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January 5, 2020 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 
trishnerviani@aol.com 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 

(6:30 pm Mass celebrated every Sun-

day with A traditional Latin Mass 

celebrated on the 1st Sunday of 

each month at 6:30 pm.) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the 

  month.  Preregistration required. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped us with the Epiphany Breakfast. I'm anticipating a super fun time with really great 
food and entertainment. 
 
Epiphany Parish Breakfast and Celebration You are invited! Join us in the gym at 11:30am (right after Mass) on Sunday, 
January 5. We have a free, delicious breakfast. We have Bloody Marys! We have champagne! We have cake! Last year we 
had about 150 parishioners attend and we all had a great time. This year, we have a special entertainment planned. You 
don't want to miss it. No reservation necessary. 
 
Low Mass in the Extraordinary Form - The Epiphany. Do you want your Christmas to go the full 12 days! Never fear, you 
can celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany with us at 6pm on Monday, January 6. In the extraordinary form of the mass 
(the Latin Mass), the feast day is not transferred to Sunday, so we can celebrate it on the correct date. (Note – all our 
weekend Masses including Saturday 4pm the 4th and Sunday the 5th will celebrate the Epiphany, too) 
 
Mass Explanations – Blessing your home with Epiphany chalk 
 
We have Blessed Chalk available on the blue table after all Masses this weekend. Take a piece and bless your home for 
the new year! 
 
Using the blessed chalk to mark the lintel of your front door (or front porch step) as follows: 
 
20 + C + M + B + 20 while saying: 
 
The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who became human two thousand 
and eighteen years ago. May Christ bless our home and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen.  
 
Then offer the following prayer: 
 
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your 
love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and 
in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

10  Ways to Support Her When She is Unexpectedly Expecting 
 
I had been brought up to believe that life is always a gift, but it certainly didn’t feel like one when I gazed 

in shock at a positive pregnancy test. As a mom who had my first baby in college, I know that an unexpected pregnan-
cy can sometimes bring fear, shame, and doubt.  
 However, I also know that an unexpected pregnancy can bring joy, excitement, awe, gratitude, and deeper love 
than I knew was possible - not to mention the little bundle who inspires these sentiments! About nine months after 
looking at that pregnancy test, I received the very best gift I have ever been given: my daughter, Maria*. 
 An unexpected pregnancy might be confusing along the way, but life - though at times difficult - is ultimately 
beautiful. Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. As someone who has been there, I encour-
age you to support your friend in her new journey of being a mother. 
 Not sure to help or what to say? Here are ten tips: 
1) Be available:  An unexpected pregnancy can send a woman into crisis mode. If your friend just found out she may 

feel she has no control over anything at the moment. Be aware of how she is responding to you. Listen to her and 
let her know you love her and are there for her any time she needs you. Don’t’ pass judgment on her either interi-
orly or through words or body language. 

2) Respond positively: When a woman experiencing challenging circumstances confides she is pregnant, the reaction 
of the first person she tells tends to set the tone for her decision-making. Avoid responding with shock or alarm, 
and be calm and understanding. Let her know you’re there for her and that it’s going to be okay. Pay close atten-
tion to her emotional state, and act accordingly. Depending on where she is emotionally, it may or may not be 
helpful to congratulate her at that time. However, it is always important to affirm that every person’s life - includ-
ing her child’s and her own - is precious and beautiful no matter the circumstances. 

3) Be honest: The journey through an unexpected pregnancy is not easy, and it’s okay if you don’t know the perfect 
words to say. Just be honest. Let her know you are there for her, and ask her how she is feeling and how you can 
support her. It’s a good way to open the door to communicate, and she may be grateful for the opportunity to talk 
freely with someone, She might become emotional at times, but be patient - let’s not forget hormones; the strug-
gle is real. 

4) Offer specific help:  Don’t be afraid to ask if she needs help with anything or to make specific offers to help. For 
example, you might offer to help with cleaning, finding a good doctor, or running to the store to pick up the one 
food that won’t make her feel sick. But remember to read her cues, and make sure you’re not being overbearing. 

