
DECEMBER 10, 2023 



 

 

Sun Dec 10 Donut Sunday 
8:00am Mass:  For the Parish 
10:00am Mass (live streamed):  James and Evelyn Chlan
 
5:30pm High School Youth Group gathering 

Mon Dec 11 Mass is not scheduled on this day. 

Tue Dec 12 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Lillian Thomas 
8:35am Fa ma Rosary Group - all are welcome! 
6:00pm Parish Council mee ng 

Wed Dec 13 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Andrew Tonkovic 
4:45pm Confessions 
6:30pm LNMV Religious Educa on classes 

Thu Dec 14 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Alice Quaale
6:30pm Sisterhood Gathering 

Fri Dec 15 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass: Tim and Molly Havlicek Family 

Sat Dec 16 7:35am Rosary 
8:00am Mass:  Urban Kost 
8:35am Confessions 
3:30 - 4:40pm Confessions  
5:00pm Mass:  Bonnie Mauer 

Sun Dec 17 8:00am Mass:  For the Parish 
10:00am Mass (live streamed):  The Boyle Family  
6:30pm Fiat Ladies gathering 

This week at St. Nicholas 

Weekly Readings 
Readings for the week of December 10, 2023 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/ 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Is 61:10b)/ 
1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Pastor 
   Fr. Michael Rudolph, frrudolph@stncc.net 
Parish Admin. Asst. & Safe Environment Coordinator 
   Rochelle Ibarra, ribarra@stncc.net 
Principal, Holy Cross Catholic School, 952-652-6100 
   Jim Grogan, jimg@holycrossschool.net 
LNMV Religious Educa on 
   Mary Rose Rynda, maryroser@holycrossschool.net 
Music Ministry 
   Ryan Flicek, ryan@mtzgeo.com (volunteer) 
Youth Ministry 
   Angie Nicolai, angienshop@msn.com (volunteer) 
Boiler Engineer 
   Greg Fischer 
Custodians 
   Tim Capistrant, Church and Rectory 
   Theresa Boyle, JPII Building 
Communica on & Mission Coordinator, Bookkeeper 
   Karen Johnson, kjohnson@stncc.net 

Trustees 
   Kathy Chlan 

 
Marlin Hennen 

Pastoral Council 
   Jackie Berry 
   Sara Bertram (Chair) 
   Mike Cole 
   Ryan Flicek 

Anne Fredrickson 
Kelly Heselton 
Ed Meyer 
Mike Moeller 
Dirk Nicolai 

Finance Council 
   Steve Addabbo 
   Jake Benolkin 
   Pat Berry 
   Todd Hertaus 

 
Dan Huberty 
Shawn Overgaard 
Jenny Ward (Chair) 
 

Archdiocese Vic m Assistance 651-291-4475  

Directory 
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Welcome to St. Nicholas Catholic Church! 

Eucharis c Adora on 
Adora on Hours  
   Sunday 4 pm to Monday midnight  
   Monday 5 am to Wednesday midnight 
   Wednesday 4 am to Thursday midnight  
   Thursday 4 am to Friday midnight  
   Friday 5 am to Saturday 8 am 
We invite you to spend me with Jesus in adora on as your 
schedule allows. 

If you would like to be placed on the weekly adora on 
schedule, please contact Sherry Moening at 
smoenin1@gmail.com or sign up online at h ps://
www.stncc.net/available-adora on-hours.  

 



 

 

 St. Nicholas Catholic Church 
51 Church Street 
Elko New Market, MN 55054 
952-461-2403      
 
Parish Office Hours  
Monday:  Closed 
Tuesday—Friday:   
    7:45 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Lord’s Day Mass   
   Saturday: 5:00 p.m., Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 

& 10:00 a.m. (Live streamed on our website                            
and Facebook page.) 

Daily Mass 
   Tuesday—Saturday: 8:00 a.m.  
   Saturday morning Mass will be cancelled  
   when there is a wedding or funeral. 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia on  
  Tuesday—Friday: 7:35—7:50 a.m.  
  Wednesday: 4:45– 5:30 p.m.  
  Saturday: 8:35 a.m. and 3:30—4:40 p.m.  
   or by appointment 

Sacrament of Bap sm 
Pre-bap sm mee ngs are held with the pastor. 
Please call for an appointment. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements must be made a minimum of six 
(6) months in advance. 

