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Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 

6:30 pm  (This Mass is often in the  

Extraordinary Form (Latin Mass)) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Exposition and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 7-8 pm  

(with reception for young adults after,  

hosted by Spirit and Truth St. Louis)  
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Contact the parish office to 

  Register. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
 

The Lenten Evening of Recollection is at 5 pm on Sunday March 20. Along with a Holy Hour and opportunity for confes-
sions, we have a talk from Michael Greve, our parishioner and a doctoral student at SLU, titled, “The Leaven of Christ: 
Discipleship in the Gospel of Mark.” 
 
Stations of the Cross will be prayed in the Church every Friday during Lent at 2:30 pm. 
 
Communio – A young adult theology pub is meeting at 7 pm this Tuesday, March 8. Adam Wright, the host of Roadmap to 
Heaven on Covenant Radio, will be our speaker. His topic is on the spiritual virtues of Discipline, Detachment, and Grati-
tude. He's a seriously entertaining guy, if you've never heard him. 
 
Gloria In Excelsis Chant Camp People are already making summer plans. I would highly recommend bringing your chil-
dren to our chant camp. Not only do we improve our singing skills and gain confidence in chant, we also have tons of fun. 
It's a great way to make friends with other children in the parish and bond. Camp this year is the week of July 18-22. Reg-
istration is open on our website - https://epiphanystl.org/choir-camp 

 
The All Things New Disciple Maker Index is available to be completed now through the end of March. Please go to the All 
Things New website and take the online survey because it's important that the archdiocese receive accurate feedback 
from you all. If you don't have internet access there are paper versions of the survey in a basket in the porch area of the 
Church. Fill it out and return it to the office. We'll collect them and mail them in for you. 
 
Understanding the Mass – The Opening Collect 
 
A number of times during Mass the priest says something that should strike you as a bit odd, he says “Let us pray” We 
have already been praying! But these words point us in the direction of what the prayer that follows it actually does. The 
first of these prayers is called a collect, meaning that it collects the prayers of the faithful and the priest visibly offers 
them to God. There is usually a small period of silence left by the priest before he begins the collect - use that moment 
to pray. After all, the priest has just said, “let us pray!” It seems like a little ritualistic formula, “The lord be with you, 
and with your spirit, let us pray” but hear those words again [repeat them to yourself slowly]. Let them sink into your 
heart. The Lord dwells with you. He has made his home with you and given you a share of his priestly character. When 
you pray, it is Christ praying within you. What to pray for? It can be as simple as your mass intention, a prayer for your 
family, or a prayer to keep you free from sin this day. 
 
Notice that the prayers, are clear, concise, and rather beautiful. This is our worship; we stand to pray out of respect, the 
priest raises his hands in what is called the Orans posture to convey a lifting up of the heart to God, and we address our 
Father with tenderness and devotion as we would a cherished loved one. A quick note, the priest alone holds his hands in 
the orans posture, and when he does it means that he is praying with the whole community. He collects the prayers for us 
and is the only one to verbalize the words, but it is the privilege of all of us to offer up our prayers to the God who always 
hears us. 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

Gospel Meditation - Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 
 
One of the greatest temptations human beings face is leaving the truth of who they are, where they came from and who 
created them in pursuit of more personal satisfactions. When we consider all that desires our attention in a given day, 
there are many lures that attract us to illusions about ourselves.  We can easily find ourselves distracted or tired, preoc-
cupied with preserving our status in life, social relationships, current trends, and corporate demands, and intrigued by 
pursuing what we perceive to be the “path of least resistance.” The daily concerns of life can quickly take our eyes off of 
our truth, making the empty promises of worldly accomplishments and ideologies seem so attractive. What is at risk in 
giving into this temptation? 
 
We cease giving thanks to and worshipping our Creator as we pursue our own self-sufficiency, power, and prestige. We 
replace the true God with a “pet” one. While many do not totally dismiss the idea of God and pretend to remain at least 
remotely connected, they do not invest themselves heart, mind, and soul in the relationship either. That is why we are so 
easily swayed. If something attractive comes along, we lunge for it. After all, having a position above and over everyone 
else is a good thing, isn’t it? In more honest moments, many have to admit that they believe this to be true. The Evil One 
is very convincing. But he can only gain control if we allow him to.  
 
