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. Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time   December 22, 2019 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 22, 2019 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 
trishnerviani@aol.com 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 

(6:30 pm Mass celebrated every Sun-

day with A traditional Latin Mass 

celebrated on the 1st Sunday of 

each month at 6:30 pm.) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the 

  month.  Preregistration required. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
Welcome to all our out-of-town Christmas visitors, and safe travels to all of you who are traveling over the next week. 
 
Epiphany Parish Breakfast and Celebration You are invited! Join us in the gym at 11:30 am (right after Mass) on Sunday, 
January 5. We have a free, delicious breakfast. We have Bloody Marys! We have champagne! We have cake! Last year we 
had about 150 parishioners attend and we all had a great time. This year, we have a special entertainment planned. You 
don't want to miss it. No reservation necessary. 
 
New Year's Day Mass is at 9 am. It's a holy day of obligation, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. New Year's Day is a 
Wednesday. We will also have our regularly scheduled Tuesday evening Mass on New Year's Eve at 6:30 pm. I'll celebrate 
the Solemnity that night, too, so it will count for the obligation. Remember, though, that the evening masses at Epiphany 
are more "traditional," than the morning masses. 
 
A note about the music at the Sunday 10:30 am Mass Our choir director, Elizabeth, is going on maternity leave and will 
be out until at least February. It is very difficult to find a musician who is available every Sunday for a 2-month period 
(typically someone available for that long is looking for a permanent position), but we did find someone...until she 
injured herself in a home accident only a few weeks before we needed her. She is no longer available and on such short 
notice, we are not going to pursue a replacement. Our choir is more than capable of leading us in singing for the next few 
months, but we do need to make a few changes in the music until Elizabeth returns. 
 
These changes are ONLY for the 10:30 am Mass. 
 

• Lectors, please be ready to read the Psalm. 

• We will still sing hymns. The choir will lead us but there will be no piano or organ. 

• We will still sing all the usual Mass parts like the Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei. The exception will be the Gloria, 
which we will recite instead of sing. 

• Elizabeth was beginning to sing the opening antiphon and communion antiphon for us (which are typically Psalm 
verses that the Missal instructs us to use at each Mass). We are going to have a cantor continue to sing those for us so we 
can hear them. 
 
I want to let you all know what's going on so you don't worry that the changes are permanent (and in case you hadn't 
noticed yet that Elizabeth's temporary absence is a happy one!). I've always thought that our worship at Epiphany has a 
nice feel to it, that everyone here feels part of a community and our worship isn't a "performance." Knowing this, I think 
our singing and worship will be just great, although we will miss Elizabeth and hope she can make it back soon! 
 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Rejoice! The weeks of Advent waiting are over, and Christ is born!  
 
We rejoice in our Savior’s birth—remembering the great gift of faith He has given us through the mystery of His incarna-
tion and the saving power of His death and resurrection.  
 
Each year, the people of the archdiocese are asked to make a special gift on Christmas Day to support our seminarians at 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. These men are responding to Christ's call to follow Him as they discern a vocation to the holy 
priesthood. This year, more than 140 men have dedicated themselves to living, growing, and serving in His love as they 
prepare for a life of parish ministry. God-willing, these men will bring the faith given to us by Christ 2000 years ago to 
future generations.  
 
This Christmas, I ask you, once again, to pray for vocations and for all our priests and seminarians. I also ask you to be 
generous in your donation to the Christmas collection at your parish, which helps ensure that our seminarians receive the 
education and formation they need to grow closer to Christ each day. Your support is a source of inspiration for the semi-
narians and helps to build up the Church in St. Louis. Together, we can encourage our future priests to walk the path of 
holiness as they seek to configure their hearts to the Heart of Jesus Christ.  
 
Please be assured of my prayers for you during the season of Christmas. May the Lord of life come into your hearts and 
homes in a special way during this holy time of year.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson  
Archbishop of St. Louis  
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Living our Faith 

