
NEWSWORTHY 

Place your items for  
St. Vincent de Paul in the barrels at the 

main entrance to the church and  
the West annex door: 

    Needed this week:                                                                                                                                                
                                                              SODA CRACKERS                                    

If you would like to donate flowers from your 

garden for the altar, please contact  

Rose Stormer 503-524-8418   

by Wednesday.  Thank You!! 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, August 8th 
5:00pm     †Paul Trask 
 
Sunday, August 9th 
7:30am    †David Ruiz--Sister 
9:00am    †Allen Petersen--Family 
10:45am  People of St. Cecilia 
12:30pm  †Bill Burke—John Walt & Don 
 2:30pm   †Isidra Torres—Marina Cordova 
 
Monday, August 10th 
8:00am    Bernie & Diane Tomasko—51

st
 Anniversary 

 
Tuesday, August 11th 
8:00am    Int of St. Gerard Guild Members 
 
Wednesday, August 12th 
8:00am    †Allen Petersen—Jeff & Kristi 
 
Thursday, August 13th 
8:00am    †Peter, Mary & James Nguyen—Jeff & Kristi 
 
Friday, August 14th 
8:00am    †Nathan Hollingsworth--Mom 
 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00am    †Anna Schnatter-Family 

From St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) 

Thank you to our wonderful parishioners who  

responded to our call for help.  Now, I am asking in  

particular for help two days a month to interview clients 

for rent and utility assistance.  If you have the time, 

please call SVDP or Kathy Johnson 503-644-6917.   

 

Also, the SVDP Portland Council needs more golf teams 

for their tournament on Friday, August 14th. 

Contact John Keith 503-287-4073 or 503-421-7249. 

JESUS I TRUST IN YOU 
 

Singing of the  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

for the sick and dying and  
pro-life causes  

Monday evenings at 7:00pm  
in the  Adoration Chapel. 

John S. Boyle, 

Msgr. Campbell, 

Alan Young 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARIES! 

Jim & Anne Galbraith, July 10, 39 years 

Bob & Virginia Casono, July 20, 41 years 

Curt & Angela Fingal, July 22, 10 years 
 

John & Mary Lauer, August 3,  58 years 

Bill & Margaret Walker, August 4, 42 years 

Angelito & Zenaida Buganan, August 6, 26 years 

John & Josephine Moore, August 9, 63 years 

Patrick & Kathleen O’Claire, August 9, 29 years 

Bill & Judy Kunz, August 10, 52 years 

Bernie & Diane Tomasko, August 10, 52 years 

Kasey & Tina Griffin, August 10, 24 years 

Joe & Carrie McCarthy, August 10, 19 years 

Ken & Barbara Balmforth, August 12, 48 years 

Maynard & Alex Hobarts, August 17, 52 years 

Allen & Georgann Reel, August 19, 49 years 

David & Lori Thom, August 22, 23 years 

Rick & Michelle Hallett, August 31, 24 years 

VOCATIONS COMMITTEE 
We ask each parishioner to pray the following  

Petition to God: 
 

“For all those called to priesthood and consecrated life,  

that they will have no fear in responding to Jesus as  

He calls them to trust in Him and His choice of them,” 

We pray to the Lord. 

August 9, 2015  
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading    
Psalm 

Second Reading 
Gospel 

 

  1 Kings 19:4-8 
   Psalm 34:2-9 
   Ephesians 4:30-5:2 
   John 6:41-51 

“JESUS IS THE BREAD OF LIFE; HE IS THE LIVING 

BREAD.  BOTH OF THESE STATEMENTS HELP US  

UNDERSTAND BETTER THE GIFT THAT  

JESUS GIVES US IN THE EUCHARIST.  WE  

BELIEVE THAT  RECEIVING JESUS IN THE  

EUCHARIST WILL LEAD US TO ETERNAL LIFE.” 



PASTOR’S CORNER 

 

 FISCAL YEAR-END PARISH REPORT 

Greetings! 

      In this weekend’s bulletin, you will find the year-end report of the recently concluded  

fiscal year (July 2014-June 2015) for various ministries and also a recap of our financial  

position from that period.  

      Looking back, it was a very full year, not just because of the many activities and events that we had, but also it 

was a time of transition for all of us with the appointments of Father Mark and myself as Parochial Vicar and  

Pastor.  For Father Mark and I, the first year was a period of observation and getting to know the community as a 

whole, understanding the dynamics on  “how things are done” in the parish. I must say that the transition for me 

was not that difficult because we have a very able and efficient staff, but also because of the openness, flexibility, 

kindness and love of our parish members.  I am incredibly thankful for the support I have been receiving from so 

many of you. I have always seen my ministry here at St. Cecilia’s as a collaborative one, mindful that we are all 

one in this together, sharing our unique gifts and talents in the building up of the Kingdom of God.  

      Aside from the parish staff, we are also very blessed to have very active, dedicated and competent members of 

the Pastoral and Finance Councils.  The Pastoral Council, under the leadership of Kevin Hassett, has assisted me 

tremendously in evaluating our core ministries and coming up with pastoral priorities that will define our direction 

in the next few years. Since they are the representatives of the parish at large, their inputs, suggestions,  

constructive criticisms and observations are valuable in crafting our pastoral goals, giving me a wider and more 

comprehensive picture of the parish’s lay of the land.  Equally indispensable is the Finance Council. With the  

current members of our Finance Council, the parish is very much assured that we are doing our best in being good 

stewards of our resources.  The parish is blessed to have a Finance Council, under the leadership of Diane  

Punchocar, that is truly invested in ensuring that there is transparency, accountability and good stewardship with 

our resources, especially with our finances.  I commend and thank both Councils for doing a terrific job during our 

last fiscal year.   

