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40 Days For Life is a campaign of prayer and fasting to end the 
evil of abortion. Please help to close these abortion mills with 
your prayers and join St. Nicholas as a group at Planned 
Parenthood, 671 Vandalia, St. Paul, MN  on March 5th from 
10 a.m. to Noon.  
 
Scripture  
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recov-
ery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are op-
pressed. — Luke 4:18-19 
 
Prayer 
Lord, You empower us with Your Spirit to do your will in the 
earth. Send us to the poorest, the most broken, the most cap-
tive, the most blind and the most oppressed in the world, the 
innocent pre-born children in their mother's wombs that are 
scheduled for destruction. Help us to bring them healing, liber-
ty, sight and justice through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
For more information, please visit http://plam.org/ 

This week at St. Nicholas 
Mon Feb 22 Parish Office Closed 

6:00pm Good News People 

Tue Feb 23 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Lorene Seurer+ 
8:35am Fatima Rosary Group 

Wed Feb 24 8:15am Mass: At Holy Cross  (our parish school) 

4:45pm Confessions 
6:30pm Religion Education Classes 
7:00pm Choir Practice—Adult 

Thu Feb 25 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Gretchen Rhein+ 
3:30pm Choir Practice—Children 
7:00pm RCIA Class 

Fri Feb 26 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Gretchen Rhein+ 
6:30pm Soup Supper  
7:30pm Stations of the  Cross 

Sat 
 
 

Feb 27 
             

2016 Archdiocesan Men’s Conference 
Food Shelf weekend 
9:00am Pro-Life Rosary in Chapel 
3:30pm Confessions 
5:00pm Mass: Stuart & Joyce Russell+ 

Sun Feb 28 WYD Pilgrims’ Ham & Egg Breakfast 
Food Shelf weekend 
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
8:00am Mass: For the Parish 
9:35am Rosary 

10:00am Mass: Leo Addabbo+ 

From Liturgical Publications, Inc. 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

 
"Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep, but 
becoming fully awake, they saw his glory." Today's Gospel records the 
event we call the Transfiguration of the Lord. In this miraculous 
moment, Jesus' divine nature was revealed clearly to Peter, James 
and John. Often, we think only in terms of what happened to Jesus: 
"his face changed" and "his clothing became dazzling white" and he 
began a supernatural conversation with two ancient prophets. But 
that was only half of the story. The other part is what happened to 
the men. 

 
They were able to witness this revelation of Jesus only because they 
were "fully awake." Had they stayed sleeping, they would have 
missed out. They would not have had this astonishing insight into the 
glory of their friend and Master. It's an obvious point but one that 
may need more attention than we'd care to admit. Of course we have 
to be "awake" in order to absorb the fullness of our faith. If we are 
not tuned in, not attentive, not exerting any effort, then we are 
certainly going to miss out. But the fact is that we don't always realize 
we are falling asleep. 

 
Just as Peter, James, and John were "overcome" with sleep, we too 
can slip into this state without necessarily realizing it's happening. 
Spiritually speaking, we can become numb or lazy and slowly fade 
away from the fervor of authentic faith. This is why the church, in her 
wisdom, gives us the season of Lent. During these weeks, we strive to 
purify ourselves by attacking the sins and selfishness that make us 
spiritual sleepwalkers. This is the time to refocus, to clear away the 
cobwebs and to become "fully awake." Ultimately, we pray that these 
efforts will allow us to truly see "his glory" come Eastertide.  

Enjoy a fun evening of skiing with Father Barnes and other 
young adults! 
 
Whether you have never skied before or are a pro—all are en-
couraged to attend. 
 
Feel free to join us anytime throughout the evening.  
 
Reservations are not necessary, but would be nice so we know 
who will be attending.   
To RSVP online go to: http://www.stncc.net/ski-outing-2  
For questions: kjohnson@stncc.net 
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St. Nicholas News & Events Our Parish School News 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Holy Cross 6th graders leave tomorrow for a three-day trip to 
Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center in Lanesboro.  They 
will challenge themselves on a high-ropes course, learn winter 
survival, try snowshoeing, and grow in their trust and friend-
ship with each other. Please pray for them on their journey! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Schools Raffle  
There is only one week left in the Catholic Schools Raffle!  
Don’t miss your chance to purchase tickets from Holy Cross 
Catholic School students. The $5 raffle tickets are on sale until 
February 28th.  The raffle is fully supported by Catholic United 
Financial and all proceeds go directly to the school.  Please 
help us reach our goal of $12,000 by purchasing tickets from a 
student or calling the school for a book of tickets.  

