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40 Days For Life is a campaign of prayer and fasting to end the 
evil of abortion. Please help to close these abortion mills with 
your prayers and join St. Nicholas as a group at Planned 
Parenthood, 671 Vandalia, St. Paul, MN  on March 5th from 
10 a.m. to Noon.  
 
For more information, please visit http://plam.org/ 

Mon Feb 29 Parish Office Closed 
6:00pm Good News People 

Tue Mar 1 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Gretchen Rhein+ 
8:35am Fatima Rosary Group 
7:00pm Divine Mercy Cenacle 

Wed Mar 2 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Merrill Hennen+ 
4:45pm Confessions 
6:30pm Religion Education Classes 
7:00pm Choir Practice—Adult 

Thu Mar 3 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Eugene & Agnetha Hilpisch+ 
8:30am Divine Mercy Cenacle 
3:30pm Choir Practice—Children 
6:00pm Young Adults’ Ski Outing, Buck Hill 
7:00pm RCIA Class 
7:30pm KC Meeting 

Fri Mar 4 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Bridget Wagner+  
6:30pm Soup Supper  
7:30pm Stations of the  Cross 

Sat 
 
 

Mar 5 
             

7:35am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
8:00am Mass: Mrs. Walter Matt+ 
8:35am Rosary, 1st Saturday Prayers 
8:35am Confessions 
9:00am Pro-Life Rosary in Chapel 
10 a.m. —Noon St. Nicholas at Planned 
Parenthood, 671 Vandalia, St. Paul 
3:30pm Confessions 
4:15pm Lifeline—Net Ministries, Youth Group 
5:00pm Mass: For the Parish 

Sun Mar 6 7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
8:00am Mass: Gretchen Rhein+ 
9:35am Rosary 
9:50am Sunday School 
10:00am Mass: Wilfred Wagner+ 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

 
"But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they 
did!" Who wants to repent? Who wants to change habits, 
make sacrifices, or chart a more challenging course? 
Repentance isn't the easy road. Few of us are naturally drawn 
towards it. Perhaps that's why Jesus had to speak with such 
boldness in today's Gospel. Repent, or perish. Change, or 
suffer and die. Not what we like to hear. Not what we like to 
do. But we would be foolish not to listen. 

 
The entire Gospel message is certainly one of mercy and 
compassion. Jesus was the first to show forgiveness to sinners, 
and he always called others to do the same. He suffered and 
died so that WE wouldn't have to suffer eternal death. But the 
fact remains that we can still CHOOSE to "perish." We can 
choose to stay rooted in our favorite sins and to cling tightly to 
the comfortable vices that stifle a virtuous life. When we won't 
let go of them, then we don't truly repent. But Jesus urges us 
to change so that we can enjoy the eternal benefits of his 
mercy. He doesn't want us to perish! As we hear in today's 
psalm, "He redeems your life from destruction, crowns you 
with kindness and compassion." Repenting--turning back to 
God--puts us in the right position for this spiritual coronation. 

 
Lent is a time especially built for repentance. It is a season that 
calls us not only to recognize where we need to change, but to 
actually set those changes into motion. Lent isn't just a pious 
liturgical ritual. These forty days are a response to Christ's 
stern warning that we need to repent in order to save our 
souls. Let's not pretend to be exempt from the message. Lent 
is meant for ALL of us.  
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Catholic Education - Preparing students for this life and the next 
 
No one is born a doctor. No one is born a lawyer, a scientist, or an 
engineer. No one is born a master of their field. In the same way, no 
one is born holy. It is something to be learned. High achieving profes-
sionals of any discipline will tell you about the many years of training 
and experience they went through to get them where they are, and 
the attainment of spiritual greatness is no different. Without medical 
school, a doctor could never achieve the knowledge necessary to do 
their job. The same is true for Catholics and education in Catholicism. 
If a doctor didn't go to school to learn how to do his job, how can he 
do it? In much the same way, a catholic must be taught to do his/her 
job as a catholic. The importance of being properly instructed in the 
faith is as important as being properly instructed as a doctor or any 
other profession. 
 
In order to be good at anything, one must practice. To be good Catho-
lics, we must learn. We must practice. Being educated in an environ-
ment inundated with hedonism and lifestyles absolutely contradictory 
to God, anyone can be lost in lies. Thus organized catholic education 
shows its merits. It provides a foundation for students to anchor their 
lives, and focuses them on the truth. It encourages practice in the 
doctrines of the faith and directs students toward God rather than 
something else. 
 
