
November 27, 2022 
 

                               ADVENT 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

Time, God’s Gift 
 

The coming of the Son of Man will be sudden 
and unexpected.  Perhaps the secret to being 
prepared lies in taking time each day to search 
out the presence of Jesus.  He lives in his Word 
proclaimed in the bread of his very self and is 
present in the poor and needy.  To prepare for 
an hour we cannot know and will not expect, let 
us use this day, this moment, this time as best 
we can to serve others as we wait. 
                                                                

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Thursday, December 1 

    4:30 p.m.    Vlasta Pekar  

Saturday, December 3 

    4:30 p.m.    Mary & Adolph Jasek   

Sunday, December 4 

    8:00 a.m.    Leonard Tydlacka   
 

Individual Confessions in Moulton and Praha 
  - Available anytime by appointment.  Call the office. 

  - On Fridays in the Family Room after Mass in Moulton. 

  - On Thursdays after the 4:30 p.m. Mass in Praha. 

  - During Advent/Christmas season and in Lent.   
 

Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Liturgy 
 

Next weekend is The Second Sunday of Advent.  Prepare for 

the liturgy by reflecting on these passages from your Bible. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72 

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Rosary every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Come join a group 

of parishioners at the Zdrávas Maria Plaza to pray. 
 

 

 
      
 

           The Sanctuary Light will be 

             lit this week in memory of the 

           Herzik, Pilat & Klekar Families. 
 

 
  

 

DECEMBER 8 – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Holy Day of Obligation 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was free from all stain of original 

sin from the moment of her conception.  She was in a state 

of grace sharing in God’s own life.   
 

 

Mass Schedule 

Vigil December 7 – 4:30 p.m., Praha 

December 8 – 8:15 a.m., Moulton 
 

Introduction to the Season of Advent 
 

The themes of the coming end-time, the last things, the end 

of the world, the last judgment and the New Heaven and 

New Earth celebrated on the Last Sunday of the Year (the 

34th Sunday in Ordinary Time) come to a climax on the First 

Sunday of Advent. Thus, the successive Liturgical Years 

dovetails into one another.  From the Second Sunday of 

Advent on, themes in preparation for the incarnation (the 

birth of Jesus) are introduced.   
 

AT HOME WITH THE WORD 
 

Copies of At Home with the Word are available at the main 

entrance of the church (narthex).  These 

are not to be brought in church to read 

during the Liturgy of the Word.  That is 

the time to listen to the Word as it is 

being proclaimed.  The book is to help 

prepare you at home during the week 

for the Sunday Liturgy.  There are extra 

copies for those who did not sign up for 

them. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

Those who wish to make a donation 

toward the purchase of Poinsettias for 

the Church could do so in memory of, 

or in honor of their loved ones. 

Christmas Flower envelope attached. 
   

 

PRAHA PANCAKE NEXT TODAY 
   

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

Join us at the Praha Hall for a delicious 

breakfast, and fellowship.  All are welcome.  

This is our final pancake breakfast for 

2022. We will be celebrating with a drawing for 

prizes.  We welcome anything you would like to 

donate for a Christmas Drawing.  Bring items to the 

Praha Hall at 9:00 - just in time for pancakes.  We will 

also have Praha Cookbooks available for $15.00.  This 

lovely cookbook would make a wonderful Christmas 

gift.   

* No Pancake Sunday Jan. 1, 2023 (New Year’s Day) 
 

Sanctuary Light Bookings Available: December 4 & 11  
To book the Sanctuary Light ($20) contact the Parish Office. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+christmas+religious+clip+art&id=58707569673C04E48EEF3CCEAE52828D32823515&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=05154771BDB3691F1256F91705CDC305735674C6&selectedIndex=625


REFLECTION 

 

 

Isaiah 2:1-5     Psalm 122      

Romans 13:11-14     Matthew 24:37-44 
 

Life on the Pilgrimage 
 

    Pilgrimage is the overarching theme of this First Sunday 

of Advent.  It also sets the tone for the entire Advent 

Season.  We may be accustomed to think of Advent as the 

time when we prepare for the coming of God but the 

readings turn our attention to our own journey to God. 

