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Welcome to St, ictholas Catholic Clanch!
This week at St. Nicholas

Pastor
Fr. Michael Rudolph, frrudolph@stncc.net

Parish Admin. Asst. & Safe Environment Coordinator
Rochelle Ibarra, ribarra@stncc.net

Principal, Holy Cross Catholic School, 952-652-6100
Jim Grogan, jimg@holycrossschool.net

LNMV Religious Education
Mary Rose Rynda, maryroser@holycrossschool.net

Music Ministry
Ryan Flicek, ryan@mtzgeo.com (volunteer)

Youth Ministry
Angie Nicolai, angienshop@msn.com (volunteer)

Boiler Engineer
Greg Fischer

Custodians
Tim Capistrant, Church and Rectory
Theresa Boyle, JPII Building

Communication & Mission Coordinator, Bookkeeper
Karen Johnson, kjohnson@stncc.net

Trustees

Kathy Chlan Marlin Hennen

Anne Fredrickson
Kelly Heselton

Pastoral Council
Jackie Berry

Sara Bertram (Chair) Ed Meyer

Mike Cole Mike Moeller

Ryan Flicek Dirk Nicolai
Finance Council

Steve Addabbo Dan Huberty

Jake Benolkin Shawn Overgaard

Pat Berry Jenny Ward (Chair)

Todd Hertaus

Archdiocese Victim Assistance 651-291-4475

Eucharistic Adoration

Holiday Adoration Schedule
The Adoration Chapel will re-open after morning Mass on
Tuesday, January 2.

Adoration Hours
Sunday 4 pm to Monday midnight
Monday 5 am to Wednesday midnight
Wednesday 4 am to Thursday midnight
Thursday 4 am to Friday midnight
Friday 5 am to Saturday 8 am

Adorers are especially needed for the following hours:
Wednesdays at 10pm and Thursdays at 9am.

If you would like to be placed on the weekly adoration
schedule, please contact Sherry Moening at
smoeninl@gmail.com or sign up online at https://
www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours.
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to the advertisers who HEAVY STEEL FABRICATOR
Support our b]_]]]et]n 21105 Edmonton Ave = Farmington, MN

651-463-1028 » sales®rufimig.com

New Year’s Eve Day

Adoration Chapel closed

8:00am Mass: Gretchen Rhein®

10:00am Mass (live stream): Verna Panka®

Sun |Dec31

New Year’s Day

Adoration Chapel closed

9:00am Mass (live streamed): For the Parish
5:00pm Mass: LeRoy and Mary Lou Thomas#iF

Mon |[Jan 1

Parish office closed

7:35am Rosary and confessions

8:00am Mass: Bill and Florence Billeti®

8:35am Fatima Rosary Group - all are welcome!

8:35am Adoration Chapel re-opens after morning Mass.

Tue |Jan2

Wed [Jan3 | 7:35am Rosary and confessions
8:00am Mass: Leon Zweber®
4:45pm Confessions

6:30pm LNMV Religious Education classes

Thu [Jan4 |7:35am Rosary and confessions
8:00am Mass: Frank and Mary Tupy families® ¥

7:00pm KC meeting

Fri Jan 5 7:35am Rosary and confessions

8:00am Mass: John and Maureen Nesheim

Sat |Jan6 |7:35am Rosary

8:00am Mass: Walter Wolfsoni

8:35am Confessions and First Saturday prayers
3:30 - 4:40pm Confessions

5:00pm Mass: For the Parish

8:00am Mass: Tim and Peggy Boyle
10:00am Mass (live stream): Geralda Wagnerit

Sun |Jan7

Weekly Readings

Readings for the week of December 31, 2023

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or

Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34

Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42

Friday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or
3:23,31-34, 36, 38

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/
Mt 2:1-12
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December 31, 2023

The Holy Family

General Information From the desk of Father Rudolph

St. Nicholas Catholic Church
51 Church Street

Elko New Market, MN 55054
952-461-2403

Parish Office Hours
Monday: Closed
Tuesday—Friday:

7:45 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Lord’s Day Mass
Saturday: 5:00 p.m., Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
& 10:00 a.m. (Live streamed on our website
and Facebook page.)