5) Set up a support system: In addition to the standard baby registry, you can help her get other kinds of support by 
lining up much-needed, practical help. Think outside the box. Food=love, so take advantage of websites that allow                          
friends and family to sign up to make meals, send food deliveries, or simply donate money.      Continued on pg 3 
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Living our Faith 

Our Policy on Life Defies Both Logic and 
Decency 
 

"Life is beautiful. One's value is not contingent upon exter-
nal features, such as one's bank account, one's successes 
or one's lineage. A human being's value is intrinsic, not 
earned. Without this basic moral understanding, few of 
our laws would make much sense. Laws against murder, 
for instance, would fail to make sense if we did not deem 
human life to be intrinsically valuable and worthy of pro-
tection. Rather than choose an arbitrary starting point for 
valuing human life, we should go to the point when life 
begins. For this, science gives us clear understanding of 
when a new human life begins. Science tells us that life 
begins at the moment of conception ...... From the mo-
ment of conception onward, a new human being is present 
until that life is ended in a laboratory, by an abortionist, 
or at some point after birth. Sadly, our current life-
related policy in the United States ignores science, choos-
ing capricious points at which to protect innocent human 
life. Our current policy is inconsistent, defying both logic 
and decency."  
 

Senator Sam Brownback 

10 Ways to Support Her When She is Unexpectedly Expecting Continued from pg 2 
 

Some websites can even help organize other assistance like rides to the doctor, babysitting other children she may 
have, or help around the house. You can also look into what programs and assistance may be sponsored by your 
local diocesan pastoral care or Respect Life offices. 

6) Tell her she is beautiful: She may be feeling physically, spiritually, and emotionally drained with this pregnancy. 
Take the time to reassure her of her beauty, both inside and out, especially when morning sickness might make her 
feel otherwise. 

7) Help her recharge and relax: First-time mothers may have difficulty crossing that threshold into their new life as 
a mother. Your friend may be fearful that her life is “over,” so help her see it’s okay-good, actually-to still focus 
on herself sometimes. Even though she is a mother, she will still continue to be a woman, so affirm that it’s 
healthy and important to take care of herself - not only physically, but emotionally, as well. Help her to do things 
she really enjoys. Take her out for a nice meal, a movie, or a day of pampering. 

8) Reassure her it’s okay (and good) to be happy: It can be hard to be happy about a pregnancy that many people 
see as unfortunate timing at best and totally irresponsible at worst. Even if your friend wants to be happy about 
her bundle of joy, she may not feel she “deserves’ to show that happiness. Get excited about her pregnancy in 
front of her, and she may just feel comfortable enough to share her own excitement with you. Also, continue to 
show your interest and excitement throughout her pregnancy. Ask questions about her developing child. What is 
she learning at her doctor appointments? What names is she considering? Ask her what she thinks her baby looks 
like. Does she think they will have her eyes? 

9) Encourage her: Society tends to focus on ways that an unexpected pregnancy can be challenging. Help your friend 
to think of the benefits. Remind her of the fluttering kicks, somersaults, and maybe even dance moves her son or 
daughter will be rocking once they grow a little more. With mom’s groups and opportunities for play dates, there's 
a whole new social world to explore. And there are plenty of benefits to being a young mom - like having more 
energy to chase her kids around. 

10) Point out some real-life role models: Many amazing young mothers and birthmothers have experienced unex-
pected pregnancies and still followed their dreams. Other women have discovered that, even when unable to fol-
low their lives as planned, something beautiful and good came out of the twists in the road, bringing opportunities, 
growth, and joy they hadn’t imagined. Point your friend to some of the many websites, blogs, and social media 
accounts dedicated to supporting young mothers. And let’s not forget Mary, whose “yes” to bearing Jesus affected 
the course of history. The Blessed Mother is a great person to pour her heart out to, and she’s a powerhouse of 
intercessory prayer. An unexpected pregnancy can be a difficult  and frightening time, and it’s important that your 
friend knows you are thinking of her and supporting her. Although the tips mentioned can be helpful, don’t forget 
the most important thing is to pray. Even if it’s just a quick two-second prayer, prayer is the most effective way 
we can help. Pray for her, for her child, and for guidance in how you can give her the best possible support. Also, 
pay attention to how your friend feels most loved. One person might appreciate encouraging words, while another 
might feel more supported if you wash the dishes. Simple things - letting her know that you care and are always 
ready to listen, that you are available to help her, that you are praying for her - can give hope and courage when 
she might otherwise feel alone. Your support might be the only support she receives. Even if we never know how, 
the smallest things we do can change someone’s life. You can make a difference in her life. Will you? 

