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Pastor 

Rev. Thomas M. Pastorius 

fathertompastorius@gmail.com 
 

Deacon 

James Tetreault 

jtetreaultepiphany@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 

Michael Rennier 

michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 

Elizabeth Svancarek 
 

Plant Manager 

John Ellison 

johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 

Trish Nerviani 

trishnerviani@aol.com 

STAFF 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 

Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
 

Weekday Masses Monday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am 

Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday, 

7:00-7:50 am or by appointment. 

Tuesdays, 5-5:20 pm 

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the 

  month.  Preregistration required. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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From the Desk of Fr. Tom Pastorius, 
 
1. Faith & Family: December 30th 
No faith and family programming this week because of the holidays.  Please 
consider taking this extra time and spending it with your family.   
 
2. New Years Mass 
January 1st is the feast of Mary Mother of God and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  
Mass is at 9 AM at the parish.   
 
3. Happy New Year 
Happy New Year to everyone.   Here is a prayer for you and your family. 
God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family be willing to begin 
anew with a clean slate. We know that you are always ready to forgive us. 
Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one another. 

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and our deepest de-
sires. Help us to live in the goodness that comes from doing what you want us 
to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and the past, so that we 
might live in peace with you now, one day at a time. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tom 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

P 
rolife “[W]e are facing 

an enormous and dra-
matic clash between good 
and evil, death and life, 

the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture 
of life’. We find ourselves not only 
‘faced with’ but necessarily ‘in the 
midst of’ this conflict: we are all in-
volved and we all share in it, with the 
inescapable responsibility of choosing 
to be unconditionally pro-life.”— Pope 
John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, 28 © 
1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used 

with permission. 

Stewardship “Hail, full of 

grace, the Lord is with you!” – Luke 
1:28  Faith is a gift from God. During 
this Christmas season take time in 
silence and pray to God. Thank Him 
for all the gifts He has given you. Try 
to set aside any anger or resentment 
you have and really open your heart 
to receive the gift of God’s grace. 

Our New Guide Book & Directory is Here!  Look in your mailbox for our new Guide Book & Directory.  

They should have arrived in the past week.  The advertisers helped provide this service at no cost to our congregation. 
We encourage you to think of them in the future as your needs arise.  If you are interested in advertising next year, 
contact amandavogt@guidebookpublishing.com for more information.  Please familiarize yourself with the ministries 
and organizations at our church located in the front of the book.  New this year, is an electronic PDF version of the 
Guide Section of the book which you can download to your computer, smart phone, or tablet at your convenience. 
 
To download the Online Gide Section: 
1. Visit www.Gidebookpublishing.com/booklist.php 
2. Click on our state followed by our city 
3. Click on the name of our congregation to download the book. 

Christmas Flower Power 
It’s not too late to contribute to the 
Christmas Flower Power Fund. Please 
use the envelopes located in the 
pews to make a donation. Thank 

you! 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Lectionary: 17 Gospel lk 2:22-40 
Spiritual Reflection:  Simeon and Anna had to be open to however God might 
appear to them.  I am sure they were a little surprised when God came to them 
as the child of this poor couple and not the child of some rich or political fami-
ly.  Just like Elijah who discovered God in the quiet whisper and not in the 
storm, Simeon and Anna discover God in the least likely of places.   
Spiritual Questions:  
1.  Where do you find God? 
2.  Where are good places for you to pray? 
3.  Where do you think people who can’t find God are looking?  

4.  How has God surprised you? 
5.  How do you see God in the poor? 

In celebration of the Holidays and the many non-business hours 
the staff puts into our Parish activities, AND because we have a 

GREAT BOSS, The Parish Office will be closed this week and 
will reopen on Monday, January 5th  

Marriage Encounter Are you 

looking for a New Year’s resolution 
that could change your married life? 
Why not make a commitment to do 
something to improve your good rela-
tionship and make it great – attend a 
Marriage Encounter weekend in 2015 
on February 6-8 or April 24-26. To 
find out more or to apply, click on 
www.stl-wwme.org or simply call 
314.469.7317. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2:22
http://www.stl-wwme.org
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LIVING OUR FAITH 

Spiritual Ponderings            7 Virtues of a Good Evangelizer 
 
We come now to the last two virtues that will help us become better proclaimers of the Good News of Jesus Christ.   I 
hope that our reflections on these virtues have helped you become better at telling others about Jesus Christ even if it 
has only been through your actions.  I also hope that you have learned what some of the non-productive ways of spread-
ing the faith are and I hope that you will avoid those in the future.  Let us, once again, turn to Mark Brumely and his 
book: How Not To Share Your Faith: The Seven Deadly Sins of Catholic Apologetics and Evangelization.  Quotes from his 
book will be in bold and my thoughts will appear in the normal font.   
 