Catholic education prepares us for life in many ways. In a very real 
way it prepares us for battle. You may have heard it said that we are 
at war – It's true. As Christians we are at war with the corrupted cul-
ture of the world and the corrupting lies of the enemy. These things 
are apparent in everyday life and are a constant danger. So as soldiers 
of Christ, we must train and prepare ourselves and our comrades as 
much as we can. A catholic education is a great way to strengthen 
your faith and train yourself as a warrior of God. 
 
In brief, a catholic education is highly beneficial to a student. It directs 
them to the truth and gives them the ability to share it with the 
world. In public education, students must direct themselves. This is 
not to say that those who don't have the luxury of being enrolled in a 
catholic school are lost. They simply face a tougher challenge of de-
fending the faith, which also has a way of building good soldiers of 
Christ. I have not experienced catholic schooling myself, but I can see 
its ability to prepare our children to be the strong catholic men and 
women we need. 
 
 
*** 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Catholic Schools 

Raffle!  Today is the last day to buy tickets.  They are $5 each and 
offer the chance to win a new Jeep, cash, trips, electronics, and more.  
All proceeds stay with Holy Cross, and we are hoping to reach our 
stretch goal of $12,000! Your odds are better than the lottery, AND 
you help the school! 

Dead Theologians Society:  Grades 9-12 are invited to attend 
the meeting of the Dead Theologians Society.  The next 
meeting is Sunday, Mar. 13th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the St. 
Nicholas Campus. (Confirmation students, this will count for 
one Faith Enrichment event.)  

LNMV Religious Education:  
 
Classes held at the Catholic Education Center 
(CEC) home of Holy Cross Catholic School 
 

Regular Classes Wednesday, March 2nd, from 6:30-7:45pm* 
*Confirmation Folders are due this evening 
  
Regular Classes Wednesday, March 9th, from 6:30-7:45pm* 
*Confessions will be available to the students this evening  

 
The St. Nicholas Knights of Columbus meeting 
is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 3, 2016. 
Please contact Leon Meger at 952-652-2826 
with any questions or concerns.  

If you’re between the ages of 18 & 39, this invitation is for 
you! 
 
Enjoy a fun evening of skiing with Father Barnes and other 
young adults! 
 

Whether you have never skied before or are a pro—all are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Feel free to join us anytime throughout the evening.  
 
Reservations are not necessary, but would be nice so we know 
who will be attending.   
 
To RSVP online go to: http://www.stncc.net/ski-outing-2  
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Q & A  After attending our parish retreat and feeling much 
better and stronger about my faith, I want to make this Lent 
worthwhile. What can I do to keep the spirit and practice of 
Lent? 
 
You've already taken the first step by going on the parish 
retreat. It is important for us to "tune up" our faith, taking 
some time to renew ourselves through prayer, meditation 
and education. By deepening our knowledge and under-
standing of faith, we are often better attuned to its richness 
and meaning for our life. 
 
Lent is an intense retreat, a forty-day period of reflection 
and penance that prepares us to celebrate the passion, 
death and resurrection of Christ. Our communication with 
God and our awareness of him is the purpose of prayer.  
 
Setting aside extra time each day helps intensify the season. 
Prayer includes daily Mass, Stations of the Cross, communal 
penance services and private confession. Making restitution 
for sin as well as disciplining our hearts and minds to focus 
on God is the purpose of penance. It helps us restore a 
sense of balance to our souls, thrown out of kilter by sin. 
Penance includes personal sacrifice, self-denial, fasting, 
almsgiving and charitable works. 
 
Finally, spiritual practices help us sharpen our understand-
ing and insight into the meaning and understanding of our 
faith. When you take your faith seriously, you do what is 
necessary to follow Jesus more closely, to integrate your life 
and your faith more carefully. 
 
Liturgical Publications, Inc. 

Everyday Stewardship 
 
What happens when people are allowed to do anything they 
want without any repercussions? A monster is created. 
Have you seen the parents who never correct or chastise 
their children? How about the person who keeps bullying 
others without anybody standing up to him? Then there are 
institutions like banks and corporations that continually 
scam the public without even so much as getting a slap on 
the wrist! The problem is a lack of accountability. Also, un-
fortunately, without accountability a person has no chance 
of changing. 
 
In a Year of Mercy, certainly this is the time to give people 
the opportunity to repent and change. But oftentimes with-
out a person or community that holds them accountable, 
people never find the incentive to change. Even after one is 
held accountable, there should be assistance in trying to 
turn over a new leaf and become better. 
 
