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Sun Dec 17 8:00am Mass:  For the Parish 
10:00am Mass (live streamed):  The Boyle Family  
6:30pm Fiat Ladies gathering 

Mon Dec 18 Mass is not scheduled on this day. 
7:00pm Penance Service at Most Holy Trinity, Veseli 

Tue Dec 19 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Bonnie Mauer 
8:35am Fatima Rosary Group - all are welcome! 
7:00pm Penance Service at Immaculate Conception, 
Lonsdale 

Wed Dec 20 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Jamie Russell 
4:45pm Confessions 
7:00pm Penance Service at St. Nicholas 

Thu Dec 21 7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass:  David Friedges 
4:00pm Adoration Chapel closes 

Fri Dec 22 Adoration Chapel closed 
7:35am Rosary and confessions 
8:00am Mass: Mary and Allen Fountain 

Sat Dec 23 Adoration Chapel closed 
7:35am Rosary 
8:00am Mass:  Don and Jean Monnens 
8:35am Confessions 
3:30 - 4:40pm Confessions  
5:00pm Mass:  Robert and Bernice Devine 

Sun Dec 24 Christmas Eve Day 
Adoration Chapel closed 
9:00am Mass (live streamed):  Shelly Gifford 
10:30am Christmas decorating 
4:00pm Mass:  For the Parish 
9:30pm Christmas Hymns with the St. Nicholas Choir 
10:00pm Mass: For the Parish 

Mon Dec 25 Christmas Day 
Adoration Chapel Closed 
9:00am Mass (live streamed):  Adam Jandro & Family 

This week at St. Nicholas 

Weekly Readings 
Readings for the week of December 17, 2023 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Is 61:10b)/ 
1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 (2a)/Rom 
16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

Pastor 
   Fr. Michael Rudolph, frrudolph@stncc.net 

Parish Admin. Asst. & Safe Environment Coordinator 
   Rochelle Ibarra, ribarra@stncc.net 

Principal, Holy Cross Catholic School, 952-652-6100 
   Jim Grogan, jimg@holycrossschool.net 

LNMV Religious Education 
   Mary Rose Rynda, maryroser@holycrossschool.net 

Music Ministry 
   Ryan Flicek, ryan@mtzgeo.com (volunteer) 

Youth Ministry 
   Angie Nicolai, angienshop@msn.com (volunteer) 

Boiler Engineer 
   Greg Fischer 

Custodians 
   Tim Capistrant, Church and Rectory 
   Theresa Boyle, JPII Building 

Communication & Mission Coordinator, Bookkeeper 
   Karen Johnson, kjohnson@stncc.net 

Trustees 
   Kathy Chlan 

 
Marlin Hennen 

Pastoral Council 
   Jackie Berry 
   Sara Bertram (Chair) 
   Mike Cole 
   Ryan Flicek 

Anne Fredrickson 
Kelly Heselton 
Ed Meyer 
Mike Moeller 
Dirk Nicolai 

Finance Council 
   Steve Addabbo 
   Jake Benolkin 
   Pat Berry 
   Todd Hertaus 

 
Dan Huberty 
Shawn Overgaard 
Jenny Ward (Chair) 
 

Archdiocese Victim Assistance 651-291-4475  

Directory 

 Page 1                  Website: stncc.net                Twitter.com/Stnccnet               Instagram.com/stnccnet                Facebook.com/stncc.net 

Welcome to St. Nicholas Catholic Church! 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Holiday Adoration Schedule 
The Adoration Chapel will close on Thursday, December 21, at 
4pm and re-open after morning Mass on Tuesday, January 2. 
 
Adoration Hours  
   Sunday 4 pm to Monday midnight  
   Monday 5 am to Wednesday midnight 
   Wednesday 4 am to Thursday midnight  
   Thursday 4 am to Friday midnight  
   Friday 5 am to Saturday 8 am 

We invite you to spend time with Jesus in adoration as your 
schedule allows. 

If you would like to be placed on the weekly adoration 
schedule, please contact Sherry Moening at 
smoenin1@gmail.com or sign up online at https://
www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours.  

