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St. Joseph Church
Dover, Ohio 44622

The First Sunday in Advent
November 27 and 28, 2021

Noviembre 27 y 28 del 2021

Mass Intentions 
Monday, November 29
  No Mass
 Readings: 175: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday, November 30
 5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration
 6:00 p.m. Intentions of Don and Joan Robinson
 Readings: 684: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19/Mt 4:18-22
Wednesday, December 1
 8:15 a.m. Orlando Doriche
 9:00 a.m. Rosary 
 Readings: 177: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday, December 2
 8:15 a.m. Joseph and Antoinette Iannelli
 9:00 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
 Readings: 178: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday, December 3 (First Friday)
 8:15 a.m. Lisa Wiegand
 9:00 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration
 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 Readings: 179: Is 29: 17-24/Ps 27/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday, December 4
The Vigil of The Second Sunday in Advent
 4:00 p.m. Jim Contrucci
Sunday, December 5 
The Second Sunday in Advent 
 8:30 a.m. Jim Fondriest
 11:00 a.m. Marilyn Moauro
 1:30 p.m. People of the Parish
    (Mass in Spanish)
 Readings: 6: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/
   Lk 3:1-6

Offertory for November 20 and 21, 2021 
Loose Cash and Checks $ 3,044.00
Adult Weekly Envelopes $ 5,173.00
Online Giving $ 300.00
Total $ 8,517.00
Contributions needed each week $ 12,192.00

Other Funds:
Poor Fund $ 170.00
Youth Ministry $ 60.00
Capital Improvement $ 48.00
St. Joseph Catholic School Subsidy $ 170.00
Other Collections $ 430.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Ministry Schedule
Tuesday, November 30 – 6:00 p.m. – Mary Salvo
Wednesday, December 1 – 8:15 a.m. – Jack Burnham 
Thursday, December 2 – 8:15 a.m. – Jeannine Kennedy
Friday, December 3 – 8:15 a.m. – TCCES Students

December 4 and 5, 2021
4:00 p.m. 

Lector: Janice Cosenza
Eucharistic Ministers: Tim Avon, Mary Roberts, 
 Beth Cecil 
Ushers: Steve DeBois, Tim Avon, Kateri Renicker 
Servers: Kenton Renicker and Flynn Renicker

8:30 a.m. Mass
Lector: Jack Burnham
Eucharistic Ministers: Jeannine Kennedy,
  John Kuczirka, Sharon Kuczirka
Ushers: Chris Chaney, Kelly Chaney, John Karl, 
 Max Burnham, Ronnie Saffell
Servers: Piper Olson and Joseph Miller

11:00 a.m. Mass
Lector: Bonnie Edwards
Eucharistic Ministers: Patti DeVault, Mary Elco, 
 Sue Worth
Ushers: Mike Ernest, George Kail, Patti DeVault
Servers: Nick Williams and Angel Gonzalez

If you know of a friend or family member that is in the 
hospital for surgery or due to illness, or is currently 
homebound, please call the Parish Office and someone will 
visit them as soon as possible.

Prayer Chain: To place your request on the prayer 
chain, please call the Parish Office or Charlene 
Herzig at 330-343-1063. If no one is available, please 
leave a message.

Please remember in your prayers all the sick, homebound, 
and recovering in our parish. Also, pray for those coping 
with physical or mental conditions. 

Please include all those on our prayer lists that have asked 
for our prayers, and those who have no one to pray for them.

When traveling, and you need to find 
information on the closest Catholic 
Church and the times for their Masses, 
please check out www.masstimes.org.

z



Spiritual Notes
Advent is a time of waiting,; in our waiting, we look 
back and we also look ahead. We look back as we 
prepare to commemorate Christ’s birth in Bethlehem 
2,000 years ago. We look ahead as we anticipate Christ 
Jesus’ second coming, the focus of our readings during 
the early days of the season. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
speaks about His second coming, using language 
found in the prophets associated with the Day of the 
Lord, when they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. He speaks of signs 
in the sun, the moon and the stars. For the believer, 
this is not a time of fear, but of joy; stand erect and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is at hand. 
Thus, we should be vigilant at all times. The prophet 
Jeremiah speaks in today’s reading of restoration 
of Jerusalem. The prophet’s life takes place during 
the Babylonian exile, one of the most difficult eras 
in the history of Israel. Today’s reading is set in the 
tenth year of Zedekiah, King of Judah. Historians 
tell us that this represents the year 588 B.C. Jeremiah 
was still confined in the court of the guard, because 
he was speaking words of judgment against his own 
people. While he prophesies punishment, he also 
speaks of God “fulfilling the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and Judah.” God promises deliverance 
at the hands of Messiah: “I will raise up for David a 
just shoot; … Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall 
dwell secure.” In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, 
Paul prays for them. “May the Lord make you increase 
and abound in love for one another,” in preparation 
for the coming of Our Lord Jesus.
For reflection: How can I make this Advent a special 
time of grace? Is there something in my life that needs 
restoration? 

Please keep in your prayers, Louis “Brent” Helwig, age 83, 
who died on Wednesday, November 17, 2021. Eternal rest 
grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.

Please keep his family in your prayers.

Also keep in your prayers, Clint Voelm, age 70, who died 
on Wednesday, November 17, 2021. Eternal rest grant unto 

him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.
Please keep his family also in your prayers.

