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Weekly Scripture
Sunday, April 5 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Mt 21:1-11 Procession; Is 50:4-7 
Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
Phil 2:6-11 
Mt 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54

Monday, April 6
Monday of Holy Week
Is 42:1-7 
Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 
Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday, April 7
Tuesday of Holy Week
Is 49:1-6 
Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday, April 8
Wednesday of Holy Week
Is 50:4-9a 
Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 
Mt 26:14-25

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord April 5, 2020

Life Entrusted to the Father
Gospel Reflection based on Matthew 26:14-27:66

In 1997, Hector Mendez was with his daughter visiting the top of the 
Empire State Building when a gunman began shooting randomly. When 
the shots began, Hector saw that his daughter was about to run to him, 
a normal thing for a nine-year-old to do at a terrifying moment. But 
running to her father would put her in the line of fi e. Hector yelled to her 
to go through a nearby exit door. He fi mly and passionately commanded 
his daughter to do the opposite of what every fiber of her being wanted to 
do, i.e., rush into her father’s protecting arms.

She paused for what must have seemed like an eternity to Hector and, 
ultimately, turned and went through the exit. She and her father lived.

What enabled her to stop in her tracks and go through a door where 
she would fi d panicking strangers instead of the face of her father? She 
so trusted her father’s love that she obeyed his voice at a most difficult 
moment. She trusted her father more than her immediate instinct.

That loving father and his terrifi d daughter help us understand Jesus’ 
obedience to his Father, from the garden to the cross... to the Resurrection.

Psalm 22 which begins My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? leads 
to the exultant affirmation, I will live for the Lord. 

Veras, Fr. R. (2020). “Life Entrusted to the Father” in S. White, O.P. (Ed.), Magnificat® Lenten 
Companion Lent 2020, New York: Magnifi at® Inc.  |  https://us.magnifi at.net

The aschal Triduum
Thursday, April 9 – Sunday, April 12
Holy Thursday, April 9 
Chrism Mass  
Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9 
Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27 
Rv 1:5-8 
Lk 4:16-21

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14
Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18
1 Cor 11:23-26
Jn 13:1-15

Good Friday, April 10
Friday of the Passion of the Lord
Is 52:13—53:12
Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18:1—19:42

Holy Saturday, April 11 
Easter Vigil
Gn 1:1-2:2 or Gn 1:1, 26-31a 
Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 or
     Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20 and 22
Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11
Ex 14:15-15:1; Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18
Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6
Bar 3:9-15, 32–4:4; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 
Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28 
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or
     Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19
Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Mt 28:1-10

Easter Sunday, April 12 
The Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8
Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10

Jesus’ Pasch is not a past 
event; rather, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit 
it is ever present, enabling 

us to see and touch with 
faith the flesh of Christ in 

those who suffer.
Pope Francis, Message for Lent, 2020

Access The New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE) online at http://cms.usccb.org/bible/index.cfm



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord April 5, 2020

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels and Mother of 
the Americas, we fly to you today as 

your beloved children. We ask you to 
intercede for us with your Son, as you 

did at the wedding in Cana.

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for 
our nation and world, and for all our 

families and loved ones, the protection 
of your holy angels, that we may be 

spared the worst of this illness.

For those already affl ted, we ask 
you to obtain the grace of healing and 

deliverance. Hear the cries of those who 
are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away 

their tears and help them to trust.

In this time of trial and testing, teach 
us all in the Church to love one another 
and to be patient and kind. Help us to 

bring the peace of Jesus to our land and 
to our hearts. 

We come to you with confide ce,
knowing that you truly are our 

compassionate mother, health of the 
sick and cause of our joy.

Shelter us under the mantle of your 
protection, keep us in the embrace of 
your arms, help us always to know the 

love of your Son, Jesus.  Amen.