Dead Theologians Society:  Grades 9-12 are invited to attend 
the meeting of the Dead Theologians Society.  The next 
meeting is Sunday, Mar. 13th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the St. 
Nicholas Campus. (Confirmation students, this will count for 
one Faith Enrichment event.)  
 
R.C.I.A. 
At the parish rite of sending for our RCIA candidates and cate-
chumen, (Justin Keil, Victoria Wenner, Halle Walgrave, Kristi 
Coons and a young child) we all offered to pray for them as we 
sent them this past Sunday. During the Mass Justin, Vicky, and 
Halle were presented to Archbishop Hebda in a Call to Continu-
ing Conversion. Kristi and the child catechumen during the 
enrollment of names were presented in person to Archbishop 
Hebda.   
  
Justin and Vicky will be entering into full communion in the 
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil at St. Nicholas, Halle will 
enter at Immaculate Conception in Lonsdale.  Our young stu-
dent will be fully initiated into the church at St. Nicholas at the 
Easter Vigil.  Kristi will be fully initiated at St. Wenceslaus in 
New Prague.  During this period of purification and enlighten-
ment as they enter into their final stage of spiritual prepara-
tion and formation, we ask for the parish community to pray 
and support them in their desire to enter the church. 

LNMV Religious Education:  
 
Classes held at the Catholic Education Center 
(CEC) home of Holy Cross Catholic School 
 

Regular Classes Wed., Feb. 24, 2016 from 6:30-7:45pm 
Regular Classes Wed., Mar. 2, 2016 from 6:30-7:45pm 

 
Help wanted:  We are in need of substitute catechists on 
Wednesday nights. If you would be interested in helping out 2 
or 3 Wednesday nights through the end of April, please con-
tact Kathy Chlan at kathyc@holycrossschool.net for details.  

Students in 6-8th grades are invited to 
gather for fun, games, snacks and pray-
er this Sunday, 2/21, from 6-7:30 p.m. 
We will be meeting in the youth group 
room. See you there!  
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St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 

Men, please note: We will be focusing on this 
conference instead of a Lenten retreat here at 
St. Nicholas this year. Please do join me. 

We are also considering providing transporta-
tion. If you are going to this event and would 
be interested in transportation, please call the 
parish office so we can explore that option. 

-Father Barnes 
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St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 

Q & A  Can you recommend some good books for Lenten 
spiritual reading? 
 
On more than one occasion, a coach being interviewed 
about his team--successful or not--will be asked about the 
next step. The inevitable response includes something 
about getting back to basics. Reviewing the fundamentals of 
the sport strengthens performance and builds confidence. 
 
The best Lenten reading takes us back to the fundamentals. 
If Lent is the time for the church to be on retreat, then we 
should focus on the texts that help us deepen our under-
standing of our faith. Spend time reading one of the Gos-
pels, and use a Scripture commentary to learn all you can 
about the passion of Jesus. Read about the lives of the 
saints, especially your patron saint and that of your parish. 
Perhaps there is some local candidate for sainthood, like 
Father Walter Ciszek, SJ, who wrote several faith-inspiring 
books. Finally, you can use the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church to learn more about the church's teachings and be-
liefs. The sections on prayer and the Mass are really great 
reflections and more than one person has commented on 
how powerful and interesting they are. Focusing on the ba-
sics really helps us take another step forward in our faith. 
We have not only a better understanding of what we be-
lieve and practice, but also why we believe. With that belief 
comes the confidence we need to be better, more faithful 
witnesses to Christ.  
 

Everyday Stewardship 
 
I remember when I was younger, being on a retreat and 
praying alone in a chapel for the successful talk a friend was 
giving at the same time. What was different on this day was 
I decided to pray the psalms aloud since no one else was 
there to judge either my singing ability or my mode of pray-
er. For about thirty minutes I sang aloud, one psalm after 
another. Towards the end of my prayer time, I felt a very 
strong presence of God. There is much more to the story, 
but suffice to say that it was an experience that made me 
break down into tears and one that I will never forget. God 
had broken through my ordinary life and was present to me 
in a way that was extraordinary. 
 
I often tell people that one reason I love being Catholic is 
that for us the supernatural is really the natural. We believe 
bread and wine become Jesus Christ, we understand the 
supernatural reality of all the sacraments, and we hopefully 
are never surprised when we see the powerful results of 
prayer. There should be no separation between our ordi-
nary lives in the natural world and the elements of the su-
pernatural world. 
 
