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First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2021 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 
 

6:30 pm  (This Mass is often in the  

Extraordinary Form (Latin Mass)) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Exposition and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 7:30-8:15 pm (with 

reception for young adults after,  

hosted by Spirit and Truth St. Louis)  
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Contact the parish office to 

  Register. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
 
Adoration to Defeat Abortion. The Supreme Court will take up the case of Dobbs vs Jackson on Dec 1st. If ruled in favor 
of the unborn it could give the right of states to enforce laws to protect our most innocent. Please come and pray for an 
hour or two on Nov 30 to Dec 1st. Sign up sheets for Eucharist Adoration will be in the back of church. 
 
Advent Evening of Recollection. At 5 pm, Sunday, Dec 12 is our Advent Evening of Recollection. We'll begin at 5 pm with 
a talk from Rachel de Almeida Oliveira. Rachel is a theology teacher at Villa Duchesne and has a wonderful talk prepared 
for us - A Very Mary Christmas: Preparing for the Nativity with Meditations on Our Lady from Caryll Houselander. 
After the talk, we'll have time for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and confessions until 6:20 pm when Sunday evening 
Mass begins. 
 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is Wed, December 8. We have Masses at 8 am and 7 pm. 
 
The Rorate Caeli Mass and St. Lucy Procession is at 6:30 pm on Tue, Dec 21. Join our PSR families for a beautiful Rorate 
Caeli Mass by candlelight and a procession in honor of St. Lucy. 
 
Christmas Masses 
Christmas Eve – Friday, December 24, 5 pm and 10:00 pm 
Christmas Day – Saturday, December 25, 8 am and 10:30 am 
 
Please note – there will be NO 4 pm Mass on Christmas Day even though it's a Saturday. Sunday, Dec 26 will be our regular 
Sunday Mass schedule. 
 
Our celebratory Epiphany Breakfast is on Sunday, Jan 2 beginning at 11:30 am. Join us in the gym to celebrate our par-
ish feast day. Free breakfast. Cake. Prizes. Entertainment! 
 
New group for discussion of academic theology and philosophy. Epiphany is hosting a new study circle centered on arti-
cles from Communio: International Catholic Review, an academic journal founded in 1972 by Joseph Ratzinger, Hans Urs 
von Balthasar, and Henri de Lubac. The group plans to meet bimonthly on the first Saturday morning to discuss review 
articles that will be provided free of charge. If you're interested in learning more about the first meeting on Saturday, 
December 4, contact Haley Eschbacher (haleyeschbacher@outlook.com) and Nathan Thompson (bosoxtedw9@gmail.com). 
Here's the current Marian Hymn after Mass – 
 
Salve Regina, mater misericordiae, vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra salve. Ad te clamamus, exules filii Evae. Ad te 
suspiramus, gementes et flentes, in hac lacrimarum valle. Eia ergo, advocate nostra, illos tuos misericordes oculos, ad 
nos converte. Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. O Clemens, o pia, o dulcis 
virgo Maria. 
 
Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, 
Hail our life, our sweetness, and our hope. 
To you we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 
to you we send up our sighs, 
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 
Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 
your eyes of mercy toward us; 
and after this, our exile, 
show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

New group for discussion of  
academic theology & philosophy 

 

Epiphany is hosting a new study circle centered 
on articles from Communio: International 
Catholic Review, an academic journal founded 
in 1972 by Joseph Ratzinger, Hans Urs von 
Balthasar, and Henri de Lubac. The group plans 
to meet bimonthly on the first Saturday morning 
to discuss review articles that will be provided 
free of charge. If you're interested in learning 
more about the first meeting on Saturday, 
December 4, contact Haley Eschbacher 
(haleyeschbacher@outlook.com) and Nathan 
Thompson (bosoxtedw9@gmail.com). 

Live the Liturgy-Inspiration for the Week 
 

Any human success requires vigilance. Opportunities and 
powerful moments of encounter can easily be missed when 
we are not attentive. It is all too easy today to live dis-
tracted and preoccupied lives. There is so much vying for 
our attention that it can be hard to be selective and really 
focus. Caught up in this whirlwind of busyness and anxie-
ty, we become tired and almost sleepwalk through life. 
Advent is a time to selectively focus. These beautiful four 
short weeks are a time to look backward and forward and 
be attentive to the human journey and God’s revelation. 
From the beginning of time, God has been seeking our at-
tention. He constantly reminds us of the justice he desires 
to bring and the promise of his abiding unconditional love. 
Understanding and growing in these truths requires alert-
ness so that we can be strengthened in our faith and pre-
pared for whatever will come. 
 