      Please take time to read the individual reports of our various ministries.  I know that it is impossible to  

document everything that we have done as one community for the past fiscal year, but these reports will provide 

us a solid picture on how the year has been for us. As I was reviewing them for this publication, I was filled with 

awe and thanksgiving as they manifest how active the Holy Spirit is working in our parish community. Personally, 

they inspire me all the more to improve the quality of my priestly ministry and find more ways to bring us closer 

to one another and with the Lord.  Again, thank you so much for your unconditional support and love for our  

parish. May the good Lord, who has begun the work in us, bring it to completion. – Fr. Cary  

 

It’s been quite a fun year full of activity!  Thanks to a suggestion by Betsy Willing (and her 

skillful management), we started a women’s bible study that regularly had between 100-150 

women attending (you can find the videos and notes on our website  

http://stceciliachurch.org/womens-bible-basics ).  In Advent, we returned the tabernacle to 

the center of the sanctuary space to emphasize that Jesus is the center of our worship and our 

life, and that has had tremendous spiritual ramifications for our community.  We also had an 

enormously successful Lenten soup and supper series on the Mass hosted by Fr. Cary and 

yours truly.   Our Young Adult group had a great kickoff in May and continues to grow, 

thanks to our new leaders, Amber and Griffin Ramsdell.  To top it all off, we were one of 

the few parishes in Oregon that hosted the travelling relic of St. John Paul II—a visit that 

brought much grace and healing into our midst.  I feel privileged to be a part of such a dynamic and “happening” 

parish.  However, more than the quality events are the truly wonderful people here who make St. Cecilia a  

powerhouse of faith as well as service.  From the Pro-life group, to St. Vincent de Paul, Social concerns,  

Hospitality, Men’s Club, Ministry to the Homebound, Knights of Columbus, Spanish prayer ministry, and a  

multitude of other service and prayer groups, St. Cecilia truly is a place of prayer and service.  It is a great honor 

to serve in your midst as your priest.  God bless you and let’s make this next year even better! 

-Fr. Mark Bentz 

http://stceciliachurch.org/womens-bible-basics


   MINISTERIO HISPANO   -   PARROQUIA SANTA CECILIA, BEAVERTON 
  Coordinador: Diácono Bill Richardson  

                                                                                                                                                                  Sacerdotes: P. Cary Reniva y P. Marcos Bentz 

  Secretaria: Erika Ascencio 

    Teléfono oficina: 503-644-2619, Ext. 161 o Ext. 176 

  Horas de oficina en español: de Lunes a Jueves de 2:00 a 5:00 PM  

DECIMO NOVENO DOMINGO  

DE TIEMPO ORDINARIO   

  9 DE AGOSTO, 2015 
 

MISA EN ESPAÑOL LOS SÁBADOS 

     El P. Cary anunció recientemente que vamos a tener un  

cambio muy importante en el horario de Misa en Santa Cecilia.   

     Comenzando en septiembre tendremos una segunda Misa en 

español cada fin de semana.  Será el día sábado a las 7 PM,  

como Misa de Vigilia. 
 

YO SOY EL PAN VIVO 

     Jesús indica claramente en el evangelio de hoy que ÉL  

MISMO ES EL PAN DE LA VIDA.  Igual que nuestros  

antepasados en la fe, a nosotros también nos cuesta entender 

qué es lo que significa esto exactamente.  Dios usa a la Iglesia 

que Cristo fundó – nuestra Iglesia Católica - para ayudarnos a 

vivirlo plenamente.     

     Comenzamos el domingo antepasado con una CATEQUESIS 

en 5 partes sobre el significado de LA MISA.  Aprovechando la 

oportunidad que las lecturas del evangelio nos ofrecen, se nos 

invita a todos a profundizar en el conocimiento y nuestra  

apreciación por el gran regalo que tenemos en la Eucaristía. 
 

NECESITAMOS SERVIDORES PARA LA MISA 

     Una de las consecuencias inmediatas de añadir otra Misa de 

español es la gran necesidad de reclutar y formar MÁS  

MINISTROS para servir.  Por ejemplo, ocuparemos más  

LECTORES, más UJIERES, más MONAGUILLOS, más  

MÚSICOS, y más MINISTROS EXTRAORDINARIOS DE LA 

EUCARISTÍA.   

     TODOS los que asistimos a Misa regularmente debemos  

preguntarnos: 

¿De qué manera puedo ayudar yo?  ¿Es que el Señor quiere que 

yo sirva durante la Misa en uno de estos ministerios? 

     Nos van a hacer falta unas 40-50 personas más para que 

nuestras celebra-ciones se lleven bien con buen respaldo de la 

comunidad.  Hable con Erika en la oficina parroquial, o con el 

Diácono Bill, o con el coordinador del ministerio que le interesa 

para obtener más información.  MUCHAS GRACIAS. 
 

TALLER DE FORMACIÓN: CATEQUISTAS 

     El  MIERCOLES 12 de AGOSTO, continuamos el taller en 4 

partes para orientación y formación de catequistas y ayudantes 

de nuestros programas de Catecismo.  Eso es para el programa 

de los lunes como el de los miércoles durante el año escolar.  

Catequistas de OTROS programas o ministerios de la  

parroquia pueden asistir también. 

     El taller es en el Centro Parroquial los miércoles entre  

6:30 y 8:30 PM. 
 

JORNADA FAMILIAR MARIANA: AGOSTO 15 

     En St. Anthony, Tigard.     Una hermosa oportunidad para 

honrar a la Santísima Virgen.       Aprovechemos este tiempo de 

gracia para acercarnos a ella. 

     Boletos y más información a la salida de Misa y en la oficina 

parroquial. 

 

 

 

SERVICIO PARA NIÑOS: durante MISA DE 2:30 

     Comenzando en SEPTIEMBRE … desde 18 meses hasta 

7 años.       

     Incluye cuidado de  bebés (18 meses hasta 3 años), y un 

programa para niños de 4 y 5, y Liturgia de la Palabra para 

niños de 6 y 7. 

     Para llevarlo a cabo, NECESITAMOS VOLUNTARIOS, 

personas que pueden ayudar a cuidar, y para guiar y  

orientar a los niños.  Si usted es bilingüe, sería una ayuda, 

pero no es necesario.   

     Si le interesa averiguar más, hable con Erika en la oficina 

parroquial (ext. 161).     
 

