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Divine Mercy Sunday 
April 24, 2022 

 
 

Phone: 314-781-1199 
www.epiphanystl.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

     Catholic Church 
6596 Smiley Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Rennier 
michaelrennier@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Elizabeth Wildman 
 

Plant Manager 
John Ellison 
johnellison11@aol.com 
 

Parish Secretary 
Trish Nerviani 
trishnerviani@aol.com 

Staff 

Mass & Sacraments 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 

6:30 pm  (This Mass is often in the  

Extraordinary Form (Latin Mass)) 
 

Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 

Exposition and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 7-8 pm  

(with reception for young adults after,  

hosted by Spirit and Truth St. Louis)  
 

Sacrament of Penance:  

Saturday, 7:30-7:50 am 

Sundays, 10-10:20 am & 6-6:20 pm 

Tuesdays, 6-6:20 pm OR by appointment 
 

  Baptisms: Contact the parish office to 

  Register. 
 

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9  

months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting  

the Parish Office. 
 

Change of Address or Telephone  

Number: Please call the Parish Office. 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.  
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Living our Faith 

 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered or participated in the Holy Week liturgies. They're a lot of time and effort to 
make happen and it's a sign of true devotion to God to see how much work you all put into it. 
 
Welcome to our two newest Catholics Amber and Lily, who were baptized and confirmed at the vigil. And congratula-
tions to Javan, who received the sacrament of confirmation. 
 
Floriani Concert 7 pm Fri April 29. Come hear the mystical chants of the east and the west. From the Hebrew psalmody 
of the Temple to the Mozarabic sounds of Santiago, the men's singing group Floriani displays a vast array of Catholic mu-
sic. This concert will be beautiful. Admission is free and a free-will offering will be taken up to support the musicians. 
 
Men's Group - 1st Wednesday of each month 7-8:30 pm. We've had an excellent response from all you men about form-
ing a group. Our goal is to have our first meeting on June 1st. We'll meet in the rectory to pray Evening Prayer together 
and then discuss a (short) chapter out of St Francis De Sales Introduction to the Devout Life. I'll prepare handouts, so no 
book purchase is necessary. 
 
I'm still collecting email addresses if you would like to be included. Small groups like this are a great way to build lasting 
friendships and make connections in the parish. 
 
The May Crowning is at the 10:30 am Mass on May 1st. All the parish children are invited to join in the opening procession 
to the statue of Mary to leave a flower for her. We'll meet outside the church doors on the porch at 10:20 am to get orga-
nized and be sure all the children have a flower. 
 
The Finance Committee is meeting this coming Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Parishioners are always welcome to sit in and 
observe the meetings. In an effort to give you all information more regularly about parish finances, I'll be posting info on 
the bulletin board in the vestibule after each finance committee meeting. 
 
Understanding the Mass – Why bring flowers to Mary? 
 
May is Mary's month, and in May we always have our Crowning when we place a wreath of flowers on her head. May is 
when the flowers in our gardens begin to bloom in earnest, and it isn't an accident that we connect flowers, May, and 
Mary. Mary is the new Eve, the mother of Jesus who is often called the new Adam. Thinking of Adam and Eve takes us 
back to the Garden of Eden. So, when we have flowers in Church, it is meant to remind us of a new Eden. Our Lord is 
leading us into paradise and in it there is an abundance of beauty. As a sign of her place in this new Eden as our spiritual 
mother, we honor Mary by bringing her flowers. 
 
Here's the text of the Regina Caeli 
 
Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia; 
quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia; 
resurrexit sicut dixit, alleluia; 
ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 
 
Translation: Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia; for He whom thou was chosen to bear, alleluia; has risen as He said, 
alleluia; pray for us to God, alleluia. 
 

Fr. Michael 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL 

The Ignatian Volunteer Corps is recruiting! 
Share your lifetime of experience - Get the experience 
of a lifetime! 
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) is an exciting program 
that invites faith-motivated persons to serve with those 
who are poor and marginalized in our community.  IVC 
Service Corps Members (SCM) are age 50 and better, re-
tired or semi-retired. SCMs reflect and pray in the Igna-
tian tradition on their service, meet monthly with other 
IVC SCMs and with a spiritual reflector.  See our website 
for more information: www.ivcusa.org, find St. Louis un-
der the locations tab.  
 