Two Meditations on the Passion of Our Lord
by Mother Teresa
     When we meditate on the passion of our Lord, we should examine our 
conscience to see what sin of ours caused that special pain to Jesus. We can make 
reparation and share that pain by doubling our penance.
     We should keep strict custody of the eyes. We should hold clean throughts in 
our minds. We should keep greater silence of the heart. In that silence we will 
hear his words of comfort and, in turn, be able to comfort Jesus in the distressing 
disguise of the poor.

     Jesus said that penance is necessary if we want to conquer the world, the fle h, 
and the devil. Sacrific , if it is to be real, must cost us, must hurt, must empty us 
of self. Let us think about the passion of Christ, his sufferings. The point of such 
meditation is not just to have our feelings roused. Rather, our meditation should 
lead us to change as we cooperate with God’s grace in real sacrifices f self.

Mother Teresa (2013). April 2, April 3. In A. Scolozzi M.C.III.O. (Ed). Thirsting for God: Daily 
Meditations, Franciscan Media.

My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?
Responsorial Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24

R. (2a)  My God, my God, why have 
you abandoned me?
All who see me scoff t me;
they mock me with parted lips, 
they wag their heads:
“He relied on the LORD; 
let him deliver him,
let him rescue him, if he loves him.”
R. My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?
Indeed, many dogs surround me,
a pack of evildoers closes in upon me;
They have pierced my hands 
and my feet;
I can count all my bones.
R. My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?

They divide my garments among them,
and for my vesture they cast lots.
But you, O LORD, be not far from me;
O my help, hasten to aid me.
R. My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?
I will proclaim your name  
to my brethren;
in the midst of the assembly  
I will praise you:
“You who fear the LORD, praise him;
all you descendants of Jacob,  
give glory to him;
revere him, all you  
descendants of Israel!”
R. My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“My Lord Jesus Christ, you have made this journey to die for me with love unutterable, and 

I have so many times unworthily abandoned you; but now I love you with my whole heart, 
and because I love you, I repent sincerely for ever having offended you. Pardon me, my 
God, and permit me to accompany you on this journey. You go to die for love of me; I wish 

also, my beloved Redeemer, to die for love of you. My Jesus, I will live and die always 
united to you.” ~OPENING PRAYER, “THE WAY OF THE CROSS” BY SAINT ALPHONSUS LIGUORI 
 

Monday, April 6 ~ Monday of Holy Week 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:1-11 Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom 

Jesus had raised from the dead. They gave a dinner for him there, and Martha served, while Lazarus was 

one of those reclining at table with him. Mary took a liter of costly perfumed oil made from genuine 

aromatic nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried them with her hair; the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the oil. Then Judas the Iscariot, one of his disciples, and the one who would betray him, said, 

“Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days’ wages and given to the poor?” He said this not because 

he cared about the poor but because he was a thief and held the money bag and used to steal the 

contributions. So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Let her keep this for the day of my burial. You always have 

the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” The large crowd of the Jews found out that he was 

there and came, not only because of him, but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 

And the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus too, because many of the Jews were turning away and 

believing in Jesus because of him. 
 

Meditation: Why was Judas critical of Mary’s lovely deed? Judas viewed her act as extravagant 

wastefulness because of greed. A person views things according to what it inside the heart and soul. Judas 

was an embittered man and had a warped sense of what was precious and valuable, especially to God. 

Jesus had put Judas in charge of their common purse, no doubt because he was gifted in financial 

matters. The greatest temptation we can face will often come in the area of our greatest strength or 

gifting. Judas used money entrusted to him for wrong and hurtful purposes. He allowed greed and 

personal gain to corrupt his heart and to warp his view of things. He was critical towards Mary because he 

imputed unworthy motives. Do you examine your heart correctly when you impute wrong or unworthy 

motives towards others?  
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our weakness we fail, we may be revived through 

the Passion of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Do you know the love that knows no bounds? As Jesus dines with his beloved friends, 

Mary does something which only love can do. She took the most precious thing she had and spent it all on 