6. Hope  
The Sixth Habit of Effective Apologists is the theological virtue of hope.  We already mentioned it in connection with 
prayer: turning to God in dependence on him in prayer is tied to hope.  Now we consider it directly, in itself.  Hope 
is the virtue by which we desire God as our highest good and firmly expect to enjoy eternal life with him, trusting 
and relying on him to provide us with the necessary means (CCC 1817, 2090).  Hope is the virtue of placing our con-
fidence in God because he is all-good and all-powerful.  Since he is all-good, he wants to save us.  Since he is all-

powerful, he can accomplish what he wants.  
 
In the few times I have heard Cardinal Dolan preach or read something that he has written he always seem to quote Leon 
Bloy who observed, “Joy is the infallible sign of God’s presence.”  I know that I am excited to be a Catholic because of 
the hope I have in God.  If God can overcome death then He can overcome any of my sins, imperfections, or mistakes.  I 
know that I personally have a problem showing joy because of my upbringing.  There are times in which I have think I am 
grinning ear to ear with the biggest smile anyone has ever seen but my outward face is flat lined.  Those who get to know 
me know, though, I am a joy filled man because of the hope that I have in Jesus.   
 
Spiritual writers point to two main sings against hope, presumption and despair.  Presumption expects God to save 
us, without our willingness to use the means he has established.  We sin by presumption when we judge ourselves 
capable of pleasing God by our own powers or when we think that God’s goodness will save us regardless of what we 
do or do not do (CCCC2090).  Despair by contrast, either denies that god can save us even if we use the means he 
has given us, or it denies that he wants to save us (CCC 2091).  In this sense despair is more than an emotional 
state; it is an act of the will to disregard God’s power and goodness. 
 
I truly believe that all virtues are in the middle of two vices and we see above that the virtue of hope is surrounded by 
the vices of despair and presumption.  I do my best in order to bring joy to my Heavenly Father but I strive to remember 

that God loves me whether I am winning or losing.  On the other hand,  I do not  want to take God for granted and so I 
try to live a life of gratitude.   
 
7. Charity 
Finally, we come to charity, the greatest of the theological virtues and indeed the “form of all virtues (CCC1827).  
Charity is the virtue by which we love God above all things for his own sake and love our neighbor as ourselves for 
love of God (CCC 1822).   
 
We must never forget the ultimate commandment is love God , neighbor and ourselves and those who do it the best 
should be our role models.  We should all be striving to become saints.   
 
Nor must we forget that God loves those with whom we argue, that they are made in his image, and that Jesus died 
for them.  This is the necessary link between love of God and love of neighbor for the sake of our love of God.  The 
one is inextricably bound to the other. 
 
God loved Judas as much as He did Peter the difference was Peter would ask for forgiveness and Judas did not.  Love is 
something that grows when shared and not something that diminishes. 

Save the Dates in 2015! The annual ‘Catholic Men for Christ’ and ‘Catholic Women for Christ’ conferences are 

coming soon.  The 8th annual Catholic Men for Christ Conference will be Saturday February 7th, 2015 at the Peabody 
Opera House.  The 6th annual Catholic Women for Christ Conference will be Satur-
day March 21st, 2015 at the  St. Charles Convention Center.  See 
www.catholicmenforchrist.org and www.catholicwomenforchrist.org for early 
registration discounts. 

http://www.catholicmenforchrist.org
http://www.catholicwomenforchrist.org
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES 

Sunday, December 28 

 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Sunday, December 28 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 7:00 am Parishioners 
 9:00 am Decease Members of the Ballentine 
  & LiCare Families 
 11:00 am Katie Bach 
 

Monday, December 29 
 8:00 am Zoe ZnnFranek 
 

Tuesday, December 30 
 8:00 am Morning Prayer 
 5:30 pm Carmen Real Castro 
 

Wednesday, December 31  New Year’s Eve 
 8:00 am Carol Simon 
 

Thursday, January 1 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 9:00 am Margaret “Peggy” Redfearn-Forness 
 

Friday, January 2 
 8:00 am Kathleen Kitchel 
 

Saturday, January 3 
 8:00 am Repose of the Souls of the Thien Family 
 5:00 pm Audrey & Gil Twellmann 
 

Sunday, January 4  Epiphany of the Lord 
 7:00 am Michael Kenny 
 9:00 am Eugene Bradley 
 11:00 am Parishioners 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 28, 2014 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 

Monday, December 29 

Parish Office Closed 

GSA School Closed 

 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH 

 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

Sunday, January 4  Happy Feast Day!!!! 