SAN LORENZO, DIÁCONO Y MARTIR 

     Esta semana la Iglesia universal celebra uno de nuestros 

grandes santos de los primeros siglos de la Iglesia.  San  

Lorenzo, uno de 7 diáconos del Papa, en el año 258, dió un 

testimonio poderoso de Cristo ante el emperador romano 

Valeriano antes de morir como mártir, señalando a los  

pobres, enfermos y afligidos como tesoro importantísimo de 

la Iglesia: más valioso que oro y plata. 
 

SACRAMENTOS PARA ADUTOS 

     Las personas (mayores de 18 años) que deseen prepararse 

para recibir los sacramentos de BAUTISMO, PRIMERA 

COMUNIÓN, o CONFIRMACIÓN pueden llamar a la  

oficina parroquial y hablar con Erika, o apuntarse para  

comenzar esta preparación en septiembre.  Las clases en 

español se ofrecen los domingos de 12:15-1:30 PM en el  

Centro Parroquial. 
 

CLASES DE CATECISMO       

     Inscripciones para el nuevo año 2015-16 SON AHORA, 

en el mes de AGOSTO. 

     La preparación para los sacramentos de Primera  

Confesión y Primera Comunión consiste en un curso de DOS 

AÑOS, y que incluye no solamente al niño o joven, pero  

también a sus padres.  Las clases para los padres de familia 

se ofrecen el mismo día y a la misma hora que las de los  

niños. 
 

MENSAJE MARIANO  

    “¡Queridos hijos!  También hoy los invito: oren, oren, oren.  

Solamente en la oración estarán cerca de mí y de mi Hijo, y 

se darán cuenta de cuán breve es esta vida.  En su corazón 

nacerá el deseo del Cielo; la alegría reinará en su corazón y 

la oración fluirá como un río.  En sus palabras habrá  

solamente agradecimiento a Dios por haberlos creado, y el 

deseo de la santidad llegará a ser realidad en ustedes.  !

Gracias por haber respondido a mi llamado!” 25 de agosto, 

2006. 
 

OFERTORIO 

     Estas cantidades abajo son lo que aportamos en nuestra Misa 

de español.  No se olviden de ofrecer LA PRIMERA HORA de 

nuestro trabajo de la semana a nuestro Señor. 

    7/19/15     $1,124        7/12/15     $1,391         7/5/15      $1,026 

      Gracias por su continua generosidad en el trabajo 
de Nuestro Señor. 



Dear St. Cecilia Parish, 

 

 

This past academic year has been an amazing one for St. Cecilia School!  We began the year 

just shy of 300 students strong, PK-8.  These numbers reflected a steadily growing  

enrollment for our school, representing a 20% increase from just a few Septembers ago.  We 

are excited to see this kind of positive response from both our parish members and  

surrounding community, as we continue to welcome new students and families to our school. 

 

Below are some of the highlights that we observed and experienced throughout the 2014-2015 school year: 

 

After producing and presenting a comprehensive Self-Study based on feedback from all role-players within 

our parish-school community, we were graced by the presence of an Accreditation Visiting Team 

from the Western Catholic Educational Association (WCEA).  The team spent three days on-site 

in October observing firsthand our Catholicity, academic rigor, school-wide learning expectations 

and sense of community; basically, the focus of the Visiting Team was to validate the contents of 

our document, including our self-identified goals, and to confirm that we are indeed “living” our 

mission.  The response was beyond wonderful, with exceptionally strong marks across the board 

and the highest status level a school could attain—“Full Accreditation Status” through the year                  

                                      2021. 

 

With support for our Fund-an-Item at the previous year’s Auction, we kicked off the school year with brand 

new SmartBoard technology in every classroom!  Training and additional resources were provided to all 

teachers, PK-8.  The purchase of iPads for students in our K-2 classrooms this year provided a “bookend” 

of sorts to our vision for digital learning at   St. Cecilia School—namely, a cross-curricular provision of 

technology education for all of our students at every grade level.  Our expansive program includes:   

      SmartBoards (PK-8), iPads (K-2), Chromebooks (Mobile Cart/Gr. 3-8), BYOT (Digital Textbooks/ 

      Gr. 6-8).  These advances in technology and our approach to incorporating digital learning into our regular 

curriculum have made St. Cecilia School a technology leader among schools in the Catholic, private and  

      public sectors. 

 

Our faculty and staff continue to shine in their roles as teachers, mentors and role models for the children in 

their care.  As principal, I am grateful each and every day for the incredible job that they do as they truly 

are at the heart of what makes St. Cecilia a school of excellence in every way.  It is a testament to how  

      seriously and happily they take their commitment to St. Cecilia that every teacher is returning to us in the 

2015-2016 academic year.  How blessed we are to have a faculty and staff who have dedicated themselves 

to the mission of our school and who work so effectively alongside one another as a purposeful, positive 

and productive team. 

 

A few final “fun facts” to mention:  (1) 100% of our eighth grade graduates this year who applied to one or 

more Catholic high schools were accepted into their schools of choice—an outstanding accomplishment 

that is truly worth celebrating; (2) In addition to offering new courses this past year as part of our ever 

evolving middle school electives program, our music director (and professional violinist) has developed a 

new String Orchestra class to begin in the fall; and, (3) In our efforts to ensure a safe and secure  

      environment for all users, we have added an expanded, facilities-wide PA system, locking playground 

gates and interior and exterior security cameras. 

 

 

On behalf of everyone associated with St. Cecilia School, please know how very much we appreciate 

and are grateful for you, the parishioners, and for our devoted leader, Fr. Cary.   

Our blessings to you and your families for a fabulous summer!  See you in September— 

Sue Harris, Principal 



Finance, Facilities & Sacraments 

Fiscal Year July 2014 through June 2015 
 

Church & Parish Center 
Finance 

 Offertory exceeded Budget by $23,000 (2%).  Offertory provides 95% of Income.   

                  Thank you contributors! 

 Expenses were $32,000 (3%) below budget. 

 As a result, we are able to transfer $61,000 to the Maintenance Reserve Fund to maintain and improve 

facilities. 

 

Facilities 

This year, we were able to complete major projects including: 

  Installed Security Cameras in the Parish Center 

  Repaired the Parish Center Water Leak 

  Painted and installed carpet in the Parish Office (replaced 50 year old carpet!) 