Healing Within Marriage From An Abortion 
 
 When Susan’s* husband, Juan, told her about the abortion he was involved in when he was in college, she finally 
understood why he was so depressed and had trouble bonding with their children. However, she wanted him to just get 
over it, without seeking help from a post-abortion healing ministry. It bothered her to think of him dealing with this in 
relation to another woman and child. 
 During Steve’s premarital preparation with his (now) wife, the topic of her past abortion never arose. Now married 
and participating in a post-abortion healing ministry, Steve notes, “It is one of the questions you never think to ask dur-
ing premarital preparation.” 
 With an estimate of over 56 million abortions in our country since the infamous Roe vs.Wade decision of 1973, 
there’s little doubt that countless marriages are suffering from one or both spouses’ involvement in an abortion. 
 Although many of the same struggles may arise when only one spouse was involved in a previous abortion, couples 
who aborted their own child before marriage may experience their own unique difficulties, as Tina shares: 
 ...I didn't think it bothered me until after we were married for a year and our son was born. I was so resentful 
that my husband hadn't protected me and our baby when I became pregnant before we were married. …I began to re-
sent and hate him. It was like a great divide between us. I couldn't and wouldn't let go of the anger and resentment, 
because if I did, it would be like saying the abortion was ok, and it wasn't. (Our baby died,) I was hurt, and he could 
just go on like nothing happened. 
 For cases in which one spouse is unaware of the other’s past abortion experience, some feel it is crucial for him or 
her to be told, while others believe it is in the past and it’s not necessary to address it. But if “the two shall become 
one” (Mt 19:5), can the marital union be brought to its fullest potential with the secret of an abortion lingering in the 
past? 
 Steve doesn’t think so: “...looking back over our 29 years of marriage, it is probably the one thing from [either] of 
our pasts that has affected our marriage more than any other.” 
 It is no secret that the devastation of abortion brings with it many challenges. Many times the people who have 
participated in an abortion are not even aware of the countless ways it is affecting their lives. Often, it is not until they 
recognize some of the effect it is having and become involved in a healing ministry that they begin to more clearly 
identify their personal abortion connectors (people, places or things that trigger memories of their abortion experi-
ence). 
 It is not uncommon for those suffering from past abortions to overreact to present situations because of the trau-
ma they experienced. For example, what would otherwise be a normal disagreement between spouses can seem like a 
very real act of abandonment to someone who was coerced into having an abortion. An abortion may also lead to infer-
tility or difficulty conceiving later in life, which bring their own emotional strains for a couple. 
 Fear of intimacy is another struggle that may arise. Some women and men have kept past abortion experiences a 
secret and live in the fear of being exposed. They never really open themselves completely to intimacy for fear of being 
rejected if their spouse ever discovered their secret. Others may not be willing to practice their faith because of the 
guilt and shame they feel, which deprives them of spiritual consolation and drives a wedge between them and their 
spouse. 
 It is scary for a person to tell his fiancée or her fiancé or spouse about a past abortion. It requires great trust in 
that person’s love for them and trust in God. Unfortunately, sometimes that knowledge can threaten the relationship, 
but it can also be a means for the couple to grow closer together. 
 Through the help of a post-abortion healing ministry, couples can successfully work through abortion-related chal-
lenges, and God’s grace can bring true healing in their relationships. Matt shared his own story of this experience: 
 I had a hard time learning about the abortion and was not sure if I in fact was still going to be able to marry my 
fiancée. Attending the retreat helped me to recognize that she was the same person I had loved the day before I 
learned, and that if God had forgiven her, I needed to forgive her as well. Through counseling and direction we have 
been able to work through the many feelings and fears I had, and I feel confident we are now able to work on any is-
sues that come up together, and move past them through the grace of God. I feel I am now able to love her the way 
God intended. 
 Significant growth can also result from working through the pain together as a couple. For example, the spouse 
that was not involved in their husband’s or wife’s past abortion may choose to “spiritually adopt” their spouse’s abort-
ed child. This spiritual adoption can be a beautiful way to unite the couple as the family God intends them to be, as 
Steve recognized: 
 I made the decision that this was part of what was brought to our marriage ‘in good times and in bad, in sickness 
and in health...to love and honor...all the days of my life.’ I take that vow seriously. We had to make this journey to-
gether. ... I now look upon it that I have two sons, the one [whom] she conceived before we met, and the one we con-
ceived together. Would it be any different if the child had lived and ... [were] here present in our lives? No!! The only 
real difference is that we have a child who is with God and who is working and praying for us. 
 Abortion affects countless marriages more than many people recognize. But there is no doubt that God will bring 
great healing to those who trust in his infinite mercy. If a past abortion can be acknowledged and addressed, a married 
couple can make great strides in experiencing even more fully God’s design that “the two shall become one” (Mt 19:5). 
 *The stories of Susan, Juan, Steve, Tina and Matt (their names are changed for their privacy) are just a few exam-
ples of the many marriages touched by abortion. To find out what pastoral resources for marriage may be available in 
your local area, contact your diocesan family life office. To find resources for post-abortion healing, visit HopeAfterA-
bortion.org. 
  