 
The author is now a married mother of four who works as an advocate for young mothers facing unexpected pregnan-
cies. She had her first baby in college and is a proud Catholic who supports life in every circumstance and at every 
stage. 
Find this article and many other materials at www.usccb.org/respectlife! Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washing-
ton, D.C. 

Stewardship “Then they opened their treasures 
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh." (Matthew 2:11) 

The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Je-
sus and opening their treasure chests for Him is an 
image that we should all try to follow each day. In 
gratitude for all that we have been given, we are 
called to generously share all of our gifts, not just the 
ones we pick and choose. God wants us to be gener-
ous with everything, but especially that one thing 
that means the most to us. 
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, January 5 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

• 11:30 am - Parish Feast Day and Celebration, Gym 

Sunday, January 5  The Epiphany of the Lord 
 8:00 am Marge Essmann 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 6:30 pm Robert Learmont 
 

Monday, January 6 
 8:00 am Esther Klearman  
  (Conversion & Sanctification) 
 

Tuesday, January 7 
 8:00 am George Heuing 
 6:30 pm Sr. Jane Behlman 
 

Wednesday, January 8 
 8:00 am Melvin Klearman  
  (Conversion & Sanctification) 
 

Thursday, January 9 
 8:00 am Robert Chesnut 
 

Friday, January 10 
 8:00 am Jerry Sigerest 
 

Saturday, January 11 
 8:00 am Dottie Krehbiel 
 4:00 pm Nick Cullman 
    

Sunday, January 12  The Baptism of the Lord 
 8:00 am Paula Jansen 
 10:30 am Kay & Margaret Bonastia (Strength) 
 6:30 pm Parishioners 

Mass Intentions For The Week Our Parish This Week 

Monday, January 6 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

Saturday, January 11 

Tuesday, January 7 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 6:30 pm - PSR - AR, Church, Gym, & Upper Hall 

Wednesday, January 8 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

Thursday, January 9 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 7 pm - Young Adult Adoration, Church 

Friday, January 10 

• 7:30 am -- 5:00 pm - GSA, AR, Gym, Msgr. Sullivan 
Field & UH 

• 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH 

Sunday, January 12 

• 9:00 am - Bible Study, CMR 

• 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

Monday - Saturday January 6-11 

• 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of January 5, 2020 

A Prayer Before Holy Mass 
Heavenly Father, 
 
I, Your unworthy servant, come to worship You in this 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. By Your grace, kindly help 
me to listen attentively, pray devoutly, and receive 
worthily the Sacred Body and Blood of Your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May Your Holy Spirit open the eyes 
of my heart to perceive more fully the great Mystery 
that takes place on the sacred altar. At this Holy Mass, 
I wish to pray in particular for the following inten-
tions: (here name them).      Amen 

 Anita Gilliam  

Toni Berberich Theresa Turner Tracy Limpert 

Lou Tacchi Joan Huelsmann Larry Lopez 

LaSheryl 
Hackenwerth 

Ethan Sonderman Daniel Barr 

Ben McPherson Todd McPherson Sherry McPherson 

Jack McPherson Nanette  
McPherson 

Dorothy Kaup 

Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
    [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/ 
   Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/ 
   Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/ 
   Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17  
   [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20  
   [12a]/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and  
   9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/ 
   Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

The Knights of Columbus de-soto coun-
cil 903 will be having their Roses for Life cam-
paign on Jan 11th & 12th after all masses Please 
stop by and fill out a rose and turn the slip back 
in to one of our brother knights and keep the rose 
as a reminder to prey for the unborn, Donations 
can be made but are not required all proceeds 
will go to your Parish Pro Life Committee. 