  Purchased additional tables and chairs for the Parish Center 

  Changed Church Light Bulbs to LED for energy and cost savings 

  Moved the tabernacle and added new sanctuary furniture in the Church 

  Church bathrooms were remodeled, including the addition of a changing table for babies 

 

     On behalf of Fr. Cary, thank you to the 230+ households (including Girl Scout 

Troop #45169 who voted to donate money from their cookie sale profits to support the 

project since they appreciate using the Fireside Room for their monthly meetings) who 

contributed over $48,000 of the estimated $55,000 cost to purchase a new Parish  

Center HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning) system.  The generosity 

from our parish community was overwhelming —this project is in process and is  

expected to be completed by August 31st! 

 

School 
Finance 

 Total Income was $40,000 (2%) below budget due to more parishioner multi-child families who receive 

a discounted tuition rate and fewer students who pay the full cost of tuition.   

 Expenses were $82,000 (4%) below budget. 

 

Facilities 

This year, we were able to complete major projects including:  

 Installed Security Cameras 

 Painted Hallway Walls 

 Refinished the Gym and Cafeteria Floors  

 

 

157  

Baptisms 

117  

First Communions 

61 

Confirmations 
19 

Marriages 

31 

Deaths 
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Praise and Worship 
Fr. Mark graciously lead Elementary Faith Formation students and families in praise 
and worship a few times this year while Amy, Elementary Faith Coordinator, helped 
them learn the skill of “call and response.”  We were happy to be joined by adults 
and families that were drawn in by the music and spirit that wafted out into the  
parking lots.  

Elementary Faith Formation 
 Believers and Disciples had an Exciting Year! 

May Crowning of Mary– Elementary Faith Formation families were joined by 

9am Mass goers to honor Mother Mary. 5th Graders led reflections and made a  

floral crown. Fr . Mark led Music & Fr. Cary led prayer. Students brought flowers 

to leave in Mary’s honor. Parents shared memories of past May Crowning’s they 

participated in as children.  All who attended hope this becomes a  yearly tradition 

here at St. Cecilia. 

End of Year Elementary Faith Formation Picnic– FUN!! 
May marked the end of our amazing Faith Formation year and what better way to 

end the year than with a family picnic and recognition of our Volunteers. Thank 
you to the Knight’s of  Columbus for  serving snow cones, hotdogs, and kettle 
corn to the 200+ hungry people that joined us for fun and fellowship.  

Family Days– Inspiring! 
Elementary Faith Formation isn’t just for the kids. We have Family days throughout 
the year for parents and siblings to join together for activities that help us know 
God, love God, and give us opportunities to be His disciples. It is not uncommon to 
have over 200 people interacting in faith activities on these days. 
 
This year we gathered as families in: 

 September:  for praise and worship/Orientation 

 October:  for All Saints day, children dressed as Saints and parents were  
        welcome to stay and join in the classroom activities. 

 November:  Advent Lessons and activities in the gym for the whole parish 

 December:  for Christmas Service day, we collected over 200 new toys to be 
given to families in need, had a sing-a-long and enjoyed Chr istmas  

        activities. Christmas Eve, some of the children participated in the Live 
        Nativity. We also adopted a family to br ing some additional Chr istmas joy        
                    to their home.  

 Lent:  outdoor Stations of the Cross were set up and available for  families 
to visit, 1st graders and parents cleaned the pews in the church, Rice Bowls 
were distributed and money collected was donated to local and international 
charities. 

 March:  Palm Sunday activities and breaking of bread prayers with families 

 May:  May crowning of Mary, end of year picnic, and volunteer appreciation 
 

These programs have been a spirit filled and welcome addition to our 
 Elementary programs during the past two years. 

Students in Grades 1-5 meet on Sundays, September to May, where opportunities are created for them to Know God, Love God, 
and Be His disciples. Classroom lessons, hands on activities, prayer services, praise and worship, and family gatherings fill our 
calendar and our spirits as we walk together on this journey of faith. Over 100 students were served through this ministry this 
year; their families walked alongside them learning and sharing faith.  
 

Traditionally these groups have met in a classroom style atmosphere only. During the last two years, many opportunities to  
combine classes for projects and prayer, and to gather for  “Family Day”  activities, have enhanced the lessons, faith, and spirit of 
the families in our programs. We have named the groups to reflect  their respective faith journey—Believers (grades 1-2) and  
Disciples (grades 3-5).  A few of the wonderful new additions to our program are highlighted below.  

Thank you to all the AMAZING Catechists, volunteers, and parish support for another successful year!  
Thank you also to the families that gather and entrust their children to our care! God Bless you, Amy 



    Seekers is a family participation program we 
have developed here at St. Cecilia.  

Families seeking First Eucharist for their  
children, in grades 2-5, journey together through 

lessons, homework, hands on activities, and  
a retreat, growing in faith together. 

 

62 children and their families  
 walked in faith together 

 

 
During this past year, we: 
 
 Gathered once a month to do activities and    

 lessons, in addition to students’ regular  
     religion classes 
 
 Participated in First Reconciliation  
                 Sacrament and prayer service, January, 2015 
 
 Attended a retreat designed specifically for  

our families on St. Cecilia Campus in March 
 
 Made bread for parishioners  and had it 

blessed at Sunday Mass in March 
 
 Partnered with our Homebound Ministry to                
                 pray for, and receive prayer from, our Prayer             
        Partners 
 
 Received First Eucharist in April, 2015 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support of our  
First Communicants!  

We hope to enhance this program to include the  
congregation more in their journey next year.  

Stay tuned…. 

 

Seekers  
First Eucharist Preparation 

Trust Walk– Parents and child 
take turns doing trust activities 
to improve communication and 
teach trust in Jesus as well. 

Resurrection Eggs– Learning 
about the journey of Holy Week 
and Jesus’ sacrifice for us. 

Prayer Walk-Families explore the 
church space together during 
a guided meditation. 

Bread Making- Families learn 
about the Eucharist and make 
bread to hand out to parishioners 
with a note attached asking for 
prayers on their journey to First 
Eucharist. 

