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MASS & SACRAMENTS 

Sunday Masses: 8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

Weekday Masses Monday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am 

Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday, 

7:00-7:50 am or by appointment. 

Tuesdays, 5-5:20 pm 

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the 
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Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  
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Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
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From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius, 
 
1. Beyond Sunday Capital Campaign 
Did you know that Catholic schools were founded in the United States because of the prejudices that Catholics ran into in 
the public schools?  At one time our public schools were filled with a great amount of hostility toward Catholics.  Our pub-
lic schools have instead of becoming more tolerant of Catholics, in many places, have become hostile toward all religions.  
In many places prayer in public (even if it is organized by the students themselves) is not allowed and many schools are 
actively bring in groups like Planned Parenthood to speak to children.  While Catholic schools are not the complete solu-
tion to the problems of the world, I do believe that they are part of the solution.  Many (if not all) our Catholic schools 
are safe places were children not only learn about God but also get to experience Him through the community life of the 
school.  In January you will be invited to make a pledge to this Capital campaign.  For now I would ask you to pray for the 
success of the campaign.   
 
2. Christmas Mass and New Year Mass Schedule   
Christmas Masses will be 5PM and 10PM on Christmas Eve and 8AM and 10:30AM on Christmas Day.  New Year’s Day is also 

the feast of Mary the Mother of God and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass times will be December 31st at 5PM and 9AM on 
January 1st.   
 
3. Christmas Decorating 
December 20th after the 10:30AM Mass, we will decorate our Church for Christmas.  We would like to invite everyone in 
the parish to help.    
 
4.  Blessed Christmas  
Medieval theologian Meister Eckhart once said: ‘What good is it that Christ was born 2,000 years ago if he is not born now 
in your heart?”  Thank you to our choir, liturgical ministers, Deacon James, and all who helped decorate the Church. 
Thank you for allowing Christ to be born in my and your fellow parishioners’ heart again. 
 
5. Seminary Collection 
I was trying to think of right words to encourage everyone to give to the special collection on Christmas for the Seminary.  
Instead of reinventing the wheel, I decided to just take the following from the seminary website (www.kenrick.edu).  
This year, more than 113 young men have come to Kenrick-Glennon Seminary to follow a call to the priesthood. 
Many of them already work in parishes like yours as they prepare for active ministry. Each Christmas, our seminari-
ans look to you to help with ongoing annual expenses. Our seminarians need years of formation and parish experi-

ence, classes, and spiritual direction before becoming priests but they cannot do it alone. The cost to prepare the 
men for parish work is significant. They are counting on you for continued prayers and support. 
 
6. Award Winning Writers in Our Midst 
 Danny Ranciglio (a parishioner and who attends St. Mary’s High School) and Abbey Smith (a parishioner who attends 
Rosati Kain High School), won the Annual Catholic Appeal Essay Contest for this year.  Their efforts and writing will help 
the Archdiocese raise money to help many people in our area who are in need.  Part of the reward that they will receive 
is a scholarship to help further their education. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tom 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Lectionary: 12 Gospel Lk 1:39-45 
Scripture Reflection:   “The Mother of My Lord” was a title reserved only the king’s mother.  Elizabeth bestows it upon 
Mary but yet Mary is the one who is serving Elizabeth.   
Reflection Questions: 
1.  What does it mean that Mary (the higher up in the social order) lowers herself to serve Elizabeth? 
2.  Is there a correlation between Mary conceiving Jesus through the Holy Spirit going forth and serving Elizabeth and 
Catholics at the end of Mass once we have received Jesus in us? 
3.  How can we better follow Mary’s example? 
4.  How does Mary’s action prefigure the actions of Jesus? 
5.  How can we trust in the Lord better? 

A big “Thank You” to everyone who helped cook, donate food & Money and delivered dinners. Especially, the 

Epiphany Men’s Club and EFF for helping us supply 110 dinners to people who might not have had Thanksgiving 
dinner without you. God Bless you all, Bill & Lynn Kloecker 

http://www.kenrick.edu
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1:39
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LIVING OUR FAITH 

Spiritual Ponderings             Hunting for God’s Church 
 
I hope you have realized by now that the title for this month’s spiritual ponderings, “Hunting for God’s Church”, was a 
play on Allen Hunt’s last name.  He of course is the former leader of a Protestant mega-church who converted to Catholi-
cism.  He shares his stories with his readers in his book: Confessions of a Mega-Church Pastor: How I Discovered the Hid-
den Treasures of the Catholic Church.  Let us look at a few more quotes from the book.  They will be in bold and my 
thoughts will be in regular font.  
 
We are on a venture, a journey of holiness, and this life is not a dress rehearsal.  We are preparing for God by be-
coming holy and blameless. 
 
The Catholic Church believes in the Universal Call to Holiness.  It is the belief that each individual is called to be holy.  
Holiness is not something reserved for priests and nuns but rather for everyone.  The word “holiness” derives it meaning 
from a word meaning “totally other” or “set apart.”  For example a chalice is holy because it has been set apart from 
other drinking ware to hold the Precious Blood of Jesus.  Catholics believe that each individual is set aside by God to be-

come holy.  We are “set apart’ in order to become the dwelling place of God and to be His messengers to the world. 
 