Communion Call 
If you or someone you care for must receive 
communion at home or in the hospital, please 
call the parish office. 

Care Fund 
Help is available for emergency situa ons & 
special needs. Please contact the parish office. 

Prayer Line 
This group is designed to help pray for specific 
concerns or special inten ons. To add someone 
to the prayer line or if you are interested in 
becoming one of 45+ who pray, please contact 
Mary Zweber at 952-461-2366 or Sue Roufs at 
612-759-9892. 

Bulle n Guidelines 
• Bulle n items are due on Tuesdays by 4 p.m. 
• Email items to kjohnson@stncc.net. 
• All bulle n content is approved by Fr. 

Rudolph. 

General Informa on From the desk of Father Rudolph 

Lord, Let it be You who lives in me today,                                      Page 2         

The Desert of Minnesota… 

Minnesota is a lush, green place—at least for half of the year. Even in years of 
drought, rivers con nue to flow, fish con nue to populate the thousands of 
lakes, and trees thrive in the forests. Some people are concerned that could 
change in parts of northern Minnesota if mining for heavy metals is allowed. I’m 
not an expert on the subject, so I’m not taking sides in this dispute. But having 
travelled through Sudbury, Ontario, where nickel mining has made that area 
look more like the moon that Canada, I can understand people’s fears. I don’t 
think anyone wants deser fica on of our state’s beau ful landscapes. 

Whatever may happen up north physically, Minnesota has already become a 
desert spiritually for many people. Their hearts are hardened to the Living 
Water that is the Holy Spirit. Their minds are closed to the abundant life Jesus 
Christ came to bring. And their souls are closed to the frui ulness of following 
God’s call. And many mes, resistance to God is accompanied by an embrace of 
mixed-up priori es and disordered passions. In these folks the words of Saint 
Paul are fulfilled:  

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man or birds or animals or 
rep les. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because 
they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen! 
(Romans 1:22-25) 

We see this deser fica on in TV shows, movies, videos, corporate policies, the 
public educa on system, poli cal campaigns, how people vote, laws, court 
decisions, and everyday conversa ons. It even creeps into the Church to some 
extent. But this shouldn’t surprise us. It was predicted by the very first pope: 

There will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 
destruc ve heresies, even denying the Master who brought them, 
bringing upon themselves swi  destruc on. And many will follow their 
licen ousness, and because of them the way of truth will be reviled. And 
in their greed they will exploit you with false words…These are waterless 
springs and mists driven by a storm; for them the deepest gloom of 
darkness has been reserved. For, u ering loud boasts of folly, they en ce 
with licen ous passions of the flesh men who have barely escaped from 
those who live in error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves 
are slaves of corrup on.” (2 Peter 2-3, 17-19) 

But let’s not forget the good news! God, who sent Saint John the Bap st into 
the desert to prepare the way for the Lord Jesus Christ, con nues to send 
people with the same mission. He doesn’t give up on anyone, no ma er how 
much we might mistake falsehood for truth and evil for goodness. Through his 
messengers, God s ll points people to Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 

This Advent, let’s ask God to make us those messengers, and cry out in the 
desert where we live: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths” (Mark 1:3). God is faithful, and one day the desert will be covered with 
forests, meadows, and crops—all the abundance of his life. 

Your fellow pilgrim through Advent, 

Father Rudolph 

December 10, 2023    2nd Sunday of Advent 
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FIAT - DECEMBER 17, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
(Fiat meaning “Let it be done”) 
All Ladies 6th through 12th grade are 
invited to gather as daughters of our 
Almighty Father!! Growing in virtue & 

holiness with one another and our Jesus in and through our 
beau ful Mother Mary through our gi  of womanhood is 
the mission of FIAT (our yes). Any ques ons please contact 
Angie Nicolai at Angienshop@msn.com. 

