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Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 4, 2020 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 

6:30 pm 

(A traditional Latin Mass is celebrated on 
the 1st Sunday of each month at 6:30 pm.) 

 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Exposition and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 7:30-8:15 pm (with 

reception for young adults after,  

hosted by Spirit and Truth St. Louis)  
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Contact the parish office to 

  Register. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Ryan for making his First Communion last week. It was a joy to be able to celebrate with you. 
 
Your response to Joseph Silver and his vocation story last week was overwhelmingly generous. We collected $1,375 to 
assist him in paying off school loans as he works towards entering the Benedictine monastery at Clear Creek. For the time 
being, Joseph is going to be living at Epiphany while he works a job to pay down those loans. 
 
We are now beginning our 21st week of being back at Mass together - approximately 216 Masses total. We have 
had zero incidents of community transmission of coronavirus, flu, or norovirus. There is no such thing as a zero risk envi-
ronment – there never has been – but our common sense approach to staying healthy and safe is working just fine. Thank 
you all for continuing to respect each other. 
 
Last week, I informed you all that we had a parishioner attend Mass the previous Sunday who later found out he was sick 
while he was here. He has fully recovered and feels great! Like the previous time this happened, no one else in the parish 
became ill (it has been a full two weeks now) We have also been running our PSR for over a month now with no incidents. 
I share all of this information with you to encourage you. 
 
Art Fair. We had a lovely parishioner, Mary Mosblech, who died last year. Mary was a talented artist who sold her work at 
a gallery in St. Charles. Her family donated quite a bit of art to the parish to sell, which was very generous. We'll have an 
art sale either in front of the Church (or in the rectory if the weather is bad) on Sunday Oct 18, from 11:30 am-1 pm. 
 
We have an Extraordinary Form High Mass at 7 pm on Friday, Oct 30. A women's schola called Polyhymnia will sing a 
Joseph Rheinberger setting, Missa Misericordias Domini op.192. If you like beautiful music, you will absolutely not want 
to miss this. 
 
A note on our weekend music. We are still officially discouraged by the archdiocese from gathering a full choir, but af-
ter talking to a number of parishioners and Elizabeth our music director, we do feel that we are ready to take a few small 
steps towards restoring our music at the 10:30 am Mass by reintroducing a few hymns and expanding the number of can-
tors we are using. Allowing for practice time, this may take a month or so to implement, but this is an FYI so you all know 
the direction we're moving in. I, personally, am very excited at the idea of hearing those beautiful voices offering praise 
to God again. As for the 6:30 pm Mass, the schola has recently started singing again and they sound amazing. If you've 
never heard them, it's worth checking out. 
 
Learning the Mass - Why is the Eucharistic wafer called a Host? 
 
In the Eucharistic prayer, the priest refers to "This pure victim, this holy victim, this spotless victim." In Latin, which is 
still the official language of the Mass, those words are "Hostiam puram, hostiam sanctam, hostiam immaculatam." You can 
see the connection now – the Host is the Victim. Those words, of course, refer to the sacrifice of Our Lord on the Cross. 
He is the sacrificial victim. So, the reason we call the Eucharist a Host is because it is really, truly Jesus in his fullness – it 
is his Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. He is both Crucified and Risen, both Victim and Conqueror. 
 
Here's the current Marian Hymn after Mass 
 
Salve Regina, mater misericordiae, vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra salve. Ad te clamamus, exules filii Evae. Ad te suspira-
mus, gementes et flentes, in hac lacrimarum valle. Eia ergo, advocate nostra, illos tuos misericordes oculos, ad nos con-
verte. Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. O Clemens, o pia, o dulcis virgo Maria. 
 

Fr.Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: The Tradition of Genuflection 
 
Questions: Why do Parishes Offer Special Masses like Thanksgiving and Memorial 
Day, even though they’re not Holy Days of Obligation? Am I obligated to attend? 
 
Answer: Out of respect for the various civil celebrations that take place during 
the year, many dioceses and parishes will host special Masses. However, while it 
is always worthwhile to come together to worship as a community, Catholics are 
not obligated to attend these celebrations. As the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church notes, the only times that we are obligated to participate in celebrations 
of the Eucharist are on Sundays and holy days of obligations: 
 
The first precept (“You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation 

and rest from servile labor”) requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord as 
well as the principal liturgical feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in the 
first place, by participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, and by rest-
ing from those works and activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days. 
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Living our Faith 

Join us virtually for an inspirational day of prayer, dynamic speakers, awards, 
and Walking with Mom’s ministry partners! 
 
