
December 6th, 2015—2nd Sunday in Advent  Welcome to St. Nicholas Catholic Church! 

www.stncc.net Lord, Let it be You who lives in me today. www.facebook.com/stncc.net 

This week at St. Nicholas 
Mon Dec 7 Is 35:1-10/ Ps 85:9-14/Lk 5:17-26 

7:00pm Mass 

Tue Dec 8 Immaculate Conception—Holy Day of Obligation 
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:15am Mass at Lonsdale with Holy Cross   
8:35am Fatima Rosary Group 
7:00pm Mass 

Wed Dec 9 Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10/Mt 11:28-30 
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Adrian & Scott Fisher 
4:45pm Confessions 
6:30pm Religious Education Classes 
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Dec 10 Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1, 9-13/Mt 11:11-15 
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Maria Damiani 
1:00pm Holy Cross Christmas Concert 
3:30pm Children’s Choir Practice 
6:30pm Men’s Group 
7:00pm RCIA Class 
7:00pm Holy Cross Christmas Concert 

Fri Dec 11 Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Mt 11:16-19 
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Paul & Theresa Leon+  
7:00pm Cursillo 

Sat 
 
 

Dec 12 
             

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18-
19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
7:00am Men’s Advent Morning of Reflection 

7:35am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
8:00am Mass:  Scott & Adrian Fischer 
8-10am All are invited to join us as we pray for 
the unborn at Whole Women’s abortion clinic, 
825 South 8th Street in Minneapolis  
8:35am Rosary 
8:35am Confessions 
9:00am Pro-Life Rosary in Chapel 
3:30pm Confessions 
5:00pm Mass: For the Parish 
Holiday Bake Sale 

Sun Dec 13 Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-6/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Doughnut Sunday & Holiday Bake Sale 
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
8:00am Mass: Agnetha & Eugene Hilpisch+  
9:35am Rosary 

10:00am Mass: Rose & John Dircks+ 
11:00am Christmas Pageant Practice 
2:00pm Ladies’ Advent Christmas Tea 
6:00pm Dead Theologians Society 

From Liturgical Publications, Inc. 

"Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths." Today's 
Gospel reading references an ancient text from the Old Testament 
Book of Isaiah. There, a prophecy was made that John the Baptist 
would fulfill many years later; John is the "voice of one crying out 
in the desert." And the message that John's voice proclaimed, in 
preparation for the coming of the Messiah, was a message of re-
pentance. 

 
The passage from Isaiah gives us some clues into what this repent-
ance is supposed to do. It is meant to change us into people who 
can properly welcome the Lord when he comes. Using the poetic 
image of a path, the text describes the kind of path that is suitable 
for the Lord. He shouldn't have to navigate valleys, scale moun-
tains, wind around twists and turns on the road, or traverse rough, 
difficult terrain. Instead, he should be able to move easily on 
smooth ground. Residents preparing to welcome an honored 
guest ought to do what they can to make the journey pleasant. 
The analogy relates to our souls. 

 
As we prepare to welcome the Lord this Advent season, we should 
make the "path" of our souls level, straight, and smooth. We 
should "fill" the valleys of laziness or despair with diligence and 
joy. The mountains of pride and greed should be made low with 
humility and generosity. The winding roads of dishonesty and ma-
nipulation "shall be made straight" with commitment to the truth. 
And the rough ways of our selfishness and stubbornness should be 
made smooth through charity and docility to the Holy Spirit. When 
we live our faith with sincerity and devotion, our souls are trans-
formed. This Advent, may our souls become a pleasant path for 
Christ. 

Please join us for Masses:  
Monday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Nicholas 
Tuesday, December 8th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Nicholas 

 
Tuesday, December 8th at 8:15 a.m. 

In Lonsdale with Holy Cross (our parish school) 

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net


St. Nicholas Catholic Church Have a great week! Elko New Market, MN 
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We are looking for a new head coordinator(s) for our 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.  Please prayerfully con-
sider lending your talents to this beautiful minis-
try.  If you are interested in this volunteer position, 
please contact Father Barnes for more information. 

 

 

 

 

More adorers are needed. If you are unable to commit to a regu-
larly scheduled hour, please consider substituting for an open 
hour. The table below displays the times that have the greatest 
need for adorers. 