Daily Mass
Tuesday—Saturday: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday morning Mass will be cancelled
when there is a wedding or funeral.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday—Friday: 7:35—7:50 a.m.
Wednesday: 4:45—5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 8:35 a.m. and 3:30—4:40 p.m.
or by appointment

Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-baptism meetings are held with the pastor.
Please call for an appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made a minimum of six
(6) months in advance.

Communion Call

If you or someone you care for must receive
communion at home or in the hospital, please
call the parish office.

Care Fund
Help is available for emergency situations &
special needs. Please contact the parish office.

Prayer Line

This group is designed to help pray for specific
concerns or special intentions. To add someone
to the prayer line or if you are interested in
becoming one of 45+ who pray, please contact
Mary Zweber at 952-461-2366 or Sue Roufs at
612-759-9892.

Bulletin Guidelines

e Bulletin items are due on Tuesdays by 4 p.m.

e Email items to kjohnson@stncc.net.

e All bulletin content is approved by Fr.
Rudolph.

Lord, Let it be Yo who lives in me today,

Holy only by God’s Grace...

As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we
might be stirred to feelings of love and devotion for them, but at the same time
feel pangs of inadequacy. How can we measure up to their example, as the
Church encourages us to? Jesus and Mary were without sin, and Sacred
Scripture doesn’t record any shortcomings on the part of Saint Joseph. In
contrast, we are probably well aware of our own sinfulness as well as some of
the faults of our loved ones.

One way to go forward in hope can be seen in the collect (opening prayer) of
this Sunday’s Mass, part of which reads: “O God, who were pleased to give us
the shining example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may imitate
them in practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity.” There
are many virtues of family life. The Church, in this prayer, singles out one virtue
as preeminent, namely charity—the kind of love God has, which is sacrificial,
patient, generous, self-giving, and unconditional. We may not be able to do this
yet as well as Jesus, Mary and Joseph, but with God’s help we can make a good
start. Receiving the Body and Blood in a state of grace is the most potent way to
become like God in how we love. Another way is to say prayers like: “Lord, help
me to experience your love for other people and myself,” “Lord, please love
other people through me,” “Lord, help me to love other people with your love,”
and “Lord, | pray other people will see you in me.”

The love of the Holy Family didn’t just stay in their household. It was manifested
in how they loved their neighbors in Bethlehem, Egypt, and Nazareth, including
those whose relationships were far from perfect. Human nature being what it is,
I’'m sure they knew some people who conceived children with partners they
weren’t married to, and couples who were living together without being
married. There may even have been some same-sex couples, at least among
those pagan Greeks and Romans who were living among the Jews, and whose
cultures tolerated such activities, unlike Judaism. (The Law of Moses given to
the Jews by God states: “If a man lies with a male as with a woman it is an
abomination” (Leviticus 20:13).)

My guess is that Jesus, Mary and Joseph treated people in these irregular or
immoral relationships with the same charity they shared with each other in
their own household. That doesn’t mean pretending sin is OK, calling evil good,
or neglecting to call people to repent and change their lives with God’s help, but
it does mean treating everyone with respect and kindness. That’s another way
the Holy Family can be a good example for us today.

Some people may not understand yet what God’s plan is for sexuality and
marriage, and so are living in ways contrary to Sacred Scripture and the
teachings of the Catholic Church. But putting them down for their behavior, or
treating them like they are second-class, won’t help draw them to the truth.
Sure, people need to hear about right and wrong. But we should be discreet and
respectful when helping people find the right path. Above all, we should keep in
mind these words of Jesus: “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free” (John
8:31-32). It is very difficult, if not impossible, to know or understand the truth
without first getting to know Jesus Christ. With God’s help, may we help
everyone do that.

Your fellow sinner saved by grace,
Father Rudolph
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December 31, 2023

St. Nicholas News & Events

* Please w'yerfuﬂly

@ Kicholas Catholic
W as your year end
giving charity
YEAR END GIVING AND TAX BENEFITS

As the end of the year approaches, we begin to reflect upon
the many blessings bestowed upon us. It also provides a great
opportunity to thank God for these blessings.