Seekers Retreat 
  Some highlights 



GOOD NEWS FROM YOUTH MINISTRY 

Faith Formation classes for all ages, with their new format following 9:00am Mass, continued through 

the first week end of May. The welcome, well received change helps families to consolidate their Sundays, 

but also creates a wonderful energy on the parish grounds.  It has allowed the youth to be here when many 

others are here, as opposed to being the only group here on Sunday nights. 
 

Liturgy each Sunday is vital to live life as a Catholic Christian in today’s world. This message is central to 

what we do at our Sunday gatherings.  In April, we found two young women to direct a youth and young 

adult led choir at the 12:30pm Mass. It has been very well received; there is still room for new members. 

Our middle and high school gatherings this school year will end with worshiping God at this 12:30pm liturgy.  Giving the youth and 

teens a place to serve in the various Liturgical Ministries is critical for them to feel like they matter here at St. Cecilia. 
 

Middle School youth learned more about being Catholic and about Salvation History through the study of the Saints, the  

Catechism, and a Bible Study called Encounter - a video series by Ascension Press with Bible Geek, Mark Hart. The hope is to offer 

a LifeTeen approach to our middle school youth called EDGE.  Life Teen is very Eucharistic and Marian centered with a mission 

statement of “Leading Teens Closer to Christ”, but many people are needed to offer a relevant, dynamic, comprehensive ministry to 

our middle and high school youth. 
 

High School youth have been exploring the Catholic Faith through the series Chosen, also created by Ascension Press on  

location in many different cities around the world with many presenters who are involved in national Catholic Youth Ministry,  

including some local names like Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers. Life Teen will be one of our main resources as we plan for dynamic, 

engaging youth ministry gathering on most Sunday mornings.  We will be concluding our middle and high school youth gatherings 

with the youth attending together the 12:30pm Mass that is led by a youth and young adult choir. 
 

First Saturdays started last fall as an opportunity for youth to worship at a daily Mass  

followed by spending time serving others.  We served the The Oregon Food Bank several times 

where we bagged up frozen vegetables.  One month, youth made greeting cards and love rocks 

(love-drenched-life.com) to be given away to homebound parishioners, food box recipients, and 

to homeless people we met when we walked the streets of NW Portland several Saturday  

mornings.  We also  participated several times at Night Strike, an outreach to homeless people on 

Thursday nights in Portland.  
 

Retreats – An annual weekend retreat for high school youth, “Saints Alive” , happens the first weekend of November at the  

Fr. Bernard Youth Center.  This wonderful Catholic retreat center is located in the holy city of Mt. Angel next to the  

Benedictine Sisters’ Convent.  The beautiful chapel is the center of our offerings of Mass each day, Reconciliation, and times of 

prayer. 
 

In mid April, we held a Surprise 

Secret Service Retreat.  It was a 

25 hour retreat for the high school 

youth; middle school youth could 

join in for a day of service on  

Saturday.  The high school youth 

who spent the night in the school 

learned how to make homemade apple pies.  The teens blessed families of the parish who had lost a loved one in the past year and a 

half with a pie and/or a potted flower and  performed several hours of service, mostly yard clean up.   
 

 

Confirmation – The Sacrament of Confirmation was conferred on 50 youth on May 5th by 

Archbishop John Vlazny at a beautiful Mass.  A bilingual choir was directed again this year by 

Steve Hurd and Suzy Gonzalez.  

 

Rallies and Conferences– The middle school youth can attend a rally called “Chosen” ; high school youth are offered a rally 

called “Rise Up.”   These rallies are put on thanks to hard work by youth ministers of the Archdiocese.  In alternating years, there is a 

youth conference in Oregon at Seaside that  the Archdiocese of Portland offers - ADYC in Seaside  had 700 in attendance in 2014. 

The National Council of Youth Ministry offers NCYC in Indianapolis…. Lucas Oil Stadium will likely be filled again this year 

(November 2013, there were 24,000 in attendance). A group from our parish will be joining the Archdiocese contingent.  All of these 

events bring hundreds of teens together around the riches of our Catholic Faith. The power of the Sacraments, worship and dynamic, 

national Catholic musicians and speakers lead the young people in worship and catechize them about Jesus. They are all quite  

moving. They break open the  message of Jesus Christ and talk about how to live as Catholics in our world.  They all offer teens a 

bigger, world-wide church experience that is so important for them. 





The Catholic Journey 

Are you considering becoming Catholic? 
Are you a Catholic adult interested in being confirmed? 

Are you a Catholic who is ready to explore your faith anew? 
Would you like to join a faith-filled team? 

Join us for RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Beginning September 13, 2015 

Each year, men and women embark on an exploration of the Catholic faith.  
Some are deciding if they are called into the Catholic Church; others have been 
Catholic all of their lives and are now interested in discovering what this really 
means.  Together, we witness to the fact that our search for God is a lifelong   

journey, a journey on which we make the most progress when we walk it with 
others and with intention. 

 
When: Sunday Mornings,  

9 am-Noon, to include Mass.   
Beginning September 13th  

Where: St. Cecilia School Library 
What:   Exploring the Catholic 

Faith 
Who:  Non-Catholics and Catholics 

Together 
How:  Contact Mike Flanigan at 

503-524-6922 or  
mikefRCIA@gmail.com  

 
Classes for Children/Youth will be 

provided at the same time. 

 
What is R.C.I.A.?  It is not simply another  

parish program.  It is not simply a  
convert instruction class. 

 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a 
process through which adults are initiated 

 into the Catholic faith community. 
 

The Rite provides human experiences 
through a sense of belonging and growth in 

the spirit as knowledge is put into  
perspective and hearts are opened to the 

Lord.  The RCIA calls for serious and  
sustained attention to spiritual growth as the 

person experiences a Catholic way of life. 



ST. JUDE GUILD was formed in 1974 primarily as a 

support for Catholic women at St. Cecilia Parish who 
wanted to be acquainted with other women of their 
faith.  Our mission is to be of assistance to the pastor in 
parish events and endeavors. 
  
Saint Thomas Aquinas said that nothing on earth is more 
prized than true friendship.  Many of our guild sisters feel 
that the friendship and support lent to them have carried 
them through difficult times with family problems, poor 
health and death.  We have a bond built on faith, trust 
and caring for one another.  There have been times 
when that friendship with other Catholic women has  
provided the empathy and strength of which Saint  
Thomas Aquinas spoke. 
  