©LPi 
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An Adoption Love Story 

Living our Faith 

 My husband Bill and I have been married for six years. 
Having children and raising a family had always been our 
expectation. By the time we were married, most of our 
siblings and friends already had children, so of course we 
were excited and ready to be parents ourselves. We soon 
learned, however, that having children of our own might 
not be so easy. 
 We made a few trips to multiple cities to be treated 
by wonderful doctors who have helped so many couples 
conceive, but everything we tried was unsuccessful. We 
felt so hopeless at times. Words can’t even explain this 
experience of loss. 
 Fortunately, our marriage only grew stronger, be-
cause we were there for each other and continued to rely 
on God. This didn’t always come easily, but it helped that 
Bill has a great sense of humor, and we were able to laugh 
at some of the crazy situations and conversations that 
come with infertility. 
 Since we knew our chances of becoming pregnant 
were small, it wasn’t very long before we started talking 
about the possibility of adoption. However, it wasn’t an 
easy decision, and I wondered if my heart was big enough 
to love an adopted child as I would my biological child. 
There were also so many other variables to consider, one 
of which was the expense involved, and we had already 
spent so much money on infertility treatments. WE felt we 
had no control, but God reminded us again that He is al-
ways in control and that we could trust n Him. 
 So with prayerful discernment, we decided to start 
the process of adopting a child from Ethiopia. However, 
after it took nearly a year to get on the waiting list, the 
adoption program was put on hold for reasons that were 
unknown to us.  
 We were so frustrated that we stared to feel as 
though maybe we just weren’t called to have children. WE 
then heard from friends who had adopted a newborn baby 
domestically after only a few short months. With this new 
encouragement, we switched gears and decided to adopt 
domestically, picking a nationwide agency rather than a 
state agency because it is usually faster. 
 We were so excited but also rather scared. WE would 
be chosen by a birthmother and would be required to send 
pictures and letters to her frequently. Most likely we 
would talk with the birthmother over the phone and meet 
her at the delivery. And there was always the chance she 
could change her mind, even days after the birth. I didn't 
know how I would feel about all this and wondered if we 
were setting ourselves up for more heartbreak. But all we 
could do was pray and try to leave it in God’s hands. 
 Four months later, we received a call that a birth-
mother in Florida had chosen us. She was seven months 
pregnant with a boy. We couldn’t believe it. We were fi-
nally going to have a baby. We talked with her a  couple 
of times over the phone, and I never realized until then 
how lucky I was to marry such a talker, as Bill really 
helped the conversations flow smoothly. 
 On the birthmother’s due date, we received the call 
that she was in labor. Bill and I dropped everything and hit 
the road to Florida to meet our son. Words can’t even de-
scribe how we felt during that drive. WE were so excited 
at the thought that we could be driving home with our 
son, yet at the same time we were so scared that we may 
be driving home alone. I wasn’t sure we could handle that 
disappointment, and I wondered what she would think of 
us. Would she regret that she chose us? What would I say 

Ed. Note: Adoption is a wonderful gift. Though sometimes 
portrayed in negative ways by the media, most experienc-
es of adoption are beautiful love stories - such as the one 
Jenny* shares below. 

to the woman who 
was going to place 
her child with us? 
Along with these and 
all the normal fears 
of becoming a par-
ent, I was also afraid 
that I wouldn’t bond 
with our new son or 
feel that he was 
ours. 
 After arriving, 
we met the birth-
mother who was still 
in labor. She was so 
sweet and persona-
ble, and we sat with 
her to support her as 
best we could. A few 
hours later, our son Andrew was born. It was the most sur-
real experience. 
 We spent the next day and a half with Andrew and his 
birthmother in the hospital getting to know each other a 
bit. It was hard to know what to say to her, knowing she 
was making the hardest decision of her life, knowing the 
pain she must be experiencing, and feeling that I was the 
one causing this pain. It was such an emotional roller 
coaster to hold and look at this precious baby, wondering 
if I would really be his mother. 
 Thankfully, the birthmother decide to maintain her 
decision to place her child with us. Later that evening, 
Christmas Eve, Bill and I left the hospital with Andrew. It 
didn't take long before there was no doubt in our minds 
that he was our son, the greatest gift from God! He really 
is our Christmas miracle. 
 Andrew is two years old now, and it is so clear to Bill 
and me that God picked him for us. We can’t imagine lov-
ing a child whom we conceived more than we love An-
drew. It is amazing how he fits our personalities so well. 
More and more every day we are so thankful to his birth-
mother for her selfless decision. 
 It is so hard to express in words what a unique experi-
ence adoption has been for us. It has been quite a journey 
facing infertility, as well as so many unknowns and acts of 
kindness and sacrifice - all with so many emotions - which 
led to the growth of our family. There were times when 
our faith was shaken and we weren’t sure if we could han-
dle our cross. But adopting Andrew has made us more 
aware of God’s power and of his love for us. We realize 
that he always has a perfect plan for our lives. 
 