If service, community, prayer and reflection interest you, 
consider attending our information session on May 12, 
2022 at 9:00 am, at the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Kirkwood. RSVP to Sr. Amy Diesen, OSF 
for more information at 314-758-
7147 or IVCSTL@jesuits.org 

Catholic Radio Easter is much more than a single day 
in the calendar year. Rejoicing in Christ’s Resurrection is 
the focus of the Easter season in the Church and the high-
light of each Sunday Liturgy. As we remember and cele-
brate Christ’s triumph, tune into Covenant Network Catho-
lic radio for information and inspiration throughout this 
holy season. Many ways to listen: on the radio 1460 AM; on 
the Covenant Network mobile app or 
at OurCatholicRadio.org.   

Ecumenical Prayer for Health & Air Quality 
 

Join our St. Louis Christian communities that have hosted 
air quality monitors in an ecumenical prayer for the health 
of our region and the quality of our air. Together we will 
reflect on the breath of God in the giving of life and the 
Holy Spirit. Join us afterwards for refreshment and com-
munity. 
 

WHEN: Sunday, May 1 @ 3-4pm 
 WHERE: The Garden at Our Lady of the Holy Cross 
8115 Church Road - St. Louis, MO 63147 

http://www.ivcusa.org/
mailto:IVCSTL@jesuits.org
http://ourcatholicradio.org/
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Living our Faith 
Bridges of Mercy for Healing after Abortion 

Maria* was going back to Church after her second-grader enrolled in First Communion classes. She didn’t know what to 
say to her daughter after being asked why she didn’t go to Communion. Maria had an abortion in her teens and felt that 
she couldn’t go to confession because she had committed an “unforgivable sin.” 

Li* and his wife, Vanessa*, were attending counseling to address problems in their marriage. Li decided to finally tell 
Vanessa that, while in college, he had taken his former girlfriend to get an abortion. Vanessa was devastated. 

Jennifer* comes from a large, pro-life family that is active in their parish. At the funeral of her devout, beloved mother, 
Jennifer was despondent beyond the grief of her loss. Jennifer couldn’t stop thinking that her mother in heaven would 
now discover the secret she had kept for thirty years: the existence of a granddaughter, whom Jennifer had aborted in 
college because she was too ashamed to tell her parents about her pregnancy. 

When Darryl* started attending a parish men’s prayer group, he began to feel 
more connected than ever to his faith. But with his increasing engagement, he 
began to wonder whether God would really forgive him for encouraging and 
paying for the abortion of his only child.  

Maria, Vanessa, Li, Jennifer, and Darryl are among the tens of millions of 
Americans whose lives have been directly touched by abortion. Like so many others, they have experienced shame, re-
gret, guilt, and grief. But, as they have also experienced, God’s healing love and mercy are always possible.  

While many Catholics want to help women and men heal from past abortions, most don’t know how to begin. Here are a 
few ways that Catholics of different backgrounds can assist friends, family members, fellow parishioners, clients—or per-
haps even themselves: 

• If you are like Jennifer, who had an abortion, read the words of St. John Paul II to women who have had abortions.** 
Be assured that it is never too late to seek God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and that “you can 
with sure hope entrust your child” to the Father and His mercy (EV 99).  

• If someone like Maria reveals an abortion, express your sympathy for her loss. Assure her of God’s unconditional love, 
and encourage her to seek healing and forgiveness. Explain that the U.S. Church’s Project Rachel Ministry for healing 
after abortion offers confidential, compassionate help (www.HopeAfterAbortion.org).   

• If you are a priest who fears alienating parishioners, be confident that you can preach on pro-life issues with sensitivi-
ty as long as your message reminds the congregation that no matter how serious the sin, God longs to forgive every 
repentant heart. Many who have participated in abortion like Maria, Li, Jennifer, or Darryl believe they have commit-
ted the “unforgivable sin.” Your preaching can be a unique channel of God’s mercy for them, inviting them to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

• If you are a parish faith formation leader, become aware of the potential pastoral encounters with those hurting from 
past abortions like Maria or Darryl. Work with your pastor to include catechesis on forgiveness and reconciliation. 