Advent Wreath Signup
Sign-up sheets for lighting the Advent 
Wreath Candles are hanging in the 
Vestibule of the church. All family 
and friends are encouraged to sign up. 
The sheets will remain in the Vestibule 

to give parishioners the opportunity to check your 
schedules and select the Mass time that is convenient for 
your family.

It’s not too late to join us!
Experience a more peaceful, 

more joyful and more meaningful 
Advent than ever before...

Our parish is offering Rejoice! Advent Meditations with 
the Holy Family. It is a prayer resource with short daily 
meditations based on Scripture. Experience the first 
Advent with Joseph and Mary as they await the birth of 
their Son, the Savior of the world.
Together with the guided meditation videos, the journal 
will help you to see the marriage of Mary and Joseph in 
a new light. You are invited to ponder what was in their 
hearts and minds as they awaited the birth of Jesus, and 
you will be invited to reflect on and deepen your own 
relationships with others.
Continuing through each Sunday of Advent, we will 
watch the 15-minute meditation video and have a brief 
discussion afterwards. We will meet from 9:45 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m. in the Family Life Center. If there is enough 
interest, we will have a session after the 4:00 p.m. 
Mass on Saturday evenings, as well. If you are unable 
to attend in person, you can access the videos online at 
ascensionpress.com and still be part of this beautiful 
study. To register, or to just order a journal for at-home 
use, please call the Parish Office at 330-364-6661. The 
cost is $10.00 for your journals.

Save the Date!
Upcoming Events in  the Parish and School

Eucharistic Festival of Praise
Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Parish Caroling
Saturday, December 18th

We will meet in the Family Life Center at 5:30 p.m. to get 
instructions on places we’ll visit, and then return to the 
Family Life Center for pizza, hot chocolate, and cookies! 
Mark your calendars and plan on joining in giving this 
gift of music to our parishioners!

A Contemporary Prayer Service 
on the Joyful Mysteries

Sunday, December 19th at 3:00 p.m. 

The TCCES Advent / Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the Church. 

TCCES Annual Casino Night
Saturday, January 22, 2022, Sacred Heart Parish Hall

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study is each Monday, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Family Life Center. If you would like more information, 
please contact John Kuczirka at 330-343-9988.



The Giving Tree
Share A Christmas tags will be placed on 
the Giving Tree listing items needed for St. 
Joseph Families, Share A Christmas, and 
Birthright. Unwrapped gifts should be 
placed under the tree with the tag attached. 
All cash donations should be placed in an 

envelope and put in the Collection Basket. Toys for Share 
A Christmas must be received no later than Sunday, 
December 5th. 

Gifts for Birthright and donations for needy St. Joseph 
Families should be returned to the Parish Office by 
Sunday, December 12th.

We are happy to add a new organization to our Giving 
Tree this year. Fostering Love of Tuscarawas County 
is a new organization, partnering with Job and Family 
Services, to support Foster Families in our community. 
After finding great service opportunities in Franklin 
County and recognizing a great need in our community, 
the founders of Fostering Love expanded their reach to 
our county. Whether it’s providing nights of respite for 
foster parents, celebrating the hard-working staff at JFS, 
providing meals and welcome baskets for new foster 
families, or organizing toy drives, Fostering Love is proud 
to serve Tuscarawas County. You can “adopt” a foster 
child by selecting an ornament off of the Giving Tree in 
the sanctuary. No gift-wrapping necessary. Please have 
your gifts returned by Sunday, December 12th. 

It is estimated that 438,000 children nationwide are in the 
foster care system, and roughly 40% of all households 
who begin the foster care process quit after just one year 
because there is not enough support. 

To learn more, visit www.wearefosteringlove.org.

Christmas Flower Donation Envelopes are in your 
envelope packets for December. The cost is $20.00 for three 
names. They must be returned by December 13, 2021.

PLEASE PRINT.

Name:

By: 

St. Joseph Soup Kitchen
Everyone is welcome!! 

The intention for the Soup Kitchen is to serve God’s 
children in need: the poor in spirit, as well as the 

needy. Teams, if you need assistance, please contact 
Andrea Settimio or the Parish Office.

December 1, 2021 – Team F (Boy Scouts) 
December 8, 2021 – Team G (Joan Wenzel)
December 15, 2021 – Team H (Cindy Jones)

December 22, 2021 – Team I (Isabellas)
Please keep our guests and volunteers in your prayers.

 
Tuscarawas Central 

Catholic Elementary School 
Immaculate Conception School 

Preschool Aide Needed!
Immaculate Conception School in Dennison is seeking 
a part-time aide to work in the pre-preschool classroom 
two days a week. The successful applicant must complete 
the Protecting God’s Children workshop and background 
check and obtain an ODE aide permit. A high school 
diploma is required. We are seeking a person of good 
character who loves to work with children in a faith-filled 
environment. Experience preferred. Additional training 
will be required upon employment. Send a letter of interest 
and résumé to Matt Ritzert, 100 Sherman Street, Dennison, 
OH 44621 or mritzert@cdeducation.org.

