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Phone: 314-781-1199 
www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 
trishnerviani@aol.com 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 

Sunday Masses: 8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the 

  month.  Preregistration required. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
Thank you to everyone who came and spent over two hours cleaning the Church last week. It was a big job but you all 
tackled it with joy and dedication. 
 

Gloria In Excelsis choir camp registration is now open! Last year, we had 60 participants between the ages of 4 and 14. 
They had a fun week together learning to chant and treated us to an absolutely beautiful Mass on the Sunday morning at 
the end of the week. They had a great time and also accomplished something really special. We are excited to be able to 
offer the camp again this year. The dates are July 15-19, 7:45 am-12 noon. For online registration and more info, go 
to: Epiphanystl.org/choir-camp 
 

Many of the kids from last year are already asking if they can come to camp again. If you didn't participate last year, don't 
miss out! 
 

VBS Save the Date – Our VBS this year will be July 8-12. Registration will open soon! 
 

Young Adult Night – Tuesday April 30. Join us for Mass at 6:30 pm and then head to Babe's to hang out. Have a beer or 
grab dinner. 
 

Mass Explanations – How is Our Lord symbolically “resurrected” during Mass? 
 

During Mass at a moment called The Fraction, the priest breaks the Host in half. This moment is symbolic of Our Lord's 
death as his body is broken. Shortly after, the Host is held up by the priest, held in such a way as to show the Host put 
back together again. Jesus is made whole again. This is symbolic of his resurrection from the grave. But even in his resur-
rected appearance, his wholeness is marked by a wound. A small piece of the Host has been placed in the chalice, his 
Body and Blood mingle and are shown to be his living Body. The mark of absence left on the Host is the sign of what he 
has shared with us (you might not see it, because the priest typically holds the Host so that the missing piece is hidden by 
his finger). A piece of himself is left with us, and that piece represents a seed of the greater reality. He is fully present 
with us already, even before we see him in Heaven. 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

Dynamic Catholic, Alive! – Easter Sunday: Jesus 
makes everything new 

Did you see the movie, “The Passion of the Christ?” In that 
movie there is a very touching scene where Jesus falls as 
He carries His cross to Calvary. His mother is nearby and 
as He falls she flashes back to when Jesus was a toddler 
and fell. In her memory she rushes to pick Him up and 
comfort Him. Then the scene flashes forward to the 

Blessed Mother rushing into comfort Jesus as He lays under 
the weight of His cross. When she reaches Jesus, He lifts 
up His hand and gently holds her cheek and says, “See 

Mother, I make everything new.” Jesus has risen and He 
has made everything new, including us! This is our oppor-
tunity to bear witness to that. There are so many people 

in this world that have no idea what Jesus did for us. Jesus 
humbled Himself for us, and we are called by His life and 
His sacrifice to share this good news. During the rest of 
the octave of Easter it would be a wonderful time to re-
flect on these questions: “How can we maintain the new-
ness that only Jesus provides” “How can we bear witness 

about Jesus to those we meet with our words and ac-
tions?” “How can we thank Jesus for His precious gift?” 

www.archstl.org/live-the-faith  

Feast of the Divine Mercy 
St. Gerard Majella Parish 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 2:30-4:00 
pm; Holy Hour at the Hour of Mercy 
(opportunity for Confession). My daugh-
ter, Jesus told Sister Faustina, know 
that My Heart is mercy itself. From this 
sea of mercy, graces flow out upon the 
whole world. ...I desire that your heart 
be an abiding place of My mercy. I de-
sire that this mercy flow out upon the 
whole world through your heart. Let no 
one who approaches you go away with-
out that trust in My mercy which I so 
ardently desire for souls (1777).From 
the Diary of St. Maria Faustina 

LifeTeen ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ATTENTION ALL 8th 
GRADERS AND HIGHSCHOOLERS! Please join us this 
Wednesday, April 24th from 7-9 pm at Bishop Du-
Bourg High School (please use Clifton Avenue en-
trance) for our 8th Grade Welcome and EASTER PAR-
TY!! Please see saintlouislifeteen.org for more infor-
mation.  

http://epiphanystl.org/choir-camp
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archstl.org%2flive-the-faith&c=E,1,51_nZ8q3LLu6hKPlyy3aKJCStCWefW_j2hIwSPwiaBlk0aRGsw3-YMEl0xJQkepke9ee59GqqUnXebTa6Wvnhqi2BAkF7iWiVFqyVHOZSMoGSszkGQg,&typo=1
http://saintlouislifeteen.org/
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Living our Faith 