Being accountable is a primary characteristic of an Everyday 
Steward. We must always be willing to accept that we just 
might be like a fig tree that is bearing no fruit. The good 
news is that if we are willing to have that pointed out to us, 
we have the chance to change. A stewardship way of life is 
not easy and it does not happen overnight. At times, we will 
find ourselves in need of good gardening tactics involving 
fertilization and watering. The sad reality is that we live in a 
world, and even sometimes a church, where accountability 
is seen as harsh or judgmental. However, we let ourselves 
and others down by not helping each other see the reality of 
our actions. Would you want to be that fruitless fig tree that 
gets cut down without a chance to grow? That would be 
really harsh. Let's help one another to be the best stewards 
and disciples we can be.  
 
Liturgical Publications, Inc.   

A Tax Time Test 
Now that you have figured out for 
Uncle Sam how much you made this 
year and how many charitable con-
tributions you gave, it might be a 
good time to figure out just how 
faithful and generous you really are. 
Throughout Sacred Scripture God has called us to “Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse…” (Malachi 3:10) The Catholic 
Church traditionally recognizes the tithe as 10% of your in-
come. So how close are you to returning 10% of your treasure 
to God? It’s easy to calculate. Divide your total charitable con-
tributions for last year by your gross income for last year. 
Move the decimal point over two places and that is your per-
cent of giving. So if your answer is .0346, you are returning 
3.5% of your income to God. If you are not happy with the 
number, we encourage you to plan ways to increase your giv-
ing. 

With the bulletin printing outsourced soon, we will have an 
earlier deadline. Beginning the week of February 28th, our 
new deadline to turn in bulletin announcements will be Tues-
days at 4 p.m.  All bulletin announcements must be in writing 
(no phone calls) and turned into the parish office or emailed 
to kjohnson@stncc.net.  
 
Please also note with the new bulletin format, bulletin inserts 
will no longer be accepted. We will do our best to include in-
formation within the bulletin as announcements instead of 
inserts. Thank you! 

NEW 
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Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy  
(Dec. 8, 2015 – Nov. 20, 2016) 
Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the Lord’s 
words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (cf. Lk 
6:36)’”  Participate throughout the year by making a pilgrimage to 
a Holy Door at the Cathedral of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint 
Mary, regularly receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, per-
forming corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways to pray, 
learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 
 
The Lonsdale area wide seniors (Golden Agers) will hold their 
next meeting on March 1 at the IC Civic Center in Lonsdale at 1:00. 
Euchre will be played with supper following at 4:00. All adults over 
60 are invited to attend. For info call Don at 507-744-2408. The 
seniors meet the first and third Tuesday every month. 
 
24 Hours for the Lord 
Friday, March 4, Noon  – Saturday, March 5, Noon 
Cathedral of Saint Paul, Saint Paul, and Basilica of Saint Mary, Min-
neapolis 
Pope Francis invites the universal Church to join in this 24 hour 
world-wide celebration of the Lord’s mercy. Come back to Confes-
sion in the Year of Mercy! 
Friday, Noon – 1:30 p.m.: Private prayer and penance services for 
priests. 
Friday, 1:30 p.m. – Saturday, Noon: Both sites will host round-the-
clock confessions for the faithful. 
Additional parishes are hosting reconciliation services or addition-
al time for confessions during the 24 hour period. For a list of sites 
and more details, please visit the www.archspm.org/24Hours. 
 
Global Solidarity Sunday Weekend: March 5/6 
March 5/6 is designated Global Solidarity Sunday weekend in the 
archdiocese with the theme: “Taste and see the goodness of the 
Lord.” This is an opportunity to reach out in solidarity to our 
brothers and sisters around the world and take part in offering the 
goodness of the Lord to all. On this Sunday, a special collection 
will be taken for four global priorities of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops: Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, as well as humanitarian activities of Catholic Relief Services. 
Please be as generous as you are able and support your brothers 
and sisters overseas. Thank you. 
 
Vatican International Exhibit of the Eucharistic Miracles of the 
World 
The Church of the Epiphany will host the exhibit March 19-20 
from 8:30 AM to 8 PM each day and March 21 from 8:30 AM to 3 
PM.  This exhibit includes 126 historically documented Eucharistic 
miracles that have occurred in various countries since the Last 
Supper.  These are visible proof of Jesus Christ's Real Presence in 
the Holy Eucharist.  All are welcome including members of other 
faiths.  Free admission.  For more information, call 763-755-1020.  
Church of the Epiphany is located at:  11001 Hanson Blvd. N.W., 
Coon Rapids 55433 
 

Priest vs. Seminarian Basketball Tournament 
Friday, April 1 
Barbecue at 5 p.m., Basketball games starting at 6:30 p.m. Bethle-
hem Academy, Faribault  
Mark your calendars for the 2016 Archdiocesan Priest and Semi-
narian Basketball Tournament. Come watch the seminarians from 
the Saint Paul Seminary and Saint John Vianney College Seminary, 
as well as the priests of the Archdiocese. It's free and open to the 
public. Visit www.thecatholicspirit.com/basketball to learn more. 
 