 
Tuscarawas Central 

Catholic High School  
#GIVINGTUESDAY2021

Giving Tuesday, which began in 2012, is celebrated 
worldwide as a day to donate to a charity or nonprofit 
organization. This year’s Giving Tuesday is November 
30th. There are 5 ways you can give. 1. PRAY for 
our students and staff. 2. ATTEND student activities 
and athletic events. 3. DONATE online at tccsaints.
com. 4. MAIL your gift to TCC 777 3rd Street NE, New 
Philadelphia, OH 44663. 5. VISIT the school and drop 
your donation off. We’d love to see you! Please help us 
reach our goal of 200 donations. We are BLESSED by you! 
Thank you! 

Mini Food Pantry
Our Mini Food Pantry box, located at the Family Life 
Center, is a huge success! We have been able to provide 
foods for many people in need. If you would like to 
contribute items, there is a tote in the Vestibule of the 
church. The items most in need are:

Tuna
Cereal
Rice
Dry black beans
Spam

Complete pancake mix
Toothpaste
Syrup
Toothbrushes
Bottles of water 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments 
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3) 

 
FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT: DAILY PRAYER AS YOU GATHER BEFORE Y OUR ADVENT WREATH 

O Lord, stir up Thy might, we beg Thee, and come, that by Thy protection 
we may deserve to be rescued from the threatening dangers of our sins and  

saved by Thy deliverance. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

“Advent is the ‘sacrament’ of the presence of God in His world, in the Mystery of Christ 
at work in history... This mystery is the revelation of God Himself in His Incarnate Son. 
But it is not merely a manifestation of the Divine Perfections, it is the concrete plan of 
God for the salvation of men and the restoration of the whole world in Christ.” 

~FR. THOMAS MERTON, OCSO 
 

Monday, November 29 ~ First Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 8:5-11 When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion approached him and 

appealed to him, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully.” He said to 

him, “I will come and cure him.”  The centurion said in reply, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter 

under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man subject to authority, 

with soldiers subject to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ and he 

comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to 

those following him, “Amen, I say to you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I say to you, many 

will come from the east and the west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in 

the Kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Meditation: In the Roman world the position of centurion was very important. He was an officer in charge 

of a hundred soldiers. In a certain sense, he was the backbone of the Roman army, the cement which held 

the army together. The centurion who approached Jesus was not only courageous, but faith-filled as well. 

He risked the ridicule of his cronies as well as mockery from the Jews by seeking help from an itinerant 

preacher from Galilee. Nonetheless, the centurion approached Jesus with great confidence and humility. 

He was an extraordinary man because he loved his slave. In the Roman world slaves were treated like 

animals – something to be used for work and pleasure and for bartering and trade. This centurion was a 

man of great compassion and extraordinary faith. He wanted Jesus to heal his beloved slave. Jesus 

commends him for his faith and immediately grants him his request. 
 

Prayer: Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we await the advent of Christ your Son, so that, when 

he comes and knocks, he may find us watchful in prayer and exultant in his praise. Who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: The prophet Isaiah foretold a time of restoration for the holy city Jerusalem and for its 

remnants (ref. Isaiah 4:2-6) and also a time of universal peace when all nations would come to Jerusalem 

to “the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God of Jacob” and “beat their swords into 

plowshares” (Isaiah 2:2-4). Jesus fulfills this prophecy first by restoring both Jew and Gentile to fellowship 

with God through the victory he won for us on the cross. When he comes again he will fully establish his 

universal rule of peace and righteousness and unite all things in himself (ref. Ephesians 1:10). His promise 

extends to all generations who believe in him that we, too, might feast at the heavenly banquet table with 

the patriarchs of the Old Covenant who believed but did not see the promised Messiah. And so we need to 

ask ourselves: Do you believe in God's promises and do you seek his kingdom first in your life? The 

season of Advent reminds us that the Lord wants us to actively seek him and the coming of his kingdom in 

our lives. The Lord will surely reward those who seek his will for their lives. We can approach the Lord 

Jesus with expectant faith, like the centurion did in today's gospel reading, knowing that he will show us 

his mercy, love, compassion, along with guidance and help in our time of need.  



 

Tuesday, November 30 ~ First Week in the Season of Advent 

Saint Andrew, Apostle 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:18-22 As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 

who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to 

them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. 

He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 

They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they 

left their boat and their father and followed him. 
 

Meditation: Notice that when Jesus began his public ministry he went everywhere he could to speak to 

those who would listen to him about the kingdom of God. He chose as his closest friends and coworkers 

those who were ready to follow as his disciples and he gave them an unusual mission – “to catch people 

for the kingdom of God.” And what kind of disciples did Jesus choose? He starts by choosing hard working, 

hard playing, everyday people, beginning with fishermen. In the choice of the first apostles we see a 

characteristic feature of Jesus’ work by choosing ordinary, everyday people like you and me. They were 

non-professionals, had no wealth or position of power or fame in society. They were chosen from the 

common people who did ordinary things, had no special marks of education, and no social advantages. 

Jesus wanted ordinary people who could take an assignment and do it extraordinarily well. He chose these 

individuals, not for what they were, but for what they would be capable of becoming under his direction 

and guidance. So when the Lord calls each of us to be his disciples, we must not think we have nothing to 

offer him in exchange. The Lord takes what ordinary people like us can offer, and uses it for greatness in 

his kingdom.  So don’t shortchange yourself – we all have something to offer by following Christ and 

taking life’s cues from him. 
 