If you would like to become an adorer or for more information, 
please contact our temporary lead coordinator, Jean Moeller at 
952-461-4552 or at maulor@msn.com. You may also sign up 
online at http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration Liturgical Stewardship 

Dec 12 @ 5pm Lector: Mary Kay Forland 

  Ministers: Chuck Mathews, Dana Meyer 

  Ushers: Joe Molitor, David Sheedy 

Dec 13 @ 8am Lector: Tom McCabe 

  Ministers: Joyce Anderson, Jolene Pierson 

  Ushers: Dan Simones, Gary Vosejpka 

Dec 13 @ 10am Lector: Leander Wagner 

  Ministers: Chris Kuehl, Dennis Anderson 

  Ushers: Randy Wagner, Tony Nelson 

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord 

November 29th, Week 22 in Fiscal Year 
Budget Weekly Sunday Giving $6,522 

Budget Year-to-Date Sunday Giving $143,484 

Sunday Plate & Envelope $4,419 

Children’s Collection $1 

Thanksgiving $243 

Fuel $0 

ACH (Received monthly) $0 

Grounds $25 

Flowers $170 

Collection Received Year-to-Date $119,803 

  -$23,681 

Endowment: $0  

Capital Improvements: $38 YTD $2,308   

Aqueduct  
Plumbing Co. 
952-469-1284 
952-292-3109 

Giving Thanks! 
 
Now is the season we give 
thanks to God for all He has 
done for us this past year and 
throughout our lives. It is also a 
good time to begin considering 
how we might give back some 
of our wealth or assets to Him 
through His Church with a spe-
cial year-end gift of cash or ap-
preciated assets such as shares 
of stock. You can designate such 
a gift to St. Nicholas Catholic 
Church.  

http://www.stncc.net
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LNMV Religious Education:  
 
Classes held at the Catholic Education Center 
(CEC) home of Holy Cross Catholic School 

 
Regular Classes, Wednesday, Dec. 9th, 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Regular Classes, Wednesday, Dec. 16th, 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults: At the 5pm Mass 
this past weekend we had the Rite of Acceptance for our 
Catechumens and Rite of Welcome for those who are al-
ready baptized and are preparing to be received into the 
full communion of the Catholic Church.  As a parish com-
munity your prayers and support are needed they continue 
learning about the church, our parish community and 
growing spiritually.  Keep in your prayers, Victoria Wenner, 
Justin Keil, Kristi Coons and Chris Foster. RCIC (Children): 
Hannah and Noah and Avery. 

RCIA is looking for parish sponsors to attend classes on 
Thursday evening and support our candidates and catechu-
mens in their journey of discovering and entry into the 
Catholic church.  Contact Kathy at 
Kathyc@holycrossschool.net. 

St. Nicholas News & Events 

Dead Theologians Society:  Grades 9-12 are invited to attend 
the meeting of the Dead Theologians Society.  Correction: The 
next meeting is Sunday, Dec. 13th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the St. 
Nicholas Campus.   

Volunteers NEEDED:  Help out the youth by putting together a 
meal for the youth in February, April or May! Support the Youth 
of your parish! You can go to the “Sign Up Genius” link below to 
select helping with part or all of a meal served at approximately 
6:45pm.  Please contact Kathy Chlan at 
kathyc@holycrossschool.net or 952-652-6100 if you have ques-
tions.  The link is:  www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0F45AAAF2FA5F58-dead    

Support elderly religious. A parishioner writes, "As a Catholic 
school student from grades K-12, I was formed to be the per-
son I am by many religious brothers and sisters, and I am forev-
er grateful." Show your appreciation for the senior Catholic 
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who made a posi-
tive difference in so many lives. Please give generously to next 
week's collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  

 

 

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
mailto:Kathyc@holycrossschool.net
mailto:kathyc@holycrossschool.net
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St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 

Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. Show us your 
face and we will be saved. Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and 
Matthew from being enslaved by money; the adulteress and 
Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; made 
Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the re-
pentant thief. Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the 
words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: "If you knew the 
gift of God!" 
 
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who 
manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the 
Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glori-
fied. You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in 
weakness in order that they may feel compassion for those in 
ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel 
sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 
 
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its 
anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace 
from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may 
bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the 
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. 
 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, 
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
© Copyright Pontifical Council for the Promotion of New Evange-
lization, Vatican State. All rights reserved.  

Please submit bulletin 
 announcements by 4 p.m. on Wednesdays 

to kjohnson@stncc.net 
Thank you! 

Q & A Why is Luke's Gospel so prominent certain years in 
our Advent/Christmas Lectionary readings? 
 
