
July 24, 2016 

7Ordinary Time   
 

Seventeenth Sunday 
 
 

 
 

Why Pray? 
 

This question speaks to one of our most 
essential human needs.  Jesus knows that his 
disciples needed to share in the relationship 
he had with God.  He therefore taught us a 
simple, honest and profound prayer.  We pray 
because the words we utter in God’s presence 
are the breathing that sustains our lives.  God 
is nearer to us than our own heartbeat.  The 
day we cease to pray, we cease to live and to 
be who we are before God and others.   
 

 

 
Flowers for the altar this weekend 

are donated by an Anonymous Donor. 
 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 
Saturday, July 30 

    4:30 p.m.    Eugene A. Patalik, Sr.  

Sunday, July 31 

    8:00 a.m.    Cecelia “Sissy” Hajek  

 

Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Liturgy 
 

 

 

 

Next weekend is The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time.  Prepare for the liturgy by reflecting on these 

passages from your Bible.   
 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 

Responsorial Psalm: 90 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 
 

No Bible Study Wednesday, July 27 
 

St. Anne’s K.J.Z.T. #4 Praha Quarterly Meeting 

Today in the School Chapel after the 8:00 A.M. Mass.  

Members and their families invited. 
 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Restoration Endowment Fund 
Maintaining & Preserving Matícka Praha 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

We thank the following for their recent contributions: 
 

 

 

Susan Butler, Houston - $100  
 

A Friend of the Parish - $15,000 
 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

On The Journey to Jerusalem 

From the 18
th

 to the 21
st
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

    In the framework of the Journey to Jerusalem, the 

Gospel according to St. Luke has incorporated certain 

teachings of Jesus that function as a course on 

discipleship.  These teachings may appear to be disjointed 

and illogical, but they are not.   

    The four gospel passages read from the 18
th
 through the 

21
st
 Sundays are grouped under the heading: In all things 

consider the End.  These teachings of Jesus are seen from 

the perspective of the End of all things – eternity, the 

Master’s return, judgment, and entry into the Kingdom.   

    The happy End of human life does not depend on  

       wealth, and it is foolish to hoard it when what is   

       needed is to grow rich in what matters to God – 18
th
  

       Sunday. 
 

 

    One must therefore dedicate oneself to gathering a  

      never-failing treasure, behaving as a faithful and  

      prudent steward – 19
th
 Sunday. 

 

    Such conduct and behavior contrasts sharply with the  

      world’s ways of acting often leading us to conflict  

      with those who do not appreciate all things in the light  

       of this End – 20
th
 Sunday. 

 

    Yet entry into the Kingdom requires these choices –  

       21
st
 Sunday.  

 

 

VOTIVE CANDLE INTENTIONS 

The Catholic custom of lighting candles is rooted in 

Church teaching that Christ is the Light of the 

World. Candles serve as an outward sign of the 

light of faith burning in our hearts. They are 

silent sentinels lifting up our prayer intentions to the Lord. 
 

Remember to pray for the following intentions: 

For my wife  

To bless my mother 

For my departed husband, Gary  

For Elizabeth Wesrdyke’s 85
th
 Birthday  

In thanksgiving for my sister’s successful surgery 

In thanksgiving for my brother’s successful procedure 

In memory of Kim Connelly, D. Connelly and for Rose  

For my sons and daughter: Joe III, Joel & Adriana  
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REFLECTION 

 

How Do We Talk To God? 
 

    Today, we hear Abraham talking to God about the fate 

of Sodom and Gomorrah.  In the conversation Abraham 

gets close to God and barters with God on behalf of the 

just people who may live in the city. For Abraham, the 

just should not be punished for the sake of the wicked.  

Abraham’s prayer is conditioned by his knowledge of God 

as caring, merciful and personally involved in the affairs 

of humans. 