Prayer: We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord, that, just as the blessed Apostle Andrew was for your 

Church a preacher and pastor, so he may be for us a constant intercessor before you. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: God wants others to see the light of Christ in us in the way we live, speak, and witness 

the joy of the gospel. Paul the Apostles says, “But thanks be to God, who in Christ Jesus always leads us 

in triumph, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the 

aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing” (2 

Corinthians 2:15). And so we might ask ourselves today: Do I show others around me the joy of the 

gospel by living my life in witness to Christ’s teachings? Do I pray for my neighbors, co-workers, and 

relatives that they may come to personally know the Lord Jesus Christ and grow in the knowledge of his 

love? 
 

Special devotional prayer during Advent: Beginning on Saint Andrew the Apostle's feast day, the 

following beautiful prayer is traditionally recited fifteen times a day until Christmas. This is a very 

meditative prayer that helps us increase our awareness of the feast of Christmas and helps us prepare 

ourselves spiritually for His coming. Prayer: Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of 

God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. In that hour 

vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires, [here mention your request] through 

the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen. 
 

Wednesday, December 1 ~ First Week in the Season of Advent 

Blessed Charles de Foucald (to be canonized a Saint in 2022) 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 15:29-37 At that time: Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, went up on the 

mountain, and sat down there. Great crowds came to him, having with them the lame, the blind, the 

deformed, the mute, and many others. They placed them at his feet, and he cured them. The crowds were 

amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the deformed made whole, the lame walking, and the blind 

able to see, and they glorified the God of Israel. Jesus summoned his disciples and said, “My heart is 

moved with pity for the crowd, for they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. I 

do not want to send them away hungry, for fear they may collapse on the way.” The disciples said to him,  

“Where could we ever get enough bread in this deserted place to satisfy such a crowd?” Jesus said to 

them, “How many loaves do you have?” “Seven,” they replied, “and a few fish.”  He ordered the crowd to 

sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks, broke the loaves, and 



gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied. They 

picked up the fragments left over–seven baskets full. 
 

Meditation: When the disciples were confronted by Jesus with the task of feeding four thousand people 

many miles away from any source of food, they exclaimed: “Where could we ever get enough bread in 

this deserted place to satisfy such a crowd?” Jesus, himself provides bread in abundance for the hungry 

crowd who came out into the desert to seek him. The gospel records that all were satisfied and they took 

up what was leftover. In the multiplication of the loaves and fishes we see a sign and a symbol of what 

God always does. God knows our needs better than we do, and he cares to provide for what we “need” 

versus what we “want” – there is a difference. When God gives, he gives in abundance. The gospel 

account records that the leftovers from the miraculous meal was more than seven times the amount they 

began with. Seven is a symbol of completion and wholeness. When God gives, he gives until we are 

satisfied. When God works for his people he gives abundantly - more than we could deserve and more 

than we need. He nourishes us with his life-giving word and with the bread of heaven. In the kingdom of 

heaven God will feast us at his banquet table. Are you satisfied with what God provides for you? If not, 

why not? 
 

Prayer: God our Father, You have called Blessed Charles to live through your love in intimacy with your 

Son, Jesus of Nazareth. Grant that we may find in the Gospel the foundation of a more and more luminous 

Christian life and in the Eucharist, the source of universal kinship. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Who can satisfy the deepest hunger and longing of our human hearts? Isaiah prophesied 

that God would provide a heavenly banquet for all peoples and would destroy death once and for all 

(Isaiah 25:6-8). Jesus came to fulfill that promise. Jesus' miracles are both a sign of God’s kingdom and a 

demonstration of God's power. They also show the magnitude of God’s love, mercy and compassion for 

us. Challenging as it may be for some of us during this Christmas shopping season, let’s look at what we 

really need – and perhaps shifting our focus toward the needs of others, and less on what “I want.” 
 

Thursday, December 2 ~ First Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 7:21, 24-27 Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 

Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; 

it had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them 

will be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came,  and the winds blew and 

buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” 
 

Meditation: Since most of us are not in the construction business, some might ask what the significance 

is of this story? The kind of foundation we build our lives upon will determine whether we can survive the 

storms and challenges of life that are sure to come. Builders usually lay their foundations when the 

weather and soil conditions are at their best. It takes foresight to know how a foundation will stand up 

against adverse conditions. Building a house on a flood plain, such as a dry river-bed, is a sure bet for 

disaster; same with building them on ground level next to the beach, versus up on stilts. Jesus prefaced 

his story with a warning: We may fool humans with our speech, but God cannot be deceived. He sees 

each of our hearts as they truly are - with all of our motives, intentions, desires, and choices (Psalm 

139:2).  
 

Prayer: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to our help with mighty strength, that what our sins 

impede the grace of your mercy may hasten. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: There is sure way in which a person’s sincerity can be proved, and that is by the way 

one lives one’s life – their habits, their practices, the choices they make. Talk is cheap; words can never 

replace good deeds. And so looking back on our lives we can ask: Did I cheat on an exam or on my 

income taxes?  Did I lie, or cover-up, when disclosing the truth would have caused me injury or 

embarrassment? A true person is honest and reliable before God, one's neighbor and oneself  – all of the 

time, not just when it is convenient.  His or her word can be counted on – his or her word is a bond that 

can be trusted. If we heed God's word and live according to it then we need not fear when storms assail 

us. God will be our rock and our refuge.  Two more questions to think about: Is my life built upon the sure 

“rock” of Jesus Christ?  Do I listen to his word as if my very life (and eternal life) life depended on it? 
 