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New 
American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, 
D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. 
All rights reserved. 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
3211 Fourth Street NE • Washington, DC 20017 
Tel: (202) 541-3070 • Fax: (202) 541-3054 
www.usccb.org/respectlife 
Find us at facebook.com/peopleoflife! 
To order materials call toll-free (866) 582-0943.  
Copyright © 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, December 22 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22 
 8:00 am John Jankowski 
 10:30 am Deceased Members of the  
  Epiphany Class of ‘70  
 6:30 pm Parishioners 
 

Monday, December 23 
 8:00 am Blanche O’Reilly 
 

Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
 5:00 pm In Honor of our Christmas Flower Contributors 
 10:30 pm In Honor of our Christmas Flower Contributors 
 

Wednesday, December 25  Christmas Day 
 8:00 am In Honor of our Christmas Flower Contributors 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 

Thursday, December 26 
 8:00 am Wendell Riggins 
 

Friday, December 27 
 8:00 am Ken Wisniewski 
 

Saturday, December 28 
 8:00 am Katie Bach 
 4:00 pm Deceased Members of the Leuthen Family 
    

Sunday, December 29  The Holy Family 
 8:00 am Zoe Ann Franek 
 10:30 am Walter Learmont, Jr. 
 6:30 pm Parishioners 

Mass Intentions For The Week Our Parish This Week 

Monday, December 23 

• 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

Saturday, December 28 

Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve 

Wednesday, December 25  Christmas Day 

Thursday, December 26 

• 7 pm - Young Adult Adoration, Church 

Friday, December 27 

Sunday, December 29 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Monday - Saturday December 23-28 

• 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of December 22nd 

Our Offering For the Week Of December 14-15, 19 
 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $2,106.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $180.10 
General Fund Online .... $387.00 
Total ................... $2,673.10 
 

Christmas .................... $5.00 
Christmas Flower .......... $65.00 
Immaculate Conception ... $5.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $45.00 
SVDP Online ................ $70.00 
Solemnity .................... $5.00 
Votive ....................... $14.00 
Tuition Assistance ........  $35.00 ..... $1,011.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................ $ ................ $(YTD) 

 Anita Gilliam  

Toni Berberich Theresa Turner Tracy Limpert 

Lou Tacchi Joan Huelsmann Larry Lopez 

LaSheryl 
Hackenwerth 

Ethan Sonderman Daniel Barr 

Ben McPherson Todd McPherson Sherry McPherson 

Jack McPherson Nanette  
McPherson 

Dorothy Kaup 

Sunday:  Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/ 
   Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
Monday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and  
   14/Lk 1:57-66 
Tuesday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 
    27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79 
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29  
   [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Midnight:   Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/ 
   Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn:   Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/ 
   Lk 2:15-20 
Day:   Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/ 
   Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and  
   8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22 
Friday:  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/ 
   Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Saturday:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/ 
   Mt 2:13-18 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/ 
   Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Please note: In observance of the Christmas/New Year 
Holidays, the parish business office will be closed from 
11 am Friday, December 20th through Wednesday, 
January 1st. Messages will be checked daily for sacra-
mental emergencies. We ask that all other business 
wait until the staff is back in the office. Have a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Christmas TV & 
Online Mass  

for the Homebound 
 

Will someone you love be unable to join us at church this 
Christmas? Heart of the Nation will celebrate Christmas 
Mass on TV and online. 
 

TV Mass on December 25, KPLR ch. 11 (CW) at 10:00 am 
 

Online Christmas Mass: Christmas Mass will also be 
online throughout the day at www.HeartoftheNation.org 
For those who can attend at church, TV or online liturgy 
does not fulfill the Christmas Mass obligation.  

Please note: We will not celebrate an 8 am Mass on 
Christmas Eve day. 

http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=Y1FKtvLHzryJn2sHbvLVXAf3VD-2FiK4BuTsntoX7NgsKTqa0m2CsbfC-2BJkZ9cDTTA_o5eYjsgkE7C5duj1m-2B2BdpxWCCGqtxY8ixBWbCvUgjqoUgxXhPrn48Mu4wHuduqTXCa3ufc1-2BeRyWb4ePv-2BA1dAXt50qhCrNUvXW3QyHVOWx6NGlY7KX1z3Lbg9cySG6-2B6TteY3gLsGNQcMZE3
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

Kasey Paige adoption gifts can 
be brought up to the Assumption Room 
this Sunday evening, December 22nd, be-
tween 6 and 8 pm. Please make sure they 
are wrapped with the resident's name on 
the tag. If you cannot make it up at this 
time, please contact Kris Ranciglio 210-
0916 to make other arrangements. Thank 
you for making this Christmas a little 
brighter for so many! 