This is a time of year when people consider giving charitable
contributions to their favorite charities to reduce their tax
liability of owing Federal income taxes. We hope that you
consider St. Nicholas Catholic Church as one of your favorite
charities as we always have a need for donations as they are
what make the parish viable.

As you review your yearly tax plan to check to the possibility of
owing Federal income tax this year, we hope you will consider
making a gift to St. Nicholas Catholic Church. Your year-end gift
might reduce your income taxes owed while providing a very
meaningful support to our parish. Your charitable gifts make an
important difference in what we are able to accomplish here at
St. Nicholas; any amount you can shift to the parish is greatly
needed and appreciated.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY!

In order for your contribution to be considered a 2023
charitable tax deduction, please note:

e Contributions (if mailed) must be postmarked on or before
December 31, 2023

e Contributions must be in the collection basket on or
before December 31, 2023

e Contributions must be physically in the parish office or the
parish drop box located on the porch of the parish house
on or before December 31, 2023

Contributions received in the January 1, 2024, collections are
considered 2024 contributions even if checks are dated for
2023.

For your convenience, St. Nicholas accepts online payments
through our parish website, stncc.net. You can make payments
with your Debit card, Credit card, or through your bank
account for your regular Sunday giving, for events or classes,
and for donations such as year-end gifts to the parish.

Hope for the Community and its volunteers thank you for your
generous monetary donations at the Ecumenical Service as well

as 612 pounds of food for Pack the Pews! Thank you for your
kindness and generosity and helping us to serve so many!
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The Holy Family

New Year’s Schedule

New Year’s Masses
(Mary, Mother of God)
January 1
Mass 9:00 a.m.
(liwe streamed)

Mass 5:00 p.m.

THANK YOU ON BEHALF OF ALPHA WOMEN'’S CENTER

AND CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Thank you for your generous response to our

2023 Giving Tree! We received over 300 gifts

benefiting our local mobile pregnancy center,

Alpha Women's Center, and the Twin Cities

Catholic Charities, including:

e 100+ articles of clothing and shoes for
adults and children

e 26 winter coats, boots and mittens

e 100+ houseware items

e 23 games and activity sets

e 29 coloring books and art supplies

e Miscellaneous personal care items

&
Thes~
iving

166

Recently discovered volunteering at St. Nicholas:

Sue Roufs, Karen Custer, Debbie Fischer, Kathy and Ron Chlan,
Mary Kay Forland, Jenny Ward, and Julie Ostergaard
laminating the Mass of St. Nicholas pew cards, Ryan Heslip
installing locks on the new front church doors, Paul and
Brendan Panka cleaning and polishing the incense thurible,
boat, and spoon, and fixing the thurible chain, Pat Berry
fabricating the new railings for the new church south steps,
and he and Ron Chlan installing them, Jenny and Mark Ward
delivering the giving tree donations to Catholic Charities and
Alpha Women's Center.

Our volunteers do a lot to maintain and enhance the life of our
parish. — Fr. Rudolph

Instagram.com/stnccnet Facebook.com/stncc.net




FAI'TH

IN OUR FUTURE

A Campaign for
St. Nicholas Catholic Church

“How can I repay the Lord for His goodness to me?” —PSALM 116

Thank you to the generous donors who have supported our Faith in Our Future capital campaign.
We are nearing the final stretch our 3-year Faith in Our Future Capital Campaign and are pleased to give

you an update. The original budget for each project is in red.

For those of you who have not yet pledged, we invite you to join the many others who have made a sacrificial gift to our parish.
Pledge cards are available in the back of church or you may donate on our parish website, stncc.net.

PROJECT DETAILS - PROGRESS UPDATE

ELEVATOR LIFT (5422,746): The church does not have
handicapped access to the lower-level gathering space and
restrooms. The project will also include a new entrance on
the north side of the building and an ADA Compliant
staircase connecting the church, basement, and parking lot.
Completed for $424,096.

TUCKPOINTING (5150,000): Due to the age of our campus
buildings, the brickwork in some areas is deteriorating. The
maintenance required includes cleaning, repairing, re-
caulking, and resealing masonry. Completed for $229,453.
This project was over budget due to inflation, expanded
scope to include part of bell tower and unexpected
expenses to replace footings for the new cheek walls. Note:
Tuckpointing the remainder of the church is not included in
the capital campaign and has been paid for by two
anonymous parish families. The additional tuckpointing
work will be completed in 2024.