Friday, December 3 ~ First Week in the Season of Advent 
Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 9:27-31 As Jesus passed by, two blind men followed him, crying out, “Son of 

David, have pity on us!” When he entered the house, the blind men approached him and Jesus said to 

them, “Do you believe that I can do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they said to him. Then he touched their eyes and 

said, “Let it be done for you according to your faith.” And their eyes were opened. Jesus warned them 

sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” But they went out and spread word of him through all that 

land.  
 

Meditation: God wants to change and transform our lives to set us free to live as his sons and daughters 

and citizens of his kingdom. Faith is key to this transformation. How can we grow in faith? Faith is a gift 

freely given by God to help us know God personally, to understand his truth, and to live in the power of 

his love. For faith to be effective it must be linked with trust and obedience - an active submission to God 

and a willingness to do whatever he commands. The Lord Jesus wants us to live in the confident 

expectation that he will fulfill his promises to us and bring us into the fullness of his kingdom - a kingdom 

of  righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). 
 

Prayer: O God, who through the preaching of Saint Francis Xavier won many peoples to yourself, grant 

that the hearts of the faithful may burn with the same zeal for the faith and that Holy Church may 

everywhere rejoice in an abundance of offspring. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Are there any blind-spots in your life that keep you from recognizing God's power and 

mercy? When two blind men heard that Jesus was passing their way, they followed him and begged for his 

mercy. The word mercy literally means “sorrowful at heart.” But mercy is something more than 

compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another person's misfortune. Compassion empathizes with the sufferer, 

but mercy goes further – mercy removes suffering. A merciful person shares in another person's 

misfortune and suffering as if it were their own. Note also that when the two blind men approached Jesus, 

he questioned their earnestness. “Do you believe that I can do this?” Jesus put them to the test, not to 

rebuff them, but to strengthen their faith and trust in God's mercy. He touched their eyes, both to identify 

with their affliction and to awaken faith in them. Their faith grew as they responded to his word with 

confident hope. Jesus restored their sight - both physically and spiritually to the reality of God's kingdom. 

Faith opens the way for us to see the power of God’s kingdom and to experience his healing presence in 

our lives.  
 

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations and 

contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Advent 

by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011; 
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site. 
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DURING THIS ADVENT SEASON... 
The Advent Season is filled with preparation and expectation. Everyone is getting ready for Christmas — 
shopping and decorating, baking and cleaning. Too often, however, we are so busy with the material 
preparations that we lose sight of the real reason for our activity: the Word made flesh coming to dwell 
among us. Christians are urged to preserve the spiritual focus of Christmas amidst the prevailingly secular 
and consumer-driven society. In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the season, let us strive to keep Advent a 
season of waiting and longing, of conversion and hope, meditating often on the incredible love and humility 
of our God in taking on flesh of the Virgin Mary. In our shopping and baking, let us remember to purchase 
and prepare something for the poor and less fortunate, perhaps an older neighbor or single person down the 
street who doesn’t have family nearby. When we clean our homes, let us distribute some of our possessions to 
those who lack many necessities. While we are decking the halls of our homes, let us not forget to prepare a 
peaceful place in our hearts wherein our Savior may come to dwell. 
 
 
 



Immaculate Conception Church
Divine Mercy Cenacle

Due to a conflict in scheduling, the meeting on 
November 30th has been moved to January.

Watch the bulletin for more information. 
Are you interested in joining a Divine Mercy Small 
Group? For more information, call or text Barb Ross at 
330-224-7446, Neal Kwasnicka at 330-407-2117 or Cheri 
Hutson at 330-401-9647.

Christmas Catholic Charities Collection
The annual collection for diocesan Catholic Charities will 
be taken up during the Christmas Season. The envelopes 
are in your packet. This collection allows the diocese 
to meet a variety of basic needs directly and through 
diocesan agencies and organizations including J.O.I.N. 
(Join Organization for Inner City Needs), St. Stephen’s 
Community House, Catholic Social Services, and many 
more. You can help share in this important work by 
generously supporting the Catholic Charities collection 
this year. For more about our diocesan-sponsored 
charities, visit www.charities.columbuscatholic.org.

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and 
raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.”
 (Luke 21:28)
We celebrate Advent each year in preparation of the 
birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await His second 
coming. In this Advent season, use the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to strengthen your relationship with Jesus. 
It’s never too late. Learn how to support your parish and 
contact The Catholic Foundation. Visit www.catholic-
foundation.org/development for more information.

Leave a Legacy of Love and Faith
Your last will and testament can leave a legacy of your 
faith by helping to pass it on to others. When drafting 
your will, after taking care of your family, consider 
naming St. Joseph, Dover Parish Endowment Fund as a 
recipient of your estate. For more information, call The 
Catholic Foundation at 614-443-8893 or visit catholic-
foundation.org.

Stand up and be counted!
Are you a registered parishioner? Do we have your 
current phone number? Registering in the parish is a 
declaration of your desire to be a part of the Catholic 
community and commitment to the life of our parish. 
If you want to register, there are forms in the Vestibule. 
Simply fill one out and drop it in the collection basket or 
stop in the Parish Office during the week or on Sunday 
mornings after the Masses and request a form. 

Other Information To Note:

St. Joseph Cemetery
If you are interested in purchasing lots, or if you have 
questions regarding rules and regulations, please call 
Russ in the Parish Office, and he will be happy to assist 
you.