Jesus. Her love was not calculated but extravagant. Mary's action was motivated by one thing, and one 

thing only, namely, her love for Jesus and her gratitude for God’s mercy. She did something, however, 

that a Jewish woman would never do in public. She loosed her hair and anointed Jesus with her tears. It 

was customary for a woman on her wedding day to bind her hair. For a married woman to loosen her hair 

in public was a sign of grave immodesty. Mary was oblivious to all around her, except for Jesus. She took 

no thought for what others would think, but what would please her Lord. In humility she stooped to anoint 

Jesus' feet and to dry them with her hair. Do you anoint the Lord’s feet to show him love and gratitude? 
 

Tuesday, April 7 ~ Tuesday of Holy Week 
 

Holy Gospel: John 13:21-33, 36-38 Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and 

testified, “Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, at a 

loss as to whom he meant. One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side. 

So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. He leaned back against Jesus’ chest and said 

to him, “Master, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped 



it.” So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot. After Judas 

took the morsel, Satan entered him. So Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” Now 

none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him. Some thought that since Judas kept the 

money bag, Jesus had told him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or to give something to the poor. So 

Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night. When he had left, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of 

Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 

he will glorify him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. You will look for me, 

and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so now I say it to you.” Simon Peter said to him, 

“Master, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, 

though you will follow later.” Peter said to him, “Master, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my 

life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will 

not crow before you deny me three times.” 
 

Meditation: Jesus' disciples were put to the test as Jesus prepared to make the final and ultimate 

sacrifice of his own life for their sake and for the entire world. What was different between Peter and 

Judas? Judas deliberately betrayed his Master while Peter, in a moment of weakness, denied him with an 

oath and a curse. Judas' act was cold and calculated. Peter, however, never meant to do what he did. He 

acted impulsively, out of weakness and cowardice. Jesus knew both the strength of Peter's loyalty and the 

weakness of his resolution. He had a habit of speaking with his heart without thinking through the 

implications of what he was saying. The treachery of Judas, however, is seen at its worst when Jesus 

makes his appeal by showing special affection to him at his last supper. 
 

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the mysteries of the Lord's Passion that we 

may merit to receive your pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Satan entered into Judas when he rejected Jesus and left to pursue his evil course. 

Satan can twist love and turn it into hate. He can turn holiness into pride, discipline into cruelty, and 

affection into complacency. We must always be on our guard against Satan, whose mission among the 

faithful is to turn us from the love of God and the path which God has chosen for us. The Holy Spirit will 

give us grace and strength each and every time that we are tested. If we submit to Jesus we will walk in 

the light of his truth and love. If we turn our backs on him we will stumble and fall in the ways of sin and 

darkness. Are you ready to follow Jesus in his way of the cross? 
 

Wednesday, April 8 ~ Wednesday of Holy Week ~ “Spy Wednesday” 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 26:14-25 One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 

priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” They paid him thirty pieces 

of silver, and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to prepare 

for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The teacher says, 

(My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples.”‘“ The 

disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover.  When it was evening, he reclined at 

table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray 

me.” Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?” He 

said in reply, “He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of 

Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It 

would be better for that man if he had never been born.” Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, “Surely it 

is not I, Rabbi?” He answered, “You have said so.” 
 

Meditation: Origen, a 3rd century bible scholar and Father of the Church, comments on Judas' betrayal:  

“Let us consider what Judas said to the Jewish priests: What will you give me if I hand him over to you? 