STAIR AND SIDEWALK REPAIR (512,000): Several stairs and
sidewalks are cracked or crumbling and need to be repaired
to ensure all walking surfaces are safe. Completed for
$11,305. Note: Additional stairs and sidewalks will be
needed due to the water remediation work and will be paid
for using the maintenance fund.

JPII BUILDING REMODEL (596,995): The JPII building
currently houses the adoration chapel, youth room, and
meeting room. Extensive renovations have already been
completed with minimal cost to the parish. Now we need to
accomplish the following projects to finish upgrading the
building:

e Office space completion (55,000): The new office location
will provide more space conducive to welcoming visitors
as well as providing much-needed storage space.
Completed for $2,872.

e Window replacement (58,000): Most windows throughout
the building have lost their gas seal and need to be
replaced. Glazing only. Completed for 56,617

e Exterior door replacement (528,455): The exterior doors
were installed when the building was built in 1916 and are
rusting, do not fit in the frames, and are no longer
weather- proofed. New doors will be more energy-

efficient and provide a more secure building. Completed
for $31,305.

e Electrical panel expansion (526,630): The electrical system
in the building was designed to meet lesser power
demands from decades ago. However, the need for air
conditioning, the expanded use of technology, and other
electrical equipment in the building has created an
increased demand for power. Completed for $24,110.

Air conditioning installation (528,910): To allow the new office
and meeting space to be comfortably used throughout the
year, air conditioning will be installed. Completed for
$16.080.

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS (520,000):

e Men’s restroom updates (515,000): New plumbing is
needed for some of the fixtures. Also, water leaking into
this room from outside the building needs to be
addressed. Pending.

e Church speaker replacement (55,000): To improve sound
quality and allow parishioners throughout the church to
fully hear and participate, we will install new amplifiers
and speakers in the church. Completed. Note: The scope of
this project was expanded and paid for by an anonymous
donor couple in the amount of $13,441.

RECTORY REMODEL (525,000):

e Kitchen remodel (520,000): Moving the parish offices to
the JPII building will allow the rectory to be used solely as
our priest’s residence. Our goal is to enlarge the kitchen
and remodel the former office space to create a chapel in
the rectory. Pending.

e Furnace replacement (55,000): The 25-year-old furnace
no longer has replacement parts made for it and needs to
be replaced before complete system failure. A new
heating system will provide significant cost savings for
maintenance and utilities. Completed for $4,700.

MAINTENANCE FUND (5200,000): Establishing a
Maintenance Fund that can be accessed when needed will
create financial security by ensuring our ability to address
significant maintenance issues in the future rather than
putting them off due to insufficient funds. Projected to be
used for expenses related to water remediation.

ﬂeam' 9 trast i W/ Page 4



St. Nicholas Catholic Church

Elko New Market, MN

St. Nicholas News & Events

Providing a meal for our High School Youth Group is a great
way to show our kids how important they are to the church
and to show we care.

We invite you to partner with other families and welcome
participation by all of our parish families!

MEAL TIPS AND TRICKS

The meal must be ready to be served at 6:00 p.m.
Simple food is all you need
You will serve 20 - 30 people
We will provide beverages
You may prepare your meal at home and simply heat it in
our ovens/stoves
e All dishes, silverware, cups, and napkins are provided
e Utensils and serving dishes are available for your use
MEAL IDEAS

Main Course
e Pasta
Walking tacos
Mac & Cheese
Sub sandwiches
Make your own sandwich
Salad bar
Baked potato bar
Sloppy Joe’s
Hot dishes go a long way ;)
e Pizzais always good!
Veggies or Salads

e Fresh or cooked veggies

e Any salad will do
Desserts

e Cake

e Cookies

e Cupcakes

e Fruit
DATES NEEDED

1/13/2024 Veggies/Salad & Dessert
2/11/2024
4/14/2024

Please call the parish office or follow this link if you would like
to provide all or part of a meal for our youth. https://
WWW.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4EA9A729A3FB6-44860428-

high#/
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Saint of the Day — Saint Columba