A Perfect Gift...Soon after the birth of my son Charlie*, who has Down syndrome, a visitor asked whether he was 
“mild, moderate, or severe”—referring to his level of cognitive impairment. I knew the terminology, but the question 
shocked me. In my arms I held my beautiful baby boy, who defied easy categorization. Clinical labels may describe 
some aspects of an individual’s “functioning,” but they don’t tell the whole story. Labels could not describe how Char-
lie’s smile lit up a room or how the sweetness of his soul had captured our hearts so completely.  

Relationship Changes Everything...I have since come to understand that clinical catego-
ries also miss another important dimension of personhood: we are created to be in rela-
tionship with others. As Pope Saint John Paul II said in his encyclical Evangelium vitae 
(The Gospel of Life), “Within the family each member is accepted, respected and hon-
oured precisely because he or she is a person; and if any family member is in greater 
need, the care which he or she receives is all the more intense and attentive.”  

Charlie does well because we love him and attend to him out of that love. We make ac-
commodations to compensate for the challenges that arise, and his strengths become 
more apparent. He plays an integral role in our family’s happiness. For example, he is our 
most empathetic child—the first to notice and offer comfort when we are hurt.  

People often say, “I could never handle a child with a disability.” But the beauty of parenting is that you aren’t given a 
child with a disability. You are given your child with a disability. Your child enters the world in a relationship with you, 
and that changes everything. You are not called to “handle” a disability. You are called to love a particular person, and 
caring for him or her grows out of that love. The challenges that come with his diagnosis make up only a small part of 
life with our wonderful little boy.  

Stained Glass...I once read an article in which a woman discussed the reasons for aborting her child with Down syn-
drome. The deal-breaker was watching a boy with Down syndrome at a restaurant with his parents: they had to hand-
feed him a slice of pizza and wipe his face with a napkin.  

This hit home for me. We weaned Charlie off a feeding tube when he was seven, spoon-feeding him and often wiping 
his face afterwards. I wonder how many people saw us and decided a life like his isn’t worth living. Had anyone asked, I 
would have said, “It might look a little crazy from the outside, but he’s an amazing little boy, and it’s a good life.” 

It’s like looking at a stained-glass window from the outside: the colors look dark, and you can’t quite make out the fig-
ures. From the inside, however, with the sun shining through it, the effect can be brilliant. From inside our family, love 
illuminates our life with Charlie. What may seem dreary to others, perhaps even unbearable, is actually filled with 
beauty and color. We know, for instance, that Charlie worked hard to gain basic feeding skills that most people take for 
granted, and we are so proud of his valiant efforts.  

Perfection...Many parents want perfect children, and our culture is obsessed with superficial perfection. Photos are 
airbrushed, and social media depicts seemingly perfect lives. However, God calls us to seek perfection not in appear-
ance or abilities, but in love. 

Christians know what perfect love looks like—Jesus offering himself on the Cross. Love in a family where one member 
has a serious disability may look unappealing from the outside. Indeed, love in any family is messy; there are faces to 
wipe and sacrifices to make. It’s natural to fear that such sacrifices will require too much, but this is where the deep 
mystery of sacrificial love becomes apparent. 

In our family, we have found that our hearts, rather than being weighed down, have become larger. Caring for Charlie 
has given us more patience, more compassion, and more love for others—especially those on the outskirts of society, 
whom Pope Francis so often calls us to care for.  

A Fundamental Truth...Perhaps this is why so many families of children with disabilities, despite difficulties, often 
radiate joy. When I meet another parent of a child with Down syndrome, there is usually a moment of instant recogni-
tion and understanding. Our eyes meet, and we smile conspiratorially, as if we’re in on the same secret: the fundamen-
tal truth that every life is a good and perfect gift.  

Many know this on an intellectual level, but those who love someone with a disability see it in their loved one’s face in 
a particular way. Our love for our children has nothing to do with their abilities. We love them simply because of who 
they are, and understanding this teaches us how to truly love everyone. We also begin to understand our own worth, 
which depends not on our skills or appearance, but solely on the fact that we are created in the image and likeness of 
God and loved by Him. Our lives—all our lives—are worth living.  