Mass Intentions: Please be reminded that any parishioner 
is welcome to request Masses be celebrated for deceased 
or living loved ones. To schedule a Mass Intention, please 
contact the Parish Office.

Low-gluten Hosts: If you are a person who needs to receive a 
low-gluten host because of wheat allergies or celiac disease, 
please call the Parish Office.

Bulletin deadline: The bulletin deadline is Monday at 3:00 
p.m. Please include your contact information with phone 
number and email address. Bulletin notices may be in 
writing, faxed to 330-602-7488, dropped off, or emailed to 
stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com.

Greeters Needed!
Are you interested in being a Greeter at Mass? This is a ministry 
your whole family can do together. Greeters welcome people 
to Mass and answer basic questions from our parishioners 
and our guests. If you would like to volunteer, please call the 
Parish Office. 

Online Giving: If you manage your bills 
online, we’re sure you’ll like giving to your 
church online. It’s safe and secure, and you 

decide exactly when your gift is made and where it goes. To 
get started, please visit www.stjosephdover.org. If you have 
any questions or need assistance, please call the Parish Office. 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
December 2021

Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce 
the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage 
and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

OUR ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
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The Catholic Community of

Parish Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday

Parish Office: 
330-364-6661

After Hours 
Emergency Line: 

330-364-6662

Fax: 
330-602-7488

Youth Ministry: 
330-364-6661

Hispanic Ministry: 
330-432-0811

Tuscarawas Central 
Catholic Elementary 

School: 
330-343-9134

Tuscarawas Central 
Catholic High School: 

330-343-3302

613 N. Tuscarawas Avenue • Dover, Ohio 44622 • www.stjosephdover.org • E-mail: stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com

“In the spirit of St. Joseph, we lovingly serve Jesus Christ and His people.”“In the spirit of St. Joseph, we lovingly serve Jesus Christ and His people.”

u PARISH STAFF: Rev. James Hatfield, Pastor; Deacon Ronald Fondriest, Retired; Ms. Brenda Stilgenbauer, Pastoral Associate; 
Ms. Cindy Teynor, Director of Religious Education; Mrs. Kateri Renicker, Religious Education Secretary; Ms. Mary Maresch, 
Youth Ministry; Mr. Matthew Nadalin, Director of Music Ministry; Mrs. Jodi Lindberg, Bookkeeper; Ms. Diane Lemmermann, 
Coordinator of Family Life Center; Mr. Russ Clay, Church and Cemetery Maintenance; and Mr. Neal Kwasnicka, Custodian.

u FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Mr. Brian Bauer, Mr. Chris Chaney, Mr. Mark Clemence, Mr. Jack Dooling, Mr. Dennis 
Gonano, Mr. Jan-Michael LaBrake, Mrs. Brenda Pope, Mr. Frank Rose, Mr. Joe Sciarretti.

u MARRIAGES – Arrangements should be made through the Parish Office at least eight months before any other planning. 

u BAPTISMS – Baptisms are celebrated on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. (outside of Mass). Parents must attend the Baptismal Preparation 
Program. This is at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month in the Family Life Center. Godparents are also welcome to 
attend. Please pre-register by calling the Parish Office.

u BAUTISMOS – Bautismo en español se celebran una vez al mes después de la Misa el Domingo. Los padres y padrinos deben 
recibir charles de preparación en el Centro Familiar. Deben inscribirse llamando a las Oficinas de la Parroquia. 

u NEW PARISHIONERS – Please register in person at the Parish Office or complete a registration form (available in church). 
Please return to Parish Office or put in collection.

u BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – Please have bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 3:00 p.m. on Monday, or e-mail 
stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com.

Saint Joseph

Saturday – 4:00 p.m.; Sunday – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Mass in Spanish: Sunday – 1:30 p.m. Holy Days: Check inside of bulletin.

Weekdays: Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday & Friday – 8:15 a.m.
Confessions: Saturday – 3:00-3:45 p.m.; Sunday – 12:30-1:15 p.m., or anytime by appointment.
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DOVER, OHIO

Funeral Homes & Crematory
Dover • Strasburg330-343-6132  www.tolandherzig.com

Furniture • Floor Coverings
• Sleep Center

122 S. Wooster Ave., Dover
330-343-5742 

www.williamsfurnitureohio.com

102 S. Wooster Ave. 330-364-4124
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Smith-Varns
Funeral Home

1018 West Main Street
Sugarcreek, OH 44681

330.852.2141

Lebold-Smith
Funeral Home

248 Park Avenue 
Bolivar, Ohio 44612

330.874.3113

Smith

Robert L. Smith, Owner/Director
www.smithfuneral.com

FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

125 William Drive N.W. • Dover, Ohio 44622
P: 330-343-3515  F: 330-343-4965

Metal Masters Inc.
Ohio Contractor ID #21223 • W. Va. Contractor ID #WV039499

330-452-6601330-452-6601

Tuscarawas 
Central Catholic 

Elementary School
330-343-9134

www.be-a-saint.org
A FriendA Friend
       of the Family       of the Family
              since 1846              since 1846

Anne E. Geib | GeibCares.com |Anne E. Geib | GeibCares.com | 330-343-5506 330-343-5506

Dee’s Restaurant
330-364-9221

1109 C. Bowers NW, New Philadelphia
Monday-Saturday, 6a-2p; Sunday, 8a-2p
Daily Specials for Breakfast and Lunch

330-364-8874 • www.dpfcu.org

Call us.
330-

343-4434

McINTURF
REALTY

330-364-6648

For all your real estate needs, 
buying of selling 

“I have your best interest at heart”
June Contini
Call or text 330-827-1720
contini.june@gmail.comB E N S O N ’ S

MARKET & CATERING

330-364-2259
207 North Wooster Avenue

Dover, OH 44622
Website: bensonsmc.com

236 N. Tusc. Dover

Open Daily – 
11:00 a.m.