St. Nicholas News & Events 
Saint of the Day – Saint Gregory III 
Gregory was originally from Syria. At some point, he was 
ordained a priest, moved to Rome, and in the year 731 was 
chosen to be the pope. His biggest ba le was with the 
emperor, Leo, who, along with some other Chris ans, thought 
that the use of icons, statues and other ar s c representa ons 
of Christ and the saints for prayer amounted to idolatry. In 730, 
Leo forbade the venera on of all images. Many images were 
destroyed in Constan nople and other areas firmly under the 
control of Leo. Gregory vigorously protested Leo’s ac ons and 
defended the use of images. The emperor, in response, sent a 
fleet of ships to capture the Pope. The ships were lost in a 
storm. In addi on to his defense of sacred art, Gregory was 
also known for his support of missionary ac vity, especially in 
Germany, where he sent Saint Boniface and Saint Willibald 
from England. Pope Gregory III died in the year 741, as the 
armies of the Lombard tribe were threatening to a ack Rome. 
He was firm in upholding the true Faith, protected the poor, 
and was a special friend to monks and nuns. Saint Gregory III, 
pray for us! (Excerpted and adapted with permission of the 
Publisher from Butler’s Lives of the Saints, New Full Edi on 
©Paul Burns 2003, Published by Liturgical Press, Collegeville, 
MN) 

December 10, 2023    2nd Sunday of Advent 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1:00 PM 
The St. Nicholas Golden Hearts will be mee ng in 
the church basement. We will be addressing 
Christmas cards for home-bound 
parishioners.  Please bring any religious-themed 
Christmas cards with envelopes you may 
have.  Ques ons can be answered by calling 
Joyce Hanke (952-461-1963), or Mary 

Hilpisch  (952-894-9272). 

SUNDAY, DEC 10, 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Students in 9-12 Grades are invited! 
Youth Group Gatherings are awe-
inspiring on all levels, from social 

me with friends to profound prayer 
experiences. Students of all faiths 
are welcome! We will gather on the 
St. Nicholas Campus. 

Reminder to pick up your Bu er Braids order in 
the church basement on 12/9 & 12/10 

There will be a limited amount available to purchase for 
those who did not order online.  

Proceeds will benefit the St. Nicholas Care Fund. 

USHERS NEEDED 
Men, women, including young adults are needed for the 
important ministry of ushering at all weekend liturgies. 
Ushers help greet and seat parishioners. They collect the 
offerings, help direct the communion procession, and 
distribute bulle ns at the conclusion of the liturgy. For more 
informa on, please text or call Ron Chlan at 952-212-7251.  

CONFIRMATION RETREAT THANK YOU! 
Our Confirma on students had a wonderful retreat recently. 
We are grateful to the NET Ministry team that led them 
through two days of growing in their faith and having fun.  
Thank you Tim and Emily Zweber for dona ng the taco meat.   

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 6:30 PM 
All ladies of the parish are invited to 
the next Sisterhood group gathering 
for fellowship, refreshments, and 
prayers. For more informa on, please 
call Irene Schultz at 612-227-8496 or 
Anne Fredrickson at 612-418-7488. 
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St. Nicholas News & Events 

Jesus, I trust in You!                                                  Page 4 

PACK THE PEWS WITH FOOD 
We invite you to Pack the Pews with non-
perishable and non-expired food items the 
weekend of December 9 & 10. Donated food 
will support our local food shelf, Hope for 
the Community South, which is led by our 
parishioners, Jim and Jodi Muelken. 

A GIFT FOR YOU! 
We are excited to offer FORMED to our en re parish for free. 
With award-winning studies and parish programs, inspiring 
audio content, movies, e-books, and family-friendly kids’ 
programming, there is something for 
everyone on FORMED.  

To register for your free account:  
1. Visit signup.formed.org  
2. Enter our parish zip code (55054) or name  

We pray that this gi  will bless you! 

Rooted presents a beloved tradi on in a new light. 
This new 22-episode series guides Catholics through a daily 
Advent reflec on using the Jesse Tree model tradi onally 
prac ced by families. Each seven-minute episode introduces 
the ancestors of Jesus Christ, shares a Scripture passage, and 
offers an engaging, prac cal reflec on. 
Hosted by Dr. Sco  Hefelfinger, Rooted helps viewers apply the 
passage and related teachings to each day of Advent, guided 
by the Church’s teaching. Episodes begin on December 3, the 
First Sunday of Advent, and end on December 24, the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent. 

