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July 4, 2021 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 
 

6:30 pm  (This Mass is often in the  

Extraordinary Form (Latin Mass)) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Exposition and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 7:30-8:15 pm (with 

reception for young adults after,  

hosted by Spirit and Truth St. Louis)  
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Contact the parish office to 

  Register. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
 

Please pray for the vocations of Michael Horn, our parishioner who has recently been accepted to the Society of Jesus 
(The Jesuits); Joseph Silver, our parishioner who is discerning a vocation with the Benedictines; and Joseph Lux, our pa-
rishioner who is in Kenrick seminary. 
 
There will be no daily masses or confessions July 5-10. This includes all 8 am Masses and the 6:30 pm Mass on Tuesday. 
On Saturday the 10th, there will be our usual 4 pm Mass and after that we return to our regular schedule. 
 
Online PSR Registration for the 2021-22 year is now open. The PSR year will begin on Tuesday, September 7. The soon-
er you register, the sooner I'll be able to confirm that we have enough teachers for the enrollment. 
 
Remember that the Archdiocese requires 2 years of PSR attendance leading up to the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
Thanks, everyone! 
Register online here - https://epiphanystl.org/psr-1 
 
Learning the Mass - Fire (From Romano Guardini's Sacred Signs) 
 
SOME cold, dull day in late autumn, when darkness is coming on, and the wide plain below as far as eye can reach is emp-
ty of life, and the mountain-path chill underfoot, and we are feeling very much alone, a strong natural desire comes over 
us for human contact. Then, suddenly, at a turn of the road, a light beams out. It comes like the answer to a summons, 
like a thing expectation called for, like a missing link in a series suddenly supplied. 
 
Or, you are sitting at dusk in a dreary room between blank walls among uncongenial furniture. A familiar step approach-
es, a practiced hand sets the hearth to rights, the kindling crackles, a flame shoots up and the room glows with comforta-
ble warmth. The change is as pleasant as when a cold inexpressive face suddenly lights up with friendliness. 
 
Fire is closely allied to life. It is the aptest symbol we have for the soul within that makes us live. Like fire, life is warm 
and radiant, never still, eager for what is out of reach. When we watch the leaping tongues of flame, as they follow every 
current of the draught, soaring up not to be diverted, radiating waves of light and heat, we feel how exact the parallel is, 
how deep the kinship. This fire that forces its way through the intractable material that impedes it and reaches out to 
touch with light the things around and make for them a center of illumination,--what an 
image it is of that mysterious flame in us that has been set alight to penetrate the whole of nature and provide it with a 
hearth! And if this aspiring, irresistible, life of ours were allowed to express itself outwardly, if it were given the least 
outlet, it also would break through and burst into flame. 
 
And with what strength it should burn before the altar where at all times it rightfully belongs! We should stand there 
close to the Sacramental Presence where God addresses himself to us and we address ourselves to God, concentrating our 
force and our intelligence in prayer and attention. We recognize in the lamp before the altar the image and representa-
tion of what our life should be. Its flame is never allowed to go out. 
 
As material light it has of course nothing to say to God. It is for you to make it an expression of your soul, like it burning 
out the force of your life in flame and light close to the Holy Presence. 
We cannot learn this all at once. It must be striven for. But each moment of quiet illumination will bring you nearer to 
God, and will carry you back among men at peace. You leave the sanctuary lamp before the tabernacle in your stead, 
saying to God, "Lord, it stands for my soul, 
which is at all times in thy presence." 
 