 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE 

• 12/31 Bulletin announcements are due by 12/22 at 4pm 

mailto:frvandenbroeke@stncc.net
mailto:FatherBarnes@stncc.net
mailto:ribarra@stncc.net
mailto:jimg@holycrossschool.net
mailto:maryroser@holycrossschool.net
mailto:ryan@mtzgeo.com
mailto:angienshop@msn.com
mailto:kjohnson@stncc.net
http://www.stncc.net
https://twitter.com/Stnccnet
https://www.instagram.com/stnccnet/
https://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
mailto:smoenin1@gmail.com
http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours
http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours


 

 

 St. Nicholas Catholic Church 
51 Church Street 
Elko New Market, MN 55054 
952-461-2403      
 
Parish Office Hours  
Monday:  Closed 
Tuesday—Friday:   
    7:45 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Lord’s Day Mass   
   Saturday: 5:00 p.m., Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 

& 10:00 a.m. (Live streamed on our website                            
and Facebook page.) 

Daily Mass 
   Tuesday—Saturday: 8:00 a.m.  
   Saturday morning Mass will be cancelled  
   when there is a wedding or funeral. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
  Tuesday—Friday: 7:35—7:50 a.m.  
  Wednesday: 4:45– 5:30 p.m.  
  Saturday: 8:35 a.m. and 3:30—4:40 p.m.  
   or by appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Pre-baptism meetings are held with the pastor. 
Please call for an appointment. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements must be made a minimum of six 
(6) months in advance. 

Communion Call 
If you or someone you care for must receive 
communion at home or in the hospital, please 
call the parish office. 

Care Fund 
Help is available for emergency situations & 
special needs. Please contact the parish office. 

Prayer Line 
This group is designed to help pray for specific 
concerns or special intentions. To add someone 
to the prayer line or if you are interested in 
becoming one of 45+ who pray, please contact 
Mary Zweber at 952-461-2366 or Sue Roufs at 
612-759-9892. 

Bulletin Guidelines 

• Bulletin items are due on Tuesdays by 4 p.m. 

• Email items to kjohnson@stncc.net. 

• All bulletin content is approved by Fr. 
Rudolph. 

General Information From the desk of Father Rudolph 
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Working Flashlights… 

“A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 
to testify to the light.” The beginning of this Sunday’s Gospel (John 1:6-8, 19-
28) reminds me of people who brought the Light of the world—Jesus Christ—to 
me back in my “BC” (Before Christ) days, when I was living in the dark in many 
ways. 

Two were people who, at different times and in different ways, indicated to me 
that if I didn’t change what I believed and how I was living, I was in danger of 
going to hell. That shone the light of truth on my ways of thinking and acting, 
and prompted me to follow that light where it led. 

Then there was a couple who gave me a ride when I was hitchhiking who had 
quit their well-paying jobs in the Twin Cities and were on their way to be 
missionaries in Wisconsin. They had to raise money for their living expenses. I 
think they talked a little about Jesus Christ, but what struck me most was their 
friendliness, joy, and peace. 

Another time, I was hitchhiking in Wyoming. It was a cold and rainy day and 
after hours of trying, no one had picked me up. I finally went into a restaurant 
to warm up. As I was drinking a cup of coffee, the waitress brought over a 
platter with a cheeseburger and fries on it. She explained that a guy sitting 
across the room had bought it for me. I don’t know his religious beliefs, but 
maybe he knew the words of Jesus: “I was hungry, and you gave me 
food” (Matthew 25:35). His kindness also brings to mind some other words of 
Sacred Scripture: “God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him” (1 John 4:16). 

The good folks of the Salvation Army gave me some light, too. Once when I was 
hitchhiking in Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan, it was getting dark and cold. 
Another hitchhiker told me that if I went to a certain hotel, the Salvation Army 
would pay for me to have a room for the night. Sure enough. That’s one reason 
among many to put money in their red baskets during Advent. Not only their 
actions, but also their name points to the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Another flashlight was someone named Tom. I had recently become a Christian, 
as I had a heart to heart with Jesus, asked him to be my Lord and Savior, forgive 
my sins, and make me the man he wanted me to be. Then I got baptized. But I 
had never been to a Christian worship service. At the time I was a cab driver, 
and so was Tom. We got to talking while waiting in line for customers at the 
airport. We talked about Jesus and he invited me to his church. That was the 
door to many light-filled experiences, including meeting other Christians and 
learning more about the Bible, praise, and worship. 

This Advent and Christmas, and always, may God help us to be alert to people 
who might be living in the dark in some ways, even if they are strangers. All 
people need the Light of Jesus Christ, but many don’t know it yet. We may be 
the flashlight that points them to him. May we say to the Lord what Isaiah said: 
“Here I am Lord, send me” (Isaiah 6:8). 