• If you are a member of your parish pro-life committee, remember those who may be suffering like Jennifer or Li. Reg-
ularly highlight information about Project Rachel Ministry and healing after abortion using bulletins, bulletin boards, 
literature racks, parish webpages and e-newsletters, and any other appropriate means of communication. 

• If you are actively involved in public pro-life advocacy which people like Jennifer may encounter, remember to com-
municate with messages that are respectful, non-judgmental, and compassionate. 

• If you are a mental health professional who works with couples like Vanessa and Li, strive to learn more about abor-
tion trauma and how those you are serving may be affected. 

• If you are trying to be a devout parent like Jennifer’s mother was, remind your children frequently that you love 
them unconditionally. Promise they can always come to you when they are troubled or have done something wrong.  

• If you belong to a religious community, you can help people like Maria, Vanessa, Li, Jennifer, Darryl, and others by 
regularly praying for all who suffer from involvement in an abortion. 

• If you don’t specifically know anyone in circumstances similar to those of the people mentioned, you still have an im-
portant mission. Keep all who suffer after abortion in your prayers, and commit yourself to being an instrument of 
mercy. Show by your example what it means to ask for and extend forgiveness.  

All of us are sinners. Yet Pope Francis calls mercy a “bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope 
of being loved forever despite our sinfulness” (MV 2). The Holy Father also reminds us, “As the Father loves, so do his 
children. Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be merciful to each other” (MV 9). Life is a gift from God and so is his 
mercy. May we cherish and promote both! 

*All names have been changed to protect the privacy of those mentioned. **See Pope St. John Paul II, Evangelium vitae (Gospel of Life) 
(Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), no. 99. 
 

If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, confidential, non-judgmental help is available. Visit 
www.HopeAfterAbortion.org, or call Project Rachel Ministry’s national, toll-free number: 1-888-456-HOPE (4673). 

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995 and Misericordiae vultus, © 2015 Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permis-
sion. All rights reserved. Reprinted [Excerpted] from Respect Life Program, copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
View, download, or order the U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife  

 fb.com/peopleoflife | @usccbprolife | @ProjectRachel 

Mercy is a “bridge that connects 
God and man, opening our hearts to 

The hope of being loved forever 
Despite our sinfulness. 

—Pope Francis 

http://www.HopeAfterAbortion.org
http://www.HopeAfterAbortion.org
http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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Liturgies & Schedules 

Sunday, April 24 - Divine Mercy 
 8:00 am Parishioners 
 10:30 am Louise Poll 
 6:30 pm Rev. Msgr. John M Costello 
 

Monday, April 25 
 8:00 am Kay Rossiter (Birthday Blessings) 
 

Tuesday, April 26 
 8:00 am Vince & Ann Villhard 
 6:30 pm Nancy Hinkebein 
 

Wednesday, April 27 
 8:00 am Joan Huelsmann 
 

Thursday, April 28 
 8:00 am Katie Bach 
 

Friday, April 29 
 8:00 am Joseph F. & Kathryn H Dar-

pel 
 

Saturday, April 30 
 8:00 am Bob Chesnut (Good Health) 
 4:00 pm Barbara A. Peiffer 
    

Sunday, May 1 
 8:00 am Mary Ellen Cross (Special Intentions) 
 10:30 am Ryan & Kristen Nicollerat (Blessings) 
 6:30 pm Parishioners 

Mass Intentions For The Week 

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 

Readings for the week of April 24, 2022 

Our Offering For the Week Of April 16-17, 2022 
 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ........... $1,915.00 
General Fund Loose ..... $329.00 
General Fund Online .. $1,271.00 
Total ................... $3,515.00 
 