343-4610

Jay R. Tolloti, D.D.S.

131 S. Broadway
330-343-0534

When Professionalism 
and Knowledge 

Count... Call

2370 St. Rt. 516 N.W., Dover, OH 44622 • (330) 364-5571

Tlaquepaque
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

601 Wabash Avenue, Northwest
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
www.tlaquepaqueoh.com

(330) 351-8595

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths
& Dougherty Co., L.P.A.

405 Chauncey Avenue NW
New Philadelphia, OH

364-3472
James F. Contini II, Esq. – 

Parishioner

107 RAY AVE. N.E.
NEW PHILADELPHIA
330-343-9911
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(MAFM), a SEC registered Investment Adviser. Gebhardt Financial Group is not a registered entity or a subsidiary or a control affiliate of MACC or MAFM. 
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Please patronize our advertisers. They make our bulletin 
possible. Thank You! This bulletin is furnished to the parish 
without charge. The advertisements that appear, completely 
defray all publishing costs, with which the church would 
otherwise be burdened. Please patronize these sponsors as a 
thank-you for their kind generosity.





Iglesias San José
Ministerios Hispanos

Primer Domingo de Adviento 
28 de Noviembre del 2021

Calendario Litúrgico:
Misas en Español

Domingo  Diciembre 5 1:30 p.m.
Domingo  Diciembre 12 1:30 p.m.
Domingo  Diciembre 19 1:30 p.m.

Navidad
24 de Diciembre

5:00 p.m. en Ingles, 
7:30 p.m. en Español
 11:30 p.m. en Ingles

Confesiones

Antes de misa de español de 12:30 p.m. a 1:15 p.m.

Misas en Ingles
Sábados 4:00 p.m.
Domingos 8:30 a.m. y 11:00 a.m.

Intenciones de Oración del Santo Padre
Diciembre 2021

Los catequistas 
Recemos por los catequistas, llamados a proclamar 
la Palabra de Dios: para que sean testigos de ella con 
valentía, creatividad y con la fuerza del Espíritu Santo.

ADVIENTO
Un período de tiempo que dura aproximadamente las cuatro 
semanas que preceden a la Navidad, durante el cual los 
fieles se preparan espiritualmente para la celebración del 
nacimiento de Cristo. 

Clase de Bautismo: La próxima clase será en el Centro 
Familiar San José al 330-364-6661.

Capilla de la Virgen de Guadalupe. Todos somos bienvenidos 
a venerar en la Capilla de la Virgen de Guadalupe. Podemos 
encender una vela que permanece prendida por tres días, con 
una donación de $ 3.00. (2 velas por $6.00, etc.). 
Por favor usar sólo las velas de la Capilla. 

Notas Espirituales
El Adviento es un tiempo de espera; en nuestra 
espera miramos hacia atrás y hacia adelante. 
Miramos hacia atrás mientras nos preparamos para 
conmemorar el nacimiento de Cristo en Belén hace 
2000 años. Miramos hacia adelante anticipando 
la segunda venida de Cristo Jesús, el enfoque de 
nuestras lecturas durante los primeros días de la 
temporada. En el evangelio de hoy Jesús habla de 
su segunda venida, utilizando un lenguaje que se 
encuentra en los profetas relacionados con el Día 
del Señor, cuando “verán al Hijo del hombre venir 
en una nube con poder y gran gloria.” Él habla de 
“señales en el sol y las estrellas.” Para el creyente 
no es un momento de miedo, sino de alegría: 
“permanecer de pie y levantar la cabeza, porque 
nuestra liberación está cerca.” Por lo tanto debemos 
“estar alerta en todo momento.” El profeta Jeremías 
habla en la lectura de hoy de la restauración de 
Jerusalén. La vida del profeta tiene lugar durante el 
exilio en Babilonia, una de las épocas más difíciles 
en la historia de Israel. La lectura de hoy se establece 
“en el décimo año de Sedequías, rey de Judá.” 
Los historiadores nos dicen que esta representa el 
año 588 antes de Cristo. Jeremías “todavía estaba 
confinado en el patio de la cárcel,” porque él estaba 
hablando palabras de juicio contra su propio pueblo. 
Mientras que profetiza el castigo, también habla de 
Dios el cumplimiento de “la promesa que le hice a la 
casa de Israel y de Judá.” Dios promete liberación a 
manos de un mesías: “Me levantaré por David en un 
sólo disparo; ... Judá estará a salvo, y Jerusalén vivirá 
seguro.” En la carta de Pablo a los Tesalonicenses 
(piensa que es el más antiguo de sus cartas que 
aún existe), Pablo ora por ellos, “Que el Señor os 
haga crecer y abundar en amor unos a otros,” en 
preparación para “la venida de nuestro Señor Jesús.” 
Para reflexionar: ¿Cómo puedo hacer que este 
Adviento sea un tiempo especial de gracia? ¿Hay 
algo en mi vida que necesite cambiar?

