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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2021 

 
Phone: 314-781-1199 

www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 
 

6:30 pm  (This Mass is often in the  

Extraordinary Form (Latin Mass)) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Exposition and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 7:30-8:15 pm (with 

reception for young adults after,  

hosted by Spirit and Truth St. Louis)  
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Contact the parish office to 

  Register. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
 
Donut Sunday is back! TODAY, This Sunday, on Dec 19th after both Sunday morning Masses we have coffee and donuts in 
the gym. It's all free, so please join us. 
 
The Rorate Caeli Mass and St. Lucy Procession is at 6:30 pm on Tue, Dec 21. Join our PSR families for a beautiful Rorate 
Caeli Mass by candlelight and a procession in honor of St. Lucy. 
 
Readers at Mass wanted. We recently had a few lectors leave our regular rotation and it would be good to add a few 
more so the volunteer opportunity doesn't start to feel like a burden to our current readers. If you would like to read at 
Mass – probably once every 2 months or so would be the frequency – please do let me know and I'll get you on the sched-
ule. 
 
Christmas Masses 
Christmas Eve – Friday, December 24, 5 pm and 10:00 pm 
Christmas Day – Saturday, December 25, 8 am and 10:30 am 
 
Please note – there will be no 4 pm Mass on Christmas Day even though it's a Saturday. Sunday, Dec 26 will be our regular 
Sunday Mass schedule. 
 
Our celebratory Epiphany Breakfast is on Sunday, Jan 2 beginning at 11:30 am. Join us in the gym to celebrate our par-
ish feast day. Free breakfast. Cake. Prizes. Entertainment! 
 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God is at 9 am, Saturday January 1 
 
The Solemnity of the Epiphany is 4 pm Saturday January 1, and 8 and 10:30 am Sunday January 2. 
 
The 6:30 pm Sunday Mass on January 2, however, is the celebration of the Most Holy Name of Jesus. 
 
7 pm Thursday January 6 is a Traditional Latin Mass for the Solemnity of the Epiphany. 
 
The Alma Redemptoris Mater 
 
This Marian hymn was written in the 11th century and became so well-known by the fifteenth century that it played an 
important part in one of the stories in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. 
 
Like all the seasonal Marian hymns it is sung after Mass as a hymn of thanksgiving. The Alma is sung from Advent until the 
Feast of the Purification on Feb 2. 
 
Dom Prosper Gueranger writes that the Advent Christmas season is about, “Joy, which the whole Church feels at the com-
ing of the divine Word in the Flesh; and it is admiration of that glorious Virgin, Who was made the True Mother of God. 
There is scarcely a prayer, or a rite, in the Liturgy of this glad Season, which does not imply these two grand Mysteries: 
an Infant-God, and a Virgin-Mother. For example, the magnificent Anthem, Alma Redemptoris, composed by the Monk 
Herman Contractus, continues up to the very day of the Purification to be the termination of the Divine Office. It is by 
such manifestations of Her love and veneration that the Church, honoring the Son in the Mother, testifies Her holy joy 
during this season of the Liturgical Year, which we call Christmas." 
 
When translated, the world Alma is usually, "sweet" or, "loving," or, “holy.” We're probably all familiar with the phrase 
“alma mater” in reference to universities, which means, “Loving Mother.” 
 
Here's the current Marian Hymn after Mass 
 
Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli porta manes et stella maris, succurre cadenti, surgere qui curat, populo: tu 
quae genuisti, natura mirante, tuum sanctum genitorem, Virgo prius, ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore sumens illud ave, 
peccatorum miserere. 

Holy mother of our Redeemer, thou gate leading to heaven and star of the sea; help the falling people who seek to rise, 
thou who, all nature wondering, didst give birth to thy holy Creator. Virgin always, hearing the greeting from Gabriel’s 
lips, take pity on sinners. 