Our Guild mission is centered in Christ, and we have 
many functions that encourage and support that  
relationship.  Just before Lent , we have an Evening  
Retreat and potluck meal.  A guest speaker leads the 
retreat which emphasizes prayer, scripture and  
meditation.  On the last Wednesday of each month, we 
meet as a group for Holy Mass and breakfast.  After the 
holidays, we gather with our husbands or significant  
others for Mass in one of our homes followed by a  
potluck feast. 
  
Several other events draw St. Jude Guild sisters  
together.  Before the holidays, we have an Annual Tea; 
in late spring, we celebrate our friendship on a Getaway 
to the beach.  In February, we play Bunko after our 
monthly meeting.  In keeping with the church's  
outreach to the poor, St. Jude Guild supports the  
Streetlight organization with a major portion of our yearly 
dues.  And for many years, our members have cut cakes, 
served and poured punch at the St. Cecilia First  
Communion Receptions in April and May. 
  
In the spirit of friendship, we welcome all Catholic women 
at St. Cecilia's into our membership.  We meet on the 
last Thursday of each month in our homes. 

 
~ Barbara Balmforth 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  FOR ADULTS 

This past year, we had a total of 11 adults involved in the  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program,  plus 

many adult leaders and other Catholics continuing their  

faith journey (see RCIA group photo to right). 
 

4 adults received the sacraments of Baptism, 1st Communion, 

and Confirmation. 
 

4 received 1st Reconciliation, 1st Communion, and  

Confirmation. 
 

1 received 1st Communion and Confirmation. 
 

2 Received Confirmation. 
 

All enjoyed dynamic, thought-provoking classes, an upbeat, 

interactive program, and faith-filled Catholic formation.  All 

enjoyed camaraderie and the positive experience of sharing/

increasing/focusing their faith with like-minded Christians.  

All were welcomed as Catholics at our Easter Vigil Mass and/

or the celebration of Confirmation at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 

 
Would you like to be part of the 2015-2016 RCIA?   

We begin some exploratory, “pre-catechumenate”  

classes on Sunday, September 13 — 

we would love to welcome you to our  

journey.  Please contact Mike Flanigan at  

503-524-6922 for more details.   

FAITH CAFÉ MINISTRY continues to be a great 

service to our community thanks to the dedicated folks on 

the Faith Café Board and all the generous volunteers who 

share their resources and time with folks not as materially 

fortunate as they.    
 

The board consists of at least one person from each of our 

Vicariate parishes along with members from other  

churches and groups.   Karen Anliker is our St. Cecilia  

representative and is (as are all the members) extremely 

hard-working, generous, compassionate and conscientious 

about the mission.  The representatives take turns being 

site-managers (at least 2 per Sunday) and are all most  

helpful and enjoyable to work with every 7 weeks.   
 

Bethel Congregational Church continues to be a  vibrant 

meeting place each Sunday for many folks in our area 

where they can share a nutritious meal with friends and 

select a few groceries for the rest of the week.   
 

Our faithful, reliable and experienced St. Cecilia  

volunteers continue to serve on each of our assigned  

Sundays, even holidays, and are most loved and  

appreciated for their outpouring of love and concern  

for our neighbors.   
 

  Of course, every parishioner, age 13 and up, is invited and 

encouraged to join this ministry.   There is always room 

for more to experience this unique way to meet Christ.  
 

Please send me an email or give me a call if you are so 

inclined.   darlenemoor@gmail.com or 503-649-4252. 

mailto:darlenemoor@gmail.com


40 Days of Life -- Prayer and Fasting/Community Outreach/Peaceful Vigil 
10,331 babies saved nation-wide since 2007! 

41 babies in Oregon since 2008!!! 
 

118 abortion workers quit! 60 abortion centers closed! 

Planned Parenthood Beaverton Center  12220 SW First Street (two 

blocks North of SW Hall Boulevard, one block South of SW Farmington 

Road, near the Beaverton Library. Nearby school: Beaverton High 

School).  Sponsored by St. Cecilia Catholic Church. 

Contact : Marie Barzen: barzenm@frontier.com  

Fridays 8—10:30 AM / Every Saturday Pro Life Rosary at 8:50 AM  

 
Lovejoy Abortion Facility  55% of Tri-County abortions are  

committed at this facility.  922 NW 25th Avenue at Lovejoy Street 

Park on the neighborhood streets (three blocks from Good Samaritan  

Hospital. Nearest church: St. Mary’s Cathedral). 

        Currently, all 40 Days for Life campaigns are held at this location. 
        Next Campaign: September 11 Opening Ceremony with Archbishop Sample 

        Contact: Therese Ruesink 503-997-1884 

 
May’s Story 

     By the grace of God, we had our three “saves” or “turnarounds” during our 

last 40 days for life campaign at Lovejoy (Spring 2015). The third one was the 

result of showing "May" some beautiful fetal models when she came out the side 

door of the clinic. May actually touched the 10 week old model, but then went 

back inside, saying "I've already made up my mind".  

     We learned that May's mother was in her car, which was parked up the street. 

We went and spoke to her, offering her some prayer cards. She and her daughter 

are Christians. We learned that May's mom did not want her to get the abor-

tion.   May had even seen the ultrasound of her baby. But she still wanted to go 

through with it. At that point, all of us standing vigil prayed and waited.  We 

begged God to spare that baby's life and to spare May from the pain of abortion, 

and that the evil one would not be able to spread his lies.... and for a hedge of 

protection around her. 

     One of us wondered if we should then talk to May's Mom again, to see if she 

would go inside and try to get her daughter to come out of there. So we did. To 

our amazement, Mom went inside to talk to May!  A little later, Mom came out 

by herself and went back to her car. We thought this had indeed been the last 

chance, but we kept praying. 

     It was then that May’s mother went inside one last time. She and May decided 

to go home—May decided to KEEP her baby! They thanked the people praying 

for the information, resources, and prayers. 

That was a close one. Millimeters close.  

Our God is GOOD. Praise His Almighty Name! 