Advent blessings, 

Father Rudolph 

December 17, 2023    3rd Sunday of Advent 
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FIAT - DECEMBER 17, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
(Fiat meaning “Let it be done”) 
All ladies 6th through 12th grade are 
invited to gather as daughters of our 
Almighty Father!! Growing in virtue & 

holiness with one another and our Jesus in and through our 
beautiful Mother Mary through our gift of womanhood is 
the mission of FIAT (our yes). Any questions please contact 
Angie Nicolai at Angienshop@msn.com. 

St. Nicholas News & Events 

December 17, 2023    3rd Sunday of Advent 

OPPORTUNITY TO SPREAD CHRISTMAS 
CHEER 
Our parish is sponsoring a “Giving Tree” this 
Advent season. Your family can bring joy to 
others by: 
1. Selecting a tag from the Giving Tree. 
2. Purchasing the gift. 
3. Placing the unwrapped gift near the Giving 
Tree on or before Sunday, December 17th. 

You are welcome to purchase as many gifts as 
you want.  

Donations will be given to Catholic Charities 
cctwincities.org and Alpha Women’s Center 
alphawomenscentermn.com. 

A Christmas Gift for St. Nicholas 
In order to balance our parish budget, every year 
we rely heavily on the generous gifts that come to 
us through the Christmas collection. We also rely on 
the weekly Offertory gifts that are made 52 weeks 
out of the year. Both your Christmas gift to our 
parish and your weekly Offertory gifts help us 
manage our operating budget throughout the year.  
For this reason, we ask you to please be generous  
with your Christmas gift to the parish. If possible, 
use both your weekly envelope and your Christmas 
envelope this Christmas. We need your support. 
Thank you for your generosity both throughout the 
year and at Christmas! 

We invite you to sing along with the St. Nicholas Choir as they 
present beautiful Christmas hymns before the 10pm Mass on 
Christmas Eve. Music begins at 9:30pm. 

Thank You! 
The family of Leander Wagner thanks St. Nicholas Parish 

including Fr. Rudolph, the choir, and all who helped with the 

wonderful luncheon. Your support is extremely appreciated. 

http://www.stncc.net
https://twitter.com/Stnccnet
https://www.instagram.com/stnccnet/
https://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
mailto:Angienshop@msn.com
https://cctwincities.org/
https://alphawomenscentermn.com/


 

 

 St. Nicholas Catholic Church  Elko New Market, MN 

St. Nicholas News & Events 

Saint of the Day – Saint Wivina 

Wivina was born of parents who were members of the nobility 
around the beginning of the 12th century in Flanders, a region 
of what is now Belgium. From an early age she was determined 
to follow the religious life. As a girl she had a number of 
suitors, including a young man named Richard who had the 
approval of her parents. When Wivina refused to marry him, 
Richard became very ill, but was restored to health by her 
prayers and counsel. She became a hermit for a time, living 
with one companion in a forest near Brussels. She took her 
Psalter (a collection of the Psalms) with her. After a while her 
solitude was disturbed by inquisitive visitors, until Count 
Geoffrey of Brabant offered her land and financing for a 
religious house at Bigarden. Wivina became its abbess, helped 
by the abbot of the nearby monastery of Afflighem. Her abbey 
prospered in spite of accusations by some of her nuns that her 
rule was not sufficiently rigorous. She refuted these 
accusations and died with a high reputation. Saint Wivina, pray 
for us! (Excerpted and adapted with permission of the 
Publisher from Butler’s Lives of the Saints, New Full Edition 
©Paul Burns 2003, Published by Liturgical Press, Collegeville, 
MN)                                                                                       

Jesus, I trust in You!                                                  Page 4 

        
We are accepting donations for Christmas Flowers. For 
those of you who do not receive weekly collection 
envelopes and would like to contribute to Christmas 
Flowers, please feel free to use this form and return with 
payment to the parish office or drop in the collection 
basket by Wednesday, December 20.  

For your convenience, you may also make your donation 
online at https://www.stncc.net/give-now or by texting 
GIVE to 1-952-209-7799. 

FROM:  

PHONE:   

FLOWER DONATION AMOUNT: 

 

Thank you! 
 