He was willing to take money in exchange for handing over the Word of God. They do the same thing who 

accept sensual or worldly goods in exchange for handing over and casting out from their souls the Savior 

and Word of truth who came to dwell with them. Indeed, it would be fitting to apply Judas’s example to all 

who show contempt for the Word of God and betray him, as it were, by committing sin for the sake of 

money or for any selfish motive. People who behave in this way appear openly to be calling out to the 

powers of the enemy who offer worldly gain in return for the sin of betraying God’s Word, saying, What 

will you give me if I hand him over to you? And they gave him thirty pieces of silver. The number of coins 

they gave Judas was equivalent to the number of years the Savior had sojourned in this world. For at the 

age of thirty, he was baptized and began to preach the gospel, like Joseph was thirty years old when he 

began to gather grain for his brothers (Genesis 41:46). Just as at that time the grain was prepared by 



God for the sons of Israel but given also to the Egyptians, so also the gospel was prepared for the saints 

but preached also to the unfaithful and wicked.” [Commentary on Matthew 78.] 
 

Prayer: O God, who willed your Son to submit for our sake to the yoke of the Cross, so that you might 

drive from us the power of the enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain the grace of the resurrection. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Jesus knew beforehand what would befall him. As Jesus ate the Passover meal with his 

twelve apostles he put them under trial and suspicion (one of you will betray me) to teach them to 

examine themselves rightly, to avoid thinking of themselves as being more strong than they were. We 

also must examine ourselves in the light of God's truth and grace and ask him to strengthen us in faith, 

hope, and love that we may not fail him or forsake him when we are tempted. When you pray the “Lord’s 

Prayer”) the “Our Father”) do the words simply roll off your tongue without much thought? Or do you pray 

mindfully and with confidence in the words Jesus gave us to pray: Do not lead us into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil (Matthew 6:13)?  
 

April 9 ~ Holy Week ~ Holy Thursday ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Holy Gospel: John 13:1-15 Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass 

from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end. The devil had 

already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over. So, during supper, fully aware that 

the Father had put everything into his power and that he had come from God and was returning to God, 

he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it around his waist. Then 

he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel around his 

waist. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Master, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus 

answered and said to him, “What I am doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.” 

Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “Unless I wash you, you will have 

no inheritance with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head 

as well.” Jesus said to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, for he is 

clean all over; so you are clean, but not all.” For he knew who would betray him; for this reason, he said, 

“Not all of you are clean.” So when he had washed their feet and put his garments back on and reclined at 

table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ 

and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought 

to wash one another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should 

also do.” 
 

Meditation: Saint Augustine, in his homily for this day, wrote: “He had the power of laying down his life; 

we by contrast cannot choose the length of our lives, and we die even if it is against our will. He, by dying, 

destroyed death in himself; we are freed from death only in his death. His body did not see corruption; 

our body will see corruption and only then be clothed through him in incorruption at the end of the world. 

He needed no help from us in saving us; without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine 

to the branches; apart from him we cannot have life. Finally, even if brothers die for brothers, yet no 

martyr by shedding his blood brings forgiveness for the sins of his brothers, as Christ brought forgiveness 

to us. In this he gave us, not an example to imitate but a reason for rejoicing. Inasmuch, then, as they 

shed their blood for their brothers, the martyrs provided “the same kind of meal” as they had received at 

the Lord’s table.   Let us then love one another as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us.” 
 

Prayer: O God, who have called us to participate in this most sacred Supper, in which your Only Begotten 

Son, when about to hand himself over to death, entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity, 

the banquet of his love, grant, we pray, that we may draw from so great a mystery, the fullness of charity 

and of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Does your love waver when you encounter bitter disappointments and injury from 

others? As Jesus' hour of humiliation draws near he reveals to his disciples the supreme humility which 

shaped the love he had for them. He stoops to perform a menial task reserved for servants – the washing 

of smelly, dirty feet. In stooping to serve his disciples Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of them 

and that the rest would abandon him through disloyalty. Such knowledge could have easily led to 

bitterness or hatred. Jesus met the injury of betrayal and disloyalty with the greatest humility and 

supreme love. Jesus loved his disciples to the very end, even when they failed him and forsook him. The 



Lord loves each of us unconditionally. His love has power to set us free to serve others with Christ-like 

compassion and humility. Does the love of Christ rule in your heart, thoughts, intentions and actions? 
 