The Lectionary, the collection of Scripture readings used dur-
ing our liturgical celebrations, is divided into a three-year 
cycle of Sunday readings, Years A, B, and C. Each year is de-
voted to selected readings from one synoptic Gospel. Year A 
relies on Matthew; Year B draws from Mark; and Year C fo-
cuses on passages from Luke's Gospel. 
 
Only Matthew and Luke give us infancy narratives, accounts 
of the birth and early life of Jesus. While they agree on a 
number of details, the stories are very different, usually em-
phasizing the key theological themes and concerns of the 
authors. Luke has Mary and Joseph involved in a difficult jour-
ney from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where there is no room for 
them to lodge. There in a stable Mary gives birth to Jesus, the 
long-awaited Messiah, and places him in a manger. 
 
Whether the details are historically accurate or not, the story 
beautifully captures the theological intent of the author. For 
Luke, Jesus is the savior come for all people, most especially 
the poor, homeless, and marginalized. Jesus is their source of 
comfort, nourishment for their hungers, and support in time 
of need. What better way to portray that than to have Jesus 
experience the life of the poor from the very moment of 
birth. Modeling ourselves on Jesus, how are we attuned to 
the needs of the poor around us? 
 
© Liturgical Publications Inc.  

What Is Stewardship? 
Part 1 of 5 
As we strive to live as faithful and generous stewards, it is 
important that we understand all of the facets of stewardship. 
Here are just a few key aspects of stewardship. Stewardship 
is: 

 Scripture Based -All of the teachings of stewardship 
come directly from the Gospels, the Old Testament and the 
letters of the New Testament. Stewardship is not a new fad, 
or environmental word. Stewardship is the way God has ex-
pected His people to live since the beginning of time. 

 Dependence on God - Stewardship is recognizing that 
everything we have is a gift from God. We can take credit 
for nothing. Everything we have and everything we do is a 
result of some gift that God has placed into our hands. 

 Gratitude - Stewardship is living a life of gratitude – 
taking the time every day to recognize the gifts that God 
has given and to be grateful for them. 

http://www.stncc.net
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St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 

Book Club: A welcome to any and all women who 
enjoy reading!  
 

The "Year of Mercy" begins December 8th. We will be reading 
"The Church of Mercy" by Pope Francis beginning with our De-
cember 15 gathering. 
 
We meet one Tuesday a month @ 7:15pm at Deb Streefland’s 
home. Anyone interested in joining us this fall, please contact 
Deb at 952-652-2349. 

It’s that time of year, when we ask you to 
please support the Knights of 
Columbus by purchasing your 
Christmas trees and wreaths 
from their lot, located at the 
corner of County Road 2 & 91.  
 

 
Weekends from 9 a.m.—7 p.m., Weekdays from 4—7 p.m. 
 
The Knights of Columbus are selling Religious Christmas Cards. The 
display is in the back of church, and the price of the cards are on 
the boxes. Please place your money in the envelope provided.  

Opportunity to Give this Season! 
Once again our parish will be partici-
pating in a "Giving Tree" for the Christ-
mas season! Your family can help bring 
joy to one of many children in our 
area, by choosing an ornament tag from 
the tree and pur- chasing the item 
listed. Please see posted directions by 
the tree. Un- wrapped gifts are to 
be returned by the tree area during 
the weekend of Dec. 12/13th.  

Men’s Group 
Men of the parish are invited for Fellowship, food and 
football! 
 
Date:  Thursday, December 10th 

   Time:    6:30 p.m. 
   Location:   Steve Addabbo’s Home 
       26725 Weston Court,  Elko New Market 
 
 Bring a friend or two. 
 Appetizers provided. 
 Arrive and leave as your schedule allows. 
 For questions, please contact Chris McAllister at 
  320-309-1727 or Chris.McAllister@uponor.com.  
 

BYOB 

The Holiday Bake Sale will 

be after all Masses 

the weekend of Dec. 12 & 

13th. Please drop off baked 

goods in the church base-

ment before the Saturday 

evening Mass on Dec. 12th, 

or before either Mass on 

Sunday. Hosted by the 

CMLG.  

Snow removal volunteers needed. 

If you are up and about and notice it has 
snowed, please consider stopping by St. 
Nicholas and helping to clear the walk 
ways before morning Mass. Father Barnes 
would certainly appreciate the extra help 
and would probably lend you his shovel! 