According to tradition, Columba was a Spanish girl who, when
she was sixteen, moved to Gaul (now France) with some other
Spaniards and settled at Sens, possibly in the third century. She
is said to have been the child of noble but pagan parents and
to have left them to avoid the worship of false gods. She was
baptized at Vienne. When the Emperor Aurelian came to Sens
he ordered Columba and her companions to be put to death.
She was beheaded at the fountain of Azon on the road to
Meaux. Devotion to Columba spread over France and Spain
and to Italy. The abbey of Sainte-Colombe, which sheltered her
relics, was the chief religious house of Sens. Its third church
was consecrated by Pope Alexander Il in 1164. Saint Columba,
pray for us! (Excerpted and adapted with permission of the
Publisher from Butler’s Lives of the Saints, New Full Edition
©Paul Burns 2003, Published by Liturgical Press, Collegeville,
MN)

TOTUS TUUS

'l.u.'u.:ll .J-I.'-u-l

SAVE THEDATES!
June 9 - 14, 2024

Learn about The Apastles Creed and the Glorious Mysteries of the
rosary while growing in your relationship with the Lord!

Totus Tuus is a Catholic summer youth program dedicated to
sharing the Gospel and promoting the Catholic Faith through
catechesis, evangelization, Christian witness and Eucharistic
worship. The goal of Totus Tuus is to help young people grow in
the understanding of, and strengthen their faith in Jesus Christ. It
is only by establishing a real and personal relationship with Him
that we can be led to love of the Father in the Spirit and so be
made sharers in the life of the Holy Trinity.
Day Sessions: Students entering grades 1 - 6:
Monday, June 10, Friday, June 14, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Evening Sessions: Students entering grades 7 - 12:
Sunday, June 9, Thursday, June 13, 6:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.

All sessions are held at Holy Cross Catholic School in Webster.

Instagram.com/stnccnet Facebook.com/stncc.net




St. Nicholas Catholic Church

Our Parish School News
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The staff and students at Holy Cross Catholic School thank
everyone for their continued support and generosity
throughout the year and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

May God bless you all!

20242025

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

If you have been considering Holy Cross for your family, now is
the prime time to register.

To learn more about our beautiful school or to register, follow
this link: https://www.holycrossschool.net/

Fave a great week!

Elko New Market, MN

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord
December 17, 2023 - Week 25 in Fiscal Year

Weekly Giving: Weekly Needed: Weekly Over/(Under):
$9,864 $6,365 $3,499
YTD Giving: YTD Needed: YTD Over/(Under):
$158,511 $159,135 ($623)

Your giﬂmakes a
_? "

HOW WILL YOU REPAY THE LORD?

We appreciate your financial support. Every gift you make advances
our mission of making Jesus Christ known and loved and enables us
to continue our parish operations.

Here’s how you can help:
e  Text GIVE to 1-952-209-7799.
e  Give Online: https://www.stncc.net/give-now
e Mail in your weekly contribution:
St. Nicholas Catholic Church, 51 Church St.

NATIONAL
Eucharistic
Revival

But do we not have in the Eucharist the living true,
and living Jesus laid present before us? Why look for more?
— St. Teresa of Avila

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
CORNER

FAI'TH

[N OUR FUTURE

OPEN HOUSE - JANUARY 12, 8 - 11:30AM

We invite you to come and see our Preschool through 8th
grade programs;

*Meet with the Principal

*Tour the school

*Sit in on classes

*Special presentation for Kindergarten between 9:00 and
10:00am.

St. Mecholas, Pray for as!

As of 12/20/2023, the total pledged is $981,772 less $22,323
pledges withdrawn for a net of $959,449 in pledges. The total
payments received is $909,235. THANK YOU to all who have
made a commitment! Pledges/donations can still be made
and we welcome adoption of pledges that have been
withdrawn. Please consider supporting this campaign to
enhance the life of our parish. Pledge cards are in the back of
church or you can pledge online at stncc.net.

To see all updates for the Faith in Our Future Campaign, please
visit: https://www.stncc.net/capital-campaign-corner.
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