    The readings provide us with clear directions about how 

we are to live while we are on this pilgrimage to God.  In 

Isaiah we learn that we must put away our instruments of 

violence and hatred, our swords and our spears.  Lest we 

pick them up again, we are told to convert them into life-

producing implements, into plows and pruning hooks.  

Saint Paul exhorts us to put away our deeds of darkness and 

self-indulgence and to clothe ourselves instead in the deeds 

of Jesus Christ.  Matthew points out the need for alertness, 

attentiveness, and a disposition open to a change of heart.   

    The life we must live must be lived in the actual world in 

which we find ourselves.  We are called to journey deeper 

into our lives, not outside of them.  That is where God is 

present.  And if we are truly alert and attentive, we will 

discover that it is in our lives, as ordinary as we may think 

they are, that we will discover God.  There we will find 

fulfillment, and there the Son of Man will come to us. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 
 

November 30 – Chandler Moeller 

                    December 3 – Deloris Smolik  
 

ALTAR SOCIETY BAKE SALE UPDATE 
Thanks to monetary donations, baked items contributed and 

shoppers we made $828.00.   A very big thank you to Cyndi 

Stryk and The Flatonia National Bank for the use of their 

parking lot and their generosity.  We appreciate everyone 

who participated in the sale.  All proceeds benefit St. 

Mary’s Church and the needs of the altar. 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

Stay Awake! 
 

The Gospel of Matthew begins the season 

of Advent by focusing on Christ’s second 

coming at the end of time.  Matthew tells 

us to “Stay Awake!”  It is not a question or 

a suggestion, it is an order.  We must do 

this.  It also means we must be in it for the long haul.  Our 

faith is not an hour on Sunday – a switch we turn on and 

off.  Our lives must reflect the Gospel.  The best way to be 

ready for God’s coming is to live it every moment.   

 

MARANATHA, COME LORD JESUS  

Each year, we begin the great Church year as the natural 

world goes into transition.  Days grow shorter, the air 

becomes colder and we anticipate 

winter.  This season of Advent is 

a reminder that we live in a state of 

transition even now.  Christ has 

come into the world; Christ will 

come again, and we live our lives 

between those great promises of 

God with the help of the Spirit.  As we move toward 

Christmas and the celebration of new birth in the world, our 

lives should reflect our eager watching for the coming of 

Christ, not just at Advent but all the time.   
 
 

Advent Prayer 
    Lord God, maker of heaven and earth, by signs and 

wonders, great and small, you prepare us for the fulfillment 

of your promise.  

    He is the light that will dawn.  He is the bright morning 

star of justice.  His presence is the sign of your love, and 

his grace will increase our love – for one another and for 

you. 

    Grant us patience as we wait for Christ to come in the 

fullness of time.  Help us to see the signs that point to him 

and to stay awake so that when he arrives, we will be found 

watching and ready.     We ask this through the same Christ 

our Lord.  Amen.                                           

 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS BULLETIN BOARD 
 
 

 
 

  Dec.   4 – Altar Society Pancake Breakfast/Door Prizes 

  Dec.   7 – Community Advent/Christmas Concert,  

                Moulton Church, 7 p.m. 

  Dec. 12 – Parish Penance Service, Moulton, 5 p.m. 

  Dec. 13 – Penance Service, Hallettsville, 5 p.m. 

  Dec. 14 – Parish Penance Service, Praha, 5 p.m. 

  Dec. 15 – No Thursday Afternoon Mass  

  Dec. 19 – Penance Service, Shiner, 5 p.m. 
 

Advent/Christmas Decorations in Church:  We thank 

Lori Janecka for decorating the Church so beautifully for 

the Advent/Christmas season. 
 

Annual Christmas Collection for the Poor:  A Special 

Collection for the Poor will be taken up at all the Christmas 

Masses.   
 

Need a stocking stuffer or Christmas Gift?  Praha 

Cookbooks make wonderful Christmas gifts. Cookbooks 

available through the Altar Society ($15). 
 

Rosary every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Come join a group 

of parishioners at the Zdrávas Maria Plaza to pray. 

 

 


