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March 10, 2016

Dear Priests, Deacons and Faithful of the Archdiocese of St. Louis,

On Good Friday, March 25, 2016, the annual collection for the Holy Land will be taken
up in parishes throughout the Archdiocese of St. Louis. | am requesting all parishes in the
Archdiocese of St. Louis take up this collection on Good Friday in support of the Holy
Land.

The Gospel message of compassion confirms the need for the Good Friday collection in
support of our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land. We must recognize how much the
generous concern of Catholics around the world has already accomplished in this
tumultuous area of the world. Our financial assistance supports the Holy Sites, but also
those pastoral, charitable, educational and social works, which the Church supports in the
Holy Land for the welfare of their Christian brethren and of the local communities.

More specifically, these resources come to the aid of families, often enhancing or saving
the lives of the old, the sick, and the disabled. In addition, aid is provided to the
unemployed and to youth that seek a brighter future.

| want to ask you for your generous support of the collection for the Holy Land on Good
Friday, March 25, 2016.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson
Archbishop of St. Louis