Our Lady’s Inn  
Maternity Homes is hav-
ing their Annual Trivia Night – 
Saturday, January 18th at 
Chaminade College Prep School 
(425 S. Lindbergh). Doors open 
at 6:00 pm and trivia begins at 
7:00 pm. Cost is $25 per person 
and $200 for a table of eight. For more information or to 
register, visit www.ourladysinn.org or call Katrina at 314-
736-1544. Guided by our Mission, Our Lady’s Inn provides 
pregnant women and their children shelter and hope for a 
new life through humble acts of love. 

Fifth Friday Dinner 
St. Francis Borgia Parish (Washington) will host a Fifth Fri-
day Dinner on Friday, January 31, 2020 from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m. in the grade school cafeteria, 225 Cedar Street, 
Washington, MO. Menu includes fried chicken, catfish and 
cod fillet, mashed potatoes, stewed tomatoes, macaroni 
and cheese, aholt German Potato Salad, slaw, green 
beans, dessert and drinks. Adults: $11. Children: (6-11 yrs) 
$5. Under 6: Free. Carry-Outs available For more infor-
mation, please contact the Parish Office at 636-239-6701. 

The 44th annual celebration of the Archdiocesan Mass 
for the Preservation of Peace and Justice on the holi-
day weekend commemorating the birth and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. takes place on Sunday, Jan-
uary 19, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of 
Saint Louis. Archbishop Robert Carlson will be the cele-
brant, and the homilist is Fr. Arthur Cavitt. A reception 
and awards ceremony in Boland Hall will follow Mass 
for the 2020 MLK, Jr. Model of Justice Honorees. For 
additional information please call 314.367.7929. Park-
ing is available at the Archdiocesan Parking Lot located 
at Lindell Blvd. and Taylor Avenue.  

Mass for the Preservation of  
Peace & Justice 

OUR LADY, QUEEN OF PEACE 
TRIVIA NIGHT(HOUSE SPRINGS)  
Proceeds go to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. The trivia event takes place on 
Saturday, January 11, 2020 at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 6800 Knights 
of Columbus Lane House Springs, MO 
63051. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., Trivia 
starts at 7:00 p.m. $20 per person or 
$160 per table of 8 people. Cash prizes 
available and other fun activities. For 
reservations: Ron or Dotty Sides 636-751-
5186 or dottysides@gmail.com. Reserve 
your Table Early! Non-smoking event, 
winter storm date (if needed) 2/1/2020. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Great Marriages Don’t Just Happen, 

Couples Make Them! 
“he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and com-
ing upon him.”  Encourage the Holy Spirit to enrich your 
marriage by taking part in a Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter weekend.  The next weekends are Feb. 7-9, 2020 and 
April 24-26 at the Courtyard Marriot in St. Peters, MO. 
https://stl-wwme.org/schedule.php or call or text 
314.649.7317.   

2020 Young Adult Pro-Life Holy Hour Can't 
make the DC March for Life this year but still want to 
take a stand for life? Then join young adults (19-39) 
throughout the archdiocese to pray for an end to abor-
tion and promote a greater respect for all human life. 
This annual archdiocesan event, co-sponsored by the 
Office of Young Adult Ministry and Respect Life Aposto-
late, will be held on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020 at 6 p.m. 
at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis. Dinner and fel-
lowship start in Boland Hall at 6 p.m. followed by Ado-
ration, the Rosary, and an opportunity for the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation in the Cathedral. Then return to 
Boland Hall to enjoy coffee and dessert while listening 
to a dynamic pro-life speaker! Email stlya@archstl.org 
or call 314-792-7555 for more information.  

http://www.ourladysinn.org/
https://stl-wwme.org/schedule.php
https://www.archstl.org/announcements#
https://www.archstl.org/announcements#