Easter ..................... $598.00 
Easter Flowers Online ..... $20.00 
Holy Land ................. $115.00 
M&R Online ................. $35.00 
Missions ..................... $12.00 
Priest Retirement ........ $320.00 
Rice Bowl ................. $200.00 
SVDP Online .............. $250.00 
Votive ....................... $35.00 
Tuition Assistance Online  $15.00 ..... $1,120.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund ................ $ ..... $1,175.00(YTD) 

Gert Lopez Judy Hof Kay Gundy 

Doug Kovac  
All Coronavirus 

Patients 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  is excited to 

announce the following schedule for IN-PERSON weekend 
experiences for the summer and fall of 2022. We will 
have in place all the needed precautions to provide a safe 
environment for participants. For more information or to 
apply, go to wwme.org, or call Terry & Eric Engholm at 
314-649-7317. 
 
        8/5/2022 - 8/7/2022 -  
  Courtyard Marriott, St. Peters, MO 
 
        9/30/2022 - 10/2/2022 -  
  Courtyard Marriott, St. Peters, MO 

Day of Reflection 
The prologue of the gospel of John proclaims that Jesus is 
the “light of the world.” You are invited to a Day of Re-
flection, open to all age groups, sponsored by the Victori-
ous Missionaries with the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows. 
 

This year’s program, “Let Your Light Shine”, will be a 
VIRTUAL event on Saturday, May 14, 2022, at 9:30 am – 
noon via Zoom. The presenter is Fr. Tom Santen. Togeth-
er we will reflect on how Jesus lights up our lives, and 
then how we in turn bring His light to others.  We will also 
invite you to share how other people in your life have 
been a light to you, and how you bring the light of Christ 
to others by what you say and do. 
 

Cost is $20. Register online at snows.org/reflection514, 
visit snows.org for a printable registration form or call 618
-394-6281 to register.  

Why Do We Do That? 
Catholic Life Explained 
Who Can Offer Anointing of the Sick?  
 

Question: Can anyone offer the Anointing of the Sick to a 
sick or dying person, or is that only something a priest can 
do?  
 

Answer: The Letter of James speaks to us of the ancient 
tradition of a special anointing and blessing of those who 
are sick: “Is there anyone sick among you? Let him send 
for the presbyters of the Church and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord … If he 
has committed any sins, they will be forgiven him” (5:14, 
15b). This passage forms the foundation for the theology 
of the sacrament that we call “Anointing of the Sick.” In 
keeping with what we read in the Letter of James and the 
ancient tradition of the Church, the anointing of a person 
of who sick or dying many only be performed by a priest or 
bishop.   
 

Although deacons and other members of the Church are 
not able to celebrate the sacrament with a person who is 
sick, we can read Sacred Scripture and pray with and for 
those who are ill. Resources like the Book of Blessings also 
contain special blessings that can be celebrated by dea-
cons or lay ministers. In the end, we want to be sure that 
we show a special care and concern for the sick, helping 
them to always experience God’s loving comfort through 
made tangible through our acts of charity and service.  

©LPi 

file:///C:/Users/suzann%20cross/Documents/Weekend%20Pillar%20Stuff/4.2021%20Experience%20Bulletin%20Announcement.docx
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Parish Community News, Notes & Events 

Ladies Guild Card News… 
 
 The regular meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, April 27th at 11:00 am in the Assumption 
Room.  
 
Dessert and coffee will be provided for both.  

Have a Blessed Easter Season! 

The Women’s Auxiliary of St. Vincent 
DePaul is hosting a Bunco Party and Bake 
Sale at the Elks Club on Heege Rd on 
April 28th at 1:00 pm. Snacks and drinks 
will be served. The cost is $10 and all 
proceeds go to SVDP. All are welcome! 
Please call Carolyn Landweher at 314-

707-4772 or Denise Lundry, 314-832-2556 for Reservations. 

Walk To Jerusalem – Week Six Update 
Week six charted more miles than any previous week in 
Lent! With only about 500 miles to Jerusalem, which we 
will easily travel during Holy Week, we thank you for your 
participation and wish you a very blessed Easter!  
 