    Jesus’ disciples on the other hand want to know how he 

talks to God, like a child with a parent, like a Son to a 

loving Father.  Jesus’ teaching about prayer is offered 

within the context of his own prayerful communication 

with God.  The disciples saw him at prayer. Their request 

is understood as a desire to share in the union that Jesus 

shares with the Father.  Jesus’ Father is our Father.  He 

asks for our daily bread and forgiveness for our sins.  

Jesus’ talking to God is all we and us and not I and me.  

When we talk to God as Jesus has taught us, we are drawn 

into his relationship with God and with all he loves as 

brothers and sisters.  Attached to the Our Father is a series 

of teaching on prayer.  Through the parable of the friend 

knocking at midnight, Jesus encourages persistence in 

prayer.  The doting attention we receive from God must be 

translated into selfless acts of caring for others.  Do you 

acknowledge and accept all others as children of the same 

Father?  Or is your talking to God mere lip service?  How 

do you talk to God?  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 
July 24 – Jimmie Benys 

                            July 25 – Allen Cerny  

                            July 26 – Thomas Petru 

                            July 28 – Dennis Stryk  

                            July 29 – Ollie Pospisil  
 

  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 
 

July 26 – Marilyn & Allen Cerny  
 

AREA PICNICS 

August 6-7 – St. Anthony’s Shrimporee, Palacios 

August 7 – St. Joseph Picnic, Yoakum 

               – Sts. Peter & Paul Country Festival, Frelsburg 

August 14 – St. Michael Harvest Feast, Weimar 

August 15 – Praha Picnic 

September 18 – Moulton Church Picnic  
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

It is count down time to the Picnic – 22 days more.  A lot 

is going on behind the scenes to get ready.   

    This year we are looking forward to a drive through   

      Business Plates-to-go line as well as a drive through  

      Plates-to-go line for individuals.  The businesses will    

      take FM 1295 to Praha and turn on South Knezek  

      Road to pick up the plates on the east side of the Hall.   

      The individuals picking up plates-to-go will take Hwy  

      90 and turn on South Knezek Road.  Sign posts will be  

      posted to direct both lines.  The walk up Plates-to-go  

      line will still be available at the usual place as in the  

      past. 

    Auction items may be brought in for tagging on  

       August 6 & 7 and August 12, 13 & 14.  Location to be  

       announced.  We are going to try to tag as many items  

       as possible to avoid the big rush on Picnic Day.  If  

       you have large auction items that need to be picked up  

       prior to the picnic contact Lori or David Janecka or  

       the Parish Office.          
 

      Fr. Gabriel’s Cake:  I am already dreaming of the  

        cake.  Last year it brought in $4,320.  Consider  

        making a donation this year too.   

    Pre-Picnic Work Days are scheduled for August 2rd,  

      3
rd

, 4
th
 & 5

th
, 6:00 p.m. till ?  Come, help prepare for  

      our visitors. 
 

    Meat Donation Fund:  Do make a special effort to  

      donate to the Meat Donation Fund so we can meet our  

       target of $10,000.  Last year we took in $11,605 and  

      the food cost was $22,326.45.   
 

    Raffle and Other Donations:  We still have a long  

      way to go with the Raffle.  Turn in your tickets and  

      other Picnic donations.   

    Over the last five years our Picnics have done well.  

Figures do not lie.                2011 - $82,361.23 profit 

   2012 - $103,474.83 profit       2013 - $122,582.21 profit 

   2014 - $149,301.47 profit       2015 - $193,569.38 profit 

What is it going to be this year?  That depends on you.  

You can make a difference.   

    I thank you for your prayers and support as we plan 

another successful Picnic. 
 

    God bless, 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  ----------------------------------------- 

Fr. Gabriel’s Cake 
 

I/We donate $ ________________ 

towards Father’s cake. 

Name:  

___________________________                                                     
 

Telephone:  _________________   

Put your donation in the collection basket or mail to St. 

Mary’s Church.  
 

 

 

 