2020 EPIPHANY CO-ED VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT 

 
This tournament is a fundraiser for Epiphany Friends For-
ever formerly Epiphany Sports Association. The proceeds 
will go towards the maintenance of the gym and fields. 

 
The tournament is scheduled for Friday, January, 10th 

and Saturday, January 11th  The entry fee for each team 
is $75.00 made payable to Epiphany Friends Forever. All 
participants must be age 18 or older. It is always a great 

time!!!!! 
 

Due to shortage of referee’s we are asking that each 
team provide refs for the game immediately following 

your game. 
 

Please send your check and entry form to: 
Toni Otis 

6244 Odell St. 
St. Louis, MO 63139 

(314)322-0568 
toni.otis@yahoo.com 

 
 

2020 CO-ED VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT 
 
Team Name: _____________________________________ 
 

Coach:  _________________________________________ 
 

Coach’s Phone Number: ___________________________ 
 

Coach’s email address:  ___________________________ 

Please join us in decorating our 
church for Christmas. We will begin 
decorating at noon on Sunday De-
cember 22, 2019.  Many hands make 
light work. 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR! Our Lady of Sorrows 
New Year's Eve Celebration Tuesday, December 31, 
2019 from 7:00 pm - 12:30 am. Music and Entertainment 
by: The band - Hit List! with O.L.S. parishioners Paula 
Berner, Tom Engel, Chris Wagner & The Wolk Brothers. 
Cost is:$40.00 Per Person, Buffet Dinner (Catered by 
Lochirco’s) Soda, Coffee, Beer, & Wine and Champagne 
Toast at Midnight. B.Y.O.B.  All proceeds from the event 
will be donated to Our Lady of Sorrows Parish. For more 
information: please call or e-mail Marjorie Wolk (314)481-
1453 or mdwolk@hotmail.com Celeste Engel (314)599-3602 
or tee_monk@att.net. 
Please return the reservation form below with payment 
to: Our Lady of Sorrows 5020 Rhodes Ave. St. Louis Mo. 
63109. Reservation Deadline:  Sunday, December 22nd 
 

Last Name_______________________________________ 

First Name_______________________________________ 

# Attending________________________ 

Make checks payable to:  Our Lady of Sorrows 

Adoption Raffle Have you or 
someone you've known been touched 
by adoption?   
Adoption, even through non profit 
agencies, can be very expensive. The 
Archbishop Robert J. Carlson Adoption 
Fund was created to help build families 
through this loving choice. There are two 
ways you can help - buy a raffle 
ticket for yourself or as a gift for 10 
seats at a 2020 Cardinals Game in Suite 
33 bit.ly/adoptiongrantraffle  
... or just make a donation at 
https://giving.archstl.org/Product/
office-of-natural-family-planning-
archbishop-robert-s-carlson-adoption-
fund . Help build families this Season of 
Our Savior's Birth.  For more information, 
contact the melissabarnason@archstl.org 

The Knights of Columbus de-soto coun-
cil 903 will be having their Roses for Life cam-
paign on Jan 11th & 12th after all masses Please 
stop by and fill out a rose and turn the slip back 
in to one of our brother knights and keep the rose 
as a reminder to prey for the unborn, Donations 
can be made but are not required all proceeds 
will go to your Parish Pro Life Committee. 

For Unto Us, 
A Child is Born. 
 

mailto:toni.otis@yahoo.com
https://events.archstl.org/Product/office-of-natural-family-planning-cardinal-baseball-ticket-raffle
https://giving.archstl.org/Product/office-of-natural-family-planning-archbishop-robert-s-carlson-adoption-fund
https://giving.archstl.org/Product/office-of-natural-family-planning-archbishop-robert-s-carlson-adoption-fund
https://giving.archstl.org/Product/office-of-natural-family-planning-archbishop-robert-s-carlson-adoption-fund
https://giving.archstl.org/Product/office-of-natural-family-planning-archbishop-robert-s-carlson-adoption-fund