Camp Joshua– Pro-Life Spring Break Camp for Teens  
 

Scholarships went to Sarah Guenther, Beaverton High School 

and Cece Schuster, Portland Community College.  The young 
women trained during Spring Break to advance the pro-life 

value to others and to possibly begin a pro-life organization at 

their schools.  They also attended the 

Oregon Right to Life Conference in  

Portland.  Sara and Cece urge other teens 

to try it — confidence and courage to 

inform their peers to stand for life!   

wlmailhtml:%7b9CE50ED2-D532-45D8-8CCC-69B927ED1EF7%7dmid://00000084/!x-usc:mailto:barzenm@frontier.com


Oregon Right to Life Pro-Life Rally  

at Pioneer Courthouse Square with  

Archbishop Sample, January 17th 
Each year, on the eve of that fateful Supreme Court decision that  

legally allows abortion throughout all 9 months of pregnancy, we pray 

for the end of abortion and for the 58 million souls lost.   Hundreds of 

pro-lifers listened to speakers and prayed for our country.   Our own 

Archbishop shared words of encouragement and support that our Lord 

is in charge—but we still fight for the babies and mothers!  Try to find 

St. Cecilia parishioners at Pioneer Courthouse Square!  Our Respect 

Life Committee provided the ever popular “LIFE” balloons! 

Social Concerns Ministry 
Pope Francis invites each of us to live and share our faith through our words and actions.  

We are called to love and care for our neighbors!  Social Concerns strives to answer that call  
in our community and beyond through our many projects. 

 
Easter Joy   Easter is a joyful time of year. Thanks to the generosity of  
St. Cecilia parishioners, that joy was shared with the residents of Portland 
Old Town, The Good Neighbor Center and St. Mary’s Boys Home. The 
beautifully wrapped buckets brought smiles, joy and delight to the  
residents of Old Town as they exclaimed, “For ME?”  “WOW! I’m excited 
to look inside.”  “I feel so special.”  “I never got an Easter basket when I 
was a kid—we were too poor; now this makes me so happy.”  “God bless 

you and everyone involved in making these!”  “Thank you!”  The Good Neighbor Center families 
were so grateful for the joy and excitement they experienced when they received their awesome 
baskets. “I wish you could see the smiles of the children!”  Each boy at St. Mary’s received a 
bag of treats at their Easter dinner. Their thank you notes expressed how much they appreciated our thoughtfulness. 

 First 1000 Days: A Catholic Culture of Life Initiative  
The 1000 days from conception through a child's second birthday are the most crucial for 

a child's development. These 1000 days are our best opportunity to shape a  
healthier, more prosperous future for the child. All children.  

 

Why the 1000 Day Initiative? 
We cannot not have a conversation about life. Let us ask how do we cherish life from its  
beginning. Our culture lulls us into complacency. We can create a culture where all are  

welcomed and loved with mercy. 
 

Where All Are Welcomed and Loved With Mercy — Day 147 
“The world economy will only develop if it allows a dignified way of life for all human beings, from the eldest to the  

unborn child, not just for citizens of the G20 (the 20 major economies) member states but for every inhabitant  
of the earth, even those in extreme social situations or in the remotest places.”   Pope Francis.  

 Photo credit ©  

Jim Carpenter 



Social Concerns Ministry (continued) 

Macdonald Center Outing 
Summer is the time of year to enjoy the outdoors. However, many of the residents of Portland’s 
Old Town are not so fortunate, due to physical and mental disabilities. The Macdonald summer 
outing to beautiful Wildwood Recreation Site near Mt. Hood is an event the residents look  
forward to the entire year. They enjoy the delicious picnic lunch, relaxing under the trees, playing cards and bingo,  
hiking to the Salmon River, making s’mores, and the scenic ride to and from the park. Jon Ulsh, Executive Director,  
sent a note thanking us for our donation. He writes,” We are so excited to be able to offer the trip to Wildwood again this 
year. When you are trapped in the city, as many of our members are, with no prospects for being outside in the fresh 
mountain air, the chance to travel to Mt. Hood is a pretty wonderful treat. I am deeply grateful for all the assistance that 
your faith community offers us throughout the year. Thank you for making Macdonald Center possible.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Supply Drive 
With another school year beginning next month, the need for new school supplies is huge for children in our community. 
With the generosity of St. Cecilia parishioners, Social Concerns collects, sorts and delivers backpacks and school  
supplies to parish families, The Good Neighbor Center, Rose Haven and St. Mary’s Boys Home. Your generous  
donations make a huge difference in the lives of these children through the entire school year. 
 

On Going Support   
Throughout the year, Social Concerns Ministry raises funds to support other groups, some of which are a distance 
away. One is our parish partner, Christ the King Parish in Shiprock, NM. Christ the King, the poorest parish in the US,  
is located on the largest Native American reservation in our country. Our donations help the parish to meet its bills and 
needs of the parishioners. 
 

For the past five years, St. Cecilia has been supporting Ester Wairimu, an orphan from Kenya,  to receive an education. 
Presently, Ester is studying medical technology. The orphanage near Nairobi is asking for funds to refurbish the  
buildings and furnishings. After many years of use, they need to replace the stove, beds, mattresses and other  
necessities.  
 

Nearby is Rose Haven, a day shelter for women and children in Portland, that serves 60-100 women daily. The women 
come to be safe and warm, receive a nutritious meal and visit with friends. The facility provides an address to receive 
mail, use of the phone, support classes, counseling, bus passes, assistance with housing and more. St. Cecilia supports 
Rose Haven with volunteers and donations, especially clothing and financial assistance.                                                                                  
 

Each year, Social Concerns sponsors a baby shower for The Pregnancy Resource Center, nearby on 5th and Watson. 
We collect clothing and supplies for infants and new mothers. The pro-life facility supports mothers with counseling and 
choices for an unplanned pregnancy. 
 

THANKS TO THE AWESOME SUPPORT OF ST. CECILIA PARISHIONERS, we are able to join Pope Francis 
in sharing our faith through words and actions by loving and caring for our neighbors. 