About temptation, St. Basil remarks, “As the pilot of a vessel is tried in the storm, as the wrestler is tried in the ring, the 
soldier in the battle and the hero in adversity, so is the Christian tried in temptation.” And here is found the reason for 
Lent. It is a wonderful opportunity to get a handle on the attractive lures of illusion that easily captivate us and bring us 
off track. It is also a time for some honest reflection rooted in prayer, fasting, and selfless giving that can bring us to 
temptation’s remedy: love. Love of his Father gave Jesus resistance. It can do the same for us. 
 

©LPi 
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Living our Faith 

Healing Mass 
 

We want to share with you and your parishioners a spe-
cial monthly Mass that we have at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church.   
 
"On the 1st Saturday of each month at 10:00 am we 
have a Healing Mass. All Masses are healing Masses, for 
God wants to heal you through the powerful sacrament 
of the Eucharistic. It is His gift to the Church. What 
makes the Healing Mass unique are the following: 
 
- The theme of the entire Mass is healing, from the cel-
ebrant to the musicians to the participants to the pray-
er teams. 
- During the Mass, you will receive the Sacrament of 
Anointing. 
- After this Mass, we will provide trained people to pray 
with you and for your individual needs. 
- Examples of prayer might be a physical, spiritual, or 
emotional healing, a relationship problem or help to 
forgive. 
 
God is doing the healing. The celebrant and the prayer 
teams are the instruments that the Lord is using to pro-
vide a prayerful environment for Him to work in." 

A Prayer For Peace By Pope Francis 
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 
We have tried so many times and over so many years 
to resolve our conflicts by our own powers and by 
the force of our arms.  
How many moments of hostility and darkness have 
we experienced? 
how much blood has been shed? 
how many lives have been shattered? 
how many hopes have been buried? 
But our efforts have been in vain. 
  
Now, Lord, come to our aid! 
Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in 
the way of peace. 
Open our eyes and our hearts, and give us the cour-
age to say: "Never again war!"; "With war everything 
is lost". 
Instill in our hearts the courage to take concrete 
steps to achieve peace. 
  
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of 
Love, you created us and you call us to live as broth-
ers and sisters. 
Give us the strength daily to be instruments of 
peace; enable us to see everyone who crosses our 
path as our brother or sister. 
Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who 
entreat us to turn our weapons of war into imple-
ments of peace, our trepidation into confident trust, 
and our quarreling into forgiveness. 
Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with 
patience and perseverance we may opt for  
dialogue and reconciliation. 
In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the 
words "division," "hatred," and "war" be banished 
from the heart of every man and woman. 
  
Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our 
hands. 
Renew our hearts and minds, so that the word which 
always brings us together will be "brother," and our 
way of life will always be that of: Shalom, Peace, 
Salaam! 
 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Luke's Women's Guild, and  
deSoto Council 903 Ladies Auxiliary  

are hosting a baby shower to benefit "Sweet Babies" at 
SSM Saint Mary's Hospital. We would love to see you 
there, Sunday April 3 from 1-3 pm. The shower will be 
held in the Immaculate Conception Parish Hall, 7240 
Anna Ave 63143. Sweet babies are in need of receiv-
ing blankets, new born (0-6 months) socks, baby 
wipes, hooded bath towels, diaper cream, and one-
sies. We will provide refreshments and play some 
games. If you would like to help but are unable to 
attend, a collection box will be placed in the back of 
the church the week before the shower. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity ! 

National Shrine of  
Our Lady of the Snows Visitor Center 

– IN PERSON, Lazarus Come Forth: Our Path to a Better 
Future Couples Retreat 
Presenters:  Fr. Mark Dean, OMI, Fr. Sal Gonzalez, OMI, 
Karen & Scott Seaborn 
Friday, April 29 – May 1, 5 pm – 2 pm Sun 
Come join us as a couple, to ponder, through the lens of 
the story of Lazarus, how Jesus once again steps into our 
world of loss and death and calls us to new life, while also 
entrusting us the continued task of unbinding and setting 
free…tasks which will lead us to a better future. 
Cost:  $350 per couple (includes lodging and meals). 
Register online at snows.org/programs, or call 618-394-
6281 to register.  

