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First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 
trishnerviani@aol.com 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 

(6:30 pm Mass celebrated every Sun-

day with A traditional Latin Mass 

celebrated on the 1st Sunday of 

each month at 6:30 pm.) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the 

  month.  Preregistration required. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
 
Congratulations to the students in our 1st Communion Class who are going to make their 1st Confession this week. Please 
remember them in your prayers. 
 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is on Monday, Dec 9. Because the 8th falls on a Sunday this year, the 
solemnity gets moved. We'll have Mass at 8 am and 7 pm. The Sunday evening Mass on the 8th will still be the 2nd Sunday 
of Advent, not a vigil for Immaculate Conception. 
 
An evening for Young Adults. Sponsored by the young adult group Spirit and Truth, on Thurs, Dec 5 we will gather in the 
Church at 7:15 pm for Adoration, a short spiritual talk, confessions, and then Benediction by 8:15 pm. After, everyone is 
invited to the rectory for fellowship. Come for all of the hour or even just for a few minutes. This event is for ALL 
young adults. Spirit and Truth is a regional group, so please tell anyone who might be interested. If the evening goes 
well, the group may begin meeting here on a weekly basis, and it would be wonderful to have Adoration here every 
Thursday. 
 
Advent Evening of Recollection. At 5 pm on Sunday, December Dec 15, we will have a reflection given by our 
parishioner, Asher Gelzer-Govatos, on, "The Cultivation of Christmas Spirit: Cherishing Advent with T.S. Eliot's Christmas 
Poems." After the talk will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions. I'll have one other priest to help hear 
confessions that evening. The evening will wrap up at about 6:30 pm. 
 
The Rorate Caeli Mass this year is at 6:30 pm, Tue Dec 17. After the Mass, the PSR children will form a procession in 
honor of St. Lucy, whose feast day falls on Dec 13. 
 
Mass Explanations – How to Go to Confession 
 
Advent is here! It's a season of expectation and hope, a time of waiting for the arrival of Our Lord at Christmas, and also a 
time of penance as we prepare our hearts to receive Him (this is why the priest and deacon wear purple). I encourage you 
to come to confession soon, especially if it's been a while since your last confession. 
 
Some people are nervous and don't remember what to say or how to list their sins. Here are a few basic tips to help ease 
your nerves. The Confessional at Epiphany has 2 Red Lights (no Green). When 1 light is on that means a priest is there and 
available. 2 lights on means someone is currently making a confession. When you come in, kneel at the screen, or sit in 
the chair if kneeling is difficult, and begin by telling the priest how long it's been since your last confession, then list all 
the sins you've thought of from your examination of conscience beforehand. The priest will give you a penance and ask 
you to pray the Act of Contrition. If you've forgotten this prayer, it's printed out and available in the confessional, all you 
need to do is read it. And that's about it! 
 
Confession is easy, but also very important because it is the place where we bring our sins to light and God decisively for-
gives them. It's important for you to know that if you have a mortal sin on your conscience, you should refrain from re-
ceiving communion until you go to confession. 
 
We have confessions every week on Sunday 10-10:20 am, 6-6:20 pm, Tuesday 6-6:20 pm, and Saturday 7:30-7:50 am. We 
also have confessions available at the Advent Evening of Recollection. 

 
Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

Come to the Quiet A Guided Silent Retreat led 
by Dawn Stringfield January 3-5, 2020 Mercy Confer-
ence and Retreat Center  2039 N. Geyer Rd.  ◊ 63131. 
Do you find yourself inundated by the never-ending 
barrage of noise in the world? Is it difficult to still 
your mind because of the constant internal chatter? 
What would it be like to have a weekend of silence to 
be present to the moment? How would it feel to un-
plug the cell phone, tablet, and laptop and allow 
yourself time and space to listen more deeply to the 
Spirit within and around you? If you see yourself in 
these questions, then “Come to the Quiet” of Mercy 
Conference and Retreat Center for a guided silent 
retreat. Mindfully walk the labyrinth and our beautiful 
grounds; soak up the sacred space of our main chapel 
and two smaller chapels; read, reflect, journal, pray; 
or simply rest. For more information, please go 
to mercycenterstl.org. 