 

Por favor, recuerde en su oración, a todos los 
enfermos, al salir de casa, y la recuperación 
de nuestra parroquia. Además, orar por 
aquellos que sufren de condiciones físicas o 
mentales. 
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The Catholic Community of

Parish Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday

Parish Office: 
330-364-6661

After Hours 
Emergency Line: 

330-364-6662

Fax: 
330-602-7488

Youth Ministry: 
330-364-6661

Hispanic Ministry: 
330-432-0811

Tuscarawas Central 
Catholic Elementary 

School: 
330-343-9134

Tuscarawas Central 
Catholic High School: 

330-343-3302

613 N. Tuscarawas Avenue • Dover, Ohio 44622 • www.stjosephdover.org • E-mail: stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com

“In the spirit of St. Joseph, we lovingly serve Jesus Christ and His people.”“In the spirit of St. Joseph, we lovingly serve Jesus Christ and His people.”

u PARISH STAFF: Rev. James Hatfield, Pastor; Deacon Ronald Fondriest, Retired; Ms. Brenda Stilgenbauer, Pastoral Associate; 
Ms. Cindy Teynor, Director of Religious Education; Mrs. Kateri Renicker, Religious Education Secretary; Ms. Mary Maresch, 
Youth Ministry; Mr. Matthew Nadalin, Director of Music Ministry; Mrs. Jodi Lindberg, Bookkeeper; Ms. Diane Lemmermann, 
Coordinator of Family Life Center; Mr. Russ Clay, Church and Cemetery Maintenance; and Mr. Neal Kwasnicka, Custodian.

u FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Mr. Brian Bauer, Mr. Chris Chaney, Mr. Mark Clemence, Mr. Jack Dooling, Mr. Dennis 
Gonano, Mr. Jan-Michael LaBrake, Mrs. Brenda Pope, Mr. Frank Rose, Mr. Joe Sciarretti.

u MARRIAGES – Arrangements should be made through the Parish Office at least eight months before any other planning. 

u BAPTISMS – Baptisms are celebrated on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. (outside of Mass). Parents must attend the Baptismal Preparation 
Program. This is at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month in the Family Life Center. Godparents are also welcome to 
attend. Please pre-register by calling the Parish Office.

u BAUTISMOS – Bautismo en español se celebran una vez al mes después de la Misa el Domingo. Los padres y padrinos deben 
recibir charles de preparación en el Centro Familiar. Deben inscribirse llamando a las Oficinas de la Parroquia. 

u NEW PARISHIONERS – Please register in person at the Parish Office or complete a registration form (available in church). 
Please return to Parish Office or put in collection.

u BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – Please have bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 3:00 p.m. on Monday, or e-mail 
stjosephchurch@roadrunner.com.

Saint Joseph

Saturday – 4:00 p.m.; Sunday – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Mass in Spanish: Sunday – 1:30 p.m. Holy Days: Check inside of bulletin.

Weekdays: Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday & Friday – 8:15 a.m.
Confessions: Saturday – 3:00-3:45 p.m.; Sunday – 12:30-1:15 p.m., or anytime by appointment.
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When Professionalism 
and Knowledge 

Count... Call

2370 St. Rt. 516 N.W., Dover, OH 44622 • (330) 364-5571

Tlaquepaque
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

601 Wabash Avenue, Northwest
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
www.tlaquepaqueoh.com

(330) 351-8595

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths
& Dougherty Co., L.P.A.

405 Chauncey Avenue NW
New Philadelphia, OH

364-3472
James F. Contini II, Esq. – 

Parishioner

107 RAY AVE. N.E.
NEW PHILADELPHIA
330-343-9911

TO ADVERTISE HERE, 
CALL DEE PRINTING

800-292-9020
Compliments of

BEFORE & AFTER
Compliments of
ST. JOSEPH

SENIORS
New Members 
are Welcome

DOVER

Live Live well.well.

AN ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE

Laugh a lot.Laugh a lot.
Love Love 

your your 
life.life.
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330-
339-2455

Scott W. Booth 
D.D.S., LTD.

Family Dentistry
Quality, Comfort and Care

(330) 364-1566
404 Walnut St., Dover, OH 44622

• Retirement & Financial Planning
• Employee Benefit Solutions

•  Business Succession 
• Estate Planning 

• Insurance & Medicare 

899 E. Iron Ave. • Dover, OH 44622
(330) 602-2711 • gebfin.comElle Gebhardt, CFP®

elle@gebfin.com
Phil Gebhardt, AIF®, PPC®
phil@gebfin.com

Securities are offered through Mid Atlantic Corporation (MACC), a registered Broker Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Advice is offered through Mid Atlantic Financial Management, Inc. 
(MAFM), a SEC registered Investment Adviser. Gebhardt Financial Group is not a registered entity or a subsidiary or a control affiliate of MACC or MAFM. 
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Elle Gebhardt, CFP®
elle@gebfin.com

Phil Gebhardt, AIF®, PPC®
phil@gebfin.com

899 E. Iron Ave. • Dover, OH 44622
(330) 602-2711 • gebfin.com

• Retirement & Financial Planning • Employee Benefit Solutions 
• Business Succession • Estate Planning • Insurance & Medicare