Marriage Preparation Classes 
Are you, or someone you know, preparing for marriage? 
Do you desire a spiritually enriching way to fulfill the Mar-
riage Prep requirement? The Archdiocesan Office of Mar-
riage and Family Life is inviting engaged couples to pre-
pare for the sacrament of marriage by attending a unique 
Marriage Preparation Class. This offering adds to the Mar-
riage Preparation Classes the opportunity to encounter 
Christ through the sacraments of Reconciliation and holy 
Mass. Family and friends of the engaged couple will be 
encouraged to show their support by joining the couple 
for Mass on Sunday at 4:00 pm.    
April 23 & 24, 2022 
Saints Peter & Paul Parish, St. Louis, MO.    
Learn more:  MarriagePrepSTL.org/enriched  
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Liturgies & Schedules 

First Sunday of Lent, March 6 
 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Gloria Simmons (Health & Blessings) 
 6:30 pm The Noecker Family 
 

Monday, March 7 
 8:00 am Ronald Wheeler 
 

Tuesday, March 8 
 8:00 am Marge Zombek (Health & Blessings) 
 6:30 pm Ed Klosterman (Special Intentions) 
 

Wednesday, March 9 
 8:00 am Virginia Bettlach 
 

Thursday, March 10 
 8:00 am Stuart Hilton 
 

Friday, March 11 
 8:00 am Deb & Les Lexow 
 

Saturday, March 12 
 8:00 am John Elm 
 4:00 pm Leo August Crivello 
    

Sunday,  
 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Rosemary Jearls 
 6:30 pm The Noecker Family 

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Our Offering For the Week Of March 6, 2022 
 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund .......... $2,798.00 
General Fund Loose ...... $303.00 
General Fund Online ..... $915.00 
Total ................... $4,016.00 
 

Easter Flowers ............. $95.00 
Maintenance & Repair     $205.00 
Votive ...................... $165.00 
Tuition Assistance ...............  $ ........ $980.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................. $ ........ $725.00(YTD) 

Gert Lopez Judy Hof Kay Gundy 

Doug Kovac  
All Coronavirus 

Patients 

Readings for the week of March 6 

In your kindness, please pray for  
the repose of the soul of  
Anthony Cannito, our former parish-
ioner; and Dorothy Kaup, our parish-
ioner. May their souls and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, rest in 
peace. 

Our Dearly Departed 

Epiphany of Our Lord Memorial Society 
The death of loved ones creates a need for us to remem-
ber them in a special way. Epiphany offers a way of re-
membering someone that is not only appropriate but is 
convenient. The next time you wish to honor a deceased 
loved one, send a memorial gift in any amount to the 
parish endowment fund and we will then enter that per-
son into our Memorial Society. You will also be entered 
into the Memorial Society if you leave a bequest to the 
parish in your will. 
Members of the Society are prayed for once per month 
with a Mass intention. Every single month. Your gift will 
help provide long-term financial security for the parish 
and, more importantly, assure that our loved ones are 
always being prayed for, loved, and never forgotten. 
For more information, call the parish office or email 
Trish. Please make checks payable to:  

Roman Catholic Foundation 

The Disciple Maker Index Survey Opens 
this Week!  Please Read and Help! 

 
It’s official! The Disciple Maker Index Survey opened this 
past week, March 2nd, and we need your help! 
 
Please help us participate by completing a 10-15 minute 
survey as soon as possible.   

Go to https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/ydxb33 
 
The survey will only be available from Ash Wednesday, 
March 2 through April 4, 2022 and will ask you to reflect 
on your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide 
feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.  All re-
sponses will be confidential and the parish will only re-
ceive information about the community as whole.  
 
We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  
This information will be invaluable to Fr. Michael and our 
various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to 
be the best disciples we can be.  We will receive the re-
sults this spring/summer at which time we will share what 
we have learned with the entire parish. 
 
Please contact the parish office with any 
questions you have or if you need assis-
tance in any way, 314-781-1199. 
 
Thank you for helping with this important 
project! 
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

The Ladies Auxiliary would like 
to thank everyone who donated socks to 
Good Shepherd Home. 
 

THANK YOU! 

Epiphany Fish Fry  
Our next Fish Fry is this Fri-

day, March 11th and we are looking 
forward to serving you the best fish 
fry dinner in town! We continue 
our efforts to offer dine in as an 
option for this year’s fish fries, 
but we are still in need of volun-
teers to do so. Some positions still 
needed are: Hostess (six volun-

teers needed), and take out order filler (one volunteer 
needed). Descriptions of these positions are listed below. 
If you have time to help out and enjoy making new 
friends, please give us a call. We expect to hear changes 
within the City of St. Louis regarding the mask man-
date, which will make dining in somewhat more com-
fortable. 
 

