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Dear (Personalized Name):

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

Jn 13:34-35

With this edition of Proclamation!, we come to the third of the Three Theological Virtues – Love.  The quote 
above from St. John sums up how we are to live: to love one another as Jesus has loved us.  How much did he 
love us?  So much that He laid down His life on the cross so we might have eternal life with him in Heaven.

Compared to Faith and Hope, the virtue of Love is so challenging.  Instead of giving us all kinds of command-
ments, rules, regulations, and edicts, Jesus only gave us one commandment, one that sounds so simple, yet, 
in our human existence, becomes the most difficult of all.  It is easy to love our family and our close friends, 
but what about everyone else?  Not just those whom we don’t know very well, but those who bother us, drive 
us crazy, ignore us, make us feel small or useless, or even hate us.  Jesus told us we need to love all of them, 
regardless of our human feelings and the potential consequences. 

As we all read this edition of Proclamation!, we should consider how we are growing in Faith, Hope, and Love, 
and what concrete actions we can implement on a daily basis to attain this growth.  Through persistence, dedi-
cation, and accountability, we can all achieve this goal.  Also, we need to realize each of us is not alone.  Reach 
out to a spouse, friend, co-worker, whomever, to help us on this journey.

As we focus on the Three Theological Virtues, may we all receive the grace and mercy of the Holy Trinity, Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, to guide us closer to them.

“So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” 
1 Cor 13:13

Yours in Christ Our Lord,

Rev. Msgr. Joseph Pemberton
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