REGISTRATION IS AVIALABLE ONLINE NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 14 AT https://
prolifestl.regfox.com/2020-respect-life-convention 
QUESTIONS: PROLIFE@ARCHSTL.ORG OR 314-792-7555 
 
REGISTRATION OPTIONS: 
Individual/Family Virtual Registration - $30 
Individuals, couples and families may purchase a single link to use on as many devices within their household as they wish 
to live-stream the Convention on October 18. Choose the Individual Virtual Registration ($30.00) option upon registering. 
 

Parish/Group Virtual Registration - $150 
Student, pro-life, parish and other groups may purchase a single link to use on as many viewing devices/screens needed 
for a live, group event at their school, parish or other group setting on October 18. There is no limit, beyond COVID-19 
guidelines, on how many people may be invited to that group “watch party.” This option is not meant to be shared for 
individual, at-home viewing outside of the group event. Choose the Parish/Group Virtual Registration ($150.00) upon reg-
istering. 
 

Premium Package Options - $25 Additional Charge   
If some of your family, group, school or parish are not available on October 18, we have an option for you as well! Plan a 
family or group watch party both the day-of and after the Convention through November 18 by purchasing either premium 
package option which gives registrants access to the Convention video recordings for 30 days. All premium packages also 
include day-of registration access. It is not a stand-alone option at this time. Choose either the Individual Premium Pack-
age (also includes 30-day recording access) ($55.00) or Parish/Group Premium Package (also includes 30-day recording 
access) ($175.00) upon registering. 
 

Complimentary Options 
All clergy, religious, seminarians, archdiocesan employees, and religious in formation are invited as our “virtual” guests that 
day. Invite them to choose the Clergy/Religious/Seminarian/Archdiocesan Employee ($0.00) option on the event website. 
Although registration information must be entered, no payment information will be required as it’s complimentary. 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS: 
We realize that many have been hard hit during the pandemic. Please do not let the registration fee prevent you or some-
one you know from joining us virtually that day as we have some scholarships available due to the generosity of our donors. 
Email maryvarni@archstl.org or cynthiahaehnel@archstl.org for details. 

Sunday, October 18, 10:00 am  
Live from the Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis 

Teen Track  
Pre-Release:  

Jacinta Florence, 
Students for Life  
Brian Westbrook, 
Coalition for Life 

https://prolifestl.regfox.com/2020-respect-life-convention
https://prolifestl.regfox.com/2020-respect-life-convention
mailto:maryvarni@archstl.org
mailto:cynthiahaehnel@archstl.org
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, October 4 
 8:00 am Rose Leuthen Herzog 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 6:30 pm The Tom Kutis Family (Special Intentions) 
 

Monday, October 5 
 8:00 am Connie Curran 
 

Tuesday, October 6 
 8:00 am Special Intention to Our Lady of Fatima 
 6:30 pm Michael Unger (Healing) 
 

Wednesday, October 7 
 8:00 am Barbara A. Peiffer 
 

Thursday, October 8 
 8:00 am Harold Haberman 
 

Friday, October 9 
 8:00 am Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 

Saturday, October 10 
 8:00 am George Heuing 
 4:00 pm Evelyn Marie Freund (Blessings) 
    

Sunday, October 11 
 8:00 am Parishioners  
 10:30 am Alois Unger 
 6:30 pm Steward Hilton 

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of Oct 4, 2020 

Our Offering For the Week Of Sept. 26-27, 2020 
 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $2,852.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $184.00 
General Fund Online .. $1,729.00 
Total ................... $4,765.00 
 

Maintenance & Repair     $113.00 
M&R Online ................. $30.00 
Mission Sunday ............. $35.00 
Permanent Diaconate ...... $5.00 
School Roof Fund .......... $50.00 
Votive ....................... $53.00 
Tuition Assistance ...............  $ ........ $416.00(YTD) 

In your kindness, please pray for the 
repose of the soul of  
Thomas Robert Pastorius, father of 
Rev. Thomas Pastorius. May his soul 
and the souls of all the faithful  
departed, rest in peace. 

Our Dearly Departed 

Ted Portell Christie Breaux  Jim Boyer “Nips” 

Toni Berberich Anita Gilliam Sharon Huck 

Jim Boyer Daniel Barr Larry Lopez 

Ben McPherson Todd McPherson Sherry McPherson 

Jack McPherson Dorothy Kaup Ethan Sonderman 

Joe Gummersbach Joan Huelsmann Steve Runde 

Nanette  
McPherson 

All Coronavirus 
Patients 

Deacon James 
Tetreault 



. 

. Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 5 October 4, 2020 

 

Parish Community News, 
Notes & Events 

Knights of Columbus will be hold-
ing our annual Tootsie Roll Drive in 
the parish Oct 10-11 after all the 
masses. Proceeds to benefit Cardi-

nal Glennon and Special Olympics. Thank you Council #903 

Lindenwood Area Senior Ministry (LASM) is excited to 
host the wildly popular Red and Black Brass Band 
on Sunday, October 18th!  You may have seen them 
performing around town or heard about them on local 
news sources.  The Red and Black Brass Band started 
playing together in the beginning of April, 2020.  The 
band had a mission of playing music for people during 
the initial St. Louis lockdown of the global Covid-19 
pandemic.  They marched down the middle of the 
empty St. Louis streets playing Second Line Brass Band 
music, a genre from New Orleans, Louisiana.  The band 
has continued to play this way for people inside their 
homes, on their porches, or standing in their 
yards.  Trying to spread as much music and joy as 
possible. 
 

That joy is just what LASM desires to bring to our 
clients and neighbors while also raising some funds to 
support our ministry’s programs and services.  So step 
outdoors with us to enjoy some light-hearted fun and 
safe/socially-distanced community!  Beginning 
at 3pm the band will march from the corner of Oleatha 
and Jamieson to Oleatha and Ivanhoe.  Left on 
Ivanhoe.  Left on Marquette. Right on Ivanhoe.  Left on 
Hancock, ending at the corner of Hancock and 
Jamieson.  LASM volunteers will be marching along 
with the band to share smiles and collect 
donations.  All are welcome.  Be sure to keep a safe 
social distance from others on the parade route and to 
bring a mask along.  Hope to see you on the 18th! 

LASM DANCING IN 
THE STREETS 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper Understanding Of Scripture 
 

Do you ever wonder why things never seem to come to-
gether? We see glimpses of consistency, equity, justice, 
peace, harmony, and wellbeing, but it always falls short. 
Human life is still expendable and manipulated, people 
are used for personal advancement, countries are at war, 
the economy continues to face turbulence, anger and frus-
tration are widespread, and happiness is the possession of 
just a few and not the many. Could it be that we are serv-
ing the wrong kingdom? We keep trying to make our king-
dom work and find ourselves still scratching our heads af-
ter repeatedly failed attempts to do so. It is almost as if 
people are saying, “we’ll get it right this time if we do 
… ,” as if some new and secret innovation has yet to be 
tried. 
 

We serve God’s kingdom. We may not like hearing that, 
but it is true. God did not make only a few of us. God 
made all of humanity and all of humanity is called into 
service. How often do we defer any of our decision making 
to God? Secular leaders enjoy winking at the Sacred Scrip-
tures and using them when they advance a cause, but are 
they really listened to? Even those who consider them-
selves believers tend to sift through God’s Word, taking 
what seems to fit and apply and discarding the rest. After 
all, if we were really serving God’s kingdom, we would see 
an abundance of fruit testifying to this fact. But what’s 
growing on the vine is anything other than good Gospel-
centered fruit. 
 

Nothing in this world or the next belongs to us. We have 
such a hard time believing this and live our lives as if eve-
rything belongs to us. And, the fruit does not lie. Trees 
that are neglected and not properly fertilized reveal that 
fact. They cannot keep these deep secrets from being dis-
covered. If God’s kingdom was really being served, then 
life would have looked much differently after the crucifix-
ion. By now, there would be plenty of fantastic fruit to 
harvest in abundance: faith, hope, love, prudence, tem-
perance, justice, and fortitude. Do we see these in abun-
dance around us? Why not? 
 

Still we grapple with ownership, privilege, status, and the 
protection of our rights. It’s all about us and what we 
want, think we need, and expect to acquire. When did this 
change of focus occur? We may be struggling with this 
since humanity’s day in the garden and have never under-
stood that the focus cannot be on us and the apple but on 
God and God’s justice. Maybe the only answer is that the 
Kingdom be taken from us and given to someone who is 
willing to do a better job. Is that the fate we really want? 
 

©LPi 

Living our Faith 

Everyday Stewardship - Gifts Given to Share 
 

Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 
 My oldest two children took piano lessons when then 
were younger. In fact, it was because my oldest wanted to 
learn to play so badly that we purchased a piano. He would 
use it for practice during his few years of lessons, and then 
my daughter took up the instrument. After a few years of 
lessons for each, restlessness set in and a type of indiffer-
ence took over. The lessons and the practicing came to an 
end.  
 My youngest had not expressed much interest in piano 
when he was younger. Then when he was a teenager, he 
asked for lessons. He began to play and now he plays even 
for fun and to relax. When his siblings try to play, they are 
stuck with the truth that those days are gone and since 
they gave it up years ago, they can no longer really play. 
In many ways, they were given a gift, but since they did 
not use and cultivate it, they lost it. 
 God gives us gifts every day and we too often act like 
those gifts will simply always be there. The truth is, unlike 
God Himself, many of those gifts are not eternal. If we fail 
to acknowledge them and put them to use, we risk losing 
them in the end. What a shame. What gifts might be slow-
ly slipping away from each of us due to our lack of interest 
and indifference? They might not be there if and when we 
change our minds. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 