Here's the current Marian Hymn after Mass – 
 
Salve Regina, mater misericordiae, vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra salve. Ad te clamamus, exules filii Evae. Ad te 
suspiramus, gementes et flentes, in hac lacrimarum valle. Eia ergo, advocate nostra, illos tuos misericordes oculos, ad 
nos converte. Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. O Clemens, o pia, o dulcis 
virgo Maria. 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

Mission Appeal 
 
 Join with the missionaries who dedicate their lives so that others might come to know Christ 
and life in the faith that is our joy. On Saturday & Sunday, July 10-11th a priest from the Philip-
pines - Rev. Jay Philip H. Ramos of the Disciples of Mary will be sharing his missionary experience 
among the young.  
 We would like to invite you to take part in his mission apostolate through your prayers and 
donations as he reaches out to so many youth who are confronted by the serious challenges of 
addiction, materialism, violence and abuse. 
 What an opportunity you will have next weekend to respond to our baptismal call to take 
part in our church’s missionary challenge...and to receive the full graces of the Eucharist offered 
for us by this missionary priest.  
 Please be as generous as possible in responding to our Lord’s call to each one of us to 

take part in His mission to all people. 

https://epiphanystl.org/psr-1


. 

. Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 July 4, 2021 

 

Living our Faith 

Live the Gospel of Life: Respect Life Reflection 

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving message to 
the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing his very life for our re-
demption, Christ reveals the profound dignity of every human person. This God-given dignity does not change with our 
stage of life, abilities, level of independence, or any other varying circumstance. 

Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of us is made in the image and likeness of God, created to share in 
the very life of God himself. The human person is a “manifestation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a trace 
of his glory” (EV 34). And we must reflect this truth in how we act and how we treat one another.  

The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation of who we are as followers of 
Christ. In his earthly life, Jesus provided the perfect model for how we are to 
love our neighbor and live out the Gospel call: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40).  

Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a person for whom God has made 
us responsible” (EV 87). The Gospel of life is intrinsic to the whole Christian life 
and foundational to the decisions we make on a daily basis. For, “the Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the 
dignity of the person and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel” (EV 2, emphasis added). 

In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. John Paul II recognizes the full range of threats against human life, 
from poverty and malnutrition to murder and war. He places particular emphasis, however, on threats to life at its 
beginning and end—precisely when it is most in need of protection. In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs 
and those approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation. Prac-
tices such as abortion and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that human life is always to be cherished and de-
fended with loving concern.  

As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us reflect on how we 
personally live out the Gospel: Do I talk about and act towards others as I would talk about and treat Jesus himself? 
Do I inform myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in the civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support 
and advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend human life? Do I help pregnant and parenting mothers in 
need? Am I ready to support a loved one nearing death? 

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and courageously live his 
Gospel of life. 

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of 

the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

Gospel Meditation - Encourage Deeper understanding of Scripture 
 
It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss it. The seagulls hunting and diving for mol-
lusks at the beach offer a display of determination and precision as they gather their 
food for the day. It’s simply what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a magical artfulness 
and skill to their work that speaks volumes about the One who breathed life into their 
being. This is pretty much the way it is with God’s presence. God comes in common 
ways through common things and ordinary people. Sadly, we are so engulfed in our lit-
tle worlds of order and ideas to notice the beauty and wonder of it all. Many have 
numbed themselves to the Divine spark at the essence of all life because that’s just the 
way it is. What’s so special about it? A sunset is a sunset and a seagull is a seagull. 
That’s precisely what they thought about Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpen-

ter’s son? What merit can his words possibly have? 
 

If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so dramatic and intense that it knocks our socks off, then think again. 
When pondering God’s relationship with His people and God’s action in our lives, we have to go back to the stable and the 
recurring, creative, unending power of God’s presence. It was a quiet, run of the mill kind of night. There was nothing 
spectacular or extraordinary. To the naked eye, a woman gave birth to a child and there wasn’t anything extraordinary to 
see. We have a hard time understanding God’s ordinary-ness.  Jesus grew up in an ordinary town, had neighbors and did 
normal human things. Perhaps that’s why we don’t always like the Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us with extraordinary things 
but simply challenges us to take a different look at our ordinary stuff. That makes us uncomfortable. We prefer things as 
they are. Our lack of faith can even cause us to take offense at what Jesus says and does, dismissing it as folly. 
 