There is no holiness apart from love. 
 
Holiness is not prayer.  Holiness in Catholic terms means to love like God loves.  In other words to live out the law of love 
about loving God with your whole being, loving your neighbor, and loving yourself.  Everything our Catholic faith works to 
help us with these three goals: love of God, love of neighbor, and love of self. 
 
You begin to pray, you make time for worship, and eventually you develop a habit that leads you closer and closer 
to holiness.  In doing so, slowly, almost imperceptibly, over time, you become holy.  Holiness is your destiny if only 
you will cooperate with God.  Best of all, He will make you into what He intended for you to be in the first place.  
The best version of yourself. 
 
Fr. Henri Nouwen in his book Reaching Out: Three Movements in the Spiritual Life, talks about how people need to move 
from loneliness to solitude (self-acceptance and love), hostility to hospitality (love of others), and finally illusion to pray-
er (loving God for who He is and not who we think He is).  As we progress in one movement we advance in the others.  
For example coming to see God as the loving Father that Jesus reveals Him to be in the Prodigal Son story, helps me to 
realize that God loves me in spite of my sins and this allows me to see others as brothers and sisters in Christ and not 

competition for the Father’s love.   St. Irenaeus of Lyon said the “Glory of God is a person fully alive”  which means the 
glory of God is not someone groveling before God out of fear. 
 
As a Protestant, I found the saints to be just like these old photos in the basement.  I knew that the saints existed.  
After all, names like Francis, Thomas, and Catherine occasionally showed up in the literature.  But I certainly did 
not consider them as my own family.  
 
Saints care about what God cares about.  What does God care about?  The answer is us.  He created us out of love.  Why 
therefore would the saints not want us to succeed?  Heaven is about being “fully alive” and part of being fully alive is 
about carrying for others.  The following is illustration regarding the role of saints in our lives. 
 
Many of the alumni who have attended the university before you fill the seats.  The fans, the band, and your team-
mates are Wolverines.  You are family alongside them.  The Wolverine family.  They want you to win.  They consid-
er themselves part of your team even though their time at the university has already come and gone.  You are a 
part of a team who is encouraged by a huge team of fans not only in the stadium but also watching on televisions in 
bars and homes and listening on radios in cars and trucks all over the country.  Wolverines everywhere are watching 
you and cheering you on. 

 
In the same way, you are a member of the family of God, the Church.  Each time you walk into church for Mass, the 
saints surround you.  Your family stands and urges you onward toward the altar and the real presence of Jesus… 
Of course, we do not worship the saints.  Then again, neither do we ignore them.  They are our brothers and sis-
ters.  They sit in the arena and cheer for us, and they are on our team.  They have done what we hope to do.  
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13 

 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Pat Campbell 
 

Monday, December 14 
 8:00 am Eugene Cannon 
 

Tuesday, December 15 
 8:00 am Morning Prayer 
 5:30 pm Jay LeBlanc 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
 8:00 am Deceased Members of the Thien Family 
 

Thursday, December 17 
 8:00 am Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 

Friday, December 18 
 8:00 am Joseph LeGrand 
 

Saturday, December 19 
 8:00 am Deceased Members of the Casey Family 
  (Harry, Marge, Bob, John, Bobby & Brooks) 
 5:00 pm Pat Kenny 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 20, 2015 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 13 & 20 

Sunday:  Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:5-

10/Lk 1:39-45 
Monday:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 
20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday:  1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-8/Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14/Lk 1:57-66 
Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2
-5, 27, 29/Lk 1:67-79 
Friday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Acts 
13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night:  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-3, 11-13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn:  Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 
2:15-20 
Day:   Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 
1:1-5, 9-14 
Saturday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3-4, 6, 8, 16-17/
Mt 10:17-22 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 
84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-

17/Lk 2:41-52 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20 

 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Dora Newman 
 

Monday, December 21 
 8:00 am John Jankowski 
 

Tuesday, December 22 
 8:00 am Morning Prayer 
 5:30 pm Enrollees & Benefactors 
  of Epiphany Memorial Fund 
 

Wednesday, December 23 

 8:00 am Blanche O’Reilly 
 

Thursday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
 5:00 pm Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
 10:00 pm Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
 

Friday, December 25  Christmas Day 

 8:00 am Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
 10:30 am Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
 

Saturday, December 26 
 8:00 am Wendell Riggins 
 5:00 pm Lorraine Becker 
    

Sunday, December 27 Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 8:00 am Rose Leuthen-Herzog & 
  John, Paul Berdell Leuthen 
 10:30 am Parishioners 

Sunday, December 20 

 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR 

 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF 

 9:15 am RCIA, CMR 

 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 

Monday, December 21 

 10:00am - Ladies Guild Card Social, AR 

 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH 

 6-8:00 pm - Christmas Collection for Kaisey Page, AR 

 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

Sunday, December 27 

 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR 

 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF 

 9:15 am RCIA, CMR 

 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Tuesday, December 22 

Wednesday, December 23 

 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH 

 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church 

 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church 

Thursday, December 24  Christmas Eve 

 Parish Office Closed 

Friday, December 25 

 