A sincere thank you to all who contributed time and treasure 
to the 2023 St. Nicholas Gala and Auction! I hope you enjoyed 
our speaker, Matt Birk, as much as I did, and the auctioneers 
also added an element of exciting entertainment. A special 
thank you to Anne Fredrickson for bringing her fundraising 
expertise to the gala this year.  Anne’s engagement and ideas 
enabled us to raise more funds than in years past, which is a 
step in the right direction.  As we’ve changed our name, 
venue, logo, ticket price, drawing opportunities, etc. – over the 
last 10 years, we’ve gone from 450 people attending to less 
than 175.  While looking at the prior trends can be 
discouraging, the committee presses on with the goal of 
increasing attendance and funds raised with focus on doing 
their best in support of the parish.  God will take care of the 
rest.  I’m very grateful to our small but mighty committee, as 
well as the office staff, needed to put on this annual event!  If 
you have feedback or would like to join the committee in any 
capacity (chair, vice-chair, member), please reach out to 
me.  Sara Bertram – 612-599-7231.   

 
Preliminary Results 

Income  

Dinner Ticket Sales 12,225.00  

Games/Raffles 2,660.00  

Live Auctions 6,850.00  

Business Sponsorships 1,300.00  

Monetary Donations from Parishioners 14,080.00  

 37,115.00  

Expenses  

Venue (hall, meals, beverages, pop, tip) 9,027.51  

Prize Money 450.00  

Mailings, tickets, license, auctioneer,  
speaker, etc. 

5,389.00  

 14,866.51  

  

Net Income $22,248.49  

  

https://www.stncc.net/give-now
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St. Nicholas News & Events 

Recently discovered volunteering at St. Nicholas: 
Dan and Kelly Heselton taking over updating the outside sign. 
Ron Chlan changing the light bulb in the Adoration Chapel 
entry. 

Our volunteers do a lot to maintain and enhance the life of our 
parish. – Fr. Rudolph 

USHERS NEEDED 
Men and women, including young adults are needed for the 
important ministry of ushering at all weekend liturgies. 
Ushers help greet and seat parishioners. They collect the 
offerings, help direct the communion procession, and 
distribute bulletins at the conclusion of the liturgy. For more 
information, please text or call Ron Chlan at 952-212-7251.  

Levi Meyer 
2115 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

Michael Panka 
2260 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

ST. NICHOLAS SEMINARIANS 
We are greatly blessed to have two men from Saint Nicholas 
who are in formation for the priesthood. Deacon Michael 
Panka is in his final year at Saint Paul Seminary. Levi Meyer is a 
sophomore at Saint John Vianney College Seminary. We’re also 
very blessed to be the teaching parish for another seminarian, 
Paul Zach, who is studying for the Diocese of Fargo and is in his 
first year at Saint Paul Seminary. I’m sure all three would 
welcome your prayers, letters, or encouraging and 
appreciative words when you see them. Father Rudolph. 

Paul Zach 
2260 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

YEAR END GIVING AND TAX BENEFITS 
As the end of the year approaches, we begin to reflect upon 
the many blessings bestowed upon us. It also provides a great 
opportunity to thank God for these blessings.  
 
This is a time of year when people consider giving charitable 
contributions to their favorite charities to reduce their tax 
liability of owing Federal income taxes. We hope that you 
consider St. Nicholas Catholic Church as one of your favorite 
charities as we always have a need for donations as they are 
what make the parish viable.  
 
As you review your yearly tax plan to check to the possibility of 
owing Federal income tax this year, we hope you will consider 
making a gift to St. Nicholas Catholic Church. Your year-end 
gift might reduce your income taxes owed while providing a 
very meaningful support to our parish. Your charitable gifts 
make an important difference in what we are able to 
accomplish here at St. Nicholas; any amount you can shift to 
the parish is greatly needed and appreciated. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY! 
 
In order for your contribution to be considered a 2023 
charitable tax deduction, please note: 

• Contributions (if mailed) must be postmarked on or 
before December 31, 2023 

• Contributions must be in the collection basket on or 
before December 31, 2023 

• Contributions must be physically in the parish office or the 
parish drop box located on the porch of the parish house 
on or before December 31, 2023 

 
Contributions received in the January 1, 2024, collections are 
considered 2024 contributions even if checks are dated for 
2023. 
 