When the apostles see Moses and Elijah before them in this 
week's Gospel from Luke, they want to immediately pitch 
tents for them to stay. That is a pretty natural response to 
the supernatural. What would your response be to seeing 
Moses and Elijah? Fear? Confusion? Hospitality? 
 
Being prayerful is a primary characteristic of an Everyday 
Steward. The goal is to make our entire day a prayer and to 
allow God into every moment. The more we practice this 
type of prayer, the more the supernatural and the natural 
blend. We become more open to being used by God for his 
glory. And who knows, the chance may increase that one 
day we might just say without surprise, "Hello, Moses and 
Elijah! Would you like something to drink?"  
 
Liturgical Publications, Inc.   

Saturday, March 12th 
7—11:00 a.m. 

Women’s Lenten  
Morning of Reflection 

Save the Date 

Please join us for a delicious Ham & Egg Breakfast next Sunday, 
Feb 28th after Masses. The menu will include Ham & Eggs, 
Cinnamon and Caramel Rolls, Fruit and Beverages. This will be 
the last fundraiser for the World Youth Day pilgrims as they 
make their final payments in March. Thank you for your con-
tinued generosity!  

With the bulletin printing outsourced soon, we will have an 
earlier deadline. Beginning the week of February 28th, our 
new deadline to turn in bulletin announcements will be Tues-
days at 4 p.m.  All bulletin announcements must be in writing 
(no phone calls) and turned into the parish office or emailed 
to kjohnson@stncc.net.  
 
Please also note with the new bulletin format, bulletin inserts 
will no longer be accepted. We will do our best to include in-
formation within the bulletin as announcements instead of 
inserts. Thank you! 

NEW 
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Area News & Events 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy  
(Dec. 8, 2015 – Nov. 20, 2016) 
Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the Lord’s 
words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (cf. Lk 
6:36)’”  Participate throughout the year by making a pilgrimage to 
a Holy Door at the Cathedral of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint 
Mary, regularly receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, per-
forming corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways to pray, 
learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 
 
The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) honors 
four volunteers with the ACCW Lay Woman Volunteer Award each 
year at their annual convention.  We are seeking nominations for 
this award.  To view rules and nomination form, please go 
to www.accwarchspm.org under forms tab.  Nominations need to 
be postmarked by March 1, 2016.  
 
An Emmaus Experience A Retreat for Women – February 26-28 
When was the last time you gave yourself a gift that will last forev-
er?  The Women’s Emmaus Retreat is just such a gift; perhaps a 
perfect Valentine’s Day gift for a special woman in your life.  It is a 
time to renew and deepen your relationship with the Lord.  It is a 
vehicle to meet other women who are also looking for friendship.  
The retreat is held at the Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake.  
To register or obtain more information, please contact Anne Doyle 
at (507) 364-8906. Flyers are also available in the back of church. 
 
24 Hours for the Lord 
Friday, March 4, Noon  – Saturday, March 5, Noon 
Cathedral of Saint Paul, Saint Paul, and Basilica of Saint Mary, Min-
neapolis 
Pope Francis invites the universal Church to join in this 24 hour 
world-wide celebration of the Lord’s mercy. Come back to Confes-
sion in the Year of Mercy! 
Friday, Noon – 1:30 p.m.: Private prayer and penance services for 
priests. 
Friday, 1:30 p.m. – Saturday, Noon: Both sites will host round-the-
clock confessions for the faithful. 
Additional parishes are hosting reconciliation services or addition-
al time for confessions during the 24 hour period. For a list of sites 
and more details, please visit the www.archspm.org/24Hours. 
 
Global Solidarity Sunday Weekend: March 5/6 
March 5/6 is designated Global Solidarity Sunday weekend in the 
archdiocese with the theme: “Taste and see the goodness of the 
Lord.” This is an opportunity to reach out in solidarity to our 
brothers and sisters around the world and take part in offering the 
goodness of the Lord to all. On this Sunday, a special collection 
will be taken for four global priorities of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops: Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, as well as humanitarian activities of Catholic Relief Services. 
Please be as generous as you are able and support your brothers 
and sisters overseas. Thank you. 
 