Saturday, December 26 

Monday - Saturday  December 21-26 

 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

In observance of the Christmas and New Years Holidays, 

the parish business office will be closed from  
December 24th through January 1st. The office will reo-
pen on Monday, January 4, 2016. In the case of a true  

sacramental emergency, you can reach Fr. Tom by calling 
314-260-6261. Please be sure to leave ALL the following 
information with the operator: the reason for your call, 
your name, phone number, and the name of our parish. 
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS 

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12-13, 2015 
Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $4,878.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $211.10 
General Fund Online .... $607.00 
Total ................... $5,696.11 
 

Christmas ................... $10.00 
Christmas Flower ........ $107.00 
Immaculate Conception $318.00 
Kenrick ...................... $40.00 
Maintenance & Repair .. $138.00 
M&R Online ................. $80.00 
Solemnity of Mary .......... $5.00 
SVDP Online ................ $25.00 
Votive ....................... $32.25 
Debt ......................... $90.00 
Debt Online ................ $70.00 ........$886.00(YTD) 
Tuition Assistance Online $50.00 ........$409.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................ $ ............... $(YTD) 

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 5-6, 2015 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $6,516.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $206.07 
General Fund Online .... $572.50 
Total ................... $7,294.00 
 

Christmas ................. $152.00 
Christmas Flower ........ $288.00 
Immaculate Conception $134.00 
Kenrick .................... $227.00 
Maintenance & Repair .. $417.00 
SVDP ....................... $897.00 
SVDP Online ................ $10.00 
Solemnity of Mary ......... $32.00 
Votive ....................... $30.00 
Debt ....................... $102.00 ........$816.00(YTD) 
Tuition Assistance ......... $58.00 ........$359.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................ $ ............... $(YTD) 

Church Decorating  
Everyone is invited to help decorate our 
church for Christmas. We will be decorating 
this Sunday, December 20, 2015 starting at 
12:30 pm. Thank you for giving of your time 
and talents for your parish. Lynn, Mary Ann 
and Helen. 

Heavenly Dusters Need Your Help! We would 

like to start a Saturday Cleaning team, but we need new 
your help to make it happen! To volunteer and/or for 
complete information, please contact Dolores Sonderman 
at 644-0067 or call Trish at the parish office, 314-781-
1199. 

P 
rolife Events  
January 16 - Annual Roe v. Wade Memorial 
Mass at the Cathedral Basilica. 9:30 am 
Mass, Celebrant: Archbishop Robert Carl-
son 
January 21 - Young Adult Pro-Life Holy 

Hour & Fellowship. 7:00 pm - Co-sponsored by Office of 
Young Adult Ministry. 
Project Joseph: Spiritual support for post-abortive men. 
Held on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. Con-
tact Chuch at 314-974-6787 or email: cray-
mjr@sbcglobal.net. 
Project Rachel: Spiritual support for post-abortive women. 

For more information about the next meeting contact 
Mairsol at 314-792-7451 or email: mpfaff@archstl.org. 
Helpers of God’s Precious Infants: Meetings on the Third 
Sunday of every month at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Louis. 8:00 am Mass and Rosary procession to Planned 
Parenthood, located on Forest Park Blvd. 
If you need any additional information, contact Marilyn & 
Gerry Unger at 645-3483. 

Ethan Strauss Ethan Sonderman Mary Hipskind 

Vicky Tacchi Chris Perron Dominic Caputa 

Daniel Barr Christine Weber  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH 
LifeTeen Attention highschoolers! There will be NO 

Saint Louis Life Teen this Wednesday (Dec. 23rd) or next 
Wednesday (Dec. 30th). Enjoy the time off of school and 
with your families – we will see you back on Jan. 6th for a 
Mass & Social. As always, contact Lauren 
at lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org with any questions or 
check out www.saintlouislifeteen.org for more infor-
mation. 
  
Donations Needed! In order to be able to keep the costs of 
our March for Life pilgrimage down, we are in need of 
some donations (both items and monetary donations). 
Please check out www.saintlouislifeteen.org or contact 
Lauren for more information!  

November Men’s Club Alpha Winners: 
$100   Ray Blasé (H23) 
$25   Bill Hanneke (H23) 
$25   Cindy Lamb (H24) 
$25   Greg Mueller (G23) 
$25   Martha STegmaier (I23) 

Sunday and Christmas TV Mass 
For the Homebound 

Is someone you love unable to join us at church during 
this holy time of Advent and Christmas?  For the faithful 
at home or in healthcare settings, the Heart of the Na-
tion TV Mass brings spiritual comfort and the blessings of 
joyful hope in the coming of our newborn Savior.   

Sunday and Christmas TV Mass 
KTVI channel 2.2 at 9:00 a.m. 

Mass is also online at www.HeartoftheNation.org.  For 
those who can get to church, the TV or online liturgy 

does not fulfill the Sunday or Christmas Mass obligation. 

mailto:lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org
http://www.saintlouislifeteen.org/
http://www.saintlouislifeteen.org/
http://www.heartofthenation.org/