St. Cecilia’s Vocations Committee Activities Celebrate the Year of Consecrated Life 
 

As the Catholic Church continues its observation of the Year of Consecrated Life as exhorted by Pope Francis, 

the St. Cecilia Vocations Committee provides our local Parish with resources and opportunities to help families 

learn about the consecrated life of religious men and women. These activities, which are spotlighted on the  

committee’s church webpage, focus on sharing experiences of prayer, service and community life with those 

living a consecrated life. 

 

Prayer. We celebrated World Day for Consecrated Life on February 7th and 8th by inviting parishioners to 

pray for the Year of Consecrated life at each Mass that weekend. Prayer cards were placed in the Breaking Bread 

books by the St. Cecilia School 7th grade class. We also asked parishioners to continue to pray throughout the Year 

of Consecrated Life. In addition, Fr. Cary devoted his Pastor’s Corner that weekend to those who live the  

consecrated life: “Their unique witness to the call of discipleship is a strong testimony that a “fulltime” life  

dedicated to the service of the Church and of God is a life marked with joy.”   

 

On Good Shepherd Sunday, April 26, the parish joined with the universal church to ask for God’s blessings in 

celebration of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Vocations Committee member Scott Petersen composed a special prayer for 

this day, which was then led by committee members at each of the weekend Masses. Scott’s prayer asked parishioners to “pray for 

ourselves and each other to be open to the presence of God in discerning the track or path that God in His wisdom and love has 

laid down for each of us.”  

 

Service. On March 6, the Vocations Committee was pr ivileged to provide a Soup Supper dur ing Lent. Committee members 

prepared a hearty meal of tomato soup, clam chowder and grilled cheese sandwiches for approximately 75 to 85 people. No one 

went away hungry. 

 

 

Community Life. The highlight of this year  was the wonder ful oppor tunity for  St. Cecilia to be one of only 

two local parishes to host the new play, Thérèse: The Story of a Soul. Written and produced by Saint Luke  

Productions, this drama was a face-to-face encounter with St. Thérèse of Lisieux, the most beloved saint of  

modern times. This performance was an honest, loving portrait of a real girl who struggled with anxieties, but  

overcame those obstacles by trusting in God. Thérèse’s spirituality speaks powerfully to our busy culture with the 

encouraging message that anyone can become a saint. 

 

 

To promote vocations to the religious life, each month the Vocations Committee is featuring one or two 

religious orders in the St. Cecilia bulletin, with an extended profile of those orders on the committee’s 

church webpage. In April, several representatives of the two featured orders – Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon 

and Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows – worshipped with St. Cecilia at the Sunday 

morning Masses, where they were welcomed and recognized by the presiding priest. Afterwards, the nuns 

joined parishioners for breakfast at the Knights Café, where they fellowshipped with parishioners and answered questions about 

their vocation. The committee will host another group of religious orders at a Mass in November.  

 

 

The Family Prayer Program encourages families to pray and promote vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Each month, families from different church ministries take one of the seven icons and dedicate time each day to pray 

for vocations, using the Vocations Prayer Book. The Second Vatican Council highlights the responsibility of the 

laity to pray for and support vocations. These icons are a tangible reminder of that special intention. This year, the 

following groups have taken the icons: Moms’ Fellowship, St. Gerard Guild, Teams of Our Lady, Men’s Club,  

Medjugorje Pilgrims, Young Adults and the Vocations Committee. 

 
 

 

 

As we continue to observe this Year of Consecrated Life, let this be your prayer: 

 O God, throughout the ages you have called women and men to pursue lives of perfect charity through the  

evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience. During this Year of Consecrated Life, we give you thanks for 

these courageous witnesses of Faith and models of inspiration. Their pursuit of holy lives teaches us to make a more 

perfect offering of ourselves to you. Continue to enrich your Church by calling forth sons and daughters who, having 

found the pearl of great price, treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above all things. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

A new chapter of the Serra Club is being formed in the Tualatin Valley.  The mission of the Serra Club is to 
foster and affirm vocations to the ministerial priesthood and vowed religious life in the USA  and, through 
this ministry, to further the members’ Catholic faith.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 12 at  

St. Anthony in Tigard, starting with Mass at 6:30pm.  All interested persons are invited to attend this  
meeting.  Fr. John Henderson is the chaplain for this new club, which will be officially chartered this fall. 



$10,000 
Hole-in-One 

ST. CECILIA SCHOOL 5TH ANNUAL  

GOLF TOURNAMENT—18 HOLE SCRAMBLE  

Friday, October 2, 2015 

Reserve Vineyards & Golf Club 
 

7am Registration 

8am Shotgun Scramble 

1pm Fiesta & Prizes 
 

$105 Per Player includes: 

 range balls, green fees, snacks & catered lunch 
 

Early Bird Sign Up = August 1, 2015 
 

Go to www.stceciliagolftournament.com  

CYO registration for Football, Cheer and Volleyball 
is now open.  Go to www.cyocamphoward.org to 

sign up for fall teams.  Contact Joe McCarthy,  
stceciliaad@gmail.com, with any questions. 

33rd Annual St. Cecilia Parish  

9-Hole Golf  Tournament and BBQ 
 

Sunday, August 16, 2015 

                                                     Tee times start at 12:30pm 

                                                     At McKay Creek Golf Course 

                                               BBQ at St. Cecilia Parish 
 

This is a scramble format. All levels of golfers are  

welcome. Put together your team of four, or join  

individually to be added to a team.  Join us for a  

fun-filled afternoon with family and friends.   

$30 for golf and BBQ; $5 for BBQ only 
 

Please contact Mike Meadows, 503-642-4421 

IN THE NEW CATHOLIC SENTINEL,  

READ ABOUT: 

 Some Catholics and their pets at the Grotto 

pet blessing—adorable and holy make a good 

mix 

 Archbishop Sample’s concluding column on the holiness 

of marriage 

 The lives of two priests who were influential on Oregon 

Catholicism in the years after the Second Vatican Council 

 What local conference-goers learned about putting Pope 

Francis’ encyclical into practice 

 Some tips for going on a pilgrimage 

 Why Archbishop Sample will be riding his bicycle around 

Lake Oswego later this month 

http://www.cyocamphoward.org
mailto:stceciliaad@gmail.com