April 10 ~ Holy Week ~ Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 
 

Holy Gospel: John 18:1–19:42 Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to where there 

was a garden, into which he and his disciples entered. Judas his betrayer also knew the place, because 

Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing everything 

that was going to happen to him, went out and said to them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered 

him, “Jesus the Nazorean.” He said to them, “I AM.” Judas his betrayer was also with them. When he said 

to them, “I AM," they turned away and fell to the ground. So he again asked them, “Whom are you 

looking for?” They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So if you are looking 

for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill what he had said, “I have not lost any of those you gave me.” 

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The 

slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup 

that the Father gave me?” 
 

So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound him, and brought him to 

Annas first. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had 

counseled the Jews that it was better that one man should die rather than the people. 
 

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Now the other disciple was known to the high priest, and 

he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But Peter stood at the gate outside. So the other 

disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in. 

Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” 

He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had 

made, because it was cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also standing there keeping warm. 
 

The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine. Jesus answered him, “I have 

spoken publicly to the world. I have always taught in a synagogue  or in the temple area where all the 

Jews gather, and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who heard me what I said to 

them. They know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck 

Jesus and said, “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken 

wrongly, testify to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him 

bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm. And they said to him, “You are not one of his 

disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the 

one whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it. 

And immediately the cock crowed.  
 

Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was morning. And they themselves did not 

enter the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to 

them and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?” They answered and said to him, “If he were 

not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” At this, Pilate said to them, “Take him 

yourselves, and judge him according to your law.” The Jews answered him, “We do not have the right to 

execute anyone,” in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind of death 

he would die. So Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 

King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others told you about me?” 

Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me. 

What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did 

belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. 

But as it is, my kingdom is not here.” So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You 

say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 

who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 

When he had said this, he again went out to the Jews and said to them, “I find no guilt in him. But you 

have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release to you the King 

of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this one but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a revolutionary. 
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it 

on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and they came to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 



And they struck him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him 

out to you, so that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 

thorns and the purple cloak. And he said to them, “Behold, the man!” When the chief priests and the 

guards saw him they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” 
 

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in him.” The Jews answered,  

“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.” 

Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even more afraid, and went back into the praetorium 

and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus did not answer him. So Pilate said to him, “Do you not 

speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you and I have power to crucify you?” Jesus 

answered him, “You would have no power over me if it had not been given to you from above. For this 

reason the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” Consequently, Pilate tried to release 

him; but the Jews cried out, “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes 

himself a king opposes Caesar.” 
 

When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench in the place 

called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon. 

And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your king!” They cried out, “Take him away, take him away! Crucify 

him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 

Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 

So they took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull,  

in Hebrew, Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus in 

the middle. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean, the 

King of the Jews.” Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the 

Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’.” 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four shares, a share for 

each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top down. 

So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be," in order that the 

passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says: They divided my garments among them, and for my 

vesture they cast lots. This is what the soldiers did. Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 

his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple there whom he loved he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the 

disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 
 

After this, aware that everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus 

said, “I thirst.” There was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a 

sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And 

bowing his head, he handed over the spirit. 
 

At this point in the Passion you should pause for a short time in prayerful meditation. 
 

Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the Sabbath, 

for the Sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken and 

that they be taken down. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one 

who was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 

not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed 

out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that 

you also may come to believe. For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled: Not a 

bone of it will be broken. And again another passage says: They will look upon him whom they have 

pierced. 
 

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate if he could 

remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate permitted it. So he came and took his body. Nicodemus, the one 

who had first come to him at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one 

hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices, 

according to the Jewish burial custom. Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden, 

and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried. So they laid Jesus there because of 

the Jewish preparation day; for the tomb was close by. 
 