Drawing Closer to God prepares your family for the Messiah's 
coming. 
Journey through Advent with the whole family! Join art teacher 
Ms. Kim as she teaches children to draw different scenes from 
the Christmas story, including the Annuncia on, shepherds' 
visit, the Na vity scene, and more. With compelling 
storytelling, Ms. Kim points out key details from Scripture and 
Catholic tradi on. 
As kids follow along and learn new art skills, they also learn to 
see the connec ons between the big picture of God's story and 
their place within it. 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES 

OPPORTUNITY TO SPREAD CHRISTMAS 
CHEER 
Our parish is sponsoring a “Giving Tree” this 
Advent season. Your family can bring joy to 
others by: 
1. Selec ng a tag from the Giving Tree. 
2. Purchasing the gi . 
3. Placing the unwrapped gi  near the Giving 
Tree on or before Sunday, December 17th. 

You are welcome to purchase as many gi s as 
you want.  

Dona ons will be given to Catholic Chari es 
cctwinci es.org and Alpha Women’s Center 
alphawomenscentermn.com. 

        
We are accep ng dona ons for Christmas Flowers. For 
those of you who do not receive weekly collec on 
envelopes and would like to contribute to Christmas 
Flowers, please feel free to use this form and return with 
payment to the parish office or drop in the collec on 
basket by Wednesday, December 20.  
For your convenience, you may also make your dona on 
online at h ps://www.stncc.net/give-now or by tex ng 
GIVE to 1-952-209-7799. 

FROM:  

PHONE:   

FLOWER DONATION AMOUNT: 
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 St. Nicholas Catholic Church  Elko New Market, MN 
St. Nicholas News & Events 

Recently discovered volunteering at St. Nicholas: 
Everyone who organized and volunteered at the gala 
especially Sara Bertram, Anne Fredrickson, S an Johansen, 
Alex Berry, Ryan Berry, Mathew Nohner, Todd Hertaus, Tom 
and Joanne Wagner, Anna Havlicek, Sherry and JoAnn 
Moening, Steve and Lenae Addabbo, Greg and Debbie Fischer, 
Kelly and Leah Heselton, Ron and Kathy Chlan. Jenny Ward 
organizing the cabinets in the back of church. 

Our volunteers do a lot to maintain and enhance the life of our 
parish. – Fr. Rudolph 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES 
• 12/24 Bulle n announcements are due by 12/14 at 4pm 
• 12/31 Bulle n announcements are due by 12/22 at 4pm 

A Christmas Gift for St. Nicholas 
In order to balance our parish budget, every year 
we rely heavily on the generous gi s that come to 
us through the Christmas collec on. We also rely on 
the weekly Offertory gi s that are made 52 weeks 
out of the year. Both your Christmas gi  to our 
parish and your weekly Offertory gi s help us 
manage our opera ng budget throughout the year.  
For this reason, we ask you to please be generous  
with your Christmas gi  to the parish. If possible, 
use both your weekly envelope and your Christmas 
envelope this Christmas. We need your support. 
Thank you for your generosity both throughout the 
year and at Christmas! 
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The collec on numbers were not available at the me this  
bulle n was submi ed for prin ng.  

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord 
December 3, 2023 - Week 23 in Fiscal Year 

Our Parish School News 
 St. Nicholas Catholic Church Have a great week! Elko New Market, MN 

HOW WILL YOU REPAY THE LORD? 
We appreciate your financial support. Every gi  you make advances 
our mission of making Jesus Christ known and loved and enables us 
to con nue our parish opera ons.  
 
Here’s how you can help:  
• Text GIVE to 1-952-209-7799. 
• Give Online:  h ps://www.stncc.net/give-now   
• Mail in your weekly contribu on:  

St. Nicholas Catholic Church, 51 Church St. 