 

Priest vs. Seminarian Basketball Tournament 
Friday, April 1 
Barbecue at 5 p.m., Basketball games starting at 6:30 p.m. Bethle-
hem Academy, Faribault  
Mark your calendars for the 2016 Archdiocesan Priest and Semi-
narian Basketball Tournament. Come watch the seminarians from 
the Saint Paul Seminary and Saint John Vianney College Seminary, 
as well as the priests of the Archdiocese. It's free and open to the 
public. Visit www.thecatholicspirit.com/basketball to learn more. 
 
Women’s Discernment Retreat   
Join us for a retreat day focused to provide a deeper understand-
ing of consecrated life.  Women, ages 18 to 30 are invited!  Satur-
day, April 2 at 8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Nativity of Mary Catholic 
Church in Bloomington. Registration is required.   Lunch will be 
provided.  Cost is a free will donation.   To register, please contact 
the Office of Vocations by March 25 at 651.962.6890 or 
patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu 
 
2016 Live Family! Expo – A Mission of Mercy to the Family 
Friday, April 8, 6:30 – 10 p.m. & Saturday, April 9, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Church of St. Raphael, Crystal 
Learn and develop skills to transform your marriage, family and 
ministry! This vibrant, deeply inspirational and informative week-
end includes engaging workshops to help you live out Divine Mer-
cy first with your spouse and family. There are opportunities to 
network with others, visit relevant exhibits, enjoy amazing food 
and music, and participate in recitation of the Rosary, Chaplet and 
Mass. For more information and to register, visit 
www.archspm.org/Events, or contact Sonya (651-291-4488). Early-
bird registration ends March 15. This event is presented by the 
Cana Family Institute, in partnership with the Archdiocese of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis and the Diocese of Saint Cloud. 
 
The Lonsdale Knights of Columbus will be hosting an all you can 
eat fish dinner from 4-8pm at the Church of Immaculate Concep-
tion Crusader Civic Center  on Friday, March 11th.  Cost is $12.00 
for adults, $8.00 for kids 7-17 and 6 & under are free. Proceeds 
will support local pro-life ministries. 
 
Finding Jesus in the Old Testament 
Holy Spirit, 515 Albert Street S, Saint Paul 
Thursday, March 3, 7 p.m., School Commons 
The New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is 
unveiled in the New.  –St. Ignatius 
Through the lens of typology, learn how we can know that Jesus is 
in fact the promised Messiah and how to begin the study of scrip-
ture. Bill McLeod will demonstrate how to use typology to com-
pare the Old Testament scripture and New Testament scripture to 
unveil Christ’s message. We invite you to come and learn how 
typology is used to gain a deeper understanding of the meanings 
in the bible.  
To learn more about Holy Spirit’s Lenten programs, visit our Easter 
webpage, holy-spirit.org/Easter.  
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If you are interested in signing up to become a regular adorer or dedi-
cated substitute, please contact our temporary lead coordinator, Jean 
Moeller at 952-461-4552 or at maulor@msn.com. You may also sign up 
online at http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Liturgical Stewardship 

Feb 27 @ 5pm Lector: Mary Kay Forland 

 Ministers: Dana Meyer, Jolene Pierson 

 Ushers: Joe Molitor, Dave DeGonda  

Feb 28@ 8am Lector: Leander Wagner 

  Ministers: Joyce Anderson, Ralph Wagner 

  Ushers: Mike Cole, Dan Simones  

Feb 28 @ 10am Lector: Mike Cole 

  Ministers: Jackie Devine, Norleen Lane 

  Ushers: Tom Wagner, Leon Meger  

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord 

February 14, 2016 - Week 33 in Fiscal Year 
Budget Weekly Sunday Giving $6,522 

Budget Year-to-Date Sunday Giving $215,226 

Sunday Plate & Envelope $3,602 

Bread and Wine $20 

Children’s Collection $18 

Fuel $65 

ACH (Received monthly) $0 

Grounds $0 

Collection Received Year-to-Date $199,404 

  -$15,822 

Endowment: $10  

Capital Improvements:   
$50 Current; $3,270 Cumulative   

Contributors this week 134 (estimated) out of 458 

Fredrickson Lumber & Construction 
952-461-2666 

Readings for the Week 
Readings for the Week of February 21, 2016 
Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14/Phil 3:17--4:1 or 3:20
--4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14-16/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-
46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-4, 9-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  

 

 
 

We have added A Family 
Prayer to the inside back 
cover of the new burgundy 
missal covers. Please do 
take some time to pray this 
with your family. 

Thank you to 

those who donated 
toward the new 
burgundy missal 
covers. Your gener-
osity is appreciated! 

Prayer 
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