 
 
 
 

Cookies & Caroling 
Sunday, December 20th 

5:00 p.m. 
 

We’ll meet in the church basement 
for a light meal, have a Christmas 
cookie exchange and head out to 
sing to some lucky homes in the 
neighborhood!   
 
Please bring 4 dozen cookies to exchange.  
Not a baker? It’s ok—Join us for caroling –  
either way great memories will be made!  
 
Hosted by the CMLG. 
 
All children must be accompanied by a parent.        

http://www.stncc.net
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Area News & Events 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Pope Francis has declared an extraordinary Jubilee – a Holy Year 
of Mercy – beginning December 8. The opening of Holy Doors 
will take place on Sunday, December 13 prior to Mass at the Ca-
thedral of Saint Paul (10 a.m.) and Basilica of Saint Mary (9:30 
a.m.). The faithful who walk through a Holy Door during the Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy may receive the Jubilee Indulgence (under the 
traditional norms). Find additional ways to pray, learn and act in 
response to our Holy Father’s call to this Jubilee Year of Mercy at 
www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

 

Annual Prayer Service for Life   

Please join us at the Cathedral of Saint Paul at 10:30 AM on Fri-
day, January 22, 2016 for the Annual Prayer Service for Life, fol-
lowed by MCCL’s March for Life at the State Capitol. This prayer 
service commemorates the millions of lives lost to abortion and 
the many women and men wounded by abortion’s aftermath. All 
are invited and welcome. For more information, please contact 
the Office for Marriage, Family & Life at 651-291-4488 or visit 
www.archspm.org.  

 
 

God's Gifts Within Us - What Are We Doing With Them? 

A Saint John’s School of Theology and Seminary Theology Day 

The Scriptures tell us that God has placed particular talents and 
abilities in every one of us, and that we are expected to do some-
thing with them.  So how well do we recognize, develop and use 
these gifts at every stage of our lives?  Join Bernard Evans, Ph.D., 
the Associate Dean for Faculty and Professor of Theology at Saint 
John's School of Theology and Seminary, as he discusses living 
out our biblical calls to use God's gifts within us to help build a 
world that more closely reflects the love and mercy, justice and 
peace of God. Dec. 10th, check-in from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
and presentation from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saint Joseph the 
Worker Parish, Maple Grove. Free event. Dessert Buffet is pro-
vided. Registration is required: www.csbsju.edu/sot/theology-
day, 320-363-3560 or sot-sem@csbsju.edu. 

 

Christmas at the Monastery 
St. Paul's Monastery 
December 12, 2015 

4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Celebrate Christmas with the Benedictine Sisters of St. Paul’s 
Monastery while raising essential funds for them and their Minis-
tries. To make your holiday shopping easier, the Sisters and 
event volunteers put together an exceptional collection of gifts 
to choose from including: Silent Auction, Wine Wall, Mystery 
Gifts, and Benedictine-themed stocking stuffers. Or pick up one 
of the Sister’s handmade ornaments, cards and more.  Location 
site: http://www.stpaulsmonastery.org/ Official event site: 
http://tinyurl.com/CatM2015-Registration. 

Consider Making a Year-End Gift to St. Nicholas Catholic Church 
 
As the end of the year approaches, we begin to reflect upon the 
many blessings bestowed upon us. The end of the year also pro-
vides a great opportunity to thank God for these blessings by 
gifting to St. Nicholas Catholic Church. The benefits of income tax 
deductions, capital gains savings and other financial benefits are 
significant advantages that provide an incentive to make a gift at 
the year-end. A gift can also help support St. Nicholas for years to 
come. 
 
There are many different ways of contributing a gift. However, 
two of the easiest and most direct methods to gift are donations 
of cash and appreciated stock or other investments. You can also 
make other financially advantageous gifts such as real estate, life 
insurance, charitable remainder trusts, gift annuities, will/trust 
bequests and IRA/retirement accounts. 
 
For more information on how you can help make a difference by 
contributing a year-end gift to St. Nicholas Catholic Church, 
please contact Father Barnes or Pat Berry @ 612-619-1451 or 
jackalbear@mindspring.com. 

For your convenience St. Nicholas now accepts online pay-

ments through our parish website, stncc.net.  You can make 

payments with your Debit or Credit card for your regular 

Sunday giving, for events or classes, for one-time donations 

such as year-end gifts and Christmas gifts to the parish.  

St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 
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