
    

  

    
 

   
 
 

The Annunciation Window at St. Mary’s Church 
 

“The angel went on to say to her: ‘Do not fear, Mary. 
You have found favor with God. You shall conceive 
and bear a son and give him the name of Jesus.’” 

 
This window was placed in 1907 and  

dedicated March 15, 1908. 

   
 

Pastor: Fr. Kristopher Fuchs   
frkristopher@victoriadiocese.org 

 
 

Pastoral Assistant: Dcn. Jim Koenig 
jkoenig@stmvictoria.org 

 
 

Pastoral Assistant: Dcn. Richard Evans 
evansra@stmvictoria.org 

 
 

Pastoral Assistant: Dcn. Tran Dinh 
tndinh86@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

Secretary: Cathy Fojtik 
sec@stmvictoria.org 

 
 

Accounting: Heather Zamykal  
hzamykal@stmvictoria.org 

 
 

CCD (Religious Education): Diana Starnes  
ccd@stmvictoria.org 

 
 

www.stmvictoria.org 
 

Physical Address:  
402 South Main Street   

Victoria, TX 77901-8123 
 

Phone: 361-573-4328 
 
 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 2448  

Victoria, TX 77902-2448 
 

Fax: 361-573-4308 



 

 

 

   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Introductory Rites 

The Mass begins with the Processional Hymn.  
The celebrant and other ministers enter in procession and reverence the altar with a kiss.  

The altar is a symbol of Christ at the heart of the assembly and so deserves this special reverence. 
Stand 

Processional Hymn Savior of the Nations, Come                         Hymn 237 
 

Entrance Antiphon  (10:30 am only)               Pew Missal, page 62 

℣. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   ℟. Amen.  

℣. The Lord be with you.   ℟. And with your spirit.  
 

Penitential Act                                                                Pew Missal, page 4 

The Penitential Act follows the greeting. At the very beginning of the Mass, 
the faithful recall their sins and place their trust in God's abiding mercy. 

 

Kyrie  Greek Pew Missal, page 22 

The Act of Penitence includes the Kyrie Eleison, 
a Greek phrase meaning, "Lord, have mercy.” 

 

Collect 
 

The Introductory Rites conclude with the Opening Prayer, also called the Collect.  
The celebrant invites the gathered assembly to pray and, after a brief silence,  

proclaims the prayer of the day. The Opening Prayer gives a context for the celebration. 

 
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your 
Son was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of 
his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Sit 

Liturgy of the Word 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his Word.  
The Scriptures are the word of God, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

In the Scriptures, God speaks to us, leading us along the path to salvation. 
 

Readings                                                        Pew Missal, page 62 

Homily 
Stand 

Nicene Creed                                                                    Pew Missal, page 9 

Prayer of the Faithful  ℣. Let us pray to the Lord.    ℟. Lord hear our prayer. 

The Liturgy of the Word concludes with the Prayer of the Faithful.  
The gathered assembly intercedes with God on behalf of the Church,  

the world, and themselves, entrusting their needs to the faithful and loving God. 
 

Prayer for Vocations                                                    Pew Missal, back page 

Sit 

Announcements 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH  -  VICTORIA, TEXAS          December 19, 2021 

 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with the preparation of the gifts and the altar. 
As the ministers prepare the altar,  

representatives of the people bring forward the bread and wine that will become the Body and 
Blood of Christ. The celebrant blesses and praises God for these gifts and places them on the altar. 

 

Offertory Hymn  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came      Hymn 256                                    
Stand 

Orate Fratres                                                                  Pew Missal, page 11 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify these gifts laid upon your 
altar, just as he filled with his power the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Preface Dialogue                                                           Pew Missal, page 11 
 

After a brief introductory dialogue, the celebrant begins the Preface.  
The Preface tells of the wonderful actions of God, both throughout history and in our lives,  

giving thanks to God for all these things. 
 

Sanctus Latin  Pew Missal, page 26 
 

Kneel 

Eucharistic Prayer                     Pew Missal, page 15 (Vigil) | page 11 (Day) 

We have entered the most important part of the Mass. This sequence of prayers contains the  
consecration which is the heart of the Mass. By the power of the Holy Spirit, through the words 
and actions of these prayers, the priest accomplishes the great work of the Mass: bringing Christ 

Himself down upon our altar, so that we may offer Him to God. Our gifts of bread and wine,  
representing ourselves, are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. Then the priest offers 

Christ, and ourselves in union with Christ, to God. 
 