 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

 Noon - Liturgy Committee Mtg., CMR 

 4-6:30 pm - Parish Potluck, Gym 

Tuesday, December 30 

Parish Office Closed 

GSA School Closed 

Wednesday, December 31 

Parish Office Closed 

GSA School Closed 

Thursday, January 1 

Parish Office Closed 

GSA School Closed 

Friday, January 2 

Parish Office Closed 

GSA School Closed 

 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH 

 Wiffle Ball Tournament, Gym 

Saturday, January 3 

 Wiffle Ball Tournament, Gym 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH 

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 20-21, 2014 

Sunday:  Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ 

   Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21 or 
   3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 
Monday:  1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 
Thursday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 
Saturday:  1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Jn 1:29-34 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

Envelope ............... $5,418.00 
Loose ...................... $691.00 
Total ................... $6,109.00 
 

Christmas................... $20.00 
Christmas Flower .......... $10.00 
Flower Power .............. $30.00 
Haiti Missions ............. $173.00 
Immaculate Conception .... $5.00 
Kenrick .................... $257.00 
Maintenance & Repair .... $80.00 
Retired Religious .......... $20.00 
SVDP ........................ $25.00 
Solemnity .................... $5.00 
Votive ....................... $72.56 
Debt................................ $ ....... $1485.00(YTD) 
Tuition Assistance ................ $ ........ $980.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................. $ .... $10,804.00(YTD) 

Monday - Saturday 

 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

Jim Przada Dominic Caputa Kathy Kennebeck 

Mary Hipskind Kathy Hatfield Dan Nerviani 

Gloria Murabito Ann Bereswill Ethan Sonderman 

Sheryl McPherson Lynn Kuster Pat Campbell 

Matthew Joganik Edward Joganik Christine Weber 

 Rosalie Heuing  

Catholic Radio Make a resolution to listen 

to AM 1080 WRYT Catholic Radio in the New Year. Tune 
in to daily Holy Mass and the Rosary. Participate in live 
call-in shows on the faith. More info call (314) 752-7000. 
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS 

BOOK FAIR JANUARY 16 – 17 – 18, 2015 

Friday, January 16th - Preview Night  4-9 pm   $5 Admission 
Saturday, January 17th - 8 am-6 pm    FREE ADMISSION 
Sunday, January 18th      9 am- 5 pm   FREE ADMISSION 
Noon to 5 pm  $5.00 for a bag of books 
Tax exempt organizations eligible for free books Sunday at 
5:00 pm.  

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE, LARGE PARKING LOT,  
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

Thousands of books, music CD’s, vinyl albums, DVD’s, VHS 
tapes, puzzles and games.  Most paperbacks 50 cents and 
hardbacks $1.00   Rare and new books may be priced 
slightly higher.  Call 314-544-2162 for information 

ST. MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE PARISH CENTER 

Epiphany Friends Forever Volunteer  
Holiday Appreciation Open House 

We invite you to join us for appetizers and drinks at 
Babe’s Tavern, 3215 Ivanhoe on Sunday December 28th 
from 2-7 pm.  (Heated Beer Garden will be no smoking.)  
We thank you for your support of Epiphany Parish!  RSVP 
by December 22, 2014 to Matt Ellison, 314-647-9181 or 
email to: esasportsinfo@yahoo.com 

Parish Potluck Please plan 

to join us for our annual parish 
potluck.  The event will be held 
on Sunday, January 4, 2015, 
from 4-6:30 pm.  Once again, 
the parish will provide the main 
entrée and refreshments; We 
ask that you bring a side dish 
to share with your fellow parishioners.  This is not a 
fundraiser.  It is simply a time to gather with your fellow 
parishioners to enjoy the blessings of food and laughter.  
Please call the parish office, 781-1199 if you plan on 
attending or if you would like to help with set up. 

2015 Calendars We will be colleting 2015 calendars 

for residents of nursing homes and other institutions until 
February 1st. These calendars help brighten the days of 
many. Please place your donations in the marked box in 
the vestibule.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Attention all Highschoolers! There will be NO 

Saint Louis LifeTeen Dec. 31. 
Enjoy the time with your fami-
lies, and we will look forward to 
seeing you on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 7th for a Youth Mass & So-
cial!! Eighth grade families – SAVE THE DATE for Luke 18 
(February 13 – 15). Check out saintlouislifeteen.org for 
more details. Questions?  
Contact lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org or 314.288.8873. Soccer Program There will be an indoor soccer pro-

gram for boys and girls of the parish, ages 5-14.  The pro-
gram will start in early February and be conducted at Vet-
ta Soccerdome indoor soccer facility in Webster Groves! 
For more information, please call Marty at 314-393-1164. 

St. Martin of Tours TRIVIA NIGHT 
Supporting the Athletic Association! 

Saturday, January 17, 2015 

Doors open at 6:00 with Trivia at 7:00 
Runge Hall, 610 West Ripa Ave 63125      

General Trivia 
50/50 Raffle 

Attendance Prizes        
Silent Auction 
Beer & Soda  
Small Snacks 

$20.00 per person 
Teams of 8-10 

To reserve a table please call Rick Johner At 314-223-0232 

or email Steve Eirvin at Steveeirvin18@gmail.com. 

mailto:lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org
mailto:Steveeirvin18@gmail.com