http://mercycenterstl.org/
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Living our Faith 

An Adoption Love Story  
My husband Bill and I have been married for six years. Having children and raising a 
family had always been our expectation. By the time we were married, most of our sib-
lings and friends already had children, so of course we were excited and ready to be 
parents ourselves. We soon learned, however, that having children of our own might 
not be so easy. 
 We made a few trips to multiple cities to be treated by wonderful doctors who 
have helped so many couples conceive, but everything we tried was unsuccessful. We 
felt so hopeless at times. Words can’t even explain this experience of loss. 
 Fortunately, our marriage only grew stronger, because we were there for each 
other and continued to rely on God. This didn’t always come easily, but it helped that 
Bill has a great sense of humor, and we were able to laugh at some of the crazy situa-
tions and conversations that come with infertility. 
 Since we knew our chances of becoming pregnant were small, it wasn’t very long 
before we started talking about the possibility of adoption. However, it wasn’t an easy decision, and I wondered if 
my heart was big enough to love an adopted child as I would my biological child. There were also so many other var-
iables to consider, one of which was the expense involved, and we had already spent so much money on infertility 
treatments. We felt we had no control, but God reminded us again that He is always in control and that we could 
trust in Him. 
 So with prayerful discernment, we decided to start the process of adopting a child from Ethiopia. However, af-
ter it took nearly a year to get on the waiting list, the adoption program was put on hold for reasons that were 
unknown to us. 
 We were so frustrated that we started to feel as though maybe we just weren't called to have children. We 
then heard from friends who had adopted a newborn baby domestically after only a few short months. With this 
new encouragement, we switched gears and decided to adopt domestically, picking a nationwide agency rather than 
a state agency because it is usually faster. 
 We were so excited but also rather scared. We would be chosen by a birthmother and would be required to send 
pictures and letters to her frequently. Most likely, we would talk with the birthmother over the phone and meet 
her at the delivery. And there was always the chance she could change her mind, even days after the birth. I didn’t 
know how I would feel about all this and wondered if we were setting ourselves up for more heartbreak. But all we 
could do was pray and try to leave it in God’s hands. 
 Four months later, we received a call that a birthmother in Florida had chosen us. She was seven months preg-
nant with a boy. We couldn’t believe it. We were finally going to have a baby. We talked with her a couple of times 
over the phone, and I never realized until then how lucky I was to marry such a talker, as Bill really helped the 
conversations flow smoothly. 
 On the birthmother’s due date, we received the call that she was in labor. Bill and I dropped everything and hit 
the road to Florida to meet our son. Words can’t even describe how we felt during that drive. We were so excited 
at the thought that we could be driving home with our son, yet at the same time we were so scared that we may be 
driving home alone. I wasn’t sure we could handle that disappointment, and I wondered what she would think of us. 
Would she regret that she chose us? What would I say to the woman who was going to place her child with us? 
Along with these and all the normal fears of becoming a parent, I was also afraid that I wouldn’t bond with our 
new son or feel that he was ours. 
 After arriving, we met the birthmother who was still in labor. She was so sweet and personable, and we sat 
with her to support her as best we could. A few hours later, our son Andrew was born It was the most surreal expe-
rience. 
 We spent the next day and a half with Andrew and his birthmother in the hospital getting to know each other 
a bit. It was hard to know what to say to her, knowing she was making the hardest decision of her life, knowing the 
pain she must be experiencing, and feeling that I was the one causing this pain. It was such an emotional roller 
coaster to hold and look at this precious baby, wondering if I would really be his mother. 
 Thankfully, the birthmother decided to maintain her decision to place her child with us. Later that evening, 
Christmas eve, Bill and I left the hospital with Andrew. It didn’t take long before there was no doubt in our minds 
that he was our son, the greatest gift from God! He really is our Christmas miracle. 
 Andrew is two years old now, and it is so clear to Bill and me that God picked him for us. We can’t imagine lov-
ing a child who we conceived more than we love Andrew. It is amazing how he fits our personalities so well. More 
and more every day we are so thankful to his birthmother for her selfless decision. 
 It is so hard to express in words what unique experience adoption has been for us. It has been quite a journey 
facing infertility, as well as so many unknowns and acts of kindness and sacrifice - all with so many emotions - 
which led to the growth of our family. There were times when our faith was shaken and we weren’t sure if we 
could handle our cross. But adopting Andrew has made us more aware of God’s power and of his love for us. We re-
alize that he always has a perfect plan for our lives. 
  