 
Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

What Do You Want for Christmas 
“What do you want for Christmas?”  This is a question we ask each other often before Christmas. Yet how many of us ac-
tually take a few minutes to kneel before the infant Jesus and ask Him what He wants from us this Christmas. When we 
kneel before the manager and ask Jesus what He wants, it is very possible that we will hear Him whisper that He wants us 
to share a little more of our time with Him. Maybe each of us could make a New Year’s resolution to spend more time 
with God. 
Go to Mass more frequently.  Find some time for prayer in the morning.  End our day with spiritual reading.  
Say the rosary while we drive to work.  Participate in Eucharistic Adoration  Stop into church occasionally 
for a quiet visit.  
The gift of time with God could be the very best gift we could give this year, not only to Jesus but also to ourselves.  It 
might be just what our own hearts are truly longing for. 
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Living our Faith 

P rolife  
 
National Prayer Vigil for Life 
Important Update for 2022: will be televised by EWTNand livestreamed on the Basilica’s webpage so 
millions can participate remotely. Please see the adjusted 2022 Vigil schedule and visit the Frequently 
Asked Questions page for additional information. 
To see the schedule and access the livestream links for the overnight holy hours during January 20

–21, please visit https://www.usccb.org/prolife/overnight-holy-hours-january 
The National Prayer Vigil for Life is an all-night pro-life prayer vigil held on the eve of the March for Life each January. 
Over 20,000 pilgrims from across the nation pray through the night for an end to abortion and a greater respect for all 
human life. It is held at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 
The vigil schedule includes the Opening Mass celebrated in the Great Upper Church. Prayer continues throughout the 
night with the National Rosary for Life, Night Prayer and Holy Hours for Life. The following morning, the prayer vigil 
concludes with Morning Prayer, Benediction and the Closing Mass the next morning. 
The National Prayer Vigil for Life is one small part of the Church's "great prayer for life." It is sponsored by the USCCB 
Pro-Life Secretariat, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, and The Catholic University of 
America Office of Campus Ministry. 
 
A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. Through special 
initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every 
Christian community, from every group and association, from every family and from the heart of every believ-
er. —Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae 
 
Abortion Healing Ministry 
Is there a hole in your heart? God is ready to fill it with His forgiveness, healing, and hope. Women's Bible Study and 
Fellowship. Call/Text Hopeline 314-406-0815. E-mail hopehealing@archstl.org. Web: www.archstl.org/hope-healing. 
Address: 20Archbishop May Drive, St. Louis, MO 63119. For women and men experiencing the effects of an abortion. All 
inquiries and information are kept confidential. 

Blessing of a Christmas Manger 
 
In its present form the custom of displaying figures depicting the birth of Jesus Christ owes its origin to St. Francis of Assi-
si, who made the Christmas creche or manger for Christmas Eve of 1223. 
 
The blessing of the Christmas manger or nativity scene may take place on the Vigil of Christmas or at another suitable 
time.  
 
When the manger is set up in the home, it is appropriate that is be blessed by a parent or another family member. 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
` 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
 
R/. Who made heaven and earth. 
 
One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred 
Scripture, for example, Luke 2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 7:10 
(lines 10-15, the birth of Emmanuel). 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
The leader prays with hands joined: 
 
God of every nation and people, 
 
from the very beginning of creation 
 
you have made manifest your love: 
 
 
 

when our need for a Savior was great 
 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
 
To our lives he brings joy and peace. 
 
justice, mercy, and love. 
 
 
Lord,  
 
bless all who look upon this manger;  
 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all,  
 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
 
R/. Amen. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/2021-national-prayer-vigil-for-life/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/pro-life-activities/national-prayer-vigil-life-schedule
https://www.usccb.org/committees/pro-life-activities/national-prayer-vigil-life-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.usccb.org/committees/pro-life-activities/national-prayer-vigil-life-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.usccb.org/prolife/overnight-holy-hours-january
https://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/national-prayer-vigil-for-life-schedule.cfm
mailto:hopehealing@archstl.org
http://www.archstl.org/hope-healing
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19  
 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Dominique Davis 
 6:30 pm Ralph Sloan 
 

