of sacred images can 
be practiced in both. The rubrics in The Third Edition of the Roman Missal states, 

In the Dioceses of the United States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church 
from this Sunday may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil (Fifth Sunday 
of Lent, p. 256). 

According to Monsignor Peter J. Elliott: 
The custom of veiling crosses and images in these last two weeks of Lent has much to commend it in 
terms of religious psychology, because it helps us to concentrate on the great essentials of Christ’s work 
of Redemption. The episcopal conference decides whether this should be obligatory within its territory, 
but any pastor may choose to restore or maintain this wise practice in his own parish (Ceremonies of the 
Liturgical Year). 

And even though the term “Passion Sunday” is no longer used, another remaining vestige of Passiontide is that 
the First Preface of the Passion is used during the Fifth Week of Lent, and not the Lenten prefaces. 
 
The Triduum is so near. Last Sunday we celebrated with great joy that we had reached the halfway mark, and this 
Sunday we have a visual that reminds us that we are only two weeks away from Easter. The covering of sacred 
images is a beautiful custom that can perhaps lead us to greater contemplation as we walk with Jesus through 
His Passion, Death, and Resurrection. Our eyes are not drawn away to other objects and we can turn our focus to 
the altar and inward to contemplate Christ. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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•	Vehicle	State	Inspections
•	Fleet	Vehicle	Maintenance	
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