God’s life-giving presence continues to sustain that seagull in flight and keep all things in being regardless of whether we 
have the faith to see and understand this. Our personal agendas, preconceived ideas, misconceptions, and expectations 
can often cause us to be hardened and blinded to what God is doing or desiring to do. While God continues to do what he 
has done for all eternity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear fruit. The blinders we wear and the expectations we 
bring to life can often prevent us from seeing graced moments that radiate with God’s graceful presence. They also pre-
vent God’s transforming, healing, and hope filled vision for our world from being realized. Without faith, God won’t be 
able to do much for us either. 

©LPi 

“to imitate Christ  
and follow in his footsteps” 

The Gospel of Life 51 
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, July 4 
 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Jim Tapella 
 6:30 pm Patricia Lux 
 

Monday-Saturday July 5-10 
  NO 8 am Mass  and 
NO 6:30 pm Tuesday Mass 
 
Saturday, July 10 
 4:00 pm Donald Pujol 
    

Sunday, July 11 
 8:00 am Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 10:30 am Kathleen Barrett Price 
 6:30 pm Parishioners  

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Our Offering For the Week Of June 26-27, 2021 
 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $3,475.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $415.00 
General Fund Online .... $585.00 
Total ................... $4,475.00 
 

Father’s Day ................ $50.00 
Glennon Sunday ............ $25.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $167.00 
M&R Online ................. $30.00 
Peter’s Pence ............ $130.00 
Peter’s Pence Online ...... $20.00 
SVDP  ........................ $10.00 
Votive ....................... $25.00 
Tuition Assistance .........  $2.00 ..... $1,389.00(YTD) 

Please note: There will not be an 8 am Mass 
from Monday - Saturday, July 5-10, nor will there 
be a Tuesday evening Mass. For your 
convenience, Mass times for our neighboring 
churches are listed below.  
 

St. Ambrose: M-F, 6:30 am 

St. Gabriel the Archangel: M-F, 6 and 8 am & Sat 8 am 

St. Joan of Arc: M-S, 8 am 

St. Raphael the Archangel: M-S, 7 am 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Anita Gilliam All Coronavirus 
Patients 

Larry Lopez 

Axel Nuspl Phoenix Nuspl Sr. Carol Kopff 

Joan Huelsmann Mary Helen 
 Brindell 

Jimmy Santen 

Larry Unger Dale Kopff Ethan Sonderman 

Christie Breaux Ginger Ragona Sherry Mosley 

Jimmy “Nips” Boyer  LaSheryl Hackenwerth 

Readings for the week of July 4, 2021 

Happy Independence Day! 

20th National Conference  
for Single Catholics  

Join hundreds of single Catholics from across the country 
at the 20th National Conference for Single Catholics - Au-
gust 20th-22nd, 2021 at the Omni Interlocken hotel in 
Broomfield, CO. The weekend includes talks by dynamic 
speakers (Fr. Nathan Cromly, Fr. Thomas Loya, Mary Beth 
Bonacci and others!) as well as music, social events, Mass, 
adoration, opportunities for confession, fellowship, food 
and more. Register before July 5th to get the Early-Bird 
discount and enter promo code: NCSC21 for an extra $20 
off.  Visit www.NationalCatholicSingles.com for more in-
formation and to register. (Can’t find your question an-
swered on the website? Call 512-766-5798.) 

http://nationalcatholicsinglesconference.msnd26.com/tracking/lc/0abb26c5-9230-486a-a99e-57b820c2c363/b088fa61-447f-4e29-9edb-7b9585ce72e4/78567f22-5020-406e-99b4-6e86b50b2a2b/
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