*Jenny and Bill (all names have been changed for privacy) 
would like to encourage you be open to the gift of adop-
tion. Is God calling you to consider adopting a child or 
placing your child for adoption? To learn more infor-
mation, contact your diocesan office.  
 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

3211 Fourth Street NE●Washington, DC 20017-1194 

Tel: (202) 541-3070 ● Fax: (202) 541-3054 

Website: www.usccb.org/prolife 

Models used for illustrative purposes only. © Veer Images. All rights reserved. Copyright 

© 2013, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. 
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, November 28  First Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am Katie Bach 
 10:30 am Larry Unger (Special Intentions) 
 6:30 pm Parishioners 
 

Monday, November 29 
 8:00 am Judy Hof ( Special Intentions) 
 

Tuesday, November 30 
 8:00 am The Tetreault Family 
 6:30 pm Rev. Francis Santilli (Special Intentions) 
 

Wednesday, December 1 
 8:00 am Dale Kopff (Special Intentions) 
 

Thursday, December 2 
 8:00 am Bob Chesnut 
 

Friday, December 3 
 8:00 am John & Elizabeth Buckley 
 

Saturday, December 4 
 8:00 am Ron Bozikas  
 4:00 pm Dorothy Kozemczak 
    

Sunday, December 5 Second Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am Don Yorker 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 6:30 pm Rev. Robert Altier (Special Intentions) 

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 

Joan Huelsmann All Coronavirus 
Patients 

Kay Gundy 

Joan Zacheis Gert Lopez Judy Hof 

We have updated our prayer list and removed names. 
If you wish for your name or your loved ones name to 
be added to the prayer list, please call Trish at the 

parish office, 314-781-1199. 

As the end of the year approaches, we begin to 
reflect upon the many blessings bestowed upon us. 
The end of the year also provides a great 
opportunity to thank God for these blessings by 
gifting to Epiphany. The benefits of income tax 
deductions, capital gains savings and other 
financial benefits are significant advantages that 
provide an incentive to make a gift at the year-
end. A gift can also help support Epiphany for years 
to come. 
 
There are many different ways of contributing a 
gift. However, two of the easiest and most direct 
methods to gift are donations of cash and 
appreciated stock or other investments. You can 
also make other financially advantageous gifts such 
as real estate, life insurance, charitable remainder 
trusts, gift annuities, will/trust bequests and IRA/
retirement accounts. 
 
For more information on how you can help make a 
difference by contributing a year-end gift to 
Epiphany, please contact the parish office, 314-781
-1199 or the Office of Stewardship and the Annual 
Catholic Appeal's Planned Giving Department at 
314.792.7680. 

Consider Making a  
Year-End Gift to Epiphany 

Why Do We Do That? 
  Catholic Life Explained 
Question: 
How are the feasts of the baptism of Jesus and the ac-
count of the wedding feast of Cana related to the Epipha-
ny celebration?  
Answer:  
 The Epiphany season focuses on revealing Jesus to the 
world. Following the Christmas celebration, the liturgical 
year lays out a series of manifestation points in which Je-
sus is made publicly known. From its very beginning, the 
Christian community highlighted three events in the life of 
Jesus. These are the Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord 
and the wedding feast at Cana.  
 The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gen-
tiles, represented by the magi from the East. The ac-
counts of Jesus' baptism reveal his identity and mission, 
along with exposing him to those to whom he was sent to 
minister. The miracle of turning water to wine at the wed-
ding feast of Cana, unique to John's Gospel, is the first 
public sign that Jesus performs, thus manifesting his pub-
lic identity and his powers.  
 Today in the Roman Church, these are usually cele-
brated on three successive Sundays: Epiphany, the Bap-
tism of the Lord which is usually the next Sunday, and the 
wedding feast of Cana, which is proclaimed on the 2nd 
Sunday of Ordinary Time in lectionary year C.  
 These feasts connect around the concept of epipha-
ny, public manifestation of Jesus to the world. They help 
us get to know more intimately who Jesus is and what he 
is about. Spend some time delving more deeply into your 
understanding of who Jesus is. Continue to cultivate these 
"epiphany" moments in your life. 