Mem. Acclamation ICEL Chant- Save us…   Pew Missal, page 39 

Stand 

Communion Rite 

The Communion Rite begins with the Lord's Prayer. Jesus taught this prayer to his disciples when 
they asked how to pray. In this prayer, the people join their voices to pray for the coming of God's 
kingdom. We ask God to provide for our needs, forgive our sins, and bring us to the joy of heaven. 

 

Our Father                Pew Missal, page 17| page 27 (Latin - 10:30 am) 

The Peace                                                                           Pew Missal, page 18 

Agnus Dei  Latin  Pew Missal, page 27 
 

Kneel 

Behold the Lamb of God                                               Pew Missal, page 18 

Guidelines for the Reception of Holy Communion are inside the front cover of the Pew Missal. 
 

Communion Antiphon                                Pew Missal, page 63 

Communion Hymn  Creator of the Stars of Night                        Hymn 118 

Prayer After Communion 
Stand 

Having received this pledge of eternal redemption, we pray, almighty God, that, as the feast day of 
our salvation draws ever nearer, so we may press forward all the more eagerly to the worthy     
celebration of the mystery of your Son's Nativity. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Concluding Rites 
Blessing & Dismissal                                                      Pew Missal, page 19 

Prayer to St. Michael                                                   Pew Missal, page 535 

Marian Antiphon  Alma Redemptoris Mater           Hymn 85 
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   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

The Shape of the Liturgy 
 

Savior of the Nations, Come 
 
Our Processional hymn for this 4th Sunday of Advent, Savior of the       
Nations, Come, speaks to the time in which it was written and to our own 
time as well.  It has its roots in the fourth century. As the story has come 
down to us, St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (340-397) was struggling with 
the Arian heresy which plagued the Church at that time. Arianism was so 
dangerous to the Faith because it denied the divinity of Jesus Christ. When 
the Byzantine Empress Justina, an Arian heretic herself, tried to invade 
one of St. Ambrose’s church. He refused to hand over the house of God to 
those who believed this heresy. No doubt worried over military reprisal 
from the Empress, St. Ambrose gathered the flock into the Basilica of 
Portina in Milan, to sing Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs as they 
turned to God, asking His help in their time of need. When the military  
entourage sent by the Empress arrived, the soldiers are said to have been 
so moved by the singing that they put down their weapons and joined in 
the singing themselves. This best-known hymn of St. Ambrose is based in 
part on John 1 and Luke 2. And so this hymn spoke to the time of St.     
Ambrose. 
 
As to our own time, we too live in a time of heresy, a time which in many ways denies belief in God and 
in many ways is hostile to it. Most importantly, our modern society and culture have abandoned the 
Judeo-Christian principles on which our nation was built, and like a plant whose roots have been sev-
ered, we too are living through the consequences.  The individual has become god, the only sin is incon-
venience, a person’s gender is decided day by day by the person, masculine and feminine pronouns are 
no longer acceptable, a biological man dressed in a woman’s clothing goes into a woman’s restroom, a 
reporter reports on Planned Parenthood selling fetal body parts and is persecuted himself to the extent 
of the law for his report.  But enough of the “challenges” we live in, because like St. Ambrose before us, 
we too have hope. The Hope which came into our world in the Person, Jesus Christ, who is God with us 
and among us, and whose arrival which we will remember and celebrate now in a few days-time. And so 
most appropriately we sing today, Savior of the Nations, Come. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve Mass at 4:00 pm 
 

Christmas Eve Mass at 8:00 pm 
 

Christmas Midnight Mass at Midnight 
 

Christmas Day Mass at 10:00 am  

The Parish Office will be closed 

from Thursday, December 23 - Sunday, January 2 

for the Christmas Holidays 

Join us in decorating the church  

for Christmas 

on Thursday, December 23rd at 2:00 pm 

 

Your help is greatly appreciated!!! 
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Christmas Poinsettias

Forms at Entrance of Church

Due December 21st

St. Mary's Altar Society is accepting donations for Christmas flowers to decorate our beautiful 
church for the birth of Our Lord. Forms and    envelopes for your donations are located on the 
back of the last pew at the entrance to our church. Instructions are contained on the forms, how-
ever, if you have any questions, please contact Georgia West 361-935-6701. Your donation must be 
received by Tuesday, December 21st in order to have your name and intentions published in our 
Christmas     weekend bulletin for December 25th and 26th, 2021. Thank you for your generosity.
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   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Offertory Gifts 
 