Meditation: The cross brings us face to face with Jesus' suffering. He was alone – all his disciples had 

deserted him except for his mother and three women along with John, the beloved disciple. And his death 

was agonizing and humiliating. Normally a crucified man could last for several days on a cross. Jesus' had 

already been scourged, beaten with rods, and a crown of thorns pressed into his skull. It is no wonder that 

he died mid-afternoon. Pilate publicly heralded Jesus "The King of the Jews" as he died upon the cross, no 

doubt to irritate and annoy the chief priests and Pharisees. Jesus was crucified for his claim to be King. 

The Jews had understood that the Messiah would come as king to establish God's reign for them. They 

wanted a king who would free them from tyranny and foreign domination. Many had high hopes that Jesus 

would be the Messianic king. Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus had. Jesus came to 

conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom, rather than to conquer perishable lands and 

entitlements. We can find no greater proof of God's love for us than the willing sacrifice of his Son on the 

cross. Jesus' parting words, “It is finished!" express triumph rather than defeat. Jesus bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit knowing that the strife was now over and the battle was won. Even on the cross Jesus 

knew the joy of victory. What the Father sent him into the world to do has now been accomplished. Christ 

offered himself without blemish to God and he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (see Hebrews 9:24-

26). Saint Augustine (5th century) comments on those who stood at the cross of Jesus: "As they were 

looking on, so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs. We see his blood as he dies. We see the price 

offered by the redeemer, touch the scars of his resurrection.  He bows his head, as if to kiss you.  His 

heart is made bare open, as it were, in love to you. His arms are extended that he may embrace you. His 

whole body is displayed for your redemption. Ponder how great these things are.  Let all this be rightly 

weighed in your mind: as he was once fixed to the cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now 

be fixed in every part of your soul." 
 

Prayer: Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your eternal protection sanctify your servants for 

whom Christ your Son, by the shedding of his Blood, established the Paschal Mystery. Who lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: My Most Glorious and Suffering Lord, it is Your Hour. It is the Hour by which You 

conquered sin and death.  It is the Hour for which You came into this world, taking on flesh so as to offer 

Your precious life for the salvation of the world. May I be with You, dear Lord, in these moments of 

suffering and death.  May I, like Your Mother, John and Mary Magdalene, stand at the foot of the Cross, 

gazing upon the perfect Gift of Love. My suffering Lord, may I see in Your Cross the most perfect act ever 

known in this world.  May I see Love in its most pure form.  May my eyes and soul look beyond the blood 

and pain and see Your Divine Heart, pouring forth Mercy upon me and upon the whole world. Today I 

kneel in silent adoration of You, my God. I sit quietly, beholding the great mystery of our faith. I behold 

God, beaten, bruised, mocked, tortured and killed.  But in this act, I see all grace and Mercy flowing from 

Your wounded Heart.  Bathe the world in Your Mercy, dear Lord.  Cover us with Your grace and draw us to 

new life through Your death. I love You, dear Lord. I love You with all my heart. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

 

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations 
and contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Lent 

by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011; 

information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site. 
 

              frlumpe:2020 
 

During this Holy Week, while you are at home because of the coronavirus, 

walk with the Lord on His way to Calvary. Spend time nourishing 
yourself with some solid spiritual reading, available on-line: 

 

Walking With God 
by Fr. Killian J. Healy, O.Carm. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=9627 
 

Clearly and warmly, Fr. Healy (who was once the superior general of the Carmelite order 
worldwide) explains that God is constantly calling you to intimate friendship with Him. 

In this wonderful on-line book – brief enough to be read in one sitting yet with enough 
spiritual depth to last a lifetime – Fr. Healy details how you can develop your 
friendship with God even amid the cares and distractions of your daily life. 