*Name changed for privacy. The author has a Ph.D. in developmental psychology and has been advocating since the birth of her son 
Charlie* for children who are prenatally diagnosed with disabilities.  

Pope St. John Paul II, Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life) (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), no. 92. 

Excerpt from Evangelium vitae © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
[Excerpted] from Respect Life Program, copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All 
rights reserved. 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
View, download, or order the U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife  

 fb.com/peopleoflife | @usccbprolife | @ProjectRachel  

Our love for our children 

has nothing to do with 

their abilities. We love 

them simply because of 

who they are. 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, April 21 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Easter Sunday, April 21 
 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Jan & Ken Nicollerat (Wedding Anniversary)  
 

Monday, April 22 
 8:00 am John Jankowski 
 

Tuesday, April 23 
 8:00 am Mary Schoendienst 
 6:30 pm Rev. Eugene P. Selzer 
 

Wednesday, April 24 
 8:00 am Jeanne Feingold 
 

Thursday, April 25 
 8:00 am Enrollees & Benefactors of  
  Epiphany Memorial Fund 
 

Friday, April 26 
 8:00 am Rev. C. Robert Manning 
 

Saturday, April 27 
 8:00 am Katie Bach 
 4:00 pm Sheri Owen (Recovery) 
    

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 28 
 8:00 am Maureen Melo 
 10:30 am Parishioners 

Mass Intentions For The Week Our Parish This Week 

Monday, April 22 

• 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

• 5-9:00 pm - EFF T-ball, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

Saturday, April 27 

• 4:30 pm - LASM Spring Fling, Gym 

Tuesday, April 23 

• 6:30 pm - PSR, Church 

• 5-9:00 pm - EFF T-ball, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

Wednesday, April 24 

• 7:15 am - St. Pat’s Salad Makers, Gym Kitchen  

• 11:30 am - Ladies Guild Mtg., AR 

• 5-9:00 pm - EFF T-ball, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

Thursday, April 25 

• 5-7:00 pm - EFF T-ball, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

Friday, April 26 

• 7:30 am - 5:00 pm - GSA,  

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym 

• 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH 

Sunday, April 28 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

• 10:30 am - First Communion, Church 

Monday - Saturday April 22-27 

• 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of April 21, 2019 

Our Offering For 
the Week Of April 

13-14, 2019 

 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $3,217.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $256.11 
General Fund Online .... $914.00 
Total ................... $5,301.11 
 

Easter ....................... $55.00 
Easter Flowers ............. $84.00 
Holy Land ................... $15.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $75.00 
M&R Online ................. $60.00 
Priests Retirement ........ $15.00 
SVDP  ...................... $230.00 
SVDP Online ................ $45.00 
Tuition Assistance Online.......  $ ..... $1,405.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................ $ .. $115,319.64(YTD) 

Toni Berberich Sheryl McPherson  Tracy Limpert 

Jack McPherson Dorothy Kaup Nannette McPherson 

Maryann Morrow Karen Glanz Joan Huelsmann 

Dorothy  
Ackermann 

Ethan Sonderman Daniel Barr 

Ken Wisniewski Ellie Wisniewski Pam Devine 

Jim Boyer Pat Podnar  

Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
   [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or 
   Lk 24:1-12 or Lk 24:13-35 
Monday:  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,  
   9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday:  Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22  
   [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [3b]/ 
   Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/
   Lk 24:35-48 
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24,  
   25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday:  Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18,  
   19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/ 
   Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31  

I, II, & III , Mary Castellano & Joe Wilson 
wedding here at Epiphany on Saturday, 
April 27, 2019 at 1:00 pm. 

Are You Going On Vacation? Many of our par-
ish families are planning to get away for some summer fun 
and relaxation in the next few months.  We pray for that 
your vacation time will be safe and a source of many hap-
py memories.  However, please don’t take your parish of-
fering with you.  Each summer our parish office struggles 
to juggle the bills as Sunday offerings decrease significant-
ly.  If you find that you tend to forget your envelope more 
often during the less structured weeks of summer, please 
consider our electronic giving program.  Go to https://
epiphanystl.weshareonline.org/ It’s simple!  It’s safe!  And 
it keeps God at the top of your giving list even when you 
are away!  

https://epiphanystl.weshareonline.org/
https://epiphanystl.weshareonline.org/
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

Ladies Guild News 
Our regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
April 24th at 11:30 am in the Assumption room. 
Please bring an appetizer to share for lunch. 
Also, we will celebrate birthdays for the months of 
April, May, and June. “Have a blessed Easter” Mari-
lyn, Nancy, Gloria and Sue 