*Jenny and Bill (all names have ben changed for privacy) would lie to 
encourage you be open to the gift of adoption. Is God calling you to 
consider adopting a child or placing your child for adoption? To learn 
more information contact your diocesan office. 
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, December 1 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 9 am - 1 pm - Breakfast with Santa, Gym 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

First Sunday of Advent, December 1   
 8:00 am Connie Curran (Good Intentions) 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 6:30 pm Seamus O’Hagan 
 

Monday, December 2 
 8:00 am Cordell Edwards (Good Intentions) 
 

Tuesday, December 3 
 8:00 am Bernadette Copiano (Good Intentions) 
 6:30 pm Rev. Eugene P. Brenn 
 

Wednesday, December 4 
 8:00 am Peggy Bartoni 
 

Thursday, December 5 
 8:00 am Marge Essmann 
 

Friday, December 6 
 8:00 am Esther Klearman  
  (Conversion & Sanctification) 
 

Saturday, December 7 
 8:00 am Otto Busch 
 4:00 pm Don & Sean Welby 
    

Second Sunday of Advent, December 8   
 8:00 am Melvin Klearman 
 10:30 am Carol Mueller (Good Health) 
 6:30 pm Parishioners 

Mass Intentions For The Week Our Parish This Week 

Monday, December 2 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

Saturday, December 7 

Tuesday, December 3 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 6:30 pm -  PSR, Church, Gym & UH 

Wednesday, December 4 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

Thursday, December 5 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

Friday, December 6 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH 

Sunday, December 8 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Monday - Saturday December 2-7 

• 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of December 1, 2019 

Employment Opportunity 
Wanted: RN Part time to work with Jesuit priests in ac-
tive ministry. Occasional regional travel required. For 
more information please contact Ana Casey, RN at: 
acasey@jesuits.org or 314-758-7146. 

Sunday:  Is 2:1-5/ Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9  
   [cf. 1]/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 
Monday:  Is 4:2-6/Ps122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
   Mt 8:5-11  
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/ 
   Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 
   Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118: 1 and 8-9. 19-21, 25-27a  
   [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35— 
   10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19 [cf. 7]/ 
   Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 

Toni Berberich Theresa Turner Tracy Limpert 

Lou Tacchi Joan Huelsmann Larry Lopez 

Daniel Barr LaSheryl 
Hackenwerth 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Due to the upcoming holidays, 
the bulletin deadlines for the next several weeks have 
changed. Please  note the new deadlines: 
December 15th issue due Friday, December 6th 
December 22nd issue due Friday, December 13th 
December 29th issue due December 17th 
January 5th issue due December 18th 

mailto:acasey@jesuits.org
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

December 1st from 9 AM to 1 PM, 
hosted by Pack 281. 
 

ALL YOU CAN EAT pancakes & sau-
sage by Chris' Cakes. Coffee, tang, 
and milk also included.   
 

Photographs with Santa can be pur-
chased for $5 each. Adult breakfasts 

are $10. Children (3-11) breakfasts are $5. Children 3 and 
under are FREE. 
Craft area is free with purchase of breakfast. Cash, check, 
and card accepted. 