For your convenience, St. Nicholas accepts online payments 
through our parish website, stncc.net. You can make payments 
with your Debit card, Credit card, or through your bank 
account for your regular Sunday giving, for events or classes, 
and for donations such as year-end gifts to the parish.  

http://www.stncc.net
https://twitter.com/Stnccnet
https://www.instagram.com/stnccnet/
https://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
https://www.stncc.net/give-now
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Our Parish School News 

 St. Nicholas Catholic Church Have a great week! Elko New Market, MN 

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord 
December 3, 2023 - Week 23 in Fiscal Year 

Weekly Giving: 
$5,875 

Weekly Needed: 
$6,365 

Weekly Over/(Under): 
($490) 

YTD Giving: 
$141,533 

YTD Needed: 
$146,404 

YTD Over/(Under): 
($4,871) 

HOW WILL YOU REPAY THE LORD? 
We appreciate your financial support. Every gift you make advances 
our mission of making Jesus Christ known and loved and enables us 
to continue our parish operations.  
 
Here’s how you can help:  
• Text GIVE to 1-952-209-7799. 
• Give Online:  https://www.stncc.net/give-now   
• Mail in your weekly contribution:  

St. Nicholas Catholic Church, 51 Church St. 

 

CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 
CORNER  

As of 12/3/2023, the total pledged is $980,307 less $22,563 
pledges withdrawn for a net of $957,744 in pledges. The total 
payments received is $914,400.  THANK YOU to all who have 
made a commitment! Pledges/donations can still be made 
and we welcome adoption of pledges that have been 
withdrawn.  Please consider supporting this campaign to 
enhance the life of our parish.  Pledge cards are in the back of 
church or you can pledge online at stncc.net. 

To see all updates for the Faith in Our Future Campaign, please 
visit:  https://www.stncc.net/capital-campaign-corner. 

 
 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 
- St. Ignatius of Loyola 

REGISTRATION OPENS IN DECEMBER! 

If you have been considering Holy Cross for your family, now is 
the prime time to register. 

To learn more about our beautiful school or to register, follow 
this link:  https://www.holycrossschool.net/ 

SAVE THE DATE: Crusader Celebration - Saturday, February 
10, 2024 
Holy Cross is hosting a school fundraiser on Saturday, February 
10, 2024 at Ridges at Sand Creek in Jordan, MN. This event con-
sists of a live auction, silent auction, games, raffles, dinner, and 
so much more! Tickets will go on sale in January and there will 
be more  information available as we draw near to the date of 
the event. 

https://www.stncc.net/give-now
http://www.stncc.net
https://www.stncc.net/capital-campaign-corner
https://www.holycrossschool.net/
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Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

 Member FDIC 952-469-1600
NewMarket.Bank

SINCE 1905

Working to benefit your 
Church, School & Community

Knights of Columbus
Council # 12520

To become a member,
Call Leander Wagner at 952-457-4429

“YOUR REWARDS ARE OUT OF THIS WORLD”

REMODELING
& EXTERIORS
• Residential Construction Services
• Roofing:
       Wood, Asphalt, Steel
       & Composite
• Siding
• Gutters
• Decorative Metal Roofs
• EPDM Roofing
• Multi-Manufacturer Certified

Sales or Service Direct:
(612) 270-4993

Office:
(763) 444-1373

Locally Owned  |  MN LIC. BC639167

www.AllSeasonRemodel.com

 FREE
Storm

Inspection

10/50
Warranty

Paul Tupy
952-758-4466

Call us for your free estimate

952.393.4125
www.skluzacektreemovers.com

952.594.0671
www.eriksrepair.com

Locally Owned
& Operated

& COFFEE SHOP
Daily Fresh Baked Goods

Kolacky • Bohemian Breads • Rye • Koblihy
Cakes For ALL Special Occasions!
New Prague, MN   952-758-3220

119 WEST MAIN STREET
NEW PRAGUE, MN 56071

952-758-2422
MARQUARDTJEWELERS.COM

MARQUARDT JEWELERS
E S T .  1 9 9 5

FINE & CUSTOM JEWELRY,
REPAIRS & RESTORATIONS

952.890.3555 
www.masterelectric.com
24/7 Commercial and Residential Service

952.461.2251
341 Main St • Elko New Market, MN 55054

TDF LIQUORS
450 Main St. • Elko New Market

952.461.2337
Come on in and shop for
wine, beer, and spirits

Troy
Friedges

612.382.7681
www.TroyFriedges.com

An Employee Owned Company
Service, Service, Service ™

Serving Minnesota for over 50 Years!

IT & Document
Management Solutions
(612) 861-4000