Annual Czech Spring Festival Historic St. John 
Nepomuk Church, (Tucker & Lafayette), is having its An-
nual Czech Spring Festival on Sunday, April 28th, 2019 
from 11 am to 5 pm. Dinners are $11.00 for Adults, and 
Children under 12, $5.00. The menu is Roast Pork or 
Baked Chicken dinners are served with Mashed Potatoes, 
Sauerkraut, Green Beans, Applesauce, Bread and includes 
Ice Tea/Coffee & Dessert. We will have Czech Beer, 
Wine, & Mixed Drinks for sale, Lottery Tree, Raf-
fles, Booths, Tours of the Church and Czech Music by 
Joe and Anna Polach & Peter Trio. We hope you can join 
us!   

GRADUATION GIFTS WITH SCRIP 

1. Make a college care package and 
pack it with all the essentials, 
shampoo, body wash, laundry de-
tergent, toothpaste, etc. These 
items will never go out of style. 

2. If your Graduate isn’t tired of read-
ing., buy them a book to help tran-
sition them into the adult world. 
Check out Adulting: How to Be-
come a Grown-up in 468 Easy (ish) 
Steps by Kelly Williams Brown. 

3. You can’t go wrong with gift cards 
or cash. Jazz it up a bit by making 
a “Money Tree” or “Money 
Wreath” (Pinterest has great ide-
as).  

4. Late night studying + coffee, cof-
fee, coffee. A Keuring and a K-Cup 
variety pack is the perfect study 
buddy. 

 

FEATURED RETAILERS 

The merchants represented are not sponsors of scrip fundraising or otherwise 
affiliated with Great Lakes Scrip Center. The logos and other identifying marks used 
are trademarks of and owned by each represented company and/or its aliates. 
Please visit each company’s website for additional terms and conditions. © 2018 
Great Lakes Scrip Center LLC  

Please see one of 
our volunteers to 
make a purchase 
or call Trish for 
more info,  
781-1199. 

Can you imagine that moment? Can you imagine the 
stomach drop with dizzying realization: "It's all true. All 
of it is true! The past three days weren't a dream that 
ended horribly wrong." Can you imagine all the doubts 
and despair of the past days chased away like smoke on 
the wind by a rolled up burial cloth? By an empty tomb? 
  
It didn't start that way, of course. "'They have taken the 
Lord from the tomb, and we don't know where they put 
him.'" This frantic news from Mary Magdalene would 
have been another unexpected blow. After all that hap-
pened, now his body has been stolen? The love and de-
votion in Peter and John is apparent. They don't wait to 
collect more information or stop by the tomb when they 
have a chance. They run to the site. When is the last 
time you ran for something? This isn't a run for exer-
cise, but a huffing and puffing bolt fueled by despera-
tion. Can you imagine that moment? The fear pounding 
in their temples, matching their accelerated heart rate. 
Can you imagine the impatient affection of John, who 
outruns Peter but refuses to enter the tomb alone? And 
then, upon entry, "He saw and believed." 
  
This is the drama of our great feast! The promise that 
seemed lost has been found. The dead are raised. Long 
before the Easter eggs and ham, we are invited to medi-
tate on this divine reality. We are invited to feel the 
desperation and joy of that first Easter Sunday deep in 
our bones. Because it is not just Mary's story. It's not 
Peter and John's story. It's our story. From the greatest 
defeat can come the most awe-inspiring victory, and 
this is true not just for our God, but for each one of us. 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia   

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

Parish Registration: Are You Registered? 
Did you know that demographic studies estimate that more than 1/3 
of all Catholics are not registered in a parish? If you are not 
registered in our parish, please consider doing so.  Also, please 
encourage your friends and family to register! 
Registering is important because: 

• If a parish doesn’t know who is out there, how can it adequately 
serve the needs of all – especially singles, divorced or young families 
who may not see the need to register?  

• When the services of the Church are needed - such as for a 
wedding, Baptism or funeral - it is easier if the person is registered. 

• Registered parishioners receive helpful information about our 
parish including liturgical and special event mailings. 
Registering is easy.  Simply contact our parish office today, visit us 

at https://epiphanystl.org/new-parishioner-registration or stop by the parish office! 

https://epiphanystl.org/new-parishioner-registration