 
CAPITAL 

CAMPAIGN 
CORNER 

As of 11/28/2023, the total pledged is $980,307 less $22,563 
pledges withdrawn for a net of $957,744 in pledges. The total 
payments received is $908,785.  THANK YOU to all who have 
made a commitment! Pledges/dona ons can s ll be made 
and we welcome adop on of pledges that have been 
withdrawn.  Please consider suppor ng this campaign to 
enhance the life of our parish.  Pledge cards are in the back of 
church or you can pledge online at stncc.net. 
To see all updates for the Faith in Our Future Campaign, please 
visit:  h ps://www.stncc.net/capital-campaign-corner. 

Mission: 
To renew the Church by enkindling a living 

rela onship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

in the Holy Eucharist. 
- USCCB 

Dear Parishioners,  

Our students naturally appreciate all the gi s that God has 
given to them. As our mission is to  aid parents in the develop-
ment of the whole child—mind, soul, and body, we hope that 
they are con nually inspired to move beyond a limited focus 
on self in aspiring to a life of virtue, beauty and charity. Virtual-
ly everything we do is designed to evangelize ourselves and the 
world. 

 Even the prayer that we pray to start off the day in December 
is directed toward the profound and beau ful. The Saint An-
drew Christmas Novena is a devo on that starts on the feast 
day of St. Andrew the Apostle, November 30, and ends on 
Christmas Eve.  The prayer is also known as the Christmas An-

cipa on prayer and is believed to have originated in Ireland 
during the 19th century. Here is the prayer: 

Hail, and blessed be the hour and moment at which the Son of 
God was born of a most pure Virgin at a stable at midnight in 
Bethlehem in the piercing cold. At that hour vouchsafe, I be-
seech Thee, to hear my prayers and grant my desires. 
(Men on your inten ons here) Through Jesus Christ and His 
most Blessed Mother. Amen. 

The students have been working hard and look forward to 
their December 14th Christmas program. On a more literal level 
of service to others, our families have generously donated Box-
es of Joy to our military families and have par cipated as well 
in a Sock’s Drive for the Veterans. Our preschoolers and Pre-k 
families have been collec ng gi s for a foster and respite 
home in New Prague. We will pray for all of the members of 
our suppor ng parishes and for all of our benefactors during 
this advent and then Christmas season.  

God Bless,  

Jim Grogan, HCCS Principal 
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Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

 Member FDIC 952-469-1600
NewMarket.Bank

SINCE 1905

Working to benefit your 
Church, School & Community

Knights of Columbus
Council # 12520

To become a member,
Call Leander Wagner at 952-457-4429

“YOUR REWARDS ARE OUT OF THIS WORLD”

REMODELING
& EXTERIORS
• Residential Construction Services
• Roofing:
       Wood, Asphalt, Steel
       & Composite
• Siding
• Gutters
• Decorative Metal Roofs
• EPDM Roofing
• Multi-Manufacturer Certified

Sales or Service Direct:
(612) 270-4993

Office:
(763) 444-1373

Locally Owned  |  MN LIC. BC639167

www.AllSeasonRemodel.com

 FREE
Storm

Inspection

10/50
Warranty

Paul Tupy
952-758-4466

Call us for your free estimate

952.393.4125
www.skluzacektreemovers.com

952.594.0671
www.eriksrepair.com

Locally Owned
& Operated

& COFFEE SHOP
Daily Fresh Baked Goods

Kolacky • Bohemian Breads • Rye • Koblihy
Cakes For ALL Special Occasions!
New Prague, MN   952-758-3220

119 WEST MAIN STREET
NEW PRAGUE, MN 56071

952-758-2422
MARQUARDTJEWELERS.COM

MARQUARDT JEWELERS
E S T .  1 9 9 5

FINE & CUSTOM JEWELRY,
REPAIRS & RESTORATIONS

952.890.3555 
www.masterelectric.com
24/7 Commercial and Residential Service

952.461.2251
341 Main St • Elko New Market, MN 55054

TDF LIQUORS
450 Main St. • Elko New Market

952.461.2337
Come on in and shop for
wine, beer, and spirits

Troy
Friedges

612.382.7681
www.TroyFriedges.com

An Employee Owned Company
Service, Service, Service ™

Serving Minnesota for over 50 Years!

IT & Document
Management Solutions
(612) 861-4000
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