Bulletin Deadline:  
 
Due to the Holidays, our bulletin deadlines have been ad-
justed. Please note the new deadlines:  
 
December 12th issue is due by Friday, December 3rd. 
December 19th issue is due by Thursday, December 10th. 
December 26th issue is due by Wed., December 15th. 
January 2nd issue is due by Monday, December 20th. 
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

Soccer Camp There will be an indoor winter soccer 
camp for boys and girls of the parish ages 5 –12. The camp 
will be conducted at a new indoor facility in the city 
called Futbol Blub STL. The facility is located at the inter-
section of Kingshighway and Manchester. The camp will 
start in early December. For more information, please call 
Marty at 314-393-1164. 

Bishop DuBourg Breakfast With Santa 
You and your family are invited to join us for Break-
fast with Santa on Saturday, December 4th from  
9-11 am in the DB Café. Cost is $12 per person, chil-
dren under 2 are free. Breakfast provided by Chris’ 
Pancakes. Activities, Music, food, and SANTA!. 
Questions - Email Acalloni@bishopdubourg.org 

Dear Epiphany Parishioners, 
 
Thank you for your gift to Our Lady’s Inn and for 
partnering with us in providing a refuge for pregnant 
women in crisis. With your support, thee young women 
and their children find safety, nourishment for mind and 
body, and are empowered to chase their dreams of 
motherhood, family, education, and employment. 
 
Thank you for believing in this work. Thank you for 
showing these young mothers that they have worth and 
their children are valued. 
 

Amy Rager 
Development Director 

Ladies Guild News… 
 We are planning our Christmas Party at Pietros on 
Wednesday, December 15th at 11:30 am. A $10 reser-
vation is needed. We will be collecting at November 
meeting or send to Jan Holmes at 6225 Arsenal St., 
phone 314-644-4299.  
 Since this is the holiday season, lets try and help 
our St. Vincent DePaul, by bringing a nonperishable 
item or two, and help build their pantry. Thank You! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Cardinal Calendars 
The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary Will be get-
ting the Cardinal Calendars in early December. SO SAVE 
THE DATE: We will be selling the Cardinal Calendar at 
Epiphany of Saturday and Sunday , December 11th and 
12th after all the Masses. The calendars cost $16. We 
accept cash or checks. The calendars make great stock-
ing stuffers and are filled with many coupons. If you 
would like to pre-order your calendar, please call Maria 
Gray at 314-320-6883. Maria would be happy to deliver 
your calendars to you. 

    Monday’s in November   
Open  Bowling at  
Epiphany Lanes 

 
 Hours:  6 - 9 pm 
 Price:  $10.00 per person 
 
Includes: Unlimited Bowling & Shoe Rental. Feel free to 
call ahead to check lane availability. 4 people per lane 
maximum. Appetizers, Pizza, and Beverages available for 
additional purchase. 
 

Epiphany Bowling Lanes 
3164 Ivanhoe Avenue 
St. Louis, MO  63139 

(314)781-2276 

37th Annual Holiday 
Christmas Festival 

will be on Saturday, December 4 & 
Sunday, December 5 in Ste. Gene-
vieve, MO. The following FREE Con-
certs will perform at Ste. Genevieve 
Catholic Church (49 DuBourg Place, 
Ste. Genevieve, MO). Saturday, De-
cember 4 -SEMO State University 
Chamber Choir will perform at 1 pm 

& 2 pm -Pipe Organ Concert performed by Matt Palisch, 
Professor of Organ from SEMO State University will per-
form at 3 pm. Sunday, December 5 -Harp Solo perfor-
mance by Celtic Artist, Chadie Fruehwald at 3 pm. -Ste. 
Genevieve Municipal Band Symphonic Wind Ensemble will 
perform at 4 pm The following FREE Program will be at 
the DuBourg Centre (305 Merchant St., Ste. Genevieve, 
MO) on Sunday, December 5: -SEMO State University Steel 
Drum Band will perform at 1:30 pm & 2:30 pm. Valle 
Schools Market & Craft Fair will be on Saturday, Decem-
ber 4 from 9 am to 4 pm and Sunday, December 5 from 9 
am to 2 pm in the Valle Schools Gym (40 North 4th St., 
Ste. Genevieve, MO). 

Call Ahead Father John was nervous when he cast  
Jimmy, the middle school class clown, as Joseph in the 
annual Christmas pageant. His fears were realized when 
Jimmy decided to do a little improvisation by pulling out 
his cell phone in the pageant’s opening scene. 
 The astonished priest, who was narrating, asked, 
“What are you doing with your phone?” 
 Jimmy smiled and replied, “This year I’m phoning 
that inn to make a reservation!” 