LASM Case Management:  
Healthcare Directive 
 
If you missed our spring workshop 

about the importance of an advance directive for 
healthcare, you can still get a free copy and the oppor-
tunity to have it notarized.    
Contact Leigh Manalang to get a free copy published by 
the Missouri Bar Association. Our guest speaker, Carla 
Baum, suggested having this document reviewed and up-
dated every five years. Carla is an advocate for End-of-
Life Conversations and the founder of Meaningful Life, 
created to educate and support individuals and families as 
they determine and share their wishes for end-of-life 
care. You may contact her at 314-402-6624 or 
cbaum1life@gmail.com to arrange a review or to get help 
with completing and notarizing the directive.  
If you are physically or mentally unable to communicate 
your desires regarding medical treatment, your care could 
be left up to people who do not know you or what you 
want or do not want. These and other decisions are up to 
you, if you communicate them. Carla’s services are all 
free. Check out her website at 1life1decision1story.com 
--Leigh Manalang, LASM Case Manager 
314-376-4121 or leigh@lasministry.org 

Quarter Auction Mark your calendar for this years 
Quarter Auction, Thursday, October 14, 2021. We have 
really missed seeing you all and hope you will be able to 
join us for our Eighth Annual Quarter Auction. It is never 
too early to call in your reservation. We are also in need 
of donations. We could use any of the following items: 
small kitchen appliances, home deco, outdoor grilling, sun 
and fun, bath gift sets, gardening, gift certificates, bottles 
of booze or any new item you might not need. Help us 
make this year’s auction, an auction to remember. Send in 
your donations today. Please watch for more postings 
throughout the next couple of months. Thanks for your 
support! For more information or to make a reservation or 
donation, contact Trish at 314-781-1199 or email trish-
nerviani@aol.com 

Support Our Local  
Advertisers 
Our advertisers need your help 
during these difficult times! 
 
Please show your support for your 
parish by also supporting our ad-
vertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. 
Please encourage and remind 

others to show their support and shop local during these 
hard times! 

 
 
 

 
 

LUTCF, Agent 
Parishioner 
 

3304 Watson Road 
St. Louis, MO 63139-2015 

Bus 314-781-2290 
Fax 314-781-9399 

 
Www.judymcnamara.com 

Collection For The Homeless Please be aware. 
We're trying to collect NEW underwear 
for the homeless. If you have money to 
spare, please buy us a pair .... or 
two ! These are the most-needed items 
for the homeless and near-homeless 
families. Please make a contribution to 
this challenge:  Men's & Children's t-
shirts & underwear all sizes and colors. We will be col-
lecting through Summer & Fall. Donations can be 
dropped off to Epiphany Rectory. Checks & Gift cards 
greatly appreciated. Dominican Sisters & Associates - 
Questions call Katie Patterson, 314 645-2044.  

 

Why Do We Do That? 
Catholic Life Explained 
 

Question: Our Catholic grade school is doing a penance 
service this Lent. Do young children really need to go to 
Confession? How much sin can they really have? 
Answer: 
Ask any mom about her children and see how many would 
say she has a brood of perfect angels! Parents know that 
kids do things that are wrong … and they often know 
they’re doing it! Even toddlers have a sense of right and 
wrong. The Church recognizes that their minds and con-
sciences are not yet fully developed, however, and typi-
cally waits until age seven to offer the sacrament of Con-
fession. Around that age and beyond, most young people, 
when asked, can easily explain why something is wrong. 
Confession for children is an excellent way to help them 
reflect on their actions and accept responsibility for their 
behavior. It helps them to grow in their understanding of 
sin and how it affects others. This helps them to form 
their consciences and make better choices in the future. 
Most importantly, they learn the value of forgiveness, 
both given and received. Rather than singling out what’s 
wrong, Confession offers hope and a new start! Children 
can grow in understanding God’s unconditional love and 
develop a sense of inner dignity that transcends their fail-
ings. Not bad for five minutes and an “Our Father” or two!  

©LPi 

mailto:cbaum1life@gmail.com
http://1life1decision1story.com/
mailto:leigh@lasministry.org