Breakfast with Santa 

KASEY PAIGE CHRISTMAS PARTY-  Mary Stahl is 
collecting toiletries and calendars for Kasey Paige 
Christmas party. There will be a box in back of 
church marked for those items.  Mary will collect 
them until the party sometime in mid-Dec. There 
will be NO calendars collected after that time 
and  the box will be removed from back of 
church as no more items will be collect-
ed.  Thank you for your contributions in           
the past and for any items you will                 
contribute for this year's event.   

Epiphany once again is sponsoring Adopt-A-Person for resi-
dents of Kasey Paige Assisted Living Home on Jamieson to 
ensure each resident has a Christmas gift. The suggested 
gift value is $25 per resident. There are over 100 resi-
dents in the home, so we really need your help. Volun-
teers will be in the back of church after all the weekend 
masses starting November 16th and 17th, or you can call 
Kris Ranciglio at 314-210-0916 for the necessary infor-
mation. If you can't shop, you can purchase Target or Wal-
Mart gift cards as gifts. Please call with any questions. 
Thank you for your generous support!  

The Knights of Columbus 
Ladies Auxiliary Council 
#903  will be selling raffle tickets 
for two-one hundred dollar gift cards 
today after the 8 & 10:30 am Masses. 

Our Lady’s Inn Maternity Homes 
is having their Annual Trivia Night – Saturday, 
January 18th at Chaminade College Prep School 
(425 S. Lindbergh). Doors open at 6:00 pm and 
trivia begins at 7:00 pm. Cost is $25 per person 
and $200 for a table of eight. For more 
information or to register, visit 
www.ourladysinn.org or call Katrina at 314-736
-1544. Guided by our Mission, Our Lady’s Inn 
provides pregnant women and their children 
shelter and hope for a new life through humble 
acts of love. 

Catholic Women’s Conference 
Join us for the Catholic Women for Christ 
Conference on March 7, 2020 at the Touhill 
Performing Arts Center! Enjoy speakers, 
Reconciliation, Adoration, merchant and ministry 
vendors, Vigil Mass, Healing Prayer, Relics, and 
more! Register now at 
catholicwomenforchrist.org. Ticket prices increase 
as the event gets closer. 

 
Catholic Men’s Conference 
Join us for the Catholic Men for Christ Conference 
on February 1, 2020 at the Touhill Performing Arts 
Center! Enjoy speakers, Reconciliation, Adoration, 
merchant and ministry vendors, daily Mass, and 
more! Register now at catholicmenforchrist.org. 
Ticket prices increase as the event gets closer. 

How ShopWithScrip helps organizations 

See one of our volunteers near the baptismal font to make 
a purchase or for more information OR call Trish at the 
parish office, 314-781-1199. 

Our organization’s gift card program is  
supported by ShopWithScrip® 

 
Your everyday shopping can make a big impact. 

A family of four 
can earn over 

$1,000 per year. 

Using gift cards to shop where you’re 
already shopping is a convenient way 
to raise money for an organization you 
car about. You can support our 
church’s operational expenses by 
simply shopping with gift cards. 
There’s no longer a need to buy prod-
ucts you don’t want or spend extra 
money to fund the things you love. 

Catholic Teaching on Poverty 
Sr. Connie Probst, OSF will be the highlighted speaker at 
the Catholic Social Justice Teaching Session, on "Poverty -
A First-Hand Look and Structural Causes", Wednesday 
Evening, December 4, 2019 at 7:00 pm. St. Alban Roe 
Church, 2001 Shepard Rd., Wildwood, MO in Mikesch Hall, 
below the Church. All ages 13+ are invited to learn first 
hand what the Catholic Church teachers on the social in-
justices that exist and what we can do to be part of the 
solution to reducing the effects of poverty here in St. Lou-
is. 

http://www.ourladysinn.org/