Regular Offertory Gifts 
 

 December 6-12 
Sunday Collection……..…....$8,381.14 
On-line giving…....................$1,095.00      
Total….………......................$9,476.14 

  

 Amount needed weekly    
 to meet budget:              $8,085.00 
 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

Immaculate Conception 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

Wed., Dec. 8th at 12:05 pm….…….214 
Wed., Dec. 8th at 6:00 pm ………...143 

Total………..…...........................357 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent  

 

 Sat., Dec. 11th at 4:00 pm.….....…..175 
Sun., Dec. 12th at 8:00 am.…….…….83 
Sun., Dec. 12th at 10:30 am ……….145 

Total………..…...........................403 

The Sanctuary Candle 

in the church burns this week 
in memory of 
Chad Slavik  

by 
Allen, Karol, Tabiath & Chris Slavik     

 
The Adoration Candles 

burn this week in memory of  
Sam, Mary & Robert Hyak 

by 
Kathy Sandidge 

 
The Candle  

in Commemoration of 

the Deceased 

burns in memory of   
The Vrana & Janacek Families 

by 
Paul & Mary Ann Janacek  

 
The Candle  

at Mary’s Altar 

burns this week in honor of  
Teagan Kennedy  

  
The Candle  

at Joseph’s Altar 

burns this week in honor of 
Chris Driver 

 
 

To sponsor the candle intentions, please 
contact Cathy at the parish office. 

 

This Week at St. Mary’s 

Saturday, Dec. 18                Saturday of the Third Week of Advent 
11:00 am Carter Baptisms 
4:00 pm  Vigil Mass             Mass Intention: Steve Hebert † 
5:00 pm  Confession                                      Bobby Holly †      
 
Sunday, Dec. 19                                             Fourth Sunday of Advent  
8:00 am Sunday Mass      Mass Intention: Frances Muir † 
9:30 am  Holy Face Devotions - Chapel      Donna Hauboldt †         
10:30 am Sunday Mass  Mass Intention: People of the Parish 
 

3:00 pm Ecumenical Lessons and Carols  
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory 

 

Mon, Dec. 20                        Monday of the Fourth Week in Advent   
7:00 am - 7:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 
12:05 pm Daily Mass           Mass Intention: Sarita Vrana †                                                                                                                       
12:35 pm Confession and Communal Rosary       
 
Tuesday, Dec. 21                 Tuesday of the Fourth Week in Advent  
7:00 am - 7:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel  
12:05 pm  Daily Mass         Mass Intention: Edward Miller †                                                            
12:35 pm Confession and Communal Rosary     
3:00 - 4:30 pm  Divine Mercy Cenacle in the Chapel 
3:30 pm St. Vincent de Paul food Distribution at the Annex 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 22   Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 
7:00 am - 7:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 
12:05 pm Holy Day Mass        Mass Intention: Willie B. Immenhauser †                                                 
12:35 pm Confessions and Communal Rosary 
 
Thursday, Dec. 23            Thursday of the Fourth Week of Advent 
Parish Office Closed                       
7:00 am - 7:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel  
12:05 pm  Daily Mass       Mass Intention: Chad Slavik †                                   
12:35 pm Confession and Communal Rosary 
2:00 pm Church Christmas Decorating 
 
Friday, Dec. 24                          The Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord        
Parish Office Closed                                                      (Christmas Eve) 
No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass           Intention: Dr. &  Mrs. Geo Tyng †                   
  George & Vivian Tyng †                   
8:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass           Intention: Special Intention  
 
Saturday, Dec. 25                   The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)     
12:00 Christmas Midnight Mass      Intention:  Fr. Kristopher’s Intentions  
10:00 am Christmas Day Mass         Intention: People of the Parish 
 
 

4:00 pm Vigil Mass  Mass Intention:  Buck Hartman †                   
5:00 pm  Confession                 Ann Carver †     
 
Sunday, Dec. 26                                         Feast of the Holy Family of  
     Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
8:00 am Sunday Mass      Mass Intention: Deceased Members of the 
   
9:30 am  Holy Face Devotions - Chapel      Lorene Kubicek †         
10:30 am Sunday Mass  Mass Intention: People of the Parish 

 

† symbol indicates the deceased 
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