To pre-order online visit  
www.epiphanystl.org/fish-fry and submit your order  by 5 
pm on Thursday before Friday fish fry. Advanced orders 
will be filled and ready for pick up at your designated 
time frame. Call the office with any questions on ad-
vanced orders, 314-781-1199.

Please note: Due to an increase in food & material pric-
es, we have had to adjust our prices. We hope you under-
stand and will still be able to support our fish fry. Thanks 
for your support! 
 

Dine-in Hostess Station – need 6 people 
5 Friday’s during Lent 
4:00/4:30-8:30 
 
Job includes receiving trays, plates, flatware, glasses, 
cups from guests. 
Leftover food residue is scrapped from the plates, flat-
ware is put in a bucket to soak, trays are hand-washed 
and brought back to the line. 
All these items are transferred to the kitchen in a timely 
manner to be washed and returned to the floor for re-use. 
This is a fast paced standing position! 
 

Take out Order Filler – need 1 person 
5 Friday nights during Lent 
4:00-7:00pm 

Quilt Social  
Immaculate Conception of Dar-
denne is hosting a Quilt Social on 
Saturday, March 19, 2022. Doors 
open at 10:30 am and social begins 
at 12 Noon. Refreshments availa-
ble for purchase. No one under 16 
years old admitted. Masks pre-
ferred but not mandatory. In the 
Parish Hall (lower level of the 
church) 7717 Square Ave. Dar-
denne Prairie, MO 63368  

Why Do We Do 
That?  
Catholic Life  
Explained 
Should a Catholic  
Pursue an Annulment? 
 
 

 
 

Question: After a civil divorce, is a Catholic obligated to 
pursue an annulment? 
  
Answer: Many Catholics are not exactly sure what an an-
nulment does. An annulment does not deny that a mar-
riage took place, nor does it deny that there once was 
love. It does not mean that people say anything untrue, 
such as they never loved each other or that everything in 
their marriage was wrong. An annulment does not negate 
children, nor make them illegitimate. An annulment ad-
dresses the spiritual aspect of marriage. In effect, an an-
nulment says that at the time of the wedding, there was 
either something present or something absent that pre-
vented the sacrament from taking place. It is a spiritual 
determination that, if granted in the affirmative, allows a 
person to marry in the Church. 
 
Annulments have no legal standing and are unable to be 
used in a civil court. Therefore, a Catholic has no moral 
obligation to pursue an annulment. However, when the 
tragedy of divorce occurs, and there is no hope for recon-
ciliation, annulments may help bring some spiritual clo-
sure to a person’s life. Some people have found the pro-
cess to be healing and others have found it to be difficult. 
Speak to your priest or a member of the Diocesan Tribunal 
staff to decide what is best for you. 
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St. John the Baptist  
57th Annual Chicken Dinner 

St. John’s Gildehaus Parish Center, Villa 
Ridge, 636-583-2488/www.sjg-
parish.org. Located on Hwy. V between 
Union, Mo and Hwy. 100.At St. John’s 
Road. Sunday, March 13, 2022. Cafeteria 
style & Drive Thru service from 10:30 am 
to 6 pm. Adults $15 - Children Under 12 
$8 - Pre-school children FREE. Drive Thru 
and carry out available at $15 Each. 
Deep-fried Chicken, mashed potatoes, 

gravy, green beans, corn, cabbage slaw, pie, milk, and 
coffee. Prepared and served by Men of St. John’s Gil-
dehaus Church. Handicap accessible. Country store, quilts 
for sale, crafts, games, bake safe and raffles. All proceeds 
to benefit the school.   

CRS Rice Bowl begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 
2022. 75 percent of Rice Bowl donations support CRS’s 
humanitarian relief programs in more than 100 different 
countries. Additionally, Catholic Relief Services allows 
each diocese that participates to keep 25% of the collec-
tion in the local community to be used for hunger and 
poverty alleviation efforts. In the Archdiocese of St. Lou-
is, these funds support food pantries and other pro-
grams. Rice bowls are located at all entrances to church.  

http://www.epiphanystl.org/fish-fry