Women’s Discernment Retreat   
Join us for a retreat day focused to provide a deeper understand-
ing of consecrated life.  Women, ages 18 to 30 are invited!  Satur-
day, April 2 at 8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Nativity of Mary Catholic 
Church in Bloomington. Registration is required.   Lunch will be 
provided.  Cost is a free will donation.   To register, please contact 
the Office of Vocations by March 25 at 651.962.6890 or 
patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu 
 
2016 Live Family! Expo – A Mission of Mercy to the Family 
Friday, April 8, 6:30 – 10 p.m. & Saturday, April 9, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Church of St. Raphael, Crystal 
Learn and develop skills to transform your marriage, family and 
ministry! This vibrant, deeply inspirational and informative week-
end includes engaging workshops to help you live out Divine Mer-
cy first with your spouse and family. There are opportunities to 
network with others, visit relevant exhibits, enjoy amazing food 
and music, and participate in recitation of the Rosary, Chaplet and 
Mass. For more information and to register, visit 
www.archspm.org/Events, or contact Sonya (651-291-4488). Early-
bird registration ends March 15. This event is presented by the 
Cana Family Institute, in partnership with the Archdiocese of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis and the Diocese of Saint Cloud. 
 
The Lonsdale Knights of Columbus will be hosting an all you can 
eat fish dinner from 4-8pm at the Church of Immaculate Concep-
tion Crusader Civic Center  on Friday, March 11th.  Cost is $12.00 
for adults, $8.00 for kids 7-17 and 6 & under are free. Proceeds 
will support local pro-life ministries. 
 
Finding Jesus in the Old Testament 
Holy Spirit, 515 Albert Street S, Saint Paul 
Thursday, March 3, 7 p.m., School Commons 
The New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is 
unveiled in the New.  –St. Ignatius 
Through the lens of typology, learn how we can know that Jesus is 
in fact the promised Messiah and how to begin the study of scrip-
ture. Bill McLeod will demonstrate how to use typology to com-
pare the Old Testament scripture and New Testament scripture to 
unveil Christ’s message. We invite you to come and learn how 
typology is used to gain a deeper understanding of the meanings 
in the bible.  
To learn more about Holy Spirit’s Lenten programs, visit our Easter 
webpage, holy-spirit.org/Easter.  
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If you are interested in signing up to become a regular adorer or dedi-
cated substitute, please contact our temporary lead coordinator, Jean 
Moeller at 952-461-4552 or at maulor@msn.com. You may also sign up 
online at http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours. 

Mar 5 @ 5pm Lector: Chuck Mathews 

 Ministers: Jan Freeman, Gail Mathews 

 Ushers: Doug Serie, Dan Heselton  

Mar 6 @ 8am Lector: Tom McCabe 

  Ministers: Joyce Anderson, Margo Theisen 

  Ushers: Scott Steele, Gary Vosejpka 

Mar 6 @ 10am Lector: Matt Damiani 

  Ministers: Julie Nelson, Chris Kuehl 

  Ushers: Richard Hanke, Dennis Anderson  

Budget Weekly Sunday Giving $6,522 

Budget Year-to-Date Sunday Giving $221,748 

Sunday Plate & Envelope $4,615 

Bread and Wine $0 

Children’s Collection $5 

Fuel $25 

ACH (Received monthly) $4,940 

Grounds $0 

Collection Received Year-to-Date $208,959 

  -$12,789 

Endowment: $0  

Capital Improvements:       $250 Current; $3,520 Cumulative   

Contributors this week 126 (estimated) out of 457 

Knights of Columbus Council #12520 
Call Leon Meger at 952-652-2826 

Are You Registered? Registration helps us keep you in-
formed of important events, especially regarding sacramen-
tal preparation for children. If you are not registered, please 
fill out this form. Place it in the collection basket, drop it off 
or mail it to the parish office. Also, if you are registered, use 
this form to update address or contact information.  

Name  

Address 

City                                                                        State            Zip 

Home Phone                                           Cell Phone 

Email 

          Update information 

          Request registration information 

Eucharistic Adoration Readings for the Week 
Readings for the Week of February 28, 2016 
Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-4, 6-8, 11/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 
13:1-9 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-9/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6-11, 14, 17/Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-21/Lk 18:9-14  

Liturgical Stewardship 

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord 
February 21, 2016—Week 34 in Fascal Year 
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