 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=9627
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The Catholic Community of

Parish Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday

Parish Office: 
330-364-6661

After Hours 
Emergency Line: 

330-364-6662

Fax: 
330-602-7488

Youth Ministry: 
330-364-6661

Hispanic Ministry: 
330-432-0811

Tuscarawas Central 
Catholic Elementary 

School: 
330-343-9134

Tuscarawas Central 
Catholic High School: 

330-343-3302

613 N. Tuscarawas Avenue • Dover, Ohio 44622 • www.stjosephdover.org • E-mail: stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com

“In the spirit of St. Joseph, we lovingly serve Jesus Christ and His people.”

u PARISH STAFF: Rev. James Hatfield, Pastor; Deacon Ronald Fondriest, Retired; Ms. Brenda Stilgenbauer, Pastoral Associate; 
Ms. Cindy Teynor, Director of Religious Education; Mrs. Kateri Renicker, Religious Education Secretary; Mr. Matthew 
Nadalin, Director of Music Ministry; Mrs. Jodi Lindberg, Bookkeeper; Mr. Coleman Boring, Youth Minister; Mrs. Betty 
Bidinger, Coordinator of Family Life Center; Mr. Don Ballantyne & Mr. Russ Clay, Church and Cemetery Maintenance; and 
Mr. Neal Kwasnicka, Custodian.

u FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Mr. Brian Bauer, Mr. Chris Chaney, Mr. Mark Clemence, Mr. Jack Dooling, Mr. Dennis 
Gonano, Mr. Jan-Michael LaBrake, Mrs. Brenda Pope, Mr. Frank Rose, Mr. Joe Sciarretti.

u MARRIAGES – Arrangements should be made through the Parish Office at least eight months before any other planning. 

u BAPTISMS – Baptisms are celebrated on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. (outside of Mass). Parents must attend the Baptismal Preparation 
Program. This is at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month in the Family Life Center. Godparents are also welcome to 
attend. Please pre-register by calling the Parish Office.

u BAUTISMOS – Bautismo en español se celebran una vez al mes después de la Misa el Domingo. Los padres y padrinos deben 
recibir charles de preparación en el Centro Familiar. Deben inscribirse llamando a las Oficinas de la Parroquia. 

u NEW PARISHIONERS – Please register in person at the Parish Office or complete a registration form (available in church). 
Please return to Parish Office or put in collection.

u BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – Please have bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 3:00 p.m. on Monday, or e-mail 
stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com.

Saint Joseph

Saturday – 4:00 p.m.; Sunday – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Mass in Spanish: Sunday – 1:30 p.m.     Holy Days: Check inside of bulletin.

Weekdays: Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday & Friday – 8:15 a.m.
Confessions: Saturday – 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday – 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

HANHART
INSURANCE

AGENCY
343-7767

Thomas H. Hisrich, Attorney At Law
121 West Fourth Street, Dover 44622 

330-343-8834

The Manor Restaurant
753 S. Wooster Avenue

Strasburg, Ohio
330-878-9809

Dine-in, Carry-out, Banquets

1616 N. Walnut St., Dover

364-5521 • 364-6444

Baker
      Florist

TRUCK SALES & 
SERVICE, INC.
Midvale, Ohio
740-922-3412
www.trksls.com

Fitzpatrick

zimmerman

& rose co.
AttorneysF 

z 
r

FAMILY OFFICE 
EQUIP. INC.

COMPUTER SERVICE 
AND REPAIR

330-339-5546

Birthdays • Weddings • All Occasions
1-800-377-2942

138 Fifth St. NW  339-8801

CAKES
AND COOKIES

Specialists in Custom Homes
Additions and Remodeling

330-364-3834
When Quality is a must!

Mario Ionno    Giovanni Ionno

339-6312

• Paper Products • Janitorial Supplies
Commercial Kitchen Equipment & Supplies
236 8th St S.W.
New Philadelphia

Helbling
SUPPLY, INC.

Year of the Priest
PRAY FOR

VOCATIONS
614-221-5565

presented by

223 W. 3rd St.
Owners:
James & 

Susan Sexton

330-602-1400

Michael W. Pace
Residential • CommeRCial

330.343.0858
DOVER, OHIO

Chrysalis Counseling 
Center, Inc.

– A PRIVATE COUNSELING PRACTICE –

330-364-9360
1029 W. High Avenue, New Philadelphia

Funeral Homes & Crematory
Dover • Strasburg330-343-6132  www.tolandherzig.com

Furniture • Floor Coverings
• Sleep Center

122 S. Wooster Ave., Dover
330-343-5742 

www.williams-furniture.com

102 S. Wooster Ave. 330-364-4124

DOVER K OF C 
COUNCIL #1973
www.kofcohio.org

Smith-Varns
Funeral Home

1018 West Main Street
Sugarcreek, OH 44681

330.852.2141

Lebold-Smith
Funeral Home

248 Park Avenue 
Bolivar, Ohio 44612

330.874.3113

Smith

Robert L. Smith, Owner/Director
www.smithfuneral.com

FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

For All Your 
Real Estate Needs, 
Call Nell Winston
330-827-1745
nellwinston@howardhanna.com

125 William Drive N.W. • Dover, Ohio 44622
P: 330-343-3515  F: 330-343-4965

Metal Masters Inc.
Ohio Contractor ID #21223 • W. Va. Contractor ID #WV039499

330-452-6601

Tuscarawas 
Central Catholic 

Elementary School
330-343-9134

www.be-a-saint.org

DOVER

Live well.

AN ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE

Laugh a lot.
Love 

your 
life.

A Friend
       of the Family
              since 1846

Anne E. Geib | GeibCares.com | 330-343-5506

Dee’s Restaurant
330-364-9221

1109 C. Bowers NW, New Philadelphia
Monday-Saturday, 6a-2p; Sunday, 8a-2p
Daily Specials for Breakfast and Lunch

330-364-8874 • www.dover-philafcu.org

Call us.
330-

343-4434

McINTURF
REALTY

330-364-6648

For all your real estate needs, 
buying of selling 

“I have your best interest at heart”
June Contini
Call or text 330-827-1720
contini.june@gmail.com B E N S O N ’ S

MARKET & CATERING

330-364-2259
207 North Wooster Avenue

Dover, OH 44622
Website: bensonsmc.com

236 N. Tusc. Dover

Open Daily – 
11:00 a.m.

343-4610

Jay R. Tolloti, D.D.S.

131 S. Broadway
330-343-0534

Tlaquepaque
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

601 Wabash Avenue, Northwest
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
www.tlaquepaqueoh.com

(330) 351-8595

213 N. Tuscarawas Ave.,
Dover, OH 44622

(330) 365-9966

Go to www.elpueblitomexicanbistro.com or visit our other locations:
102 N. Water St., Uhrichsville, OH • 111 N. Reed Ave., Malvern OH

Best 
Margaritas

in town!

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths
& Dougherty Co., L.P.A.

405 Chauncey Avenue NW
New Philadelphia, OH

364-3472
James F. Contini II, Esq. – 

Parishioner

Warther Gift Shoppe
Handcrafted Cutlery, 
Gifts & Collectibles

Located in Warther Museum

DOVER  343-7513

Warren Bartos

(330) 447-9113
chopchoptree2@gmail.com

Chop Chop Tree Service

Body Shop, Inc.
140 W. Broadway, Dover, OH 44622

(330) 343-1311 • tfhaasbody@gmail.com
“Serving the Area for Over 63 Years”

Steve Gilland 
Owner

Tim Frame 
Manager, Estimator

Haas
TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL

DEE PRINTING
107 RAY AVE. N.E.
NEW PHILADELPHIA
330-343-9911

2370 State Route 516 NW, Dover, Ohio 44622 

800-292-9020

Specializing in 
Commercial and Residential Security 

Security Monitoring and Alarms 
Camera Surveillance 
Door Access Control

330-343-8768 www.dsha.net