Miles this past week 
Walking Miles: 863 
Prayer Miles: 446 
Total Miles Traveled: 1,309 
Total Cumulative Miles: 6,247 
 

We are now in Cairo, the capital of Egypt, a country in 
northeastern Africa. It is the largest city in Africa with 7.9 
million people and about 17.2 million people living in its 
urban area. Cairo has long been the cultural center of the 
Arab world. It is an ancient city on the banks of the Nile 
River. Cairo is sometimes called “Mother of the World.” 
The area around the city was an important focal point 
of Ancient Egypt. The Al Azhar mosque and university was 
made in 972. This became the world’s oldest university. It 
is the most widely known seminary in the Islamic world. 
The great pyramids of Giza and the step pyramid of Sak-
kara are just outside of the city. 
The Egyptian Museum holds the world’s largest collection 
of antiquities from the time of the ancient Pharaohs. 
Many treasures from the tomb of King Tutankhamun are in 
this museum. 

Tune in next week for our final report! 

Saint Vincent DePaul Needs 
 

Thank you to everyone who generously contributes to 
Saint Vincent DePaul on a regular basis. Your generosity 
allows us to provide food and monetary assistance to 
those in need in our parish boundaries. We currently have 
some specific needs if you are able to assist us. Below is a 
list of pantry items that we could use at this time. Also, as 
heating and cooling costs have increased over the past 
year we are seeing a need for monetary contributions to 
assist neighbors who are struggling to pay their bills on 
their limited incomes. Your generosity in the past has al-
ways allowed us to help those in need in our area. Thank 
you for your assistance. 
 

Pantry Items: 
Potatoes 
Pasta sauce 
Hearty soups such as vegetable beef, chicken noodle 
(don’t need tomato and cream of mushroom at this time)  
Macaroni and Cheese  
Canned chili, ravioli, spaghetti, or other types of canned 
meals (we do not need tuna at this time) 
Instant rice, mashed potatoes, rice side dishes, small bags 
of rice 
Spaghetti noodles (not whole wheat) 
Crackers 
 

Toiletries: 
Toilet paper 
Soap 
Toothpaste 
Paper Towels 
(we do not need personal items of tampons or pads for 
women and men at this time) 
Dish Soap 
Laundry Soap 

Save the Date 
2022 Trivia Night 

USABA (United States Association for 
Blind Athletes) 

Saturday, October 15, 2022   
Door open at 6 pm.   

                         Gather your friends and family for fun!   
                                            Details to follow.   
 

If you have any questions please contact Tom Culliton 
@ mousaba@sbcglobal.net or call 314-482-3295 
Tom Culliton 

Hoffmeister Colonial Morturary  
3rd Annual Shred Fest 2022! 

  
June 18, 2022 9am-12noon  
Hoffmeister Colonial Mortuary 
6464 Chippewa Street 
St. Louis MO 63109 
314-832-7770 (call with questions) 
 
Need to get rid of sensitive documents? 
 
Bring up to 2 standard files box-
es to shred for free! 

Services performed by Shred-It Information Security Pro-
fessionals as you watch. Paper, clips, staples, folders, and 
envelopes are safe for shredding. No batteries, large met-
al objects, three ring binders, sharp objects, syringes, 
food, glass, cans, cardboard tubes, ink cartridges and ton-
ers, pressurized containers, or electrical items. First 
come, first served. The truck can shred up to 300 standard 
office file boxes. THIS EVENT MAY BE RESCHEDULED IN 
THE CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER.  

Annual Catholic Appeal This week, we launch the 
2022 Annual Catholic Appeal in our parish. As the Apostles 
preached the Good News to people from every nation in 
this week’s Gospel, we are called to do the same to all of 
our brothers and sisters. The Annual Catholic Appeal helps 
us to do that. Please make your gift to the Annual Catholic 
Appeal. You can pick up your pledge card after Mass in the 
gym during our Donut Sunday, make a gift online at 
aca.archstl.org or use Text-to-Give by texting “ACA” to 
243725  

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Nile-River/346183
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ancient_Egypt
https://kids.kiddle.co/970s
https://kids.kiddle.co/Pyramid
https://kids.kiddle.co/Egyptian_Museum
mailto:mousaba@sbcglobal.net

