
December 19, 2021 
 

Advent 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
The Blessedness of Believing  

 

    On this Sunday we stand on the threshold of 
fulfillment, filled with anticipation of the 
Lord’s coming, while we celebrate his presence 
in our midst.  The future God has prepared for 
us is open before us, even though we have not 
yet stepped out into it.  Today, we are invited 
to pause at the treshold and gaze for a 
moment into this future as with joy and hope 
Mary and Elizabeth meet.      
    An invitiation is extended to us today so 
that we can appreciate the gift being given to 
us.         
 

Today’s Bulletin is printed in memory of  

Edward Jurek, sponsored by his family.  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 
 

Friday, December 24 

    10:00 p.m.    The Benefactors of the Parish  

Saturday, December 25 

    8:00 a.m.    The Welfare of All Parishioners 
 

    **** There will be no Saturday Evening Mass **** 
 

Sunday, December 26 

    8:00 a.m.    George Cerny  
 

 Individual Confessions in Moulton and Praha 
  - Available anytime by appointment.  Call the office. 

  - On Fridays in the Family Room after Mass in Moulton. 

  - On Thursdays after the 4:30 p.m. Mass in Praha. 

  - During Advent/Christmas season and in Lent.   
 

Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Liturgy 
 

Next weekend is The Feast of the Holy Family.  Prepare 

for the liturgy by reflecting on these passages from your 

Bible. 
 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 

Responsorial Psalm: 84 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 

 

2021 DIOCESAN SERVICES APPEAL 

2021 Assessment  ….……………....…….…..  $8,710.00 

Contributions So Far  ……….……….……... $ 6,875.00  

Amount Yet to be Contributed …..………… $ 1,835.00  
 

We thank the following for their recent contributions: 

Leona Herzik 

Cyndi & Allan Stryk 

Josie & Alphonse Kubenka 
 

We thank all those who have contributed towards our 

D.S.A. assessment so far.  We are counting on all who 

have not yet contributed to the fund so far to do their part 

so we can pay off our debt to the bishop by year’s end.  
 

 

St. Mary’s Restoration Endowment Fund 

Maintaining & Preserving Matička  Praha 
 

We thank the following for their recent contributions: 
 

Andres Martinez, La Feria, TX - $100 
 

ST. MARY’S MEMORIAL FUND 

In Honor of Mary & Charlie Bartos’ 50 Wedding Anniv. 

Cyndi & Allan Stryk 
 

On-line Giving:  We thank the Praha parishioners and 

friends of the parish who have been supporting the church 

with their on-line donations.  To make an on-line donation 

to the church  visit us on: 

https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha  
 

 

ORIENTATION - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  

Today we light the fourth candle 

(violet) on the Advent wreath.  The 

fullness of the lit wreath reminds us of 

the coming celebration of Christmas 

and our commemoration of the 

incarnation.  The rhythm of Advent 

differs from that of Lent.  It rises in a steady crescendo 

towards the full light of Christmas.  The crescendo of 

Advent is reflected in the liturgical readings, which, 

beginning with the prophecies of the prophet Isaiah and 

John the Baptist, find their culmination on this Fourth 

Sunday of Advent in a series of readings that focus on the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and the annunciation of Jesus’ birth.    
 

Rosary every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Come join a group 

of church ladies at the Zdrávas Maria Plaza to pray. 
 

Remember the sick in your prayers this week, 

especially Vonnie Pokluda. 
 
 

                          
 

 

 

            The Sanctuary Light   

              will be lit this week  

        in memory of Mike Decker.  

   
 

 

  

https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha


REFLECTION 

 

Micah 5:1-4a     Psalm 80     Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 
 

 

Standing on the Threshold 
 

 

    Today’s readings open a crack and we are amazed that 

everything inside seems so ordinary.  The readings get us 

ready for the imminent future, giving us glimpses into the 

mysteries we are about to celebrate. 

    Through the crack, we see Bethlehem, an 

unsophisticated little village that is but a stone’s throw 

from the thriving capital, Jerusalem.  If we look further 

through the crack in the door, to the side we will see a 

young pregnant woman hastening to help an older relative 

who is also with child.  There is nothing extraordinary 

about this either, especially in a society that is family 

oriented.  Young women acted in this way.  Catching 

these glimpses of ordinary life, we might ask: Just what is 

God up to?  Why does God choose what is ordinary to 

carry the radiance of the divine?  Is it possible that we 

overlook the unpretentious through which God is revealed 

and mistake what is loud and flashy for what is truly 

marvelous?   

    God’s choices recounted in today’s readings insist that 

the mystery of the incarnation comes to ordinary people 

living ordinary lives.  All that is required is an openness to 

do God’s will, a willingness to respond to God’s call.   
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
    

 
 

December 22 – Virginia & Dennis Olsovsky 
                 

 

The Annual Mass for the Feast of the Holy Innocents at 

Raphael's Refuge will be celebrated by Bishop Cahill on 

December 28. A Rosary will begin at 10:15 a.m., followed 

by Christmas carols, with Mass at 11:00 a.m. After Mass 

we will gather on the porch for a potluck of light 

refreshments.  All are welcome. Dress warmly, as the 

Chapel does not have central heat.   
 

 

St. Joseph’s Pancake Sunday Today 

7:15 – 8:30 a.m., Parish Hall, Moulton    
 

Note:  Praha Pancake Sundays will start up again on  

           January 2, 2022.   
 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR THE POOR 

In the spirit of sharing blessings with our less fortunate 

brothers and sisters, a collection will be taken up at the 

Christmas Masses.   

We encourage you to be generous. 
 

 

M a r a n a t h a ! 
 

 
Advent is the season when we stand on the threshold of 

fulfillment.  However, it is the fulfillment of an event that 

has already taken place. We remember it, we ritually 

reenact it so we never take it for granted, so we never 

forget that it is in and through history that the marvelous 

deeds of God are accomplished.  Each year we pause to 

celebrate these events, not because they have not yet 

occurred but because they have happened and are 

happening now before our eyes.  The celebration of 

anticipation is also the celebration of fulfillment, 

fulfillment of the promises made, fulfillment of our 

redemption, fulfillment of our transformation.  Blessed are 

we who believe that what was spoken to us by the Lord 

has been fulfilled! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Need a last-minute Christmas gift idea? 

How about a Praha Cookbook? 

Over 1,000 recipes and beautiful pictures of Praha.  For 

more information, contact Kathleen Svatek. 
___________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Christmas Altar Flower Fund Donations: See insert. 

 
 

Veselé Vánoce  

My dear friends, 
 

 

May you have a blessed 
Christmas.  May Christ’s coming 
among us bring happiness and 
peace to all families. 
 

God bless,  

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.myczechrepublic.com/sounds/czech/newsletter/veselevanoce_novyrok.mp3