Monday, December 20 
 8:00 am Mary Ann Sloan 
 

Tuesday, December 21 
 8:00 am Enrollees & Benefactors of  
  Epiphany Memorial Fund 
 6:30 pm Judy Hof (Good Health) 
 

Wednesday, December 22 
 8:00 am John Jankowski 
 

Thursday, December 23 
 8:00 am Blanche O’Reilly 
 

Friday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
 5:00 pm     In Honor of our Christmas Flower Contributors 
 10:00 pm     In Honor of our Christmas Flower Contributors 
 

Saturday, December 25  Christmas Day 
 8:00 am     In Honor of our Christmas Flower Contributors 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 

Sunday, December 26 
The Holy Family 
 8:00 am James Mana 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 6:30 pm Rev. Msgr. Jerome J. Bucheit 

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of Dec. 19, 2021 

Our Offering 
For the Week 
Of Dec. 11-12, 

2021 

 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $1,747.00 
General Fund Loose ...... $110.32 
General Fund Online .. $1,300.00 
Total ................... $3,157.32 
 

Christmas .................. $160.00 
Christmas Flower .......... $85.00 
Immaculate Conception .. $60.00 
Kenrick Seminary .......... $10.00 
Maintenance & Repair .     $40.00 
M&R Online ................. $60.00 
SVDP  ....................... $550.00 
SVDP Online ................ $75.00 
Votive ....................... $44.00 
Tuition Assist Online .....  $50.00 ........ $776.00(YTD) 

Joan Huelsmann All Coronavirus 
Patients 

Kay Gundy 

Joan Zacheis Gert Lopez Judy Hof 

In observance of the Christmas Holidays, the parish 
business office will be closed from Friday, December 

24th through Monday, January 3rd. The office will 
reopen on Tuesday, January 4th. Have a safe a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Our Offering 
For the Week 
Of Dec. 4-5, 

2021 

 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $4,339.00 
General Fund Loose ...... $418.00 
General Fund Online .. $3,059.00 
Total ................... $7,816.00 
 

Christmas .................. $100.00 
Christmas Flower ......... $231.00 
Immaculate Conceptions . $70.00 
Kenrick Seminary ......... $110.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $275.00 
M&R Online ................ $130.00 
SVDP  ........................ $30.00 
SVDP Online ............... $125.00 
Votive ....................... $27.00 
Tuition Assistance ........  $50.00 ........ $726.00(YTD) 

Our Offering 
For the Week 
Of Nov. 20-21, 

2021 

 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $3,154.00 
General Fund Loose ...... $169.00 
General Fund Online .. $1,369.00 
Total ................... $4,692.00 
 

Christmas Flower .......... $95.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $295.00 
M&R Online ................. $35.00 
Retired Religious .......... $75.00 
SVDP  ....................... $170.00 
SVDP Online ................ $25.00 
Votive ....................... $66.00 
Tuition Assist Online .....  $15.00 ........ $666.00(YTD) 

Our Offering 
For the Week 
Of Nov. 27-28, 

2021 

 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $2,422.00 
General Fund Loose ...... $348.93 
General Fund Online ..... $475.00 
Total ................... $3,245.93 
 

Christmas ................... $50.00 
Christmas Flower .......... $30.00 
Immaculate Conception .. $25.00 
Kenrick Seminary .......... $30.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $145.00 
SVDP  ....................... $285.00 
Solemnity ................... $50.00 
Votive ....................... $73.00 
Tuition Assist Online .....  $10.00 ........ $676.00(YTD) 

 

SVDP  ....................... $435.00 
SVDP Loose ................. $20.00 
 

Our Offering 
For  

Thanksgiving 
Day 
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

Gospel Meditation - Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture—4th Sunday of Advent 
 
St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a voice 
through which Christ speaks and a hand through which Christ helps.” As we look around and out at the world, we do not 
have to search too far before we come face to face with inequity and injustice. There is so much unfairness, prejudice, 
anger, hatred, violence, and want. The stories of human heartache, people being hurt, deprived of life’s necessities, 
loneliness, and sickness are far too commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, the vices of greed, lust, pride, gluttony, 
and jealousy are clearly among the more significant root causes. 
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all, God created this world, and one would hope that he would step 
up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once we sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize just 
how flawed it really is. God did take responsibility and God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the divine 
solution to the world’s ills. It is not God who has shirked responsibility, we have. We are the ones who continually fail to 
set our own personal needs, wants, and securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use us. 
 
Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God to come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and be-
lieved. Having opened herself to being an instrument of the Divine, God could use her as his mind, heart, voice, and 
hand. She became God’s vessel so that God’s greatness could reach the ends of the earth and peace could come upon 
the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you and me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ came into 
the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, and herald of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that 
what has been spoken to us by the Lord will be fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the Christians we claim to be. 
What a difference it would make if every person who professed to be Christian truly understood that their one and only 
vocation is to be God’s instrument. What a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be. 

Baby Jesus’ Wish List  
 
Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going by now — gift 
ideas for everyone from your nephew to your goddaughter 
to your mailman. But what about the birthday boy? What’s 
the gift Jesus gets from you this Christmas? 
 
If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, you know all 
about the sacrifices God asks of the Israelites, referred to 
in the reading from Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a 
chore to read — a little repetitive, a little intimidating. 
There’s a lot of very specific actions that God asks His 
Chosen People to complete to make up for whatever they 
have done wrong. In essence, it’s a bit of a wish list for 
gifts. 
 
But it’s a wish list that can really confuse you. What’s God 
going to do with a cereal offering? The kidneys of an ani-
mal? If you look closely, what God is doing here is beauti-
ful. He’s customized his wish list to only those things He 
knows the Israelites can give. It’s God saying, in what 
amounts to theological baby-talk for folks who barely 
know of Him and His ways, exactly how they could be 
stewards. “Do this, but don’t do that. If you do that, do 
this and you will find My mercy.”  
 
Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of Christ — is less 
precise because by the time of Christ, God’s people have 
grown in understanding of love and mercy and relationship 
with the divine. Through Christ, we find out that God’s 
real wish list didn’t really consist of cereal offerings and 
the kidneys of various animals. It’s far simpler, but lucki-
ly, it’s something we still have on-hand. All He wants is 
our whole heart. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS                                       ©LPi 

Donut Sunday Join us this Sunday, December 19th, 
for Donuts and refreshments. We will gather in the gym 
following the 8 and 10:30 am Masses. We hope to see you 
all there! 

Why Do We Do That? 
Catholic Life  
Explained 
 
 
 
 
 
Question: 
Besides the Wise Men, what is significant about the Epiph-
any? 
 
Answer: 
Epiphany means “manifestation,” or public display. The 
feast is usually celebrated January 6. In the US, it is cele-
brated on the Sunday nearest to January 6. It originates 
from a story unique to Matthew (2:1-12). Magi from the 
East come to offer homage to the newborn King, present-
ing him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
This part of Matthew’s infancy narrative differs from 
Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. In Luke there are no 
Magi, star, nor gifts. Luke has Jesus being born in a stable 
after Mary and Joseph’s long travel from Nazareth to Beth-
lehem. Matthew seems to have the family living in a house 
in Bethlehem, where the Magi find them. 
 
Why these differences? They stem from the needs and 
concerns of the audience the authors were addressing, as 
well as the theological stance of each author. Knowing the 
original intention helps get at the correct interpretation of 
the text. 
 
Since Matthew was writing primarily to a Jewish communi-
ty, his concern was to show that Jesus did not come just 
for Jews, but for Gentiles as well. From his very birth, 
Jesus not only manifests himself to Jews, but also to Gen-
tiles, who are prominently included in the manifestation, 
symbolized by the Magi and their journey. This is the most 
significant aspect of the feast of Epiphany. How do you 
manifest Jesus to all with whom you come into contact? 
 

©